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ROUTE No. 1. 

KAM DAKKA TO KABUL. 

Vi6 the Kabul river route and the Tangi Gaaru. 

132a miles. 13 stages. 
Authority.--2nd Afghan war records, 1879-80 ; Ma]- 
lesm,  1905 ; Hzyde;?, 1907 : 2nd various reports up to  
1912, mostly native. 

Epitome. 
General c7escription.-This route is one of the main throupIl 

route9 from Tndia to Kabul. It connects a t  Kam Dakka with 
Rout,es Pout,h of the Kabul River, Route No. 1. 

Ro 7d.-First 5 miles mule road, then metalled road 21' with 
12' t q  16' inetalli~~g to Basawal (stage 2) ; thence disused, unme- 
talled cart road about lo', made by the British in 1880, to 
Jalalabad (stage 5) ; first 8 mile3 after Jalalabad, &.e., to  the 
Darunt'a bridge, metalled road, 24' as above ; thence to Go- 
aamand (stage 11). a t  the eastern entrance to the Tsnei Gharu, 
h 

unmetalled cart track ; road through the Tangi Gharu a t  
present (1912) only fit for camels ;* last stage to Kabul good. 
unmetalled cart coad 24' wide. This route follows the Kabul 
river throughout, with the exception of a section of 15 mile; 
in the 10th and 11th stages, wliera the departure of the road 
frt3m the river bank is due to the road making a short cut and 
followinq the chord of a loop made by the river, N. of Sarobi 
(stage 10). 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
( I )  Darunta hill, opposite the gorge in s l n ~ e  6 ; the ascent 

and descent of the Darunta spur of the Siah Koh was 
up to 1908 very difficult, the road was rough with very 
sharp turns and was quite impracticable for carts. it 
is doubtful whether this road has yet (1912) been 
materially improved. 

-- 
+ This road was formerly used by wheeled vehicles. 
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ROUTE No. 1-co.ntd. 

(2) Bridge over the Marods (Pari Dara) gorge in stage 10 
at point where the road leaves the Kabul river ; bridge 
was a weak, wooderl bridge, easily destroyable, unsuited 
for regular passage of carts. It is probable that a new 
bridge would have to be built a t  this point.. 

(3) Tangi Gharu por,e in staxo 12 ; quite impassable for 
carts, wide description stage 12. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping-grounds.-For a division a t  all stages except- 

( i )  a t  Kajurai, stage 6, no details; 
(ii) a t  Kats Muhammad A:;, stare 8, for 1 infantry brigado 

with proportion of divisional t r o o ~ s  only. 
(iii) a t  Gogamand, stage 11, for 3 battalions only. 

Water.-For a force oE any size from the Kabul River 
t.hroughout the route, with the exception of Sarobi (stage lo), 
where there is water sufficient for a division f om the Tezin 
River. 

Fuel.-Scanty throughout, except a t  Sarobi (stage a), 
where i t  is reported to be plentiful, due probably to the fact 
that the heights flanking the Tezin and Maroda (Pari Dara) 
valleys are wooded. I n  th? vicinity of both Jalalabad and 
Kabul fuel is very scarce. 

Fodder.-Grass scarce throughout ; khasil daily in March 
and April for horses of a cavalry brigade from stages 1 to 6 ; 
bhusa to an appreciable extent from stages 1 to 6, thereafter to 
Kabul in negligible quantities only ; camel grazing scanty 
throughout, except a t  Sarobi (stage lo), where it is plentiful. 

Supplies.--For troops could not be depended on to any 
appreciable extent except a t  Jalalabad (stage 5) and at Kabul, 
though supplemental-y supplies to a moderate extent are ob- 
tainable from stages 1 to 6, thenceforward in negligible qumti- 
ties only to Kabul. At Jalalabad about 6500 maunds of wheat 
and 2,500 maunds of barley with 100 maunds of ata would nor- 
mally be available. At Kabul in 1879-80 i t  was calculated that 
a force of 10,000 men with followers and transport would find 
sufficient supplies of wheat, grain and fodder, also sheep, to 
meet its requirements for 12 months, but that during the 
eecond year serious supply difficulties would arise.* 

This is probably true at the present time (1912). 



1 IDAKKA FORT 7 m. Mule road to Loi Dakka 5 
- - 

m. I (1,300'). miles, thence metalled 
road 24'. 

stage and 
total dis- 

tance. 

Leaving Kam Dakka, direction P. W., the road enters the valley 
of the Kabul river, keeping along its right bank. The valley is 
completely commanded by the hills on the S. For the first mile 
the road runs along the level when it  crosses s rocky spur about 
400' high by a stiff and slippery ascent and descent. Then an- 
other fairly level and easy mile, after which the path crosses 
a second spur, which terminates a t  the water's edge. This 
part of the road is a mere ledge overhanging the river with 
a drop of about 20' to 30'. At  6 miles Loi Dakka (120 houses, 
Mohrnands end Shinwaris) on the bank of the Chinar nula, an 
offshoot of the Kabul river. Winter camp for Kuchis and 
Ghilzais from Lalpura ; garrison, 200 khnsad.rrs armed with 
Lee-Metford rifles. Valley a t  this point is about 1 mile wide, 
the hills on the left bank coming close down to the edge of 
the river, which here runs in several channels, between low- 
lying islands ; width of bed about 400x. In the winter a bridge 
of boats conne:!~ Dakka with Lalp~m. It consists of 16 
boats, \\,it11 12' plank roadway. Mud-walled sarai on the right 
bank opposite this bridge. At Loi Dakka the road joins the 
main metalled road from Dakka to Jalalabad along which it 
continues to Basawal (stage 2). At 7 miles, Fort Dakka ; fort 
in ruins ; dimensions 5 0 0 ~  by 400x, squa-e trace, enclosed by 
mud walls 15' high, 4 round bastions on each face ; contains 
several wells. Fort stands close to the right bank of the Kabul 
river, the town of Lalpura, the headquarters of the Mohmand 
tribe, being on the opposite baalr 1 , 3 0 0 ~  distant from the N.E. 
corner of the fort. Tile lower spura of the hills on the N\Y. and 
S.W. entirely command interior of fort within 400 yards range.* 

Camping-yrouvd.-For n force of any size, IV. of the fort. 

DETAILS. 

*The British garrison st Dslib-a Fort ownrds the cnd of the 1878-80 campaign 
was unually- 

1 ~es t ion  Royal Art.illergS 1 c ~ m p a n y  British infantrjr. 
1 squadron native cavalry. 1 battealion native infant.ry. 

---- 



Water.-For a, division or more from the Kabul river. 
Fuel.-Wood procurable within a radius of 5 miles from 

the surrounding hills ; limited amount of scrub near camp, 
Fodder.-No grass for horses. About 3,000 maunds bhusa 

obtainable. 
Supplies.-It has been calculated that, the annual produc- 

tion of wheat and barley from the Loi Dakka lands is about 
5,000 maunds. The Lalpura fi.:lds probably yield twice that 
amount. Deducting requirements of inhabitants, i t  is computl- 
ed that about 5,000 maunds unground wheat and barley would 
ordinarily be procurable in this vicinity. The inhabitants of 
Loi Dakka possess some 300 head of cattle and 700 sheep r;nd 
goats, 

At Dakka fort, Routes 1-A, 1-B and 1-C coming from the 
S. and connecting with the Bazar valley, join this route. 

2 R ASA W A L  . . 10 m. Metalled road 24'. - . 
17 m. ( 1,400') 

General direction W. veering to N.FTT. during lust 2 miles. 
Road level but stony; ib crosses Dakka plain for mile 

when it  enters the Khurd ILhaibar pass through which i t  
runs for 1 mile emerging on a small, sandy plain. Pass narrow 
but has been widened to allow the metalled road, Lhrough it, to 
maintain its uniform width. X small fortified post l O O X  to tlle 
S. of the road commands the summit of the pass. At 23 miles 
road emerges on to the Girdi plain and 111enco runs parallel 
once more with the Kabul river (which flows about !, mile l o  
the N.) crossing several dry water -courses. From 3 t  t; 4 miles 
the road runs through low sandstone hills which command 11, 

on either side ; i t  is also commanded by a large isolated hill 
further to the 8. ; ztl; 32 miles, nala 600x broad is inet with ; 119 

banks to speak of, and dry in February 191 1. At 4 miles Moh- 
mand village of Girdi (700 llooses) whose inhabitants possebs 
about 1,500 head of cattle, 1,200 sheep, 100 buffaloes ; &nnual 
production about 90,000 mauncln wheat and barley ; tllero js 
a fortified post a t  Girdi, garriso,~ 200 k 7 ~ - r s z d a ~ s .  

From Girdi a camel road leads S.E. direct to Yainda Khak* 
in the Kliaibilr, distance 12 milos, vici thc Ti5rkai tLLngi, crossilly 

"A llost half vny  betneca Lsndi Xotal and Loi Dahlia. 



the Chinar naba a t  G miles, and passing the Gurraki Obo 
spring at 8 miles. This road could easily be made into a cart 
road and is a t  present fit for all classes of transport animals 
(1912). 

At 4$ miles, hills again approach the road which runs for 
1 2 a mile over a col, commanded on both sides by low hills; a 
detour by the river bailk, thcs avoid~ng these hills, is possible 
in dry weather. 

The road continues for 3 miles along the foot of the hills, 
a well-cultivated plain bounding the road on the N.; a t  5 i  mila 
a short cut to Hazarnao, a track across the plain is passed. At 
72 miles the large straggling lklohmand village of Hazarnao 
(900 houses) divided into 2 portions by a nala 400' broad. Here 
there is a :- 

Camping-ground.-For a division or more between the road 
and the river bank 1 mile distant. 

Water.-For a force of any size from the Kabul river, and 
from several water channels near camp. 

Fuel.--Very scarce. 
f;odder.-Plenty of grass except in winter ; k h i l  for horses 

of a cavalry brigade daily during ;\larch and April ; camel grazing 
scanty. 

Supplies.-It has been estimated that the inhabitants 
possess 2,500 head of cattle, 1,500 sheep and goats, and 200 
buffaloes, and that the annual production of wheat and barley is 
170,000 maunds. 

From Hazarnao : lle road crosses stony bed of a dry stream 
aild a t  9 miles ascends to the Xingrahar plain, the hills to the 
8. falling back ent>irely. Cultivation continuous along bank of 
river from Hazarnao to Basawal, which is reached a t  10 miles. 
Basawal consists of a collection of Mohmand villages comprising 
about 1,000 houses in all. 

Camping-g~ozind.-For a d;rision b:t \\ v r n  tlie main village 
uuci the  river. 

TVater.-For a foi ce of ally size from the Icabul river, supple- 
iiiented by onstream $ mile E. of camp. 

Fuel.--Very scanty. 
Fodder and S~'.ccpplies.--From Hazarnao, Basawal alld Pesh 

Culak, a town 4 miles S.\V. of Basawal, unground wheat 
and barle.~, bhusa, sheep, goats and cattle sufficient for the 



requirements of a division for a t  least 2 or 3 days could be 
collected with the assistance of the inhabitants ; also khasil 
daily for the horses of a cavalry brigade during March and April. 

NOTE.-At Basawal Route 1-D coming from the S.E, and 
connecting with the Bazar valley joins this route. 

From Basawal Route 1 - E alternative route to Jalalabad 
viri Pesh Rulilk and Kahi branches off S. W. 

At Basawal Routes 1 and 2 are contiguous. 

3 --- LACHIPUR . . 12 m. Unmetalled cart road 10'. 
29 m, (1480'). At present (1912) the road 

is not pzssable b.y carts; i t  
has bsin cut away in places 
by the river and requires 
rep airing. 

General direction N.W. Road crosses open, stony country for 
1 5 miles when rocky hills are reached, which skirt the road on 
tge N. ; a t  2 miles enter small pass,. f mile long and 350x wide, 
110 difficulty ; at 2 i  miles site of brlgade camp in 1880, water 
supply from 3 ka,rezes which were reported dry in April 1905 ; a t  
22 miles, road again emerges from the hills on to a sandy plailr 
which extends to Chardeh Tope, reacher1 at 6 miles. At 4$ miles, 
an unmetalled cart road leaves this route and runs due S. to 
Pesh Bulak, 54 miles distant ; a similar road coming from 
Batikot (4 miles to the S.MT.) in stage 3 of Routs 2 crosses the 
road here and proceeds to Ambar Khana, & mile distant on the 
river bank. At 68 mi.les, shrine and well of Pir Kbmal Baba ; 
100 x from the shrine there is a ruined Budhist tope on a steep 
isolated hill 250' above the plain. At the foot of the hill, a 
small enclosure sufficient for a half squadron cavalry. Excellent 
site here for a camping-ground. Details as follows .,- 

Camping-ground.-For a division on the plain. 
1Yaler.-For a force of any size, I'ro:~i the Kabul iver 1 milo 

distant. 
~uel.-Obtainable, but scarce. 
Fodder.-Grass and camel grazing obtainable. 
Supplies.--Nil ; but as the valley on the opposite bank of tho 

river is very fertile, unground wheat? barley, Dhzbs 6 and khnsil 
in spring to some considerable extent could certainly be collect- 
ed there. 



At 7$ miles nala* 15x broad, ban ka 20' high, bottom sandy, 
depth of water 6". At 72 miles walled village of Ghaziabad 
(500 houses), inhabitants chiefly weavers, possessin.i about 
1,500 head of cattle, 1,200 sheep and goats, and 200 buffaloes ; 
no cultivation. 

At 8 miles, about 500x to the E. of tlie road I he walled Ba- 
rakzai village of Chardeh (400 houses), eleva' ion 1,822'. Annual 
production of wheat and barley 22,000 maunds. Inhabitants 
possess about 1,200 head of cattle, 1,500 sheep and 50 buffa- 
loes ; winter camp of Mandezai Kuchis with their camels. Gar - 
rison 400 khasadars. From here an unmetalled cart road 
running nearly due W. connects this route with Route 2, ?tic; 
Barikaa, distance 8 miles. At 8 miles Tirahi Chardeh nda ,  
breadth 100x, bottom sand and gravel, very little water in 
summer, easy gradients in and out of the nda .  At 9 miles, 
ravine 30X broad, banks 9 feet, gradients steep. At 9& 
miles Mashwani (60 houses) ; inhabitants possessed in 1904 
about 300 head of cattle, : 00 sheep. At 11 miles, nda,  80x 
broad, practically dry, gradients gentle. At  112 miles, small 
nala, banks 15' high, lisuallly about, 1' of water. Descent by 2 
steep cuttings, ascent by 1 steep and 1 gentle cutting. At 
12i miles, rugged hills 200' to GOO' high commence on the W. 
of the road, which runs along their base, passing here an aban- 
doned fort. At 12i- miles the Tajik village of Lachipur (140 
houses, 19041, adjoining which is small post and fort built by 
us in the 2nd Afghan War for a half squadron of cavalry and a 
double company of infantry, but not now kept up by the Amir. 

Camping-grot~nd.-For a division between the fort and the 
river. 

Water.-For a force of any size from the Kabul river, also 
from a good spring close to thk fort. 

Fuel.-h'o details. 
Fodder.-No details 1.r grass ; bhusa. annual production 

15,000 maunds ; khasil in spring for horses of a cavalry brigade 
for 1 day. 

S7ipplie.s.-From Lachipur as  rcllov-s : annual production of 
wheat and barley, 13,500 maunds ; inhabitants possess 500 head 
of cst>tle, 700 sheep and goats, and 120 buffaloes. Supplies also 

*Believed to be bridged 1911, 



from Chardeh @ miles distant as described. Further, a 
report states that the " country is level and highly cultivated 
on both sides of the road " whence it can be safely assumed 
that unground wheat and barley to some considerable extent 
could be collected with the assistance of the inhabitants during 
a period of 2 or 3 days. 

4 ALT BOGHAN 9 m. 6f. Disused, unmetalled cart 
% m. 6f. ( 1 580'). roa3d made by the British 

in 1880 ; narrow in places 
with awkward corners. At present only fit for camels, but cou!d 
he converted into a cart road without much difficulty. 

The road follows the course of the river, direction N.W., for 
about 2; miles. At 2$ miles i t  debouches on to the Girdi 
Kats plain ; a t  39 iniles Girdi Kats (160 houses), eler a,t ion 
1,620', inhabitants Mohmands and Dehgans ; snrai, bi~ilt in 1905, 
a t  W. end oE village. The Dane Blission encamped here in 1904 
and 1905. Here il? ere is a :- 

Camping-groz~nd.-For a division on the stony plain S. of the 
village, but the camp is commanded by the semi-circle of hills to 
the S. 

Water.-For a force of anv size from the river. Also from a 
water channel running through the village. 

Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder -For about 5,000 animais for i day, according to a 

calculation made in 1880. 
Supplies.-Annual production of wheat and barley about, 

28,000 maunds. The inhabitants possess about 500 head of 
cattle and 100 sheep. I t  is estimated that about 700 jaribs or 
bighas, i.e., 420 acres, are under c~lt~ivation, the principal crops 
being wheat, barley, jownr, rice, cotton and pepper. 

Immediately on leaving Girdi Kats villa,ge the road proceeds 
along the side 6f cliffs and continues so almost up to the 1879 
encampment a t  Ali Boghan, where the hills, having already 
receded, cease entirely. The road on this section occasionally 
rises from 100' to 150' above the river level ; in ~: lnces i f  is very 
narrow, and t.wo hnrses abreast move 11 iih difficulty. The roid 
(April 1905) had been temporarily rrpnired by loose earth being 
dumped down, but it is naturally very rough, with steep slopes 



and some very awkward corners. The easier gradients, made 
during 1879-80, have fallen into almost complete disrepair. 
This stretch of road, as i t  stands, would be a formidable obstacle 
for a large force with its wheeled transport and i t  include8 a 
couple of bridges, (lie dwlruction of which would cause much 
delay. The river llzre can be crossed by n ford in the cold wea- 
ther, or t)y a fenny 4 miles i?. or" the ford. 

At Ali Eoghan, a fort \r7as built in 16i9 to hold 150 infantry 
and 32 cavalry, on a fairly strong site commanding the surround- 
ing country. The remains of the huts WCJ-C? still to  l>e seen in 
1905, bnt t lit: ~valls of enclosure on the right werc much breached. 
,411 could lse easily repaired in a few clays. 

Tile valley in the vicinity of tJhe river, and wherever irriga- 
tion is available, is richly cultivated. 

Ccrntping-grol~ncI.-Por a division. 
Water.-For a force of  any size frcm the river. 
Pz6el.-Scanty 
Fodder.--.\ li&i tod ~up:>lv of grass procurable in the vici- 

nity ; considerable amount "of hlursa could be collected within 
24 hours : camel grazing scanty. 

Szcpplies.--Fro111 the village itself, 160 head of cattle and 
2,500 sheep, and as the valley liere is 11ighly cultivated, un- 
wound wheat and barley to some considerable extent could be b 

collected within 1 or 2 days. 

5 JALALABAD 7111. 4 f. Unmetalled cart road as before, 
---- 

4(jm, 2 fi (FORT SALE). but first fi miles a t  present 
(1,850'). (1912) only fit for camels. 

General direction N.W. At 1 mile cross nala, 250x wide, 
on far bank of which is ~ h c  v:llage of Ali Boghan (40 houses). 
Famous z i - r -lt of Mian Ali near village. Road very heavy 
and ground broken. At. 2 miles an u~~met~alled cart road run- 
ning due S. connects this route with Route 2 a t  Takia, 1 mile 
distant. T118 road coi~t~inues by the river bank over grassy 
and firm ground, and a t  5 miles ap~roaches to within f mile 
of R0ut.e 2 once inore. From this point Route 1 follows the 
new road to  the right, through the cultivation, while Route 2 
keeps to  the road t,o the left, outside the cultivation ; this 
latter road is sandy. Just  beyond this bifurcation of roade the 



Kunar river joins the Kabul river from the N.E. At 7;- miles 
Fort Sale, $ mile from the river, built hy us in 1879 to iccom- 
inodate 2,835 Inen and some 5,000 t~cixnals. The hornworlr 
in 1905 was in ruins, hut the b~,rracks insiclc thc fort are kept 
up by the Anlir and would accommodate one bstbalion. ?7CTall~d 
sarai built in 1905 outside ezstern gate of the town. 

Camping-grozrncE.-Por a division each on two sites S. and 
SFV. of the fort; neither site has any sliacle, and ~vould 
probably be unhealthy owilig to being surrounded by irrigated 
lands. Shady camping-grouncl for 2,000 men near Amir's 
place at Wc~zirbagh 2 miles from the fort and mile from tlio 
:\ estern gate of ilie city, approaclied by ,z metalled roac?. 

1Vater.For force of Ltnv size from tlic Kabul river. 
Fuel.-There are no woods in the irrlmecliate vicinii.~, ~ , v i t l ~  

the exception of some copses E. a d  W. of J:~l:-tlabad. Fuel is 
brought in from the neighbouring hills. 

Fodder.-About 5,000 maunds bhusn could generally bc 
depended on; khasil for the horses of a cevalry brigade daily 
during March and Apri 

Supplies.-Approximate estimate of food supplies normally 
available in Jalalabad city are as follows :- 

Mds. 
Atn . . . . 100 
Ghi . . . . 25 

Mds. 
Wheat (unground) 1,500 
Barley . . 2,500 
Rice . . 200 
Maize . . 600 
Gur . . 150 

Jalalabad city consists of an irregular quadrilateral, peri- 
meter 2,100x, enclosed by a mud wall. It is divided into 4 
unequal parts by streets running from the 4 gates. The ~valls, 
about 16' high and 16" thick near the gates, are in good 
order but badly loopholed and moulcl offer a poor defence 
against artillery. The town itself is a miserable place and is 
compared to a 3rd class walled village in the Puojab. The 
permanent population is 2,000, but in the winter this is largely 
increased by an influx of tribes from the hills to enjoy its mild- 
er climate. The Amir is anxious (1912) to have Jalalabad 
made into a fitting winter capital for his country, and officials 



are being encouraged and aesisted to build themselves suit- 
able residences: The Amir has built himself a palace and garden 
4 mile W. of the town called the Wazirbagh, containing 2 
large tanks. This would form an ideal headquarters for an 
army of occupation. A metalled, motor road running com- 
pletely round Jalalabad with an approach to the Wazirbagh, 
was made in 1912, early in which year the first repcrt that ar; 
arsenal existed was received. Jalalabad i; one of the chief 
cantonments in Ningrahar. Garrison in 191 1 consisted of- 

2 regiments of infantry ( 'A~val '  and ' Dwama ' Regi- 
ments), each 600 strong. 

1 regiment of cavalry (Ningrahara Risala) 400 strong. 
1 field battery (Kabuli battery). Six M.L. guns. Aho 

300 khasg!iars. Practically the whole of this garri- 
son proceed to Agam in'the summer. 

The river a t  Jalalabad runs in 2 channels of which the 
southern is the larger. In  the winter of 1904-05, the water was 
8' to 16' deep. CII rreat moderate an-i  several fords in the vici- 
niLy esisbed. In  the same year there mas a rope ferry, imme- 
diately opposite the Wazirbagh, across the river, with one large 
boat with a carrying capacity for 30 people in each' channel. 
During the Afghan War 1878-80 there was a regular raft 
service between Jalalabad and Dakka, as a supplement to the 
land transport and during this campaign Jalalabad was always 
the headquarters of a strong brigade and occmionally of a 
division. 

The following routes converge on, or radiate from, Jalalabad. 
Route 1-E. alternative route from Basawal (stage 2) vi8 

Kahi. - 
Route 1-F. the Acam pass through Ningrahar. 
Route 1-G. to  its Laghman vi2 the Jawara Miana pass. 
Route 2 to Kabul vici Gandamak and the Khurd Kabul defile, 

6 KAJURAI 14 m. Metalled road 24' to 
Darunta bridge 8 miles, 
thence unmetalled cart 

track. 
Leaving camp the road skirts the northern Limits of the 

town and follows the right bank of the river through cultivated 
land8 for 7 mil-, passing a t  4 miles the Tajik village of Baladeh. 



At Baladeli the new motor road (Route 2) which lias run due 
\V. from the western gate of !he town, 3-1 miles distr.nt, ineeis 
this route Eui immedia,tr!y branches off S.W., the present route 
runninq N.W. At 6 miles the Burkhab river is crossed $ mile 
before ; ts  confluence with tlie Iiabul river by a bridge with 
wooden piers which was repaired in Novcinber 1911 to render i t  
passable by the Amir's motors.* $5 8 miles tlie Darunts 
gorge. Here the main Jalalabad-Ti;ri (Laghman) road 
crosses the Kabul river by a, steel suspension bridge, vide 
Routes in Afghanistan BT.E., Route 3. The present route 
leaves the river bank and ascends the Darunta spur of tlie 
Siah Koh by zigzags rising 350' in 720x, mean gradient 1 in 
6 with some short lengths 1 in 4 ; road 9' to 12' broad, ex- 
tremely rough with very sharp turns: u p  to 1908 the ascent 
and descent of the Darunt1a spur was quite impracticable lor 
carts. It is doubtful whether this portion has yet (1912) been 
materially improved and made ysssable for carbs. From the 
exit of the Darunta gorge, the road enters upon thc compara- 
tively open plain of Kats Laghman which it traverses as f ~ r  as 
Dsrgai Oba (Stage 9). During the last 4 miles of this stage the 
road is flanked on the X. by cultivated fields mhicli extend to 
the river about a mile away, ~vhile to tlic S. it is bounded bv 
the northern spurs of the Siah Koh range along the base of 
which the road runs. The section of the road from the exit of 
the Darunta gorge to Kats illuhammad Ali (Stage 8) is a fair 
cart road passable in all weather, as i t  runs to a great extent 
over beds of sand, rock and gravel. 

At 14 miles Kajurai (200 houses) opposite tlie junction of 
the Kabul river with the Alingar, which rises ;n the Windu 
Kush and flowing due S. joins the Kabul river at  this point. 
The river is crossed by rafts, the main ferry being a t  the con- 
fluence of the two rivers. 

Camping groz~nd.-No details. 
Water.-For a force of any size from the Kabul river.. 
Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-I<hnsil, for the l~orses of a t  least a cavalry brigade 

daily during nilarch and April. Bhusn to some considerable: 
extent ; camel grazing scanty. 

*A 6 ton motor lorry wits driven over this bridge ill February 1312, but lllc 
engineer in charge atated there Fas absol~rtely no wargin of safety. 



Supplies.-The valley on the left bank of the Kabul river 
in this vicinity is highly cultivated, especially that portion of 
i t  lying between the Alishang and Kabul rivers which is studded 
with fortified villages. It is therefore reasonable to assumo 
that unground wheat and barley, bhusa and probably sheep and 
goats to 3, ve,ry larze ext'ent could be collected on tlie opposite 
tide and transported acros5 by the existing rafts. 

7 KHAIRU KHEL G m. Unmetalled cart road 10'. 
66m, 2f. 

General direction due Mr. The-road now runs parallel to the 
river and is never more than half a, mile away from it. The 
route traverses a barren desolate country on t4he right bank 
of the river, w iih decreasing cultivation also on the left. At 
2 miles there is a ford azross t'lie river, opposite the village of 
Abdul Rahimzai (on leftl hank) ; a t  4 miles Surka Khan (50 
houses). A t  6 miles Wlairu Khel(300 houses, inhabitants Nasir 
Khel Ghilzais) ; village surrounded by cultivation. River here 
reported to be usu2,lly fordable but in August 1904, it was 
founcl to h? r e  ?,n average depth of from 5' to 6'. 

Camping gro.r~n(7.-For c?, division, on the plain W. of the 
village. 

Water.--For a force of any size from the river ; a canal 
conveys a ood stream of water close to the camping ground. 

fibel.&oanty. 
Fodder.-Khasil in spring probably only for the horses of 1 

cava'lry regiment for 1 day ; bhusa, annual production about 
1,000 maunds. 

Stipplies.-Annu;iel production about 760 to 800 maunda 
tlriground wheat,. 

Route 1-H, one oi the connecting routes between Routes 1 
and 2 joins this route here from Bawali (Route stage 6). 

8 
- - - KATS MUHAMMAD ALI . . 9 m. UnmetalIed 
75 ~n, 2 f.  cart road 10'. 

General clirectivn due 1 .  The road from Khairu Khel 
contiiiues over a low, stony ple teau between the foot of the Siah 
lio11 range and tlic river, thc road heirring slightly away from 



tho river. At 4 miles a collection of huts known as Girdi Kats 
on the banks of a stream of good water, a small tributary of 
the Kabul river. The road tlhence to Kar Kats (7 miles) is 
fairly good, ~unning along the foot of some steep hills, infested 
by marauding bands of Ut Khel Ghilzais. The road passes 
'hrough ICar Kats (100 houses with small square mud fort) pass- 
ing under the fort walls. At 8$ miles the Mamozai villoge 
of Urmun which consists of 2 hamlets; a,t 9 milea Kats Mu- 
hammad Ali (100 l~.ouses, inhabitants Jabar Khel Ghilzais and 
Tajiks). 

Camping ground.-Cramped, probably only sufficient for 1 
iniantry brigade w i ~ h  proportion uf divisional troops. 

Water.-For a force of any size from the river which is usu- 
ally fordable in many places here, though the actual position 
of the fords changes periodically. 

Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-No details ; probably 'negligible except a little camel 

grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
From ICats Muhammad Ali, Route 1-J., a lateral communi- 

cation between the 2 main Routes 1 and 2, load.; S.17. vid 
the Dabeli pass, to Kata Sang 1, Ron to 2, stage 10. 

9 - ---- DARGAI OBA . . 9 m. Unmetallecl cart road 10'. 
84m, 2 f. 

General direction S.W. The road follows the right bank 
of the river t.hroughout the stage. At mile 2 i t  enters a nar- 
row valley up which it  runs to tqhe point where the Dargai 
stream is crossed by a wooden bridge, 4 mile from Dargai Oba. 
Country throughout this march is confined, and movement of 
troops would be limited to the road. 

Canzping ground.--For a division on the river banlr, 
Water.-For a force of any size from the river. 
Fuel.--Scantv. " 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- ) Probably nothing appreciable. 

10 SAROBI 
.~ 

. . 13 E. Unmetalled cctrt road 10'. 
07 m, 2 f .  



ROUTE No, 1-contd. 

Road continues along the river bank. A t  4$ milee cross by 
bridge the ~ e r i  d37.1 which joins t,he ICabul river 

here from the IV. The road i~ninediately then deflects duo W. 
leaving the river, and runs up thc valley of the Pnri drra 
t~ Marod& (9 miles). 

The report on this section of the road in 1908 was as fol- 
lows. " From the point at  whicll the road leaves the Kabul 
,iver and rises on to  the high cliffs orr tllc left side ol' the valley of 
the Pari dara, the road becomes 111er~?ly a camel traclr. It is 
too narrow for czrts and is also in a very bad state of repair, 
To convert i t  into a c,:,rl road i ~voultl l:e necessary to  cut for 
a t  least 3' into the hill side mhicL is st;:e!) and i:sually coml~osed 
oE slate, but o:~cnsionally of granite. The length 0,' this se t iog  
is abo:ii 4% niilpa ~ i ~ d  the prexnt ~ i~i t l th  of the road from 5' l o  
. I n  wet weather troul~le would l ~ e  expe~ienced by lands'ins." 

At Maroda the rne:allerl road (Route 2) is onlv 1 mile k s - a n t  
to the S.W. From Uaroda the road turns N. sharilp, snd ascends 
the Sarobi hill, crosses the rays and runs down the Ear slopes of 
the hill t o  Sarobi fort on the Tezin river, 2; miles due S. of the 
group of villages known by that nanlc, sit&ted just above the 
junction of the Tezin and Kabul rivers. Government snrai a t  
Sarobi. 

Camping qrounc1.-For a division N. and W. oE tlie fort. 
Water.-For a division from the Tezin stream and from 

springs near the fort. 
Fuel.-Plentif ul. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing plentiful. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
From Sarobi a camel track run3 S.W. almg the Tezi;~ 

river to  Seh Baba which is in stage 11 of Route 2. 
11 GOGAMAND 8 m. 4 f .  Umetalled cart track, 

1-05 m, 6 f *  lo', 

Road' runs nearly W. up the Te :in stream for 13 miles, then 
turns N.W. across a low range of hills and rejoins t'he Kabul 
river at 49 miles a t  Umar Kliel, opposite Doaba ; thence S.W. 
along the right bank to Cogamand where the valley is fairly 
open. 

Camping ground.--For 3 battrtliona. 



Water.--For a, division or more from the river : also from 
spring near camp. 

Fuel.-A limited amount procurable. 
Fodder.-Probably camel grazin: for a few hundred camels. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

12 CHAWKH . 15 ni. Canlel road, 
120 m,fif* 

l ~ a v i n p  Gogamsnd. the ioad 2t. once cnters the Tailgi Gl~arll 
gorge ~l i~ougl i  which the riveor fl0n7s in a narrow bed between 
cliffs on both sides. At 2 miles, tlie road runs over a. gallery in 
the face of the cliffs, supported 011 wooden struts. At 4 miles 
i! crosses to ihe left banli by first brid~e,  single span with cement 
abutments and iron supports, wooden roaclway ; a t  5 miles, 
waterfall 50' to 60' is passed. At 6$ nliles 11:e road returns to the 
right bank by second bridge oE similar construction to the first, 
but with wooden supports. At 93 miles road passes the maill 
waterfall (Mahipar) n'here the Kabul river leaps some 90' over 
a ledge and falls into a deep pool below. At mile 12+, the roacl 
crosses again to the left bank by a wooden bridge, double span, 
masonry abutments, with latticed parapets 3' 6" high. Thence 
the gorge becomes less precipitous and the valley begins to 
open out. 

The report on the road through the Tangi Gharu in 1908 
runs as follows. " Although parts of tlie road are a t  present 
suitable for carts these are very limited in extent and the traclr 
a t  and for some miles above the ~vaterfali (Mahipar) is so narrow 
and in places so steep tho: in order to convert it, into a cart road 
it would be necessary to resort to extensive blasting. The 
road below the waterfall has almost co:npletely fallen away. 
The road is very dangerous a t  this poin k and in a normal winter 
would be impassable on account of ice. Temporary repairs are 
periodically made here whenever the Bmir travels hy this route, 
but such repairs have no permanency." 

At 14;- miles I<ala Amir Khan where there is a. small post ; 
a t  15 miles one of ille new Government snruis opposite the village 
of Charki (200 house :) which is on the far (right) bank. The 
bridge here was broken in 1908 but the river is ~~sua l ly  fordable, 



ROUTE No. 1 d e  

A cmmel t m k  connects Charki with Butkhak, 6 milee dietant 
due S., the penultimate stage of Route 2. At Charki tlhere ie :- 

Camping ground -For a division near the sami. 
Wntsr.-For a division or mwe from the river. 
Fuel.-Procurrthle to a limited e tent. 
Fodder.-For 4,000 aninlala lor 1 day can be oolleeted; this 

calculation was made in 1880. 
Supplies.-600 man nds unground wheat normally available, 

13 KABUL . . 11 m, 4 f ,  Good unmetalled o m t  
132 m. 2 f. (6,895'). road 24'. 

General direction W. The road followa the left bank of the 
river during this mamh through tho rich Kabul valley ; road ex- 
cellent, raised in the centre with deep drainage ditohes lined 
with willows on either aide, thie is liable, however, to become 
very heavy after snow or rain as there is no metalling, also 
the numerous culverts under the road are not in good order. 
Betnreen Charkhi and the point where the Ut Khel villagee com- 
mence (6 miles) the soil is water-logged and covered with saline 
efflorescence. Opposite here on the right bank of the river is 
the Amir's favourito snipe grounds with a shooting lodge at the 
head of the swamp close to the foot of the Siah Sang ran?% 
To the W. of the Ut Khel villages the road traver~es fert.de, 
irrigated land. At 8i- miles t,hn walled village of Kale Kwim. 
A, 9& miles cross a wide road which leads from Sherpur over 
the river by the Pul-i-Farangi bridge and thence to the fooi oi tile 
Siah Sang heights. About ij mile beyond these croas-roads, 
pass the cavalry barracks, large walled enclosure 400x by 200x. 
in front of which ale the elephant lines and almost ad- 
joinin is the Government distillery. Continuing for about & a 
mile, reach n. building occupr-iog 2' faces of a square known as a 
hospital. Opposite on the right bank of the river is the leather 
factory. At 11 miles road is crossed by another whi h leads 
from Sherpur to Butkhak and which crosseh the river by a good 
masonry bridge capable of taking all traffic. A t  11i miles Kabul. 

KABUL (5,895'). -Population, 1,50,000. Garrison, 12 regi- 
ments oavalry, 12 battalions, 6 mountain, 12 field, and 2 
heavy batteries. The city, ie situated on the right bank of the 
Kabu lriver, 6 miles above ite junotion with the Loger river. N. 
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of the oity, on the left bank of the :.iver stand the suburbs of 
Deh-i-Murad Khani, Andarabai, and Deh-i-Afghan, and beyond 
these lies the Afghan military cantonment of Sherpur, protected 
from the N. by the Bimaru Hill. On the W. the Kabul 
river flows through the gorge formed by the Asmai and Sher Dar- 
waza, Hills. 

The city is 3$ miles in circumference, and is no longer walled. 
One gate alone is standing, that on the eastern face, known as 
the Lahore Gate (~arwaza-i- aho ore). 

The lower Bala Hisar has been completely dismantled. The 
upper Bala Hisar is now kept up as a grain store. 

The bridges over the Kabul i iver at Kabul are 10 in number, 
VZX.- 

(1) Pul-i-Deh-i-Mozang ; brick. 
(2) Workshops bridge ; footbridge. 
(3) At Bagh-i-Alarn Ganj. 
(4) Pul-i-Shah-i-Dushamshira ; narrow brick bridge connect- 

ing city with Chandawal quarter ; fit for all arms in 
1880. 

(5) New (trestle) bridge connecting Arg with Timur's tomb. 
(6) Pul-i-Khishti ; brick bridge connecting Deh-i-AlZul.a d 

Khani with the city ; fit for all arms in 1880. 
(7)  Pul-i-Eagh-i- Ali Maidan, connecting Arg and liot \~nIi  

with transport lines and Idgah mosque. 
( 8 )  Pul-i-BIahmud Khan ; stone bridge connecting Sherpur 

wibh Bala Hisar, fit for all arms in 1880. 
(9) New bridge connecting leather factory with hospital. 

(10) Pnl-i-Kala-i-Muhammad Umar ; wooden bridge con- 
neciing S.E. portion of Sherpur cantonment; with road 
t;o Butkhak, passing N. of Siah Sang spur. Fit for 
all arms in 1880. 

All bridges except No. 2, are presumably fit for all arms 
(1912,) 

The city is divided in to quarters (mg halla) and streets (kucHa). 
The latter are closed by small gates, which in time of u-ar arc 
built up. The plsce then becomes s collection of small f ~ r t ~ - ~ ~ . ; -  
es rendering street fig11 ting z-b troublesome task for thc atttackers. 

There are over 30 streets in the cit'y, the taro principal 
being the Shor bnznr and the Char Chata. The four principal 



mosques are the Masjid-i-Safed, Madrasa, Mas jid-i-Pul-i- 
Khishti, and Mesjid-i-Bsla Cliauk. The burial places are ell 
outside the town. 

The Amir's fortified palace, or Arg, as i t  is locrrlly called, is 
situated in well timbered grounds (2 mile by 4 mile in area), 
N. of the city between Abm Ganj and Sherpur. The Arg 
grounds are partly enclosed by an iron garden railing and 
partly by a wall. There are 2 gateways-one facing Alam 
Ganj, the other facing J.:. Round the walls of the outer enclo- 
sure and facing inward.;, are the various Government offices. The 
Arg itself is surrounded by a wet ditch ; width a t  top, 60' ; 
breadth of water, 30' . This moat is crossed by a golid brick 
bridge, not a drawbridge. 

The Avg is a massive structure about 250x square, and 
some 50' from the bed of the most ; i t  has 3 bastions on each 
face, upon which guns are mounted. The walls are of immense 
thickness, and loopholed for rifle fire. At the top, built into the 
wall, and 011 the inner side, are store rooms, and the barracks of 
the Housel~old troops which alone garrison the fortress. 

The Arg is said to contain a vast armoury of weapons of all 
kinds, including some 300 pieces of artillery, many of them of 
modern design. 41 modern guns are said to be mounted on the 
bastions (1910). 

In the outer enclosure of the Arg stands the public Durbar 
Hall, the inside measurements of which are, length 190', breadf h 
60' and height 30'. The *4rg is kept in perfect repair. 

Tlze various workshops, including the Arsenal, are situated 
on the left bank of the Kabul river, right in the Deh-i-Mozang 
gorge. Not only is war material, including heavy ordnance, 
turned out in thegs factories, but also leather and other kinds 
of work (such as saddles, cartridge pouches and transport carts). 

The change in the external aspect of Kabul since its evacua- 
tion by the British in 1880 is not very great. The place can now 
boast the Arg and some other good houses, includiqg Prince Nag- 
~ullrt Khan's (Londoni kot i ) ,  which contrast favourably with the 
old mud buildings of former days. One or two broad roads, lined 
wit11 trees, have been constructed, and the streets in tlie city are 
now (1912) to be all widened. Wlreeled vehi:les are on the in- 
crease, and are no longer an unusual sight about Kabul, yet the 
roads are atill generally very bad. 



ROUTE No. I-concld. 
The Sherpnr cantonment is full of troops, and does not 

sppo7,r to have been much altered since the war, except that 
the parapets and portions of the wall are in bad repair. 

Tho forts huilt by us during our occupation, on the hills 
roun K obul, appear to be carefully kept up and oocupied by 
Afghan trr~ops. 

Camping ground.-Several, for a total of 4 or 5 divisions. 
Wnier supply.-Is good and is derived from wells and also 

from an excellent canal (amongst several others) called the Jui  
Sher which is brought from the Paghman h i b a n d  joins the 
Kabul river near Chandawal. 

Fuel.-During our occupation of Kabul in 1879-80, fire- 
wood was obtainable in good quantities, but i t  has since 
become very scarce in the neighbourhood of Kabul and now 
(1912) the bulk of the supply i. imported from some considera- 
ble dig tance. 

Fodder and Supplies.-General Badcock, Commissary General 
in Chief during the second Afghan war (1878-80) expressed 
an opinion that a force of 10.000 men with followers and 
transport arriving a t  Kabul a t  any period of the year would 
find supplies of wheat, grain and fodder for animals for atl least 
12 months and a, supply of sheep sufficient to meet i 't s re- 
quirement~. The presence of a force in Kabul, however, dur- 
ing a second year would entail serious supply difficnltics. 
The above figures give an idea uf ml~s t  t h ~  co ntry can and did 
supply in 1879-80, when all food and grain supplies wit11 
:hc exception of chi, rum and tea were obtained locally and 
not from Indiat. 

ROUTE NO. I - A .  
TSATSOBI TO DAKKA PORT. 

14  miles. 1 stage. 
Authority.-Report. on Baxar valley expeditions 1878- 

79 ; Routes on the North-\Vest Frontier 1892 ; 
Tytler, 1878. 

Epitome. 
Qeneral description.-This is a continuation of Route 17, 

Routes South of the Kabul Rizer ailcl leads direct from the Bazar 
valley to Dakka, In 1878 General Tytler's column of 1,400 



ROUTE No. 1-A--cmld. 
rifles and 80 sabres with mule transport, bivouacked in a 
grassy plain about 8 miles S. of Dakka and crossed over into 
the Bazar valley by t h i ~  route. Nadir Shah is believed to have 
used this route instead of the IChaibar when he invaded India, 
and lie is known to have largely used camel transport. 

Road.-Camel road for 12 miles, thence metalled road 24', 
no obstacles are met with ; route open throughout the year. 

Camping-ground.- 
Water.- I 

Fuel.- i Vide Route 1, Stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
~Supplies.- J 

No. 
of stage 

and 
:,otal die- 

tance. 

UETAILS. 

~ e a v i n ~  Tsatsobi, which stands in a well cultivated and par- 
tially wooded valley, whence Route 16, Routes South of the 
Kabul River, branches off N.E. to Landi Kotal, the hrack enters 
China,? nula,* usually dry, down ~rhicll i t  runs in a north-wester- 
lv  direction for 3 miles to Chinar or Chuner (50 l~ouses). 
%hence it leaves the nala, and proceeds N.E. At S miles cross 
Route 1-B. about 2 mile before it  enters t,he Tarkai tangi. 
Here t,rrack enters Cliinar nala once more which it follows t,o 9 
miles, when it finally leaves this naln and heads due N. for Loi 
Dakka (12 miles). At 11 miles cross Route 2, 1 mile E. of the 
Garliai Ghakke. Ron1 these cross-roads a camel road runs P.E. 
to  Haft Chali 3 miles distant. At 12 miles Loi Dakka, 
t,hence by rnet,alled road to Dakkcz fort, vide Route 1, Stage l. 

Camping ground- 7 
Water.- 
Fuel .- I 

J 
Vide Route 1, Stage 1. 

Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

1 DAKKA FORT . . 14 m. Camel track to 12 

* No detallrr except that it la described as a valley of average breadth. 

14 in. 
(1,300') .miles, thence metal- 

led road 24' to end of 
stage. 



ROUTE NO. 1-B. 
PAINDA KHAK TO DAKKA FORT. 

11 miles. 1 stage. 
Adhority .-Native information, 1912. 

Epitome, 

General description.-A route forming one of the lateral 
communications between the 2 main Routes 1 and 2, running 
from Painda Khak in the first stage of the latter route to Dakkp: 
fort, stage 1 of the former route. Road.-Mule road t'hrough- 
out. The following obstacles are encountered :- 

(i) The Darbend pass ; ascent and descent steep, but qoite 
feasible for laden mules. 

(ii) The Taraki tangi which it ascends for 2 miles ; no clifi- 
culty. 

Route open througllout the year. 
Camping ground .- 
Water.- 
Fuel.-- 1 Vide Route 1, Stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- I 

J 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tanec. 
- - -- 

DAKKA FORT 11 m. Mule road, 1 (1,300'). 
11 m. i 
Painda Khak, the starting point of this route is a small 

Ehnsc~dnr post in the Khaibar pass half way between Loi 
Dalika and Landi Kotal about 64 miles distant froin each 
place. Leaving Painda Khak the track proceeds B.W. A t  
1 rnile cross the Darband pass ; ascent and descent steep, but 

for mules. At I t  miles, Gurrakki Oba, a small spring 
of excellent water. Here track curves and proceeds N.W. At  
2 t  miles Darband, fern scattered houses about $ mile to the N.E. 
u p  the valley. At 4 miles cross the Chinar nala, usually dl-\~ ; 
a t  5 miles enter the Taraki tangi, an arrow defile, which extends 
for 2 miles ; no difficulty. Emerging from the tangi a t  7 ~niles 
the track joins Route 2 which it follows for 2 miles, when i t  



turns almost at right aagba N.E. and runs to Dakka fort 
reached at  11 miles. 

cum ping-ground,- 7 
Water.- 
Fuel.- J Vide Route 1, Stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. I -C .  

CAJW THABAI TO DAKKA FORT. 
1 stage. 18 miles. 

Authority.-Bazar expedition, 1878. 
Native surveyor, 1908. 

Epitome. 

General description.-This is a continuation of Route 18 
Routes South of the Kabul River, and leads direct from the Bazar 
valley to Dakka. Road.-Mule roa$, said to be practicable for 
lightly laden camels. Traversed by General Tytler's column, 
accoinpailied by 2 mountain guns and mule transport in 1878, 
The track is commanded by precipitous wooded cliffs aild i n  
places by fortified l~omestcads. A difficult pass a t  mile 15 is 
the only obstacle eq~ountered. Route open a t  all seasons of the 
year. 

Ca,mping-ground.- - I  

TVuter.- i Pud. - Vide Route I, Stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

-- 

DETAILS. 

tance. 
- - -- - -. - -- ------ 

1 DAKKA FORT 18 m. Mule road (said to 
(1,300'). be practicable also 

18 m. I for camels). 



General direction almost due N. Leaving Thabai the 
road follows an irrigation channel on the right bank ol the nala, 
but the nala bed is also passable for mules. A t  1 mile k71a- 
sadar post of Dur Baba (18 men) ; post 40x bv 30x,  walls 
18' high, 11' thick a t  the top ; about 300 higher up 
the hill side there is a similar but smaller post used 
by the garrison in the summer. Just beyond the post is the 
xiarnt, round which several houses are scattered, belong- 
ing to tlie Shaikhs of tlie ziarnt and some Mir J an  Khel 
Shinwaris. Here there is some cultivation. At 5 miles tlie 
villages of Sholghar or Shilghar, which are strongly forti- 
fied and defended by towers. Erom Sholghar a t,rack runs 
N.W. to  Pesh Bulak. Leaving Sholghar track leads across 
waterless, grassy plains to mile 14. At 9 miles Route 1-D from 
Tsattsobi to  Basawal is crossed ; there are several cave hamlets 
near the cross roads. At mile 15, a difficult pa.s:; with precipitous 
sides is encounterecl. At P G  miles, track turns sharply K. I<. 
andleads direct for Dakka, for t  reached ab 18 miles. 

C'amping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - 1 Vide Routc 1, Stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- I 

ROUTE NO. 1-D. 

TSATSOBI TO BASAWAL. 
16 miles. I stage. 

Authority.-Native information, 1912. 
Epitome. 

General descr,iption.--This is also a continuatioii of route 17, 
Routes South of the Kabul River, and leads direct fro111 the Bazar 
valley to  Basawal vid the Tsatsobi pass. It crosses a t  7 
miles Route 1-C. wliicll leads from Bazar to Dakka, and a 
througll route froill Bazar to Basawal is hhereby established. 
Tliis route was followed 1 ~ y  a column wit11 mule transport under 
General Tytler in 1880. Road.-Mule track throughout, with no 



steep gradients. No river, pass or other ohstacle encountered. 
Route open throughout the year. 

Camping-grozcnd.- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - 
Fodder.- 

I 

I Notllin: appreciable orcopt a t  
Base~val, vidr Roil:e 1, s : s , e  2. 

1 

-- - 
No. 

of stage 
and I DETAILS. 

total  dis- 
t,ance. I 

-- 

BASAWAL 16 m. Mule track. -- I 1 (1,400'). 
16 m. 1 
Eor the first 3 mi193 to Ciiinczr the track followed 

is part oE Roxte 1-A. At Cl~inar tliesa routes biEurcate, 
Route 1-A. running N. to  Dakka fort while this route con- 
tinues N.W. to  Basawal. At 7 rniles several cave villages and 
her* Route 1-C. from Bazar i;o DaBka vi6 the Tliibai pass 
i 3  crm~e~d.  The track then coniinuej along the southern and 
western slopes of Amarkot whicll overloobs tho Sam Ghakhai 
p a ~ s  I'roin the S. At 16 miles Basawal. 

Camping -ground.--] 
Water.- 
Fuel. - i Vide Route 1, Stage 2. 
Fodder.- 
Sz~pplies.- I 

J 

ROUTE NO. I-E. 
BASAWAL TO JALALABAD. 

Vi& Kahi. 
40 miles. I stages. 

Authority.-Native information, 1912. 
Epitome. 

General description.-Alternative route through Ningrahar to 
tlie Basawal-Jslalsbad section of tlie two main routes (Routes 
I and 2). 



Road.-Good camel road, generally over uncultivated 
plains and hence easily convertible to a cart road as far as 
Roghani (stage 3). Thence for the last stage to Jalalabad it 
is reported (1912) that the road has been improved for carts: but 
not metalled ; as far as Hada (10 miles) i t  is not clear, however, 
which of the following existing tracks have been improved for 
carts :- 

(i) T7iB Kahan Kau and Sahibzada. 

(ii) T'iB Kaltarghar and Harban. 

Length of both tracks is 10 miles ; the former has been followed 
as i t  appears to traverse the more populous country, should tjhc 
latter road have been selected for improvement i t  is probable 
that i t  will be continued to Jaba (sta,ge 2) wid Shershai. In this 
case, stage 3 would eit,her be a t  Shershai, 2 miles N.W. of Roghani 
or a t  Kaltarghar 4 miles due N. of R,oghani, instead of a t  R'oghani 
as described. The only obstacles that are inet with are several 
na7as and streams, the more import,ant being the Hisarak Rud 
a t  stage 3 and the Chapriar stream in t,lle last stage, both of 
which are liable to cause temporcry obstruction owing to 
spates. ' Route open throughout the year. 

Campiny -grounds.-For a division a t  stage 1, and for 1 
infantry brigade a t  least a t  remaining intermediate stages. 

Water.-For a brigade a t  all &ages, possibly for a division 
a t  Roghani (stage 3) from the Hisarak Rud. 

Fuel*- ? No details, probably nothing appreciable. 
~0dder.-) 
Supplies.-No details, but I<a.hi (stage 1) is the headqlrarters 

of an Afghan brigade and in the vicinity of the Maidanak villages. 
Jaba (stage 2) consists of a cluster of villages on both banks 
of the Kot khwnr along whose banks to the soutllward are other 
neighbouring villages. Roghani (stage 3) is roughly in the 
centre of a group of villages which owe their existence to the 
Hisarak Rud. Hence it  is reasonable to assume that unground 
wheat for the troops of at  least 1 infantry brlgacle wit'h 
proportion of divisional troops, and grain ~ n c l  bhusa for its 
transport animals for 2 or 3 days, woulcl normally be avail- 
able at  eaoh of these 3 intermediate stay23 of this route. 



1 / KAHI . . 11 m. Camel road. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

Leaving Basawal the road runs S.W. and crosses an 
open and mostly uncultivated plain. At 4 miles it  crosses 
a broad nala formed by the confluence of 3 mounhin 
streams ; nala usually dry, stony bed, banks moderate gradient. 
At 4i miles Pesh Bolak (Bulals), group of 7 Dehgan villages, 
largest group containing 400 houses ; fortified post; garrison : 
2 squadrons cavalry and two (in summer 3) companies infantry. 
Duriiig first Afghan war (1841) there was a detachment of 
jazailchis here under Captain Ferris. Leaving Pesh Bolak tlm 
road continues S.W. across an open and little cultivated plain. 
At 10 miles Deh Sarak (80 to 90 small hamlets). Here the Banda 
khwar joins t'he main khwar from the R. At 11 miles the Shin- 
wari villlage of Kahi (150 houses), headquarters of the Kahi 
Brigade. Cantonmelit with sniall bazzr of 15 shops immediately 
to the VST. of the junction of the Pekha and Adalkhelo khwcrrs. 

Garrison -( 19 12). ---- 
2 battahons infantry, each 600 strong, armed with Martini- 

Hemy rifles. 
1 mountain battery, six 1n uzzle-loading guns for mule trans- 

port, establishment 172. 
1 cavalry regiment 400 strong. 
Camping-ground.-No details but the ' plains,' referred to 

indicate the probability that a division a t  least could encamp 
in the vicinity. 

Water.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least from good perennial 
springs in the bed of the nala. 

DETAILS. 

- &el. - 1 No details, probably nothing appreciable. Fodder.--, 
Supplies.-The 1)resence of the brigade indicat-cs that supplies 

for this forcc, probably for 2 or 3 months a t  least, would noz- 
mnlly be stored here. 

tance. 



2 JABA . . . . 7 m. Camel road. 

Road now runs N.W. A t  4 miles Chilgazai (250 houses) 
on the right bank of nala of that name. A force of about 
1,200 of all arms under General Tytler encamped here on 
the 22nd March 1879, returning from a punitive expedit'ion 
against the Shinwaris of Maidanak, a group of villages 4 miles 
due S, of Chilgazai. At 6; miles cross the Kot khwur ; no diffi- 
culty. Country throughout the stage is open and passable by 
all arms, but broken ground is met with N. and S. of Chilgazai. 
At 7 miles Jaba, a collection of Tirahi villages (largest contain- 
ing about 100 houses) on both banks of the kkwar. 

Camping-ground.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.- For the above force and more from tlie l<ot khwar 

in which the stream is perennial, though small in summor. 
Fuel.-- Scarce. 
Fodder.- 7 Nothing appreciable. Supplies.- 

3 ROGHANI . . 7 m. Camel road. 

Leaving Jaba the road immediately bifurcates. The norL11- 
ern arm runs N.W. vi.i Shershai, a collection of Dellgan 
hamlets passed a t  6 miles and the Tajili village of Kaltarag:ma 
(200 houses) passed a t  11 miles and rejoins tho route a t  
Hada in the last stage, 5 miles from Jalalabad. Th2 south- 
ern arm, tho present route, proceeds almost due FIT. across 
an ~~ncultivated plain ; a t  6& miles tho Hisarak Rud ; easily ford- 
able except after heavy rain when a temporary obstruction rnigllt 
occur. At 7 miles the camping-ground known as R,oghani, 
bounded on lthe N. by the Banda villages (400 houses), on the 
W. by the Kadi villages, and on the S. and S.W. by the Roghsni 
hamlets which gradually merge into those known as IIisarsk, 
occupied by Mohmands and Dehgans. 

Canzping-ground.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least, N.W. of 
village. 



Water.-For the above force and more, from the Hisarak 
Rud and from karez near Banda. 

Fuel.- \ No details. Fodder. -, 
Supplies.--Fairly plentiful. It is probable that unground 

wheat sufficient for an infantry brigade also grain for its trans- 
port animals for 2 or 3 days a t  least could normally be collected 
from the surroanding villages. 

At Ro~llani C- this route crosses Route 2-B running from the 
Kurrsm valley t o  Barikao (Route 2, stage 3). 

A csnlel tracli runs N.W. from Rogllani to Iialtarghar dis- 
tai~ce 4 miles. 

4 JALALABAD . . 15 rn. Unmetalled cart road, 
--A (1,950'). 
40 m. 

Leaving Roghani road runs N.W. At 4 miles Kahan 
or Kau (400 houses). At 7 miles small Tajik village of 
Sallibzada. At 84 miles cross Chapriar stream, 300x broad, 
sandy bottom, small stream of good water, normally easily 
fordable everywhere but subject to spates. 

At 10 miles the Mohmencl village of Hada or Ada (400 
houses) ; seat of considerable trade ; notorious as the residence 
of the late Nsjamuddin (died 1902), celebrated ' Hada M u h  ' 
persistently hostile to the British and cause of several disturb- 
ances. Now (1912) residence of his successor Mir Saiyid Jan 
Badellah. 

From Hada road runs duo N. to Jalalabad reached a t  15 
miles. 

Cantping grounr7.- 
TVater.- 
Fuel.- 

1 
I 

Vide o u t  1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 



ROUTE NO, I - F a  

CAMP (ON THE NORTHERN SIDE OF THE) AGAM 
PASS TO JALALAB AD. 

38 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority.-McBarnet, from native information, 1893. 

Epitome. 

General clescription.-This route connects a t  the camping 
vround on the N. side of the Agam pass \\.it11 itoute 55, b 

Iioutes South of the Kcllzcl Rirer, and together they forin a, 

through route from Parachinar to Jalalabad ciB the Agam pass* 
(11,766'), the most western and the lowest ancl easiest of 
all the passes over the Safed Koh. Road.-Practicable for 
mules throughout and from Agam to Jnlalabad (10 miles) 
easily convertible for carts. No serious obstacles ellcountered 
along the route, n~hich is open throughout the year (but vide 
footnote regarding the Agam pass). 

Camping-grounds.-No details regarding the camps a t  the 
2 intermediate stages. 

Water.-For one infantry brigade a t  least at the intermediate 
stages, from the Chapriar stream. 

Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to a limited extent at  stage 2 ; probably 

fair camel grazing throughout. 
Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to a limited extent, 

a t  stage 2. 

No. , 
of stage 

and 
tot,al dis- 

tance. i 

1 ' PACHIR . . 15 m. Mule road. . 
I 

15 nl. I 
Leaving camp? at. t,he northern approach to the Agam 

pass the road runs N.E. Very lit't!e is known of the road from the 
-- - - - . - - - - - - - - 

:' llloclicd by snow lor a t  least 6 months of thc year. 
t Xxact position and dctails of this caxrlp arc not l inow~.  



crest of the pass to  Agam 4 miles beyond (N. of) Pachir, but  
Coloi~el Low, who reached the summit from the Kurram side 
in 1879, considered that the road on tlhe Jalalabad (N.! side 
was easier, and believed the route to be practicable for laden 
mules. Colonel Low also found traces of camel traffic. At 
15 miles Pachir on a tributary of the Chapriar. 

Camping-groz~nd. - -1 
Water.- I No details, but there would probably 
Fuel. - t be water for 1 infantry brigade from 
Fodder. - I the stream on which Pacllir stands. 
Supplies. - I 

J 

2 DAULATZAI 14 m. Rlule road, 

General direction due N. to Agam (4 iniles), thence 
N.E. to Daulatzai. Leaving Pachir the road leads through 
hilly country as for as Agam which stands at n bendof the 
Chapriar stream a t  the foot of the Safed ICoh and consists of 
several well-built mud forts and numerous orchards ; permanent 
gurrison 400 khasadars. I n  summer the greater portion of thc 
Jalalabad garrison moves to Agam where new barracks were built, 
1910-11. The road now follows left bank of the Chapriar stream 
passing several fortified villages which generally lie on the right 
bank and which are surrounded by muck cultivation. 

A t  12; miles cross Route 2-A, opposite Kandibagh, stage 2 
of that  route. The Chapriar vallev down which the road runs 
in this stage after leaving Agam, is flanked close to the river on 
the W. by high hills, but to the E. on the right bank of the river 
the valley is 1 to 2 miles wide and highly cultivated. At 14 
miles, Daulatzai, group of fortified hamlets SII rrounded by culti - 
vation ; garrison 200 Ichasadar~. 

Camping -grou fad. -NO details. 
Water.-For 2 or 3 brigades a t  least from the Chapriar. 
Fzlel. - 
Fodder. - No details. 

, 
Sz~pp1ies.-Supplementary stores of grain could evidently 

be cou~lt~ed on here as there is wuch cultivation from 13nd 
irrigated by the Chapriar, 



A new road was reported as being under construction in 
February 1911 from Daulatzai along the Chapriar stream to 
Ali Boghan, direction N.E., dist8ancc abont 12 miles. 

3 JALALABAD .. 9 m. Camel road easily 
-- (1,950') convertible for cart. 
38 m. 

The Road now immediately leaves the Chapriar stream 
which Flows X.E. to the Kabul river and runs almost due N. 
and crosses a stony plain for 8 miles ; for the last niile it 
leads throhfh the cultivated fields S. of Jalalabad. 

Camping -grozint!.- 7 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 

I 
I Vide Rozlte 1, Stage 5. 

Fodder.-- 
Sz~pplies.- J 

ROUTE NO. 1-G. 

JALALABAD TO KAJURAI (KATS LAGHMAN) 
? i d  THE JAWARA MINA PASS. 

23 miles. 2 stages. 

Au4hority.-2nd Afghan war records and Routes on 
the N.-W. Fro:ltier, 1892. 

Epitome. 
General description.-An alternative route between JaIalabad 

and Kajurai: stages 5 and 6 of Route 1. Road.-Metalled road for 
t,he first 10 miles, t,lien mule track to Jabar Khan (stage 1) ; 
thereafter little is known of the road t,ill i t  joins Route 1 at 
about mile 21 except that the ascent of the Jawara Mina pass 
from the S. is impassable for laden animals. For the last 

NOTE.-A collirnn consisting of one mountain battery and one regiment of 
infantry followed this route on the 1st  April 1879. Leaving Jalnlabad a t  9 p.m. 
they followed the Kabul road for 9 llliles and then turned sharp to  the north 
throughirrigated land. The Surkhab was crossed with difficulty by a ford l k  
miles fro111 the village of Tatangi Nawab Jabar Khan, and the village a t  the foot 
of the pass was reached soon aftcr daybreak. In  many places the road ovcr the 
pass had to be lnnde pas5ablc for the lnliles and guns, over ascents, 2nd descents 
across large boulders and layers of roc];, so that  i t  M'RS 10 a.m. when the crest 
was gained. Kachuni was reached a t  1-15 P.m. The rear-guard did not  arrive 
till 2 p.m. on the following day after extraordinary difficulties with the mules. 



ROUTE NO. 1-G-contd. 
2 miles the road follows Route 1 t o  Kajurai (stage 6). The follow- 
ing obstacles are met with :- 

(i) I n  the 1st stage the Surkhab river ; lord temporarily 
illipassable after heavy rain. 

(ii) I n  the 2nd sta'ge the Jawara Minrt pass ; impassable 
for ladon mules. 

Route open throughout tlie year. 
Camping-grounds.-For I infantry brigade a t  Jabar Khan, 

tlie intermediate stage. 
Water.-For the above force at Jaba,r Khan ; thereafter 

there is probably no water till t,he Ka1)ul river is reached as 
country is described as desolate. 

Fuel.-Scantya 
w 

Fodder.- 
t No details. Supplies.--, - - LILI-P -"YI- d 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. - 

1 JABAR KHAN . . 14 111. Metalled motor road 
24' to Bagh (10 miles), 

14 m. thence mule road, 
Road follows the motor roa'd (Route 2) to Ba'gli (10 miles ), 

passing Charbagh, Mata Bagh and Sultanpur a t  4$, 7 and 9 
miles respectively ; Sultanpur large village with several water 
mills and numerous orchards. At. Bagh (10 miles) the traok 
leaves the motor road and runs due \V. striking the Surkhab 
river at 113 miles ; river a t  this point is a fast, flowing stream 
normally GO' hroad and 2&' deep ; quite impassable when 
swol!e ., the bcst ford is about 2 mile E. of the Tajik village of 
Shamshapur. At 14 miles a few scattered hamlets known as - 
Jabar ~ l i a n  where there is a suitable but amall site for a. camp. 

Camping -ground.-For 1 infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force a t  least from a water channel 

from the Surkhab. 
Fuel.-Scanty. 

2 -  KAJURAI . .  9 m. To summit of the 
Jawara Mina pass 

(2 miles) impaesable 



for laden mules ; the~zce to tlze Kabul river, reached at 7 miles 
believed to be at  least a mule track though not surveyed ; last 
2 nziles metalled road 24'. 

Leaving Jabar Khan the road illiluediately ascends the 
Jawara ll ina pass, by which the Siah Koll is here crossed 
by steep and dificalt zigzaqs. It takes over 2 hours to  reach 
the summit of the pass (4,800') ; rocks and boulders, combined 
with the seep and difficult road, make this pass impracticable 
for ladeli animals, though local b~~llocks aacl donkeys (witllou t 
loads) are frequently driven over it,. 

From the Jawara Mina the Kabul river is about 5 miles 
distant, but this part of the route has not been surveyed. For 
tlie last 2 miles t.his route follows the river route (R,oute 1) tto 
Kajurai (stage 6). 

Camping -groun d.- 7 
Water.- 
Fuel.- !- Vide Rout's 1 ,  Stags 5. 
Fodder.- I 
Sutpp2ies.- J I 

ROUTE NO. l-H. 
BAWALI TO KHAIRO KHEL (KATS LAGH- 

MAN). 
Vici the Waragali pass. 

18 miles. 2 stages. 

Azcthority.-Stewart, 1880. Routes on the N.-W. 
Frontier, 1892. 

5 
Epitome. 

Genera,? description.-one of the connecting routes between 
the 2 main Route; 1 and 2, running from stage 6 on the latter to  
stage 7 on the former route, trid the Waragali pass. It is the 
easiest known route over tlie Siah Koh. Road.-Metalled road 
24' to  4 miles, thence camel road throughout. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) The Surkhab river is forded in the first stage; tempo- 

rarily impassable after heavy rain. 
( i i )  The Warttgali pass (4,400') in the second stage ; descent 

difficult but frequently crossed by kuchi camels. 



Route open throughout the year, 
Camping-ground.-For 1 infantry brigade at the intermediate 

stage. , 
Water.-For the above force at that stage. 
Fuel.--Scanty throughout. 
Fodder.-Fair camel-grazing along the route. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable a t  Kurram. 

No. I 
of etage I 

DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 
---- 

I I KURRAM 
. . 11 m. Metalled motor road 24 

f 0 Fatehabad 4 milea, 
11m. ; thence camel road, 
For the first £OW miles to Fatehabad, tlie road follows the main 

motor road (Route 2) to Kabul, running S.W., across a stony plain. 
From Fatehabad which is .currounded by much cultivstion and 
inany fruit trees, the track strikes due W. across an open plain. ~t 
5 miles cross the Icarasu nda, no difficulty, after which f he road 
uradually veers N.W., and passes the hamlets of Bachhwani and 
h ? Barera, about 1 mile E. 0: the road, a t  64 and 7 mdes respect- 
ively. At S miles reach the S d k a b  1: miles E. of the Ghilzai 
village of Kankrak, road for the last mile being much illbrsect- 
ed by water courses. The Surlihab is forded here, banks moder- 
ately steep, average width of stream 50', normal depth 2'; ford 
vood and easy, but quite impassable after rain. Immediately after 
n 

the river the ascent of one of the spurs oE the Sish Koh 
commences ; the ascent is a t  fist steep and stony, but  lightly laden 
,imals ascend with difficulty. At 10 miles the road be- 
comes easy and level and f 0110~s the right bank O F  a. stream in 

there is an abundance of good water. At  11 miles 
brralu, a Nasir Khel Ghilzai village near whioh there is some 
cul~.vation and a, few luulberry trees. 

Campiltg.grmnd.-Spa~e limited ; sufficient for 1 infalltry 
brigade. 

wnler.-probably for 1 infantily brigade from the etream re. 
ferred to. 

ficl.-N 0 deteils. 
Fo@ev*- No details, probably nothing appreciable. 
Supplies, -- 



ROUTE NO. 1-H-concld. 

2 KHAIRO KHEL . . 7 111. Camel i*oad, 

The asceilb of the Warsgali pass is a t  once commenced. 
For nearly a mile the road cont,inues easy ; it t,hen bgcomes 

more difficult for a short distance, and then again the ascent 
becomes gradual and easy. At  3 miles reach the kotal, 
(4,400'). The road beyond this has not been surveyed. The 
descent a t  first is gentle, but afterwards said to be bad and 
difficult ; it runs down a nala flowing due n'. There can, 
however, be no doubt that it is a practicable route for light,ly 
laden animals, as kuchi camels frequentJy traverse it. It is in 
fact the easiest route across the Siah ICoh range. Thi-3 range 
consists chiefly of granite, and the hills on either side of the 
pass are steep and destitute of vegetation. 

Cu.m ping -ground. -- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - Vide Route 1, Stage 7.  
Fodder.-- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. I-J. 

KATS MUHAMMAD ALI TO KATA SANG. 

Vci6 the Dabeli pass. 
224 r i l e s .  2 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1879. 
Epitome. 

General description.-A lateral con~i~~unicatiou between the 2 
main Routes 1 and 2. Road.--Camel road with Lhe escsptior; o! 
300X in the second stage when the track niakes a sudden drop into 
the Pari clara defile, which only t'he stl*oilge~t animals ~ ~ i t h  light 
loads could negotiate. Tracli passes tl~rough mountainous country 
and is mucll coinmandecl. Tlie following ob.strrr?e.c are en- 
countered :- 

(i) Adrag Radrag pass in the first stage ; no difficulty. 



(ii) Dabeli pass in the second stage ; ascent and descent 
easy with the exception of the final drop of 300x into 
the Pari dzra defile already referred to. 

Route open throughout the year, 
Water.--Sufficient for 1 or 2 infantry brigades a t  'Llargai 

the intermediate stage. 1 
Fuel.-Wood plentiful, a t  Dargai, 
Pod&r.-Fair camel grazing througliout. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable a t  Dargai. 

CC- -T- 

No. 
of stage 

DETALLB . 
total dis 

tance. 

1 DARGAI . .  11 m. Camel road. 

11 n ~ .  : 
Turning soutll~vards froin the river, the road crosses the 

long, flat-topped spmns jrlfich jut out from the base of the 
Siah Koh, and for 2& miles is rough and stony. It then 
ascends by a steep zigzag for about a mile and \+inds'lslong the 
aide of the hill above a deep precipitous valley to "Chhota " 
Dargai (52 miles), a sinall piece of flat ground near a stream 
commanded on all sides by high barren hills. Zigzag is steep, 
but tllis part oE the road is other~lvise good. 

Froin " Cllhota " Dargai the road, here very good, follows the 
windings of tlle narro\v valley gradually, but steadily ascending, 
~mtil, at  8; miles, it. 'eaches the top of the Adrag Badrag pass, 
estimated at  ahout 4,300' higll. From here forts, etc., in Kats 
Lagllinan itre visible nit11 glasses. In  ascending the above- 
ulentioned valley the ~*oad is entirely shut in on both sides 
between the two high ridges of barren rocks though which the 
valley runs. From tllc pass the road drops quickly down, 
and a mile beyond ~ ~ e ~ ~ c h e s  a, stream of g e  maker in a wide bed, 
\vllic11 the road follows until, at; about 11 miles, it issues on the 
eastern encl 01 the Dargai plain. 

Throughout the gradients are easy with the exception of the 
zigzag in the 3rd iuile 1~11icl1 is rather steep. There would be no 
difficulty in tracing a good road for wheeled traffic. 

Galnpi~zg-grouacl.devera1 suitable places for encamping ; 
probably room lor 1 cr 2 infailtry brigades, possibly for a third, 



- ROUTE NO. I-J-contd. 
Water.--Stream of good :water in a wide bed ; probably 

suficient for the above force. 
Fuel.-Wood plentiful close to  camp. 
Fodder.-Ui~nlirnited supply of coarse grass procurable, fair 

camel grazing. 
Supplies.--Nil. 

2 KATA SANG . . 11 m. 4 f. Camel road. 

22 m, 4f. 
From " Bara " (or Loi) Dargai the route follows the banks 

of a stream for about 3$ miles, over easy gradients and open 
country, up to the entrance of s defile at  a locality named 
Garband Kai. Prom Kats Muhammad Ali up to tllis point 
the road was mucli improved by sappers in 1880. From here 
there is an alternative track to Jagdalak, past the ruby 
mines.* About 1;- miles up this defile the route branches off 
to tlie right and follows tlie bed of a n ~ t h e r  stream until it reaches 
tile Dabeli or Manzil pass, estimated a t  5,600'. This part of the 
road is also reinarkably good ; and tlls gradual ascent which is 
made to this point the whole way fro111 camp, is quit? inipercep- 
tible. For the next two iniles the road descends by an easy 
oraclient, winding round the face of tho hill above the Pnri darn 
b 

defile. It then iuakss a s~tdden drop for about 300 yards by a, 

zigzag (very steep and difficult for laden animals) to the stream, 
is reached at 7$ milea from Dargai. Here Routs 2 is met. 

* Leaving Garband Kai this road runs due S. and enters a very rough and 
narrow gorge, iinpracticable for laden animals, then crosses some open ground 
and a low liotnl and finslly descends into a valley with a stream whose course i l  
follows due JF. for 2k miles to Jagdalak. Length of this traclr is 7 miles. 

Holdich says that " the whole difficulty of the Laghmanvalley routc (i.e., a 
combination of this route with Routes 1 and 2) to Kabul from Jalalabad lllay be 
said to be distributed between its ends-the Darunta defile - and the D:~bcli 
pass. Between these two points the road, as it exish in its unmade condition, 
offers very unusual facilities to a marching force, (1) froin its contiguity to a large 
river, (2) its easy gradients, and (3)  its comparative irllmunity from attack ; a 
oain which would be much user-estimated by a mere comparison of the highest a 
point passed on this route \\iPh the ltnown height of the Jagdalak pass . " 

The kuchis frequently use it to avoid being plundered by the Khugianis. 
On this point.Colone1 Jenkins says : " I arn of opinion that it can be inado a very 
useful road, and could be guarded without difficulty if we held the Laghman 
valley by placing a Ghilzai post, a t  Dargai. Thc principal objection to this route 
has always been considered the Lakhai pass over the hill abovc the Darunta 
gorge, which was not passable even for kuchi camels. This is now obviated by 
(,he new road, and the only rolnaining bad piece on the whole route is the last, 
,300 yards or so of the desce~ t  to the Pari dara stream, which is very stcep. 
Everywhere else €he route is remarkably easy and good, and quite practicablc 
fo r  all arme, exoept wheeled art'illery, 0 0  far ae the road itself is concerned. " 



This final, sudden clrop is tLa cllieE difficulty in the route, being 
too steel) for any but the strongest animals. Wit!) timo the 
desceilt could 1)e made fit :or slleels, but the present track 
cannot be i i ~ ~ p r o ~ c d  and would have to hs abandoned, a better 
track could easily he laid oat to the i::lt oE the present one. 

For the !&st mile and s hall' the 1.oa.d fol1on:s l h n t e  2? to 
KaDta Sang. 

(7ajrnpi:2(;-rlro ~~ncl .-  
Water.- 1 
F I L ~ . -  Vicle Itoutc 2, Stage 10. 
Foctdv.- 
A S ? (  p]l/i?S. -- 

ROUTE NO. 2. 

LAND1 KOTAL TO KABUL. 

V i i  Jalalabad and the Khurd Kabul paes. 
1598 miles. 14 stages. 

Authority.-Malleson, 1905 ; native information, 1911- 
12. 

Epitome. 

General description.--The principa'l through route to Kabul ; 
a, cart-road throughout with the exception of stage 2, Loi Dakka 
to Ba~awa~l,  wliere tho cart-road is left and tlie track vi6 the 
Sam Ghalcllai pass followed. This departure is made in order to 
keep Routes 1 and 2 entirely separate and consequently the 
oa,rt-road for this stage is allotted to Ro~xte 1. This route con- 
nects a t  Landi Kotal with Routes Soutlz of the Kabul River, Route 
6, making a through connection between Kabul and Peshamar. 
Road.-Stage 1 double cart-road to Landi Khana 3B miles, north- 
er.1 metalled with easy grades, southern unmetallea and steeper; 
thereafter one unmetalled cart road to end of stage. From stage 2 
to Kabul metalled road 24', wit11 12' to 16' metallin? (no soling). 
In  tohe last stage, in the section Butkhak tlo Pul-i-Bagrami (4: 
miles) the road is double, the second road metalled 16'. The main 
metalled road 24' referred to  is suitable for 2 streams of carts, 
maximum grade &. Curves negotiable by long cheasis car (66 H.P. 



Limousine motor car). Bridges used by 5-ton loads, and prob- 
ably up to 7 tons per vehicle. One hundred men per stage 
could ease curves in 6 hours suficiently for tractor with 2 trailers. 
Light railway could follow this ~ d i ~ n m e n t  with little difficulty as 
far as Jalalabad and possibly Niinle (stage 7). Beyond this, 
progress would be slow. Amir constantly   no tors by this road 
between Kabul and Jalslabad (3 liours). Total distance, Kabul 
to Pcshawar (189 miles), has been covered by car in 8 hours. 
Only difficulhy experieilced by motors (April 1911) was on dis- 
puted section Landi Khans-Tor Kham (1; miles), \\.here road has 
not been made. ~Yarai, bmlgalo~v, ijelephono office at each stage* 
between Jalalabad and Kabul. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) I n  the 2nd stage, the Sam Ghrtkhni pass (1,700') ; very 

easy. 
(ii) In the 9th stage, the Jagdalak kohl (6,200') ; maxi- 

mum gradient +.. 
(iii) In the 12th stage, the Haft Kandso (8,200') ; no diffi- 

culty. 
(iv) In the 13th stage, the Khurd Kabul defile (7,030') ; 

defile 6 miles long, flanked by high mountlarins, pafasago 
difficult in the face of oppo~it~ion. 

Route open throughout tho year. 
Camping grozcnds.-For 1 division a t  least a t  all stages ex- 

cept at  :- 
Jagdalak (stage 9)" . . Camp for 1 infantry brigade with 

proportion of divi~iona~l troops. 
Kata Sang (stage 10) 
Teziiz river (stage 11) 3 Camp for 2 infantry brigades with 

Taraki (stage 12) proportioil of divisional troops. 

Water.--For 1 division a t  all stages except at  :- 
Barikao (stage 3), water for 2 infantry brigades with pru- 

portion of divisional troops. 
Jagdalak (stage 9), water for 2 or 3 infantry brigades wit11 

proportion of divisional troops. 
Kata Sang (stage lo), water for 1 infantry brigade, wit11 

proportion of divisional troops. 
- - - 

* Between Jagdalak (Stage 9) and B~~tkhal i  (Stage 13) the Amir ha6 only 
2 infermediate stages, viz., at Barikso and Khak-i-Jrrbar. 



Fuel.-Scanty throughout, except at Gandamak an interme- 
diate camp between stages 7 and 8 and Kata Sang (stage 10) 
where wood to a considerable extent is procurable from the 
wooded slopes of the northern spurs of the Safed Koh, within 
5 miles of camp. 

Fodder.--Khasil a t  Basawal (stage Z ) ,  Jalalabad (stage 5) 
and Ssrlihpul (stage 8) for horsss of a cavalry brigade daily 
during March and April ; bhusa in varying quantities a t  every 
stnne except between stages 9 to 12 where there is nil.-Camel 
grazing generally negligible ; probably for about 500 camels as 
far W. as Gandarnak, and for half t'hat numbcr between Gan- 
damak and Kabul, except during winter when very little is ob- 
tainable. 

Rupp1ies.-For troops to any lar,e extent cannot be 
reckoned on, except a t  Jalalabad and Kabul, though stores of 
un;round wheat and barley in varying quantities are available 
a t  every stage, except between stages 9 to 12 where there is nil. 
Amir maintains 2 days' supplies for 5,000 men and their transport 
a t  ench stage* between Kabul and Jalalabad. At Jalalabad ata. 
ghi, dal, rice and llnground wheat, barley and maize for 1 
division for about a week. 

At Kabul supplies for 12,000 men and 10,000 animals for 
1 year. 

- - - - - - - - - 

No. 

metalled with sasy grades, southern unmetalled and steeper ; 
thence uizmetalled cart road to encl of stage. 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

1 LO1 DAKKA 12 m. Double cart road to 

At 1 mile pass water tanks supplied by pipes from springs at 
Tangi (12 miles S.W.). There are four tanks at; this point 
and one a t  Tnngi, the headworks of the water-supply. There 

DETAILS. 

12 m. 

-- - - - . -  - . _ _  _ -  _ 
* Amir's stages are at ~kril ino and Khali-i-Jabar between Jagdalak and 

Butlihak. 

- --- - - - - - - - - - - -- 

(1,300'). Landi Khana 33 
miles ; northern road 



are also four small tanks for watering animals ; dirncnsions as fol- 
lows :- 

1. Covered tank . . . . .25 x 20 yards 
2. Open ,, . . . . . . 50 x 16 ,, 
3. Open ,, . . . . . . 33 x 14 ,, 
4. Open ,, . . . . . . 32 x 21 ,, 

Combined contents of above four tanks = 761,350 gallons of 
water. 

Tangi head work tank, 16 x 18 yards. 
Animal watering tanks. 
(1) 33 x 1 yard. (3) 8 x 1 yard. 
(2) 43 X 1 9 ,  (4) 8 x 1 9 ,  

There is a small post of Khaibar Rifles to guard t,he tanks. 
From the tanks road follows N. side of valley, rising gener- 

ally to Dtlichni Lnndao* 2P miles ; here t,o the S. of thc 
road on a knoll about 50 above the col is BIichni Ecndao 
blockhouse, with a garrison of Khaibar Rifles. 

Road now descends steeply to Landi Khana, passing a t  3 
miles the ruins of Fort Tytler on a spur to the S. At 3& miles 
Landi Khana camping-ground (no houses) situated a few feet 
above the level of the stream, and ~lccommodation for t ~ 7 o  bntta- 
lions only. A little fuel obtainable from the hills in vicinity. 
Grass in small quantities ; water-supply over 100,000 gallons 
daily, and of good quality. Between Landi Khana and Tor 
Kham, t,he road though not properly made, can be followed 
by wheels without any difficulty, except when a t  4 miles it 
crosses a stony ravine which is difficult for all wheeled traffic. 
Tor Bham, on the frontier, iz reached a t  5 miles.? 

From Tor Kham to Delika the road is good and broad ; sur- 
face stony or shaly (unmetalled). A t  44 milcs stream disappears 
in the sand and there is no more water until Dakka is reached, 
with the exception of two wells, one at  l'aindn Khak post, and 
the other a t  Haf t  C'hah post, both held by Afghan khcrsada~s. 

- - - - -- - - - 

xc Kandao is a col or saddle. 
tl'lie Amir disputes this boundary, which has never been demarcated, claiming 

t o  the head of the Landi Khana stream. 



A t  6f  miles, Painda IUlak post,* held by khasadars from 
Dakka. The post itself in bad repair and commanded at short 
range from hi119 to tlie N.W. Paper strength of garrison is 100, but 
there are seldom more than a dozen men on duty in peace-time. 

From Painda Khali, Route 1-B., runs N.W., to Dakka fort. 
At 83 miles Haft Chah, a small stone fort for 50 men. It is 

well sited on top of a conical hill in centre of valley, but in 1905 
appeared to be almost in ruins. Small supply of water, sufficient 
for this garrison, from a spring in a nala to  the E. about 1,000x 
from t& post, and not covered by i t  ; an alternat,ive supply is 
from a spring 11 miles to the N.E. 

From Haft Chah a camel track bads over the Gara ridge duo 
N. to Kam Dakka ; there is a good spring of water on the Kttm 
Dakka side of this ridge near its foot; troops using this route 
should take a guide ; i t  may easily be mistaken, as once happened 
iu 1879. 

At 9 miles the hills coiltract again ; the road runs througll a 
gap in t,liem, about lOOx mide, and a t  98 emerges on a mide, 
stony plain, across which it runs for 3 miles. Two small isolated 
hills a mile to left front here offer a comnlanding position. 

At 122 miles village of Loi Dakka (100 houses) on the banks 
of the Chinar naia, an offshoot of the Kabul river, distant about 
400 yards ; i t  is partly surrounde~l by a low and half ruined mud 
wail. A winter camp for ?cz~clt,i.s. Here the hills approach 
close to  the left of the road. 

Camping ground.-For a division S. of the village on an open 
plain 2 miles long by 1 mile wide, bounded on the S.E. and W. 
by hills, and on the N. by t,lze Kabul river. The Chinar nala, 
running N. and S., rouglily bisects this plain. 
--__ _ - _ -  - I 

* This post was tlie scene of irequent raids during the last Afghan War, the 
raiders using a n  easy tracli leading tluough a gap in the higher hills to the village 
of Darband and thcnce over an  opcn plain to Yes11 Bulal; in Ningrahar. 8. of 
Darband Lizs the Sisobi (Tsataobi) pass, leading into the Bazar valley (Route 
3). 

In the spricg of 1879 convoys used to be fired on allnost daily when passing 
Painda I(ha,li. ~t last a carcful reconnaissance showed the value of this hill-top. 
-4 company of Gurkhas was posted there during the day, with the result tha t  all 
annoyance ceased. There is a sillall spring called Qurraklii 0 ba, about half-way 
u p  the Darband pass, an  the W. side. This is often the only water procurable 
between 1,itndi Khana and H a f t  (:hall, and though bad and scanty, mas of 
value to t,lle Cfurkllns and to thc robbers, who, until the supply was secured by 
the Gurkhas, l l~sde  i t  their head-quarters. There is s di;used irrigation chnnriel 
on the left bank of the nnln,  which might, bc used to bring water down for somr 
considerable distance. 



Water.-For a force of any size from the Kabul river, with 
a supplementary supply in camp itself from the Chinar, a peren- 
nial stream of good water. 

Fuel.-Nothing appreciable. 
Fodder.-Annual production 7,500 rnaunds bhzisa ; camel 

grazing negligible. 
Supplies.-Inhabitants, who are Mohmands and Shinwaris, 

possess 300 head of cattle and 700 sheep and goats. Annual 
production of wheat and barley averages 5,000 maunds. 

2 BASAWAL . . 13 m. 4 f .  Camel roadeasily con- 
---- ( 1400'). vertible to a cart- 
25 m, 4 i'. road. 

Leaving camp road runs S. W. At 1 mile, 4 other tracks join in, 
coming fromDaklta, Kam Dakkz, Chinar and Dwa Chashma. 
Road follows the last named and runs over a low watlershed, des- 
cending by an easy gradient into the bed of the Taraki tanyi at  
3 miles. Track then turns N.W. down the tangi, tllc bottom of 
which is sandy, about 5 yards wide, slopes on both sidcs gentle. 
At 4+ miles thc track from Dakka t o  itle Sam Gllakhai pass crosses 
the Taraki nala ; road now follom,s this track wliicll runs S.W. 
and is suitable for a double line of camels. At 8 miles cross the 
easy Sam Ghakhai pass (1,700') and bend round the base of the 
hill N. of the pass to Basawal reached at 14 miles. 

Camping ground.---) 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 

I 
Vide Route 1, stage 3. 

Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- J 
At Basawal Routes 1 and 2 are contiguous. 
From Basawal Route 2-A, runs roughly W. to Safecl Sang in 

stage 8, forming an important alternative to  this section of the 
present route. 

3 BARIKAO .. 10 m. Rc~sd is u~zmei,alled and 
-Ad- rurts over a salldjr desert ; 
35 m. 4 f .  i t  is passable ior motor 

tr,~ffic after rain, ~ I l e n  
the sand bincls and forms a fir211 surfax, but thesancl mon disin- 
tegrates aud the road is then impassruble without the help of 
elephants. 



The road now traverses the Batikot plain whiclz is little more 
than a stony desert, but in winter affords good pasturage and the 
Gliilzais bring large numbers of camels and sheep to graze here 
during the winter, returning to  the hills in the spring. 111 sum- 
lner this plain is swept by a burning hot wind. 

At 6 miles Batiliot (1850', 800 houses with several mud forts), 
inhabitants Tirahis, fanled for the z i a~a t  of Akhund Musa.-Here 
there is- 

Camping ground.-For a division or inore on plain N. of 
village. 

Tlrater.-For 2 infantry brigades from a perennial stream 
mile IV. of the villa,ge. 

Fzle1.-Obtainable in small qucntities ; chiefly low scrub on 
the plain. 

l{'odder.--For about 8,000 anilllals for one day. 
Sfupplies.-About 1,000 manods unground- grain normally 

availi~ble. 
From Batikot Rout3 2-A. to Sai'ed Sang ~ i : i  Kandibagh 

(Chapriar stream) branches off S.W. 
At 9 miles road crosses the Kot ?:?LZCJ:.', wide ravine with 

precipitous banks nrliich have been ramped and now made pass- 
able for motors. At 92 miles cross the Hisarak Rud, perennial 
stream of good water ; doubtful as to wlletller i t  has been 
bridged for motlors. At 10 miles camp Barikao, 14 miles S. 
of village of that  name ; inhabitants Dehgsns and Mohmands. 
1 squadron cavalry and 1 company infantjry quartered here ; 
winter encampment for Hasan Khel nomads. 

Camping ground.-For a division a t  least on the plain R. or 
the village. 

1Yater.-For 2 infantry brigades from the Hisarak stream, 
Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-A little grass obtainable in tllle summer ; about 7,500 

nlaunds bhusa nornlally available from Chardeh (24 miles N.E.) ; 
c:~inel grazing negligible. 

Supplies.-Tlze following is the data regarding Batikot and 
('lisrdeh, 4 and 24 miles distant respectively. 

Batikot 1,000 ivaunds unground grain normally available. 
Chardeh. Annual production 22,000 maunds wheat and 

barlcy. Inhabitants possess about 1,200 liead of cattle, 1,500 
sheep and 50 buffaloes. 



At Barikao, Routes 2-B and 2-C., which lead to  the 
Kurram valley, come in from the S. 

4 CHAPRIAR 11 rn. Netalled road 24'. 
C--- RIVER. 
46 m, 4 f. 

goad  leads ilcarly due W. for 5 nliles across a sloily plain. 
At 2 miles a low range of hills is met which runs parallel to  tIlo 

abouL mile to the S. and continues to milc 4;. 
At, 5 miles enter the Chorazali pass, frora t!lc oasLe1.n en-  

tritllce of which an ~nmet~al led cart-road runs duc E. to Chardeh, 
distant 8 ui!cs connecting this route with Route 1. The 'oad 
through the pass follows the bed of the streom but is completely 
commanded on both sides by low, rounded hills for half a mile. 
At 6ij miles cross low kotal Sask Diwal or Surkh Dinal from the 
northern base of ~11ich a camel road branches off N.E. to 
Gircli Kats G miles distant, forming another connection with 
Route 1. The road now follows the course of a nala draining 
into the Kabul river a t  Ali Boghan, general direction N.M~. 
At 103 milas road leaves the 72ala and at  11 miles reaches 
the camping ground on the right bank of the Chapriar 
stream, N. of and adjoining Sarai village. The camp is 
situated astride of the motor road, on high, commanding 
ground and would be easily defensible ; i t  is commanded, how- 
ever, by a hill 1400x to the S.E. 

Camping ground.-For a division ; camping space N. of tllo 
road 1400 x 1400 paces which can be extended, if necessary, to 
the Kabul river. Camp 8. of the road on wheat fields with shady 
mulberry trees dotted about. 

1,vater.-For a division ; one source of supply from a channel 
1' deep by 28' broad, current 21 miles per hour, yielding 206,230 

per hour ; this water channel issues from a karez 8. of 
Sarai village. The second source of supply is the Chapriar stream 

is perennial, but as the river bed here is a mars11 i t  is: diffi- 
cult to estimate the quality and pumps would be necessary to 
draw the water without stirring up the mud. The third 
source of supply would be the ICab~l  river itself, 1 mile distant to 
the N., where sl\ animals could bc %ratered. 

Fuel .---Scanty. 



Fodder.-- 7 A limited amount of unground wheat and barley 
) and an equivalent amount of bhusa ~vould be 

S ~ L P P ~ ~ ~ S - -  J normally available ; camel grazing negligible. 

5 JALALABAD 5 m . 5 f .  Netslled motor road 
--- (FORT SALE)  24'. 
52 rn, 1 f. (1950'). t.0. 

Leaving camp, road iniiilediately crosscs Clii~priar strean), bed 
of stream 300x broad, sandy bottom, with small stream of good 
water. A masonry bridge was being built a t  this point near vil- 
lage of Sara Chah Ali Khan in February 1911. Remains of old 
fort on tlie E. bank. 

From here road continues between sandy l~illocl~s along what 
was formerly the right bank of tlie river. At 2 milea cross 
nala (dry except after rain). Between 3 and 3$ miles the road 
forks. koute  1 follo\rs the new road, to the right, through the 
c~ltivat~ion, while this loute keeps the road to the left outside 
tlie cult i~ation. 

AL 59 milcs. Fort Sale. 
Camping ground.- 
TVafer.- 

7 
Fuel.- 

I 
) Vide Route 1, stage 5. 

Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- J 
G BAWALI 13 1n.6 f. Metalled motor road 

--- (RO ZABAD). 24'. 
64 m, 7 f. (2,300'). t .  o. 

Leaving the new fort, tlie road runs for 3 miles across a 
level, sandy plain uncultivated (with a low range of rounded 
hills running parallel to it on the S., a t  a distance of about 
a mile). At 12 miles pass city of Jalalabad. 

Near the western gate, the old road branches off S. W., the 
new metalled road following the Tangi Gharu route for 2$ 
miles due IV. 

At 4 miles the new road turns off S.W. leaving the Tangi 
Garu route. At 43 miles Chsrbagh, tlie home of tlie Mian Sahib 
(mulEa). Thence across a level cultivated plain to Sulianpur 
reached a t  9 miles, where there is a sarai. 

From 6& to 11 miles the surrounding country continues of tlie 
same character, ciz., a low range of stony hills at + mile diahnce 



to the S., and to the N., the stream, and beyond it a highly 
cultivated plain much cut up by irrigation channels, and forming, 
therefore, trappy and iiifficult ground for troops other than in- 
fantry. The whole of tlhe stretch of country along the Surkhab, 
from beloiv Nimla right down to the Kabul river, is studded witll 
villages and gardens (Chrbagh, Matabagh, Sultlanpur and 
others). A t  11 miles the hills on the left f d l  back along tho 
Gujalr nala, which is usually dry, and the rood enters on a wide 
stony plain, stretching lor several miles. 

~t 12; miles the camping ground, neay which there is a 
$arcci of the usual pattern, and a bungalow. 

Camping ground.-For a division a t  least. 
Water.-For a division or more from the Surkhab 2 milo 

N.W. of camp ; also Eroni several irrigation channels. 
3uel.-Obtainable to a limited exterit from short scrub on 

the plain. 
Fodder.-About 3,000 msxnds bhusa normally available ; 

camel grazing negligible. 
Supplies.-About 2,000 maunds unground grain generally 

procurable. Bawali is reported to be a good foraging centre. 
The Amir's powder factory a t  Tatttng bears 317i0 from 

Bawali sarai distant 3 miles. 
Xrom Bawali Route 1-H, a camel track, runs N.W. to Kats 

Laghman, connecting this stage with Khairu Khel, stage 7 of 
Route 1. 

7 MIMLA .. 12 m, G f. Metalled motor road 
- (3,550') t .  o. 24'. 

77 m. 5 f. 
Road traverses a stony plain in a S.W. direction. There 

is a steady rise throughout. Low hills to right of road. 
At 4 miles the road runs through Fatehabad, a village 
of some 30 houses which gave trouble during the war. 
There is much cultivation, irrigated by nurnerous clian. 
nels, in the vicinity and some fine old mulberry and 
apricot trees. A small stream crosses the road on both 
sides of the village. From here Route 1-H connects with 
the river road along the Kats Laghman cii the Wnragali pass. 
At 42 miles the Kuja nnla, a broad stony bed of a stream, 
which loses itself in the Surkhab, is crossed by a bridge 21 x 



R o m  No. z-mtd. 

long, 12' wide. Fort Bsttye is pawed at 7 miles, now in ruina, 
but the stone walls are still atanding and the poet could emilp 
be repaired.' 

Leaving Fort Battye, two small nalzs are crossed by wooden 
bridges, and at 9 miles the Shadai Kud by a tiimilar bridge. 
At l o b  miles reach the himla nulic, which was here ciossed 
by t h e  old road. The new road, llowevcr, lends up the li!),ht 
bank to himla. village (200 bouses), reachall a t  1?& nrilrs. 'i 110 

Aimla valley is highly cultivated and dotted wiLh numerous 
walled villages. 

C'ampir~g ground.-For a division on the Eimls, plateau near 
Ximlit b.,gh. 

Water.-For a division from the Nia la  nala, and numeroua 
irrigation channels and streams, also plentiiul supply of good 
water, in the bagh. 

Fuel.-A limited amount procurable from the neighLouring 
hills within 2 miles of camp. 

Fodder.-For 4,000 animals for 1 day can be collected; 
little camel grazing. 

Sz(pp3ies.-700 jari4s of land under cultivation, yielding 
an aver age annual produce of 44,500 rn ..l ds of wheat and other 
grain including rice and pulse. 'I he hhugiani inhahi taut s 
of the villages possess some 500 head of cattle and 600 sheep 
and goats, The himla Oagh between the village and the 
sarai is a fine old garden, said to have been made by bhah Jehan, 
filled with old plane and cypress trees; garden 400X by 375x 
surrounded by a high wall. Water enters top of garden and 
flows throughout its length in a succession of 4 aas2- i  
reservoirs 10' wide with a tall of Ci' between each. 

8 SURKHPdL 12 m. 3 i. iletalled motor road 
t. o. 24'. 

90 m. 3 f. From Nimla the road 
--p -. . - - -. - - - - -- 

* Ill 1879 the camping-ground, unlimited, lay to the B. of the fort on 
a stony m i d a n  without, shade ok ally li~nd. The water-supply was then a small 
channel, sufficient for drlnkmg for a riloderate force, but not enough for bathing 
purposes, or for horses, transport,, etc., of even asnlall column, and the supply 
could be cut  off a t  Argnach, 3 lllrlea to the S. But the extension oi cultivat~on 
has been etfected by the use of fresh water chanuelcl and some of these may bo 
available for watering purposes (1911). There was water also in the luge nczlar 
W. of the fort but  easlly fouled. Thc fort  was badly situated for defence, being 
commended by hiUs on the W. andLE. a t  about 400 yards distance or tees . 
The normal garrison during the war was 100 rifles, 60 sabres. Signalling com- 
munitstion can be kept up with Qandemak end Yozobed. 
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strikes due W. crossing two branches of the Nimle nalu and at 
I t  milea zigzags up to  a kohl .  Somc of tllc curves are sharp, 
and for motor transport, would require t~imming. From kotul 
the road rises gradually to  Safed Sang (34 miles). Height 4,500f, 
or 990'feet above Nimla. 

At 44 miles the old post at Safed Sang now in ruins; no 
buildings remain, but the walls are in fair repair. It is situated 
above the right bank of the Marki Khel river. Camping-ground 
unlimited. Water-supply from the river good and ample ; 
nlso from a spring near the fort and above the stream Safed 
Sang commands t'he wliole country on three sides, 1;lle remaining 
side being the one towards Fatehabad. Safed Sang was tlie 
site selected for the encampment of the British force in both 
advances to Gandamak in 1879. 

Here Route 2-A, from Basawal comes in. 
The road now descends by an easy gradient to the Marki 

Khel stream and crosses it by a new bridge, which lias taken the 
place of the old ricketty structure crossed by the Dane Missioil 
in 1904. The river, which is a mere trickling stream in the cold 
weather, increases considerably in the sunimer, ~vheil i t  is still 
fordable but liable to sudden floods iroin melting snow. Water 
is of good quality. 

At 6 ~uiles cross blie junction of t h e  Cl~aslli ancl Kian Rud 
streams by a girder bridge. 

Hence a steady ascciit to (~anclaulali. 1-earhec1 ;11 C i i  iniles. 
with long stretches of cultivation up to thc base of l i e  SafctL 
Koh (September). Gandamak (4,150', 200 houses) lies 011 

both banks of the Gandamak streamin (Nian Rud). lnhabit- 
ants Sherzad Khugianis. Here there is a:- 

Ca.n~pir!!r r/q.orcfzd.-For a, division or even two, W. of the 
village on a plain 5 miles in length lying between the Siah and 
Safed Kohs. Site of the old British camp during first Afghan 
War. 

Water.-For a division from the Nian and Chashi Ruds 
which unite 300X N. of the road and from the Ichatai and 
Marki Khel streams, if necessary, about 1 rrlile W. and E. 
respectively of camp. 

Fuel.--For a division for 1 montl~ at least, possibly more, 
from the pine forests on the IS. slopes of the Safed Koli, 5 miles 
distant : also buta from i t~ l  lower slopw. 



Fodder.-Khasil in March and April daily for the horses 
of a cavalry brigade ; bhusn for 5,000 animals for I. day normal- 
ly available ; good camel grazing on the plain. 

Szcpp2ies.-Annua,l production wheat and barley 34,000 
maunds. About 300 head of ca,ttle in the village. Fine fruit 
gardens and nlulberry trees near the village. 

From Gandalnak Route 2 -D, alt,ernative route to Taraki 
(stage 12), branches off due W. - 

At 8 miles cross the Khatai stream and at 84 miles a 
conical hill called the 44th hill. * 

At I O t  miles cross the Bulola stream by a bridge. 
There is a good and spacious camping-ground here. E'or the 
next 1h miles there is a gradual ascent, and thence to the 
Surkhab river the descent is gradual and easy. The Surkhab 
(or red river), which is reached a t  12 miles, is crossed by an old 
masonry bridge, 170 long by 6 broad, which was repaired 
during the war. (115th approaches the actual span is about, 
20 and height above waterway 30'.) Here is Surkhpul where 
the Durand Mission camped in 1893. Camp for a brigade and 
proportion of divisional broops in bed and on bank of river. The 
ground is flat and sonzetimes under rice cultivation ; a t  certain 
.d 

times of the year, therefore, it would be a swamp. In  Decem- 
ber 1904 it had dried and was fit for use. Positio~i bad, stu- 
rounded bv hills. In  April 1905 these fields were under water, 
but there is a limited amount of camping space on the right 
bank of tlie Snrkhab, below the bridge and close under the hills. 
This lies high a.nd would always be dry. JT7ater-supply from 
river. 

River here is a fine stream GO' broad in September and run- 
ning about 3 miles an hour ; in December it is 40' wide and from 
18" to 2' deep a t  the permanent ford, 50 yards belou- the bridge. 
In  April nrhen swollen by melting snow, 2; to 3' deep. 

Cantping go?mo'.--For a division \\it11 some difficulty ; see 
above. 

* Known locally as $'rrittr/i Sarai, celebrated as being thc plxcc where tile 
Ilnndfu] of the 44th (no\\- E P S ~ K )  ILeailllcllt under Captain T. A. Souter. the rem- 

c f  0111- -\rmy in the 1st -4lg11.in \Val*. made their last stand n ~ i d  were Jcstro~ - 
rd.  colonrs oi tile Reginlent were liowever saved by this officer, who w a ~  
severly \vounded and left for dead. 1 cairn of ylrite stones 11ae been erected 
on the uuinmit of this hill to mark tho spot, 



Water.-For a division or more from the Surkhab. 
Fuel.-Ccan t, y. 
Foc7dcr.-About 1,500 maunds bhusa available ; camel grazing 

negligi hie. 
R7cpplies.-About 1,600 maunds unground grain normally 

available. 

9 JAGDALAK 12 m. 4 f. Metc~lled motor road 
(5,420') t.0. 24.' 

'102 m. '7 f. From Surkhrul the 
road leads N.W., and passes the old British post a t  Lukhai a t  1& 
miles. A t  3 miles the Pezwan kotal (5,180') is crossed ; no diffi- 
culty. Pezwan kot L is a commanding poa'tion and a valuable 
intermediate signallin? station ; direct communication by helio- 
graph can be established with Gandamak, Jagdalak kotal, 
or any posts tha t  r, ight be chosen on the Karkacha range. 

At 44 miles the road turns due W. up the valley of the Tsinkai 
khuar which i t  follows to  the Jagdalak pass. 

The Tsinkai k.5wnr is a stony water-.ours0 with very little 
water in December, but a good deal in  many  small^ channels 
in April, owing to melting snow. 

The road follows the left bank of this ~zala, occasionally 
crossing low- ridges to  cut off angles. 

Low hills sparsely sprinkled with stunted ilex bushes stretch 
away to the S., and somewhat similar ground lies to  the N.* 
merging eventually in the long gradual slopes which extend up 
to  the Siah Koh ridge. At  8 miles the remains of a small fort 
named Koni c auki. Approaching the long low ridges which 
run nearly parallel to  the Karkacha range and a t  right angles 
to  the course hitherto taken, the road bends sharply to the N. 
and zipzags up to the crest of the Jaridalak kot I on which are 
the ruins of an  ancient mud fort. The Siah Koh rises abruptly 
on the right, and on its slopes are several lines of walls, one 
behind another, evir!r:itly built for the defence ol' the paae. 
Thev woultl, however, be quite vnter-tble as they could be 
turied n-ith the greatest ease. Th9 ridge 6,209' is reached 
st 11 rfiiles. Here there is a s~ual l  fort (now in ruins). 
* .  . 

+ As a t  present aligned (191 1 )  number of bends in road reported to  be exces- 
sive and unnoccssary. Working party would be required t o  re-align road for 
motrrr transport at this point. 



ROUTE No. 2 d .  
I t  ie an important point, as the kotd  forms the watershed be- 
tween the Surkhab and Kabul rivers and iis t l~n highest point on 
the road between Safed Sang and Seh Baba.* The top of the 
kotal is about 10 miles from the Surkhab. Crossing the kotal 
the road descends by an easy gradient (maximum &), follow- 
ing generally the course of a winding ravine, varying in width 
from 100' to ZOO', between steep hills, covered with dwarf ilex. 
" Pudding Hill ", a round conical hill about a mile below the 
kotal, completely commands this part of t'he pass, of which a 
considerable part can be enfiladed. The valley gradually opens 
out into a stony hollow as the village of Jagdalak is approached 
and several small streams of water come down from the hills 
on the left bank of the stream, and swell the small rivulet 
which takes its rise about a mile below the kotal and is known 
as the Pari okra or Ja'gdalak stream. There was a consider- 
able amount of cultivation around Jagdalak and in a valley 
which extends to the S. 

At Jagdalak there is an Afghan post occupied (September 
1909) by- ' 'OmPanY '> Pound frolll Kabul, 

1. squadron cavalry. , 
This post  is a loopholed mud fort of the square type, ap- 

parently well built, having barracks all round with verandahs. 
In the centre is a pond of water which is brought in by a pipe 
channel from the nala higher up. The supply could be cut off. 
Good spring drinking water, plentiful in the nala, 100' below. 
The post is 14 furlongs from the main road, and is situated on 
an uneven ridge, round which the road winds towards Seh Baba. 
Wood plentiful. The village of Jagdalak lies about half a mile 
away to the W. of the post. The village is small and situated 
amidst a grove of mulberry trees on the right bank of the 
stream. Another mountain path passing through a gorge, 
opposite to Jagdalak, leads to the ruby mines which were still 
being worked in December 1904. 

* Garrison in 1879-80 was 130 British infantry. 
The water-supply was only sufficient for the garrison itself and was obtained 

from two springs about 600 yards S. X. of the fort and drinking water from 
springs at t,he foot of " Pudding Hill "  bout 9 mile to the N.W. Firewood 
is obtainable close to the fort ; grass and supplies with difficulty from the neigh- 
bouring villages. The signal station was 1,500 yards N.E. from the foot, 
height 7,0501, and communicating with Pezwan, Jagdalak and Lataband ; the 
fort itself was only in direct communication with Pezwan. There are many 
tracea of the British rood in 1880 bat much repair would be needed. 
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Camping ground.-For 3 battalions infantry and 1 regi- 

ment cavalry but valley is narrow and cramped and units 
would have t,o be scattered about. Rather more than a milo 
to the S. towards the Jagdalak kotal there is room for a brigade 
t'o encamp with a sufficient water-supply close by. 

Water.-For 2 or 3 brigades at all times as already described. 
I11 addition there is a good spring of drinking water in the nala 
100' below the fort. 

Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-Nothing appreciable ; camel grazing negligible. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
From Jagdalak Routes 2-F, and 2-G, lead to Tezin 13Bn" the 

Karkacha and Iro Manzil passes respectively. 

10 KATA SANG 10 m. Metalled road 24'. 
-- (4,750') 
122m. 7 f .  

Descending from the Jagdalak plateau, the new road 
crosses a dry nala and then following the contour of the 
hills winds in and out of s, series of valleys, passes the 
chelrki of Firman Beg (3 miles) and reaches sang Toda at 
rllile 7." Here Route 1-J from Kats Muhammad Ali (R,oute 
1, stage 8) vBB the Dabeli pass joins this route from the E. 
i'orming another connection between the main Routes 1 and 2. 

Leaving Sang Toda .f. the road crosses an open, undulating 
stony plain for about 3 miles more to the mouth of a gorge 
where the camping ground of Icata Sang lies.$ 

Campiny ground.-"A" camp, camping space 2,200 x 220 
paces; surface level, fields in places, stony in others. This 
camp is in the watercourse whose banks are 60' high and slop- 
ing ; 3 battalions could find room to camp on this site, which 
would not be touched by floods even if the river came dou-11 
in spate. "R" camp on the right bank, camping space 2,400 ;.: 
700 paces, surface stony ; this site is more liable to be " sniped 'a 

from the surrounding hills. 
- - 

* An alternative track from Jagdalak vid the bed of the Pari dara join3 
the main road a t  Sang Toda, mile 7. This road which was traversed by Colonel 
Malleson in March 1905 is described as suitable for laden camels, bnt too rongfr 
id!. whccled vehicles : the track is simply the rocky bed of thr stream. Ry t h l a  
r.onte also Sang Tods is about 7 ~nilcs from Jagdalak. 

t A cairn of stones, some ancient land mark. 
1 General Gough's brigade of two regiments cavalry and three batt 8 1' long 

infantry encamped here on the 6th November 1879. 



Water.-For 1 infantry brigade with a proportion of divi - 
eionel troops from 3 perennial springs in the nala bed ; below 
the springs are pools which could be set aside for animals. 

Fzl.el.-The surrounding hills are wooded in parts, and 
wood therefore in appreGable quantities could certainly be 
brought in daily from distance of 2 to  6 miles. 

Fodder.- j 
Supplies.- 
At Keta Sang, Route 1 lies only 1 mile to the N. a track run- 

ning to lfaroda joining these routes. 
11 TEZIN RIVER 11 m. 4 f .  Metalled road 24'. 

From Kata Sang the new road crosses first a low spur 
and then a stream which flows E. past hlaroia into 
the liabul river ; the road than zig:ca~s N. RT. over n hiill 
iidge, from the summit of which it  changes its direction 
to due W. The road keeps to the "N. side of the main 
ridge* winding in and out of a series of spurs, but maintaining 
an easy gradient throughout. Barikab (4,900') is reached a t  
mile 3. Here the Kabul Mission camped in 1904 ; the ravine 
is very narrow, being only 80' to 100' wide. 

Canzping ground.--\:cry cramped and only room for about  
1 infa'iztr y brigade wit11 a propor tion of divisioilal troops. 

Water.--For 1 division if necessary from the Teziiz Rud ; 
mile above camp there is also a fine spring. 

Fuel.--Scan tv. 
Y 

Fodder.- 
supplies.- ] ~ i l .  
From Barikab the road a t  first strikes in a northerly direc- 

tion down the left bank of the Barikab stream, a tributary of 
the Tezin river ; after & mile it bends round the contour of a 
spur to t,ho w., crosses astream similar to the Barikab and then 
a-spur and a t  44 miles enters the Tezin valley and a t  4f miles 
reaches the cambing ground of Seh Baba, situated a t  the foot 
of a high, and nearly inaccessible, rock which covers i t  _ -- 

The old British graded road from Kata Sang to Barikab, which van still be 
traced, and appears to be in fairly good order, passes to the S. of this ridgc 
over the Barikab kotul ; this road could be eaaily repaired, fie the soil ie gravelly 
with no hard masses of rock. 
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completely on its S.E. side. The rockfl advance somewhat in 
a crescent shape, on either flank, and give i t  some protection. 

The camp is, however, exposed to rifle fire from the lower 
slopes of the Lataband range on the far side of the Tezilz nala, a 
wide stony bed 400Xto 500X broad. During the laLt war thia was 
a regular halting place ; there is ample water for a brigade from 
the Tezin stream, but it is liable to bc cut ofi (it was quite dry in 
September 1893). Water could then be obtained by sinking 
wells in the bed of the Tezin stream or from a good spring 14 miles 
up the Tamkani ,tala. There are no supplies of any sort. 

From Sell Baba Route 2-H proceeds due W. to Butkhak 
~ici the Lataband pass. 

Leaving Seh Baba the road turns sharply S.W. and ascends 
the right bank of the Tezin nala ; a t  1 1 i  miles, just beiore camp, 
i t  crosses to the left bank ; crossing easy. Theroad throughout 
this stage is closely confined by hills. At 11& miles (85 miles 
from Barikab) the ramping ground now known as " Tezin ~ i v e r . "  

C'arnping ground.-On the right bank ; camping space 1,400 x 
400 paces, surface hard and slightly sloping ; this site is in 
constant use by travellers to Kabul and all carts and camels 
which do not go by the Lataband halt here for the night, On 
the left bank, camping space, 1,400 x 200 paces, surface stony. 
Both sites are commanded from hlls on the W. a t  distances 
varying from 1,000x to 2,000x; on the N.W. by ail inaccessible 
hill 2,500Xdistant ; on the I<. froin hills between 500X and 800X 
dist,ant ; at leest 5 piquets are necessary. 

Water.-For 1 division from the Tezin nala. In May 1912, 
breadth of the stream was 6 X  depth I&'; current 21 miles per 
hour ; quality of the water is excellent. 

Pue1.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing negligible. . Szr pp1ies.-Nil. 
At Tezin River camp Routes 2-I?. and 2-G. from Jagdalak 

wid the Karkacha and Iro Manzil passes respectively, come in. 

12 TARAKI . . 12 m. Metalled road 24'. 
--- The Tezin valley is 
136m. 3 f .  now left, tlie road 

leading first S, W., then 
fir. up the left bank of a tributary nala. The road crosses the 
Tezin watershed et 6 milea by a p w  known am the Haft kaltdao 



(8,200') by easy gradients ; pass so called from its being the 7th 
pass since leaving Dakka ; once known as the Balutokh pass 
but this name is scarcely ever used now. Beyond the Haft 
kandao the road skirts the northern slopes of an isolated hill 
just N. E. of Khak-i-Tabar and reaches the Khak-i-Tabar a tage 
a t  94 miles. Here there is a government sarai, telephone office 
and bungalow. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with a proportion 
of divisional troops. 

TYater.-30,000 ga.llons daily. 
Fuel.- ? 
Foddel.-- Nil. 
,S~~pplies.-- b 
Leaving Khak-i-Tabar the road ascends the right bank of 

a small nala for 1 mile when i t  crosses tllie Taraki koial (8,030') 
a t  mile 109 ; kotal low and eaAsy. 

A lGgl.1 hill commands the pass from the K. ; to the 8. the 
hills are lower. The descent is easy along the left bank of a small 
~zala. At  112 miles the road crosses the nalo by a wooaen bridge 
12x long and 12' broad. Immediately below this bridge a 
branch nala from Taraki village, 1 mile to the RE., joins in, and 
the road now keeping to the right bank, enters the Taraki bangi. 
The banks are high and steep and the road keeps well above the 
river-bed. Hills rise perpendicularly on both sides of the road, 
those on t,he right being the higher. The defile is 200X long. 
The road throughout this stage is closely confined by hills. 

L4t 12 miles Tara,ki camp situated a t  the W. exit of the defile. 
Camping yround. -Space 2,050 420 paces ; camp com- 

manded from hill on the S.W. 2,500X distant ; there is another 
hill 2 , 0 0 0 ~  N. of camp, but i t  is rugged and inaccessible, so i t  
might be disregarded. 

Water.-For a division from the stream which is peren- 
nial ; stream sufficierlt to work a large mill ; wat.er excellent, 

Fuel.-Scanby. 
Fodder.- J ~ i l .  Supplies.-, 
At Taraki the following routes converge :- 
Route 2-D.-From Gandamak. 
Route 2- J.-From Lataband. 
Route 2-K.-From Ali Khel (Route 3, stage 2), 



13 BUTKHAK . . 12 m, 4 f. Metalled road 24'a 
I -  (6,980') t.0. 

148 m. 7 f. 

General direction N.W. Leaving Taraki the road fo l l o~~s  
t,ll.o right bank of the nala. At 34 miles, a path branches off to 
Khurd Kabul (7,220') about one mile distant-.* The road now 
bears N., and leads through fields down tlie right bank of the 
Khurd Kabul stream. At 54 miles enter the Khurcl Kabul defi.1~. 
Elevation of S. end of defile, 7,030'. This defile is flanked hy 
high mountailis, between which flows t,he Khurd ICabol r i l~cr  
in a narrow confined channel. The length of the pass is about (i 
miles and its width varies from 100 to 200 yards. The rriountnil~s 
are of basalt and iron stone, quite barren, broken into crags anc.1 
precipices, and apparently inaccessible. The deep gorge is 
almost entirely sheltered from the sun's rays and tlie cold is 
often intense.': 

On entering the defile the new road crosses to the left bank 
and follows i t  th.roughout. The hillsides have been blasted, ancl 

walls built up from the river-bed where necessary. 
From the N. exit of the gorge the road still follows the 

left bank of the Khurd Kabul stream until Butkhak camp 
is reached a: 12;- miles. 

Camping ground.-For a divisioi~ on tlie W. of the road in a, 

kind of amphitheatre surrounded by hills, 1 mile 8.E. of But- 
khak. 

I-Vater.--For a division from the Khurd Kabul river. 
Fuel.-Obtainable but limited. 

---- -- . . 

* Fronl Taralri or ILhurd Kabul, t,here is a direct route to  I<abul. 
t XOTE.--This would pro1.e a dificlil t nlnrch, in thc. face of oppositioll. 
Sir G. Pollock when advancing and returnin% tthrougll t8hc IChurd Kabul 

paJs, got, thr .~ngh without opposition, having crowncd the heights. Bu t  sn.1~'~ 
brigade in 1341 and t.hc British force rc!turilin!: i11 1842 suffcrcd heavy loss. 

The l ihurd  Iiab111 p a s  c'nn h(! t.~ll*nctl hy the (ios1)n.n c1nrt-l to tllc I\'. 
Leaving Khnrd ICabiil keel) along the lllain ron,rl for  :I nlilcs, when t,llrnin:; tto the 
lrf t ,  t,he ascent to t,hr kolnl l~eginq. It is fairly rasy nncl ap()cnrs to he nl)ollt 2 
nlilv; ill lcngt.11. 'L'llr? descent is t,l~l.o~lfll dc f i l~  SOIII:: 30 t,o 10 y;l,rtlg jyiclc?, 1)~)1111(1- 
ed by ~)rccipitnrls rocks, and nhont .', milcs in Irugt.l~. Thc road is very ro~lg],. 
Tllere is no watcr along t,he roatc. From thc nlouth of t,tlt? tlclilc the road rullg 
over fairly Icvel ground for t,hc rest of tlle stag?. The route is prwctica.ble for 
cavalry, but  not for crtulcls. It,; only advantag,: is tha t  the adjoining IliIls call 
be ea,;ily cro\vucd, and i t  would bc nscful in turuing tllc liliard Kallul if held by 
an enemy. 

The route was followed by GellCral I'ollock ill 1842. Total diataucc frolrl 
ghurd Gsbul to Butkhak by this route is 2 3  ~nilcs. 



ROUTE No, 2 c o n t d .  

Fodder.--For 12,000 animals for one day from Butkhak : 
camel grazing scanty. 

~u~plias.--About 1,600 mpunds unground grain normally 
available. 

From Butkhak Bala Hisar, but not Kabul city, is visible. 
Fine view of ICabul valley obtainable from a hill to S. of  
Butkhak. To the S. lie hills shutting in Khurd Kabul : to 
the Mr. lies the Sang-i-Nawishta gorge, held by tjhe Afghane 
against Sir F. Roberts' advance in October 1879 (Chaharasia). 
Further N. lies the Takht-i-Shah and Sher Darwaza heightxq, 
a t  the foot of which is the Bala Hisar and Kabul city, covering 
the Deh-i-Mozang gap, which separates these heights from those 
of Asmai, where severe fighting took place prior to Sir F. Roberto' 
being invested in Sherpur. I11 the foreground is the Siah Sang 
spor, and to  the right the Bimaru hills, at the S. foot of which 
lies the Sherpur cantonnlent. 

14 KABUL . . 1 1 m. Metalled road 24' ; the 
---- (5,850'). section Butkhak to the 
159 n ~ .  7 f .  Pul-i-Bagrami bridge 
(mile 1 to  mile 52) road is double, second road metalled 16'. 

Road continues down left bank of the Khurd Kabul stream. At 
1 mile Butkhak* (400 to 500 houses) ; inhabitants very fanatical ; 
formerly residence of tlie late Hada Mulla. From Butkhak to 
the Pul-i-Ba,grami bridge reached a t  5$ miles, the road is doubled 
and both roads kept up for motor traffic ; the 2 roads are parallel 
and only a few yards apar t ;  tlie northern road is the ordinary 
24' metalled road, the southern is about 16' wide and vnly 
lnetalled to such an ertlent as to facilitate the passage of motor;. 
The doubling of the road on this section is due to the fact that as 
kafilas cannot leave the road owing to the swampy nature of t l l ~  
country, the traffic on one road alone became too congested. 
At 44 miles pass the site of Sir C. Gougll's camp of 23rd Decem- 
ber 1879, rnarked by a mud enclosure, now in ruins : on that 
date, good water was obtainable from a canal 
Froin llere to the Logar river the country on 
road is boggy and reported impassable for troops. 

4 In 187!)-80 the post a t  Butkhak collsistcd of t \ \ r ~  native fork : w mud wall 
forn~insr n. souare and e~lcloaed t,he whole. The British garrison consisted of 120 
infant;i ti&d 50 ra~alry.  

In 1893 t,here was an Afghan post with a garrison of 50 soware. Therz is 
hplieved to be no garrison there now (1912). 



A t  5& miles cross a canal by  a strong masonry bridge, and 
at 5% miles the Logar river by the old Pul-i-Ragrami bridge. 
The Logar is in October merely a trickling stream, but  in Decem- 
ber, January, February, March, July and August, a bank high 
rapid running river. The channel between banks is 100 yards 
wide. When running high the Logar river is a serious obstacle. 
There is a ford 13 miles below the bridge. During the summer 
months, the volume of the river is greatly reduced by the drain 
caused by the nunzerous irrigation canals and channels. 

Immediately beyond the Logar river is a large canal running 
round the eastern skirt of the Siah Sang range. This is crossed 
by a bridge. From here a road avoiding the Bala Hisar leaves 
the Siah Sang on its left and skirting its foot leads across thc 
bridge into the Sherpur cantonment. 

At mile 6+, road bends N. W., and a t  'if miles crosses a col in 
the Siah Sang range by easy gradients. The Siali Sang plateau is 
an  important position, and dominates Kabul from tlie E. and S.13. 
At  9 miles a road, suitable for wheels, leads up  to the gate of tho 
Bsla Hisar, now a ruin, with the exception of the citadel, wllicli is 
used as a magazine and store. The new road leads on direct fro111 
Siah Sang to Kabul city, which i t  enters a t  103 - miles. 

Fort  of Siah Sang on low lljlls cornmancling the city 4- mile 
from Bala Hisar to the N. of the road. Sllcrpur c.,zntonrnc.nt is 
:%bout 1% miles from Rnla Hisnr, or 14 n~ilc:; finonz the  R,  gate of 
the city, by a good shady road. 

Camping grownd.-- 7 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 

I 
(VideRoute 1. 

Fodder.- I 
Xu ppZies.- J 

SIGNALLING STATIONS. 
NoTE.- -T~~ following were the principal si;n,zllinc str,l ion9 

during the 1878-80 Tvar :- 

A .-Jamrud . . Station on highest point of f o ~  t .  
a ,ion or1 There is also a good st 1' 

Sarkai hill between the two en-  
trances to  the Khaibnr pass. 

. . Stations at, fort, a t  top of Maclreson's 
incline, 



C.-Ali Masjid . . Station in the fort'. 

D.-Kata Kushta . . Stsation on top of Kat,a Kushta. hill. 
I'ermanent hut built for the 
signaller in 1879. Water had to 
be carried up from the pass. Very 
bad site for tents. Station E. only 
just visible over hills S. of pass. 

E.-Landi Kota.1, . . Station on top of small rocky hill in 
North Ca,mp. t.he pass, protected by high .angar. 

F.-Landi Kotal, . . Station in a sangar close to telegra,ph 
IIead iinarters. and other offices of the 3rd Brigade 

headquarters. 

G.--Pisgall, 4,000 feet, Permanent hut for signallers and 
gua.rd built on the hill. Signalling 
a t  night carried on from int'erior of 
hut through windows. 

. . Statiun clz small room in centre of 
fort ; or on a flat-topped hill . in  
tentre of Kliurd Khaibar range, 
1 mile IV. of fort. 

I.-Raean-a1 .. Station 1?000 yasds . of fort. 
Messages carried to a'nd from by 
mounted orderlies. 

J.-Barikao . . Staiion in the fortified enclosure. 

K.-Ali Roghan . . Station on spur of hills, 3 miles from 
signa'llers' camp, situated on a low 
hill near well at Ali Boghan and 
protected by high sangar. I n  
1879-80 a special party W~IS sent 
out with an escort of 20 men and 
camped near the river. Hill 13 
miles from camp-a very liard 
a,nd rough climb. 

L.-Jalalabad, 1,850 Slation on large barrack of fort, 
feet. N.E. bastion. 

&I. -Bamali . . Hi11 500 yards 6. of .sarai. 



N.-Port Battye . . Station 200 yards S. W. of fort. 

0.-Safed Sang, 4,513 Station 2 mile from camp, on hill 
feet. close to the road. From here 

communication was once opened 
on 30th May 1879 with the Kur- 
ram Force, whose signallers as- 
cended the Safed Koh by the 
Bodin pass. 

P.-Ditto . . . . Station in Brigade headquarters 
camp. 

Q.-Pezwnn, 4,700 feet Station in camp. 
R.-Yezwan kotal, Station on kotal 2 miles from camp ; 

5,180 feet. occupied during the day only, and 
then so as to communicate wit11 
Jagdalak kotal. 

R.-Jagdalak kotal, Station in the old fort, close to the 
6,200 feet. road. 

. T.-Ditto, 7,000 feet Station on Siah Koh range, half an 
(approx. ). hour's climb from the kotal ; occu- 

pied during the day only. 
li.-Jagdalak, 5,500 Station in the fort. 

feet,. 
IT.--narunta, 2,300 Station on end of Siah Koll range ; 

feet. climb of 1,000 feet to cornm~~nicat~s 
with Laghman ; occupied d n ri n g 
the day only. 

The lettering in above table refers to " Map showing Signal 
Stations of Khaibar Division K. F. F., 1878-79 " (81. 0. 3, 
Simla). 

Lstaband completed the linc from Peshawar to Iiabul. 
Round Kabul itself stations were established a t  Sherpur, Illima,ru 
],ill, Pniminar kolal, Bala Hisar, Siah Sang, Takht-i-Shah and 
Sllcr Darwaza. For any operations carried on in the vicinity 
of Kabul the Sher Darwaza is the most important and convenieilt 
signalling station, much better than the Takht-i-Shah. 



ROUTE NO. 2-A. 

BASAWAL TO SAE'ED SANG. 

504 miles. 4 stages. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~00s-eel (from native information), 
October, 1905. 

Epitome. 

G'eneral description.-This is an important alternat'ivc to 
stages 3 to 8" of Route 2. 

Road.--First 6 miles to Batikot metalled road 24', tliereaf k r  
camel road tl~roughout, which could rapidly be improved for 
car ts  The following obstacles are encountered :- 

(i)  I n  the first stage the Kot  khwar and the Hisarak Kud ; 
in both cases the banks are steep and would require 
ramping to be passable for carts. 

(ii) I n  the 3rd stage the Chapriar stream, always fordable, 
and the Wazir Rud temporarily impassable during 
spates. 

Route open t,l~roughout the year and much used by travellers 
ilow that  the Shinwaris have been subdued. 

Camping grounds.-For a division at stages 1, 2 and 4 and for 
an infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops a t  
stage 3. 

Itrater.--For a division at stage 1, and for an infantry brigade 
wit,h proportion of divisional troops a t  the remaining stages. 

Picel.-Procurable a t  all stages ; considerable quantity a t  
stage 3, scanty a t  stage 4. 

Fodder.-For 3,000 animals for 1 day at stage 1 and for 
twice t,hat number at stage 3 ; this includes bhusa ; camel 
grazing good a t  stage 2, otherwise scanty. 

Supplies.-At Icandibagh (stage 2) 2,500 maunds unground 
grain procurable. At other stages, except Safed Sang (stage 4) 
where supplies are scanty, supplementary stores of grain and 
bhzfsa to a moderate extent can be reckoned on. It is stated 
that in winter meat is available, probably due to  the flocks and 
herds of the kzcchis whose winter encampments are all along 
this rou t'e. 



No. I 
/ D E ~ ~ I L S .  total dis-i 

tance. ' 
-- - -- -.-----, 

i K A M  BARU . .  14m. Metalleclroad 24' to 
--- Batikot 6 irliles ; 

14 rn. I thence unnletalled car(, 
road t 3 end of stage. 

Roscl follo\vs the nlotor road, direction W., to  BaiilCot 
t i  miles, ride Routc 2, stage 3 ; it the11 turns S.W. across 
the plain, road good and hmd. .At 10 miles cross the Kot  
khwnr, large ravine wit11 precipitous banlrs, which would require 
ramping to  be practicn1)lc for carts. .kt 129 miles i\lollinand 
village of Loi Baru or Baru-i-Kalan (1,000 houses) situated on 
the right bank of the Hisarak, which is crossed here by an easy 
ford ; river contains perennial stream of good water but banks 
require ramping t o  be passable for carts. 

At 14 miles Kam Earu or Baru-i-Khurd (50 houses) ; ilonlad 
winter encampment. Country tllroughout the stage con5ists of 
an open plain, intersected occaeionally by ravinc-s running 
N. to~yards the Kabul river. 

C[lmping gro7md.-For a division; good shade in parts, 
fl1o~ll clumps of frees. 

Wclte,-.-For a divisioii or inore from the Hisarak stream, 
several lcure~es in the vicinity. 

Fuel.-An appreciabb ainount from tlle trees referrcd to. 
Pot1der.-For 3,WO animals for 1 day can be collectecl ; camel 

(yritzing negligible. a 
S~~rpp1ies.-About 600 maunds of unground grain lr.ould 

llorina,lly be available here. 

2 KAMDIBAGH . . 14 111. Camel road easily con- 
vertible for carts;  sur- 

28 n ~ .  face l~arcl. 
General direct,ion 1%'. A5 3 miles Sllarshahi or Shers11a.i 

(1,500 houses) ; good canlyiilg ground, about 1,600 nlaunds un- 
nr ound grain and fodder fo r  8,000 animals for 1 day normally ; r, 

yl.ocurab1: here, also a littll: fuel. Donkeys of good stamp 
available in large numbers. At; 4 miles the Banda villages 
(400 houses). At 5- milea cross Route 1-E. a little N. or Roghani 



(stage 3 of that  route). A t  6& miles Dehgan village of Kadab 
(300 houses) ; a t  8 miles descend into the Zakhel ravine in which 
lies the village of Zakhel or Zango Kas (300 houses) ; water 
plentiful 11e1.e. 

At 8$ miles cross the Nariob river by an easy ford. Thence 
thc road; which is hard and good, ascends slightly for about a mile 
and runs on the level across a plain. At 11 i ~ i l e s  Tarkhe Obo 
apring of excellent water, belying its name, wllich signifies " bitter 
water." 

At 14 illilcs Kandibagll (250 houses) on the right bank of 
the Chapriar stream, winter encanlpment of the Amsr Khel, 
Daulatzai kuchis. 

Camping groz(nd.-For a division, if necessary, on the plain 
Mr. of the village. 

Water.-For a t  least one infantry brigade with proportion 
ol divisional troops, irom the Chapriar stream. 

Fz~c1.-Limited supply pl-ocurnl~le from t11e sliort scrub on 
the plains. 

Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supp2ies.-Kandibagh is one of a collection of villages in 

the Chapriar vatlley wl~icll contain in all about 2,000 houses 
(inhabitants Tajiks and Mohmands). It has been calculated 
that  about 2,500 inauilds of unground grain and fodder for 12,000 
ailinlals for 1 day could norma'lly be collected from these villages. 
(:hi in large quantities in the winter can also be obtained here. 

3 SARA KILL1 . . 14 m. Camel road easily con- 
-- vertible for carts. 
42 m. 

(:enera1 direction IY. Road good. A t  a mile cross Chapriar 
strcanl ; banks easy and river always forclable. At 1 mile 
Hnfiz Kala (10 llouscs), near u~hicll a small water channel 
froin t l ~ e  Safed Koli flows. Thence across Pathirai plain, 
roacl lrndulnting in and out of dry ravines. At 4 iniles 
cross the Kanlbo khwrcr ; perennial ,stream of good water, 
baillis easy ; no difficulty for carts. On the left bank Pathiri~i 
or l'athar (fern l~ouses mostly deser~ed). Thence road winds 
over low hills passing at 11 iniles collection of hamlets, 
most iinportant being Wazir Iihel (150 houses). At 12 miles 



cross the Wazir Rud (tributar v of the Surkhab) 9 miles distant 
to  the N., stream perennial temporarily impassable during 
spates ; ku-hi encampments on both banks. Thence road 
ascends to Sara Killi reached 'at 14 niilee. 

Cumping ground.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade wit 11 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from the Wazir Rud and from 
springs in a ravine & mile W. of the village. 

Fz~e1.-In large quantities from village of Kaja 2 miles S. of 
camp. 

$'odcler.- 7 About 1,000 iziaunds of ui~ground grain and fod- 
Supplies.- Jder for G,003 animals for 1 day from the 

Rlruginni village of Arghach 1 mil: N. of camp. Large nuinb:r 
of camels also obtainable from this village. 

4 SAFED S AMG . . 8 m. 4 f .  Unmetczlled cart road. 
--- 

50 m. 4f. 

Direction at  first S.17. At :J miles Khugiani village o? 
Kharan (80 houses) on the right bank of the s h a g a i L ~ , u d  
(tributary of the Surkhab) ~ ~ n t a i n i n g  perennial stream of 
good water. Road then turns N.W. ond a t  G miles crosses 
the Xpinatiga, small pass just S. of the Nimla bagh, whence 
i t  turns a t  right angles S.W. and joins Route 2 at  Safed 
Sang on the right bank of the Marki Khel stream. Here there 
is the remains of a British fortiticd post, used by us in the 2nd 
Afghan War. 

Camping ground.-For a division or more if necessary. 
Water.--E or 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional 

troops from the Marki Khel stream. 
Fuel.-Scanty. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing negligible. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
From Safed Sang a track impracticable for laden animals 

leads to Paiwar vici Mama Khel and Tarakai, distance i7 miles. 
Another track also impracti- able for laden animals leads to the 
Lakarai kotal, where Route 2-E., from Chartut to Ali Kl~el 
is joined. This road is called the Ughzan Lar and crosses the 
Ughzail kandao. Total &stance to Lakarai kotal30 miles, 



ROUTE NO. 2-B. 
OGHAZ TO BARIKAO. 

30 miles. 2 stages. 
Authority.-Native information. 

Epitome. 
General Description.-This route connects at Oghaz with 

Route 54, Routes south  of the Kabul River and together they 
form a through route leading from the 'Kurram valley over the 
Oghaz* pass to Barikao, st,age 3 on the principal main routo 
(Route 2) from Peshawar to Kabul. 

Road.-Camel road throughout, easily convertible for carts, 
but i t  must be remembered that the road from Oghaz pase to 
Oghaz, the last section of the connecting route, a dis- 
tance of 8 miles, is only a track passable by laden mules 
with difficulty. The only obstacles encountered are several 
ravines which would cause delay to carts and wheeled artillery 
till improved. ~ o i t e  open throughout the year, though the 
Oghaz pass in the connecting route is blocked by snow for at 
least 6 months. 

Camping grounds.-For at least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops, a t  Mazina the intermediate stage. 

Water.-For that force a t  Mezina. 
Pue1.-Abundant a t  Mazina. 
Fodder.- 7 Unground wheat and barely and an equivalent 
~u~~l ies . - )amount  of bhz~ea obtainable in appreciable 

quantities a t  Mazina; camel grazing good along the rout-, 
except in winter. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis, 

tance. 
-. - - 

15 m. Camel road practic- 
able with little re- 
pair for wheeled 

artillery. 
Leaving Oghaz-1 situated at the northern base of the Safed 

.- - - - -  - - 

* Bloclied by snow for a l  lcast 6 ~nonths  in the ycar. 
t A t  Oghaz Routes south of the Kabul River, Routc 54 is joined, the road 

froln the Oghaz pass (13,00!11) leading clowll a, narrow zigzag pat11 following the 
crest and slol~es of a spur through dense forest for 8 milca. Itoad scarccly yrac- 
ticablc for ladcn mulcs. 



Koh, the road runs N.W. through low hills passing several 
villages. At 6 miles Deh Bala, a small hamlet with tower, also 
said t o  be an Afghan outpost with garrison of 1 company and 2 
mountain guns. At 8 miles, Kotgai, a large, scattered village ; 
a t  10 miles Mahrez, large village on the Papin stream along whose 
banks the road now runs enclosed by high hills. At 15 miles 
Mazina village which contains numerous mud forts, surrounded 
by cultivation and orchards ; inhabitants Saiyids and Dehgans. 

Camping ground.*-For at least 2 infantry brigades wit11 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from the Papin stream. 
Fuel.-Abundant from the wooded slopes of the Safed Koh, 

about 3 or 4 miles from camp. 
Fodder.-Grazing for horses and mules on tlie grassy slopes 

of the Safed Koh adjoining camp ; this grass could of course 
be cheelcd for fodder ; bhz~su t,o an appreciable extent ; 
good camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to an appreciable 
extent obtainable. 

2 BARIKAO .. 15 ni. Camel road con- 
vertible for carts, 

30 m. but work necessary 
at the several ravines before being easy for wheeled traffic. 

General direction N.E.-Road now leads along either bank 
of the Papin through country studded with forts and broken by 
orchards, terraced fields and water courses. At 4 iniles cross 
Route l-E., just S. of Roghani (stage 3 of that route). Road 
now runs roughly parelled to Route %A, which is $ mile 
to the W. as far as Kam Baru 9 iniles, passing Shershai (1,500 
houses) at  8 illiles. At Kani Baru, Routc 2-A, i.; crossed, the 
road thereafter running over a st,ony waste on the left bank of 
the Hisarak Rud. At 15 miles camp Barikao. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- Ree Route 2, stage 3. 
Fodder.- 

- - - -- - - - - - -. - - - 

* On tllc 30tl1 nlay 1880, 250 sabres. 4 guns and ovclr 700 infantry u~ idc r  
Gcl~eral Gib bi\-ouacked a t  Mazina, after dcfcating thc Mulls Fakir. 

Also on thc 27th July 1842 a British force under Brigadier Monteath cncanlp- 
ed a t  Mszina after destroying 35 Shinwari forts. 



ROUTE NO* 2-C. 

PAPIN TO BARIKAO. 
24 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority .-Native information. 

I Epitome. 
Genera1 deecrip2ion.-Tllis route connects a t  Papin with 

Routes south of the Kabul River Route 53(a) and together they 
form a through route leading fro111 the Kurram valley over 
the Papin pass* to Barikao, stage 3 on the principal main 
route (Route 2) from Peshawar to Kabul. 

Road.-Mule road to llallrez (4  miles), thence wide track 
easily convertible for carts. The only obstacles encountered 
art: several ravines which in present state ( 191 2) would cause 
considerable delay to carts and wheeled artillery. 

Road open tllroughout tlie year (but vide foolnote regarding 
the Papin pass). 

Camping gro 11 lad. - 
Water. - 
Pltel. - Vide Route 2-B. 
Fodder. - 
Supplies. - 

- - 

No. 
of stagc 

aud DETBILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 
- -- -- - - - - - A - - - -- - . - - -- - - - 

1 1 MAZINA (4,000') 9 m. Mule road to Mahrez 

--I (4 miles), thence track 
8 m. , easily convertible for 

caris. 

Leaving Papin camp? the road follows a valley, foot yas- 
sengers keeping along the banks, niules along the stony bed of 
the stream to Mal~rez (4 miles). Thence road follows Route 
2-B, to Bnrikao. 

* Bloclied by snow for a t  least 6 nlonths of t.he gcar. 
t Payin canl]) (6,0001), at. tile foot of the Papin paw autl connected thereto by 

;I zigzag pat11 l~roclicable for lightly laden ~nuies. No levt-1 ground for a camp, 
and a force ~vould ] l aw to bi~ouac on the slopes abo1.e tho stream, l~icquetting the 
surrounding Ileights in strength. A t  l'apin Routes south of the Llabul River 
Routc 53 (a) is joined. 



ROUTE No. 2-C-concld. 

2 BARIKAO .. 15 m. Vide Route 2-Be 

24 m, 
ROUTE NO. 2-D. 

GAND AMAK TO TARAKI. 
25 31biles. 3 stages. 

duthority.-Afghan War records, 1879-80. 
Epitome. 

Gene~al description.-Alternat ive rout,e between G-andamak, 
(intermediate stage between stages '7 and 8, Route 2) and stage 
12, Route 2. 

Road.-Camel road to Chartut (1st stage), thence i~iule 
road throughout, with the exception of the last 79 miles, 
which is a metalled cart road. The following obstacles 
are encountered, (i) The Sarkhab crossed a t  Chartut (stage 1) 
river always fordable ; ( 7 4  the Karkacha pass (8,000') crossed 
in the 2nd stage ; difficult for laden animals and dangerous for 
camels ; (iii) the Tezin Rud forded during the last march ; no 
difficulty. The Karkacha pass is blockeb by snow during 
December, January a i d  February, possibly longer. 

Camping grounds.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  stage 1, and for 
2 infantry brigades a t  stage 2, with proportion of divisional 
troops in both cases. 

Water.-For a division a t  stage 1 and for a t  least 2 brigades 
with proportion of divisional troops a t  stage 2. 

P,zcel.-Abundant along the route from the wooded slopes of 
the Safed Koh. 

Fodder.-Limited quantity a t  both intermediate stages ; 
grazing scanty throughout. 

Supplies.-For troops could not be reckoned to on any extent 
a t  intermediate stages. 
, A  - - - Y I - * I % - m - - - ~ % U I 3  =n- 

No. 
of stagc 

and 
total dis- 

kncc.  

DETAILS. 

- -. - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - -- 

1 I CHARTUT . . 12 m. Camel road. 



The Karkacha route leaves the Kabul road (Route 2) a t  the 
site of the old cantonments. At  1 mile it crosses a dry nala, 
and then rises over a stony spur from the high plateau above 
Ganda, which lies about a mile to  the left of the road. Ganda 
is a large village with considerable cultivation about it. At 
3 miles a stream. Half a mile further tile road passes througll 
a narrow defile, and is bad and rocky. A t  5h miles Tutu, 
(6,100') which lies a mile or so to tlle S. of the road. Tulu 
consists of a large group of forts and hamlets. There is 
~nuch cultivation, and water is usually abundant. The road after 
about 3 miles of level, sandy ground slsirts the S.'\V. portion of the 
old Badshahi Icala. At 9h miles pass Aspan, where thc 
Ghilrai countrv is entei-cd, at 12 miles reach the Surkhab, w!iich 
is liere always-fordable ; cross over to Chartut. From Aspail 
onwards the road is stony and much cut up by nalas. 
A t  12 miles Cliartut, Gl~ilzai village, 300 houses. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops 011 an excellent site. 

Water.-For a large force, probably for a division from the 
Surkhab. 

Fuel.-Abundant. 
Fodder.-For 300 animals for 1 day ; camel grazing scanby. 
Suppl ies.--400 nlaunds unground grain normally procur - 

able here. 
From Charlut Route 2-E., a connecting route between 

Routes 2 and 3, branches off S.W. and lrads to Ali Khel (Route 
3, stage 2). 

2 TEZIN . . 14 m. Mule road. 

From Chartut the track leads N.MT. At 7 miles Yaghiband 
and a t  7; miles Manai, both ama,ll hamlets. 

A t  9 miles Route 2-E joins this route from the N.E., com- 
ing direct from the Jagdalalc pass (4 miles distant) r i d  Ghoanza, 
forming a connection here between this route and the main 
Route 2. 

At 1 1 i  miles the Karkacha pass (8.000') described below. 
The hills liere are of blue slzte, capped with limestone and 



bare of grass ; a deoiiar forest existed formerly but it has 
been destroyed by charcoal burners. Within 200' of summit 
are the ruins of a once strongly built brick fort. 

Wood says of the route from Hisarak : " It then enters the 
bed of a tributary of the Surkhrud, along which it continues to 
wind till near the top of the pass. The hills continue to increase 
in height and to draw near each other till the bottom of the defile 
is but 10' wide. On each side the mountains are now bare, 
precipitous and craggy. Trees of a large size are found scatter- 
ed along the torrent bed ; a t  one place the trunk of a fir, 12' 
in circumstance and 24' long, barricades the passage. 

Two hundred yards before coming to this pass of the fir tree 
a ledge of stone, 4' high, crosses the path and is the first ob- 
struction to wheeled carriages. As the surnn~it is approached, 
the road leaves the bed of the torrent on the leEt, and minds alang 
the face of the mountains, which are here moro open. The 
descent of the pass to the Mr. is more direct than on the 
opposite side, but here a fall of 20' in the bed of the torrent 
presents more formidable obstructions to wheeled vehicles than 
those before enumerated. Karkacha is not a gun-road ; i t  is 
dangerous for camels, and is traversed with difficulty by laden 
mules and yabus. The hills on both sides are clad with pine, 
holly and almond trees. An inferior description of indigo is 
plentiful. During the inonths of December, January and 
February, snow blocks up the road and the weather is said to 
be so severe that stones are fractured by the intensity of the 
cold. The black wolf and leopard are sometimes met here ; 
and these, with many other kinds of wild animals, are said to be 
numerous in the neigllbouring mountains of the Safed Koh ". 

The following is an extract from a report by Colonel Jenkins, 
c.B., Commanding Corps of Guides, of a reconnaissance made l)y 
him on the 15th November 1879 of the Karkacha pass :- 

" I marched from Jagdalak kotal about 7 A.  M., with a com- 
pany of the Guides ancl a small party of the Guides Cavalry. 
We went along the ridge which joins the Icarkacha mountains 
with the Siah Kc11 range up to the valley of Wadat, and then 
up a spur leading to the Kczrkacha pass. We reacl~ed the top 
of the pass about 11 o'clock, the distance being nearly 9 miles. 
The road was steep sf ter leaving Wadat, and goes along a narrow 
ridge with precipices on each side. We saw the Karkacha 



road, which is the most S. of all the roads from Jalalabad to 
Kabul. It appearcd easy up to about 1,000' from the top of the 
pass. I do not consider it l~rwticable for our baggage animal;. 
There is a fine view froin the top of the pass. We saw 
Basawal hill plainly and the Khaibar hills to the E. To the 
N. and \V. we saw the Hindu ICush and a part of tlze Kabul 
plain. There was no grass on the Karkacha hill ; nothing but 
the bush called (in Pushtu)'irrika, w l k h  is not eaten by any 
animals, except perhaps the lcuchi camel.'' 

After crossing the Karkacha pass the track descends t,hrougll 
Tora China to Tezin, a large group ol villages a t  the head of the 
valley of the same name. 

Camping ground.-For 2 infantry brigades with proportion 
of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from the Tezin Rud 
1 mile 'CV. of camp, with a supplementary supply from a small 
stream adjoining camp. 

Fuel.-Abundant ; many of the slopes of the Safed Koh are 
wooded irom base to surnmit. 

Fodder.-For about 1,000 animals for 1 day. 
Supplies.-Practically nil ; i t  is estimated that only about 

150 maunds unground grain is normally available. 

3 TARAKI .. 12 m. Mule road for 4& 
miles, thence metall- 

38 m. ed cart road, 24', to 
end of the stage. 

Leaving camp the road runs N. W. to Malakhel reached a t  18 
miles. Here Route 2-F, from Jagdalak vici the Iro Manzil 
pass joins in. The track now takes a sharp bend to the left 
and runs nearly due W. till the metalled road (Route 2) is 
reached a t  4; miles, the Tezin Rud being crossed just before the 
road is reached. The crossing of the Tezin Rud presents no 
difficulty. 

The road now follows Route 2 to Tarali-  
Canzping g~ound.  - 
Water.- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 2, stage 12 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 



ROUTE NO. 2-E. 
CHARTUT TO ALI KHEI;. 

Vid the Lakarai pass. 
45 miles. 4 stages. 

Authority.--Native surveyors, 1879, and native informa- 
tion, 1909. 

Epiton~e. 
General description.-Lateral route connecting the 2 main 

Routes 2 and 3. To join up with Route 2, however, the first 
stage of Route 2-D (Chartut-Gandamak) a distance of 12 miles 
must be traversed, making the total distance by this route 
between Gandamak and Ali Hhel57 miles, divided into d stages. 

This route is regularly used by kuchi camels. 
Road.-A well used path averaging about 4' in breadth, but 

wide enough for laden camels. To improve this road some 
digging on both sides of the Lakarai kotal is necessary, and if 
this were dono the route should be fit for Indian transport 
camels. Lord Roberts wae of opinion that i t  is impassable for 
an army without considerable labour, and that the summit of 
the Lakarai kotal being narrow coulcl be easily blocked. 
Country mountainous throughout. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) Ghaughiza 7cotal in the 1st stage ; no difficulty. 
(ii) Hazrah kotal in the 2nd stage ; no difficulty. 
(iii) Lakarai pass (10,400') in the 3rd stage ; described 

above. 
Local traffic is mostly on mules and donkeys travelling be- 

tween Jalalabad and Hariob. General Bahawal Khan with 2 
regiments of Afghan infantry and 2 troops of cavalry used this 
route in advancing from Ningrahar to Hariob on the occasioll 
of the Jaji disturbances in 1901 ; he crossed the Lakarai b t u l  
on the 9th October. 

The Lakarai pass is closed by snow from the 15th December 
to the 15th April in normal years, though men on foot can get 
through all the year round. 

Camping grounds.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops at each intermediate stage. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from the Surkllab, N. 
of the Lakarai, and from the Lalidar stream S. of that pass. 

FueZ.-Abundant throughout the route. 



Fodder.-A little camel grazing along the route but none in 
winter. 

SuZYplies.-No thing appreciable. 

No. 1 

DETAILH. 
total dis- 

tance. I 
1 ASPANDO KATS. 11 m. Camel road. 

11 nl. , 
General direction S.W. Leaving Chartut the road followe 

the left bank of the Surkhab and a t  $ a mile crosses the 
Mul~ammadzai l~ala up which R0ut.e 2-1) runs N.W. to 
Tezin. On the left bank of this nala is the small village of 
Ganji Khek. Road traverses the Hisarak district which con- 
tains large number of villages dotted about its wide plain; 
inhabitants Jabar Khel Ghilzais. At 2 miles Muhammad Shah 
Khan ICala, principal vdlage in the district (100 houses) with fort 
on the right bank of the Surkhab here 25 broad and 2' deep. 
In the village there is a small bazar where a certain amount 
of trade in cloth from the Icurram is carried on. Considerable 
cultivation. One company of illfantry (on detachment from 
Kabul) is stationed here in two small posts. 

i hero ad now leaves the Surkhab aria keeps to a branoh 
stream called Ghaughiza but there is also a path used by 
local baggage animals which follows the Surkhab. A little 
above this, the river flows through a precipitous defile, and 
the path is actually in the river bed and is impassable in 
spring and after heavy rain. It is consequentlv little used. 
Following the Ghaughiza stream the village of i Ghondai 
(40 houses) is a t  2; miles. Opposite the village there 
is a, hill to the lefb of the road, and from here to the end of the 
stage a steep spur covered with a few trees separates the road 
from the river. At 4+ miles Ghaughiza (20 houses). Here the 
Ao Zanjan stream joins in on the left bank and the Hisarak dia- 
trict is left. The inhabitants of the AO Zanjan valley are 
Miran Khel, supposed to number 15,000 fighting men. Road 
continues up the Ghaughiza valley to Ali Sher * (30 houses) 

_ _  - _-- _ -- - - -. - 

* There would probably be room for a brigade with a proportion of divisional 
troops to encamp in the fields here with sul3cient wood and water for its require- 
ments. 



reached at 7 miles. The road now leaves the stream and ae- 
cends a low and easy pass (Ghaughiza kotal) ; no difficulty. 
From the foot of the pass the road continues for 4 miles along 
the valley to  Aspando Kat's (10 houses) reached at 11 miles ; 
inhabitants Akbar Khel Gllilzais. 

Camping grounds.--For an  infantry brigade with proportioil 
of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from thestream a tri- 
butary of the Surkhab, f mile W. of camp. 

Fuel.-Abundant ; a large quantity of firewood could be 
brought in from within 2 miles of camp. - 

Fodder. - 
Supplies. - )practically nil. 

2 TAGHAN .. 1 1 i n . 4 f .  Camelroad. --- ($,500'). 
22 m. 4 f. 
The road continues to  lead through low l~ills covered 

with grass and bushes, which still separate the road from tlhc 
~ u r k h a b ;  there is a very slight ascent to s low pass (Hazrah 
kotal), and t,hen a descent of about 1 in 10 t,o the banks of 
the Surkhab, reached a t  7 miles. Road crosses by an  ecsv 
ford (stream 6" deep and 12' wide in November), but the crosi- 
ing is said to  be dificult, tliough never impassable, in spring. 
Slight repairs are required lo  make t'lle banks easier. The 
Surkhab, which above this is known as the Babar nrrl I ,  flowing 
from the W. makes a bend to the I$. here, and the Eaknrai naln 
flowing N. joins i t  a t  the bend. L4t t,he junction is the village 
of Amrut (10 houses), Ghilzais. The road continues S. of 
the left bank of the Lakarai nltla ; sligllt repairs are required 
above Amrut. The vallev is about 200; wide, high hills on right 
bank, low broken hills on the left. At 8 miles, 1\Tangal Stir Kalo, 
60 houses, bhz~sa ancl n little jirt-~iil procurable (Indian corn and  
wheat) ; water and wood in ;,leuly. Roo111 to caml, in fields. 
Keeping up the valley tho r o d  crosscs to tllc right banli near 
Taghan (8,500') ; inhabitants hfangals, vassals to the Gllillqais. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional t r o o ~ s  in the fields. 

L 

Water.--For the above force a t  le:t,st, froin the stream. 
Fuel.-Plentiful within 1 inilc of camp. 
Fodder.- 7) Nil,  
Suppli@.- ) 



3 BAGHUCHINA 9 m. Camel road. 
---A 

31 m. 4 f. 

Leaving Taghan the road keeps to the left Lailk of 
the nala. The valley gradually contracts and the hills arc 
higher. Only the hills on left bank are wooded : piquelu 
could move up the hillsides. General direction of road, 
S-E. At  2 miles cultivation ends, and a t  3 miles thc path 
leaves the nala ar.d ascends the left bank. Thero is also s 
pat11 up t'he right banb, but the left is better. The a>ecent of 
the Lakarai pass is now coinmenced. For 1 mile the ascent is 
steep, 1 in 7, up the wooded l~illside ; this is the most difficult 
part of the pws. At  4 miles there are zigzags a t  a gradient of 
1 in 9. The top 01 the Lakarai kotal (10,400') is reached a t  5 
miles. From ilic pas: spurs run up to  the E. towards Sitaram, 
to the $ST. the range is practically level with the pass. The 
hills are tllialy wooded a t  the top, but more densely wooded 
lonrer down. Thcy could be piqueted without difficulty. 
There is no level ground a t  the top of the pass. Troops ad- 
vancing on the Lakarai ko!al from either side in the face of 
opposition could move on a fairly broad front ; they would not  
be compelled to lreep to the nala but extend along the spurs on 
either side. The upper spurs E. of the pass are the key to the 
position. The descent is down a spur a t  an  average gradient of 
1 in 10 ; i t  is co t  difficult. At G miles the path descends tlie 
right bank of the Lalidar nala, and continues down the ncrl~ 
bed. From the foot of the pass the road lies down an  easy 
slope of from 5" to 7' to Bzzghuchina reached a t  9 miles. Above 
are the precipitous sides of the Safed Koll, up which a difficult 
path leads to the Zera kandao, a shoat route lo Gandamak 
through tlie Khugiani countliy. 

Canzping g~owzd.--For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisio~ial troops, on an open, grassy plain. 

1jTater.--For the above force from several good springs 
in the vicinity of camp. 

Fuel.-Plentiful, within a mile of camp. 
Fodder.-An appreciable amount of grass could probably 

be eheeled from the grassy plain referred to  ; a little camel 
grazing but nil in winter. 

Supplies.-Nil. 



4 ALI KHEL . . 13 m. 4 f .  Camel road. 
-- 
45 ln. 

The path leads down the bed of Lalidar (Lulidar) 
stream and is first comparatively easy, but is rough and stony 
further on. The valley is wooded with large juniper trees and 
gradually opens out ; the hills on both sides are densely wooded. 
A t  1 mile there is a path which leads vib Sirgul to Zabardast 
Kala in the Hariob valley passing over t'he Tarakai ko~al.  
At 3 miles, the junction of the Mithai stream from the W. with 
the Lalidar is reached. The two streams enclose a large, open 
grassy space about f mile long and a of a mile broad ; here was 
s small rough wooden hut, J-aji post held for our Government 
by the villagers during the last war. From this point there is 
another path from the Lakarai kotal which follows the Mithai 
stream, but that above described is the best and is the one used 
by carava,ns. The route lies down the nala of the Lalidar 
stream, a t  first; through low pine-clad hills which here and there 
retire from the stream leaving open spaces. The dara is then 
open, the hill& on either eide being easily accessiblo and covered 
with fir. Bed of the river is 150X to 200x yards wide ; banks 
50' t,o 140' high. At 3 miles, an alternative path follows the 
left bank through cultivation joining the nala route a t  Bilut 
reached a t  4 miles. There are three ;-illages called Bilut 
situated on the banks of the Lalidar stream. Average heigh!: 
above the sea 8,100'. A gun-road was made in April 187'3 con- 
necting Bilut with Zabardast Kala. A t  6 miles i.ill;.,ge-, of Tvlu- 
r.l~ingi and Bar Bilut situated amon@ fields are passed on the 
left and route continues along the ravine to  7 miles, where the 
military road (fit for field artillery during the Afghan War, 
1879-80) is met whence it is 44 miles to the Paiwar kotal. A t  
8 miles the road strikes the through Route 3, which it  follows 
down the right bank of the Hariob t80 Ali Khel reached a t  13; 
miles. 

Camping ground.--- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 3, stags 2. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 



ROUTE NO. 2-F. 

JAGADLAI. TO TEZIN RIVER. 

Viii the Karkacha pass. 
15 miles. 1 stage. 

Authority.--Routes on the North-West Frontier, 1892. 

Gencrnl desc~ipl~'o?l.--Tlli~ route for~lls one O F  the short cuts 
bet~veen stages 9 and 11 cf the main Route 2. 

Road.-Met alled cart  mad, 21' to  mile 3;-, then nlul3 roacl to 
mil. 14 and metalled cart road oncs more lo  Tezin river camp, 
inile 15. 

T112 Karliac1l.z pass is the only s2l io~ls obstaclz en2oun tered ; 
it, is difficult, b u t  passable for laden niules. 'Il'llis pass is 
(Ic?secl by sn?w from De3enlh3:. to February, ihuq Llockin? the  
ro:~te for tlint period. 

('anzping ground.- 7 
IVa ter. - I Tllcr2 is no int.rmedi;(te stage in tJli3 
Fuel.- 

I 
) r;ute. 

Fod.7 er.- 1 
Supplies.- i I 

No. I 

i DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 1 
-- - - - - - - 7- 

1 TEZIN . . 15 m. Metalled cart. road, 
--- 24', to mile 3&, then 

\ 15 117. mule road to mile 14, 
n i ~ d  fillally metalled cart road 24' for ille last mile. 

For the first 3 i  niiles road follows the n~otor  road back to t.]le 
Jsgdalak pass* (6,200'), direction S.E., vide Rlout2 2, stage 9. A t  
the fort on the Icotnl the present route bends almost at right angles 
S.W., the track follo~ving the crest of the ridge running in tha,t 

- -- . - - - - 

* The Jagdalak lsotal is the lowest point on the ridge connecting the Siah 
Koh range with t,he Hnrkachn range, which again is a spur t h r o m  out from the 
Safed Koh chain of mountains. 

As the ridge connecting the Siah Koh with the Karkacha range joins close 
to the Rarltacha pass, t,he road froin the fort to the pass may be said to run along 
the line of watershed nearly the whole way, the water to the right all draining 
towards Jagdalak and N. to the Kabul river, and all on the left draining E. into 
the Surkhab river, 



direction. At 5 miles Wadat (10 houses), also known as Ghoanzat ; 
inhabitants Maruf Khel Ghilzais. A putll runs N.W. fl~oin 
11c;e a:id joins Iton4;s 2-G., 2$ miles distant, 2 rniles E. oE the 
Ir  .I RIanzil pass. The track i 2 0 ~  lollows the bnniks cf a streal11 
whi2h flows down towarcls Jugdalalr. Tlie str3am is bouilded 
on either side with high banks of sandstone: rocks, topped with 
conglomerate and looss boulders. Ti13 banks reach a height of 
300' abova th3 stream, and ale verjr steep. A t  about 7 nliles 
tlie road leaves tlie stream, and ascends the bank to  the right, 
and enters nnotlier r ~ v i n e  which r ins down t o  Jagdalak. 
Tlle ascmt oi  the ICarkacha pass is now coinm?ncecl. Tlie track 
as e CIS the lert bank of this str3am by a zi :zag path, and proceed- 
ing up the spur, raachcs tlie crest o! the wster:;hed. Here the 
ridge narrows, and the road soii~etiines passes along the Lop of it, 
as over a knife-edge, with steep precipitous sides falling into 
deep yam~ling chasms rnany hundracl feet below, n ld some 
times i t  pnssss to  the lel't u ~ c l  right O F  ti12 ridge, with a roadway 
just sufficient for one perscn 2t a time. At  this height tlle loose 
boulder formation is p;lssed and the basalt beds of tlie range 
are I eached, n~hich ~ons i s t  chiefly ol soft clay of ;L red and brown 
2010ur,  wit:^ 811 occasional layer or" hard,: * rock. These r u p  
about N. and S. and arc nearly vertical, the r  ad passing 
over their outcrop ; and, althougll the drops into either ravine 
are very fearful to  look at, yet the ground is firm to the tread, 
and sure-footed animals can pass w i t h ~ u t  dnbger. I n  this way 
the top of the pass is reached. At 290 fc;t froill tlle summit 
is a piece of lev21 ground, on whichnarc! remains of a brick building 
said by somz to hav.: b=en a fort built in th: tima of th.: Ci~aglla- 
tai clynasty. 

Tlle v i w  lrom the top is nlucll the sax1 : as tllat from the 
Iro Manzil pa~s,~\vhile the road is more difficult and water further 
from summit. 

From tlie kotn2, the track follows R ~ ~ r t s  2.D, nearly PV, 
t o  Malakliel reachxl a t  13 miles, when the przsent route branclies 
oSl' N. W., sti-iking tl13 matallod cart r3a:l aL 14 nliles ivllicil i t  
Solls\v,s back for 1 mile, clue N. t 3  camp Tezio river i-t.t~clietl a t  15 
inilo~;. 

At  139 miles Route 2-Gs joins t l i s  route from the I ro  
Mnnzil pass, nncl follo~vs i t  to  the end of the stage. 



ROUTE - No. 2 - F 4 k f .  

Camping ground- - 
water.- 1 vide Route 2, 11. 
Fad.- 
Podder.- 
Sup pzies. - 
Norm-In addition toRontea 2-D, 2-F and 24, the following roubm run 

through the Karkacha mountains :- 
(1) The Chapar or Saparai route, avoidin3 (3sndamak and Khnglenl 

country, difficult but traversed by kaA!as. 
2) Angur Tak road by Tstanq-i-Wazir, Surkhab bridge ; easy. 
(3) The Chinari route, avoiding the Haft kotal. After crossing the 

Chinari pass, one road joins the Royal road a t  Kabar-i-Jabar, whlch 
is as easy as the Haft  kotd road. Another and a more difllcult roed 
goes to Butkhak. 

(4) The Lakari road over hille, but short and practicable for laden ani- 
mals. 

( 5 )  The Minari roed from Tarakai, near Khurd Kabul, direct to Kabnl. 
Most of the wood from the Karkacha range of hills reaches Kabul by 
this route, i t  being the most direct. It receives ih name from the  
ruins of a lofty minar, or minaret, on the hllle. 

(1) Leads from Sultanpur to Jaqdalak. 
2) From Patehabad to Surkhpul. 

(3) From the Tezin valley to Kabul. 
(4) From Jagdalak to the Tezin valley. 

None of these are routes which would be of much use to troops ,except for 
lurning movements, but they are routes nlliich might be used by a guerilla enemy 
and should, therefore, be observed. 

ROUTE NO. 2-6. 

JAGDALAK TO TEZIN RIVER. 

Vi& the Iro Manzil pass. 

12 miles. 1 etage. 

Authority.-Afghan War records, 1879-80. 
Epitome. 

General desci iption.-This 1,oute lorms another short cut 
between stages 9 an.1 I1 : b f  the main Route 2. 

Road.-Mu1 road thl.oughout. The r nly serious obstacle 
encountered is the Iro Manzil pass whioh is blocked by snow 
lrotu Decembci to  February, thus blocking the route for that 
period. 



Camphq grounds.-- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- i There is no intermediate stage: on this 
Fodder.- route. 

and DETAILS. 
totaldir- , 
b, tance. I 

. - . - ----- - - - -. - A - - - 
I TEZIN RIVER. . 12 m. -Mule road. 

l 1  

From Jagdalak village the road runs for $ mile up 
a stony gradual ascent between two convergiilg nnlas ; the 
track then enters the nala bed a t  tlie point of bifurcat,ion. 
The bed is about 100' broad, st'ony, but not difficult. At 2 
illile allother nulu. joins it  on the left, but the braclc follows the 
nula whicl~ comes Erorn tthe right. This nnlrc is not inore than 
30' broad, and unfit for cainel t,raffic. At one mile enter the 
Ulainala, which is over 200' broad, with trees and cultivatioil 
on both sides. Close by is a burj or tower, and a good spring oC 
water. For the next two miles continue to follow the bed 0:' 
the nalrc, which has steep banks and rolling hills, about 100 or 
150 fcet h i ~ h ,  oil both side: ; the gradientbecomes gradnally 
steeper. Directio~l S . .  At 3 niiles anotlier spring ; otl~cr 
nulns i'rorl tlie left join the inain one but thc road continues to 
keep to tlie right. At 32 miles leavc the nala by tlie proper 1clL 
bank and ascend the hill *on the right by a very steep asccnt of 
+. Pass a few deodars. At 4 t  iniles the road becomes easy, ancl 
inay be c ;~  ll!x( l  i L  gootl 11ill pntl~. A t  '7 iliiles i'roni Jajgdalu!i 
village reach the top 0 1 '  t l ~ e  11.0 hlanzil pas;< I)y a good zigzag of 
-- I Heiglit 9,250'. Tht: descent on the other side (W.) is 
3 0. 
very steep and bad, tlle Tezin valley being about 4& lniles 

further on.- 
At 104 miles this route joins Route 2-P., ;3- mile AT. of Malal<liel, 

the 2 routes tlien being identical to tlie end of tlie stage. 
C'cmping yroulztl. -7 
Water. -- 

I 
Fuel.- I C'ide Routc 2-l)., :;tagc: 2. 
.Fodder.- 1 

,Supplies.- j 



The Iro Manzil pass (probably the Yara Manzal-the '6fearful'' 
stage or march ; in some repo~t, i  i t  is'spoken of as the Tro Manzil 
pass) is a point of great strategical importance, and if occupied 
would effectually ensure the security of tlhe ' main road between 
Pezwan and Seh Bal~a. Colonel Jenkins of the7Guides says of 
it : " I was very much struck by the position of Tro Manzil. It 
colnmands all the roads leading from Peshawar to  Kabul and 
the Ghilzai settlements of Hisarak, Jagdalak and Tezin. As 
a military position i t  seems to me very superior to  any point that  
we could hold on the main ridge of the Safed Koh. We found 
water within 200 feet of the t o g  and there are very easy roads 
up to  it which can be improved by country workpeople without 
much expense. " 

NoTE. -T~~  usual route to  follon7 from Safed Sang over the Iro Manzil paas 
leaves t,he main Kabul road about 1 lnile S. of Dhe Japda.lak total, passing 
bile village of Wadat or Ghoanza (vide Route 2-F). 

ROUTE NO. 2-H. 

SEH BABA TO BUTKHAK, 
Vid the Lataband pass. 

22 miles. 2 stages. 
Authority .-Afghan War records, 1879-80. and native 

information, 1911. 

Genercrl de.scription.--Alternative, 11u t direct, route between 
Seh Baba and Butkllak and one which forms a short cut be- 
tween stages 10 and 13. Routc 2, reducing the distance between 
t,hese stages from 31 t,o 22 miles. Rorr(7.-Formeriy a cart roa,d 
and used as sucll in the 2nd Afghan mar, but as no effort has been 
made for 32 years to  keep i t  in repair, i t  is now (1912) reduced to  
a cainel road and could only he made passable for carts through- 
out after several inonths' ~vork. The a1,ove wae conclusively 
confirmed i ~ y  reliable European information dated ~ a r c i l  
I .  The Lataband pass (7,950') passed at 6 miles is the 
only serious obstcxcle encountered ; gradients moderate, but work 
is nc.cessatrp in removing loose boulders, etc., to make il; easy 
for even camel transport. Pass blocked by snow for at least 
4 months in the year. 



R o m  No. 2-R--mtd. 

Camping ground.-For a, division a t  the intermediate 
atage. 

Water.-For 2 or 3 infantry brigades with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  the intermediate stage. 

Fuel.-Firewood abundant but inferior a t  camp Lataband. 
Fodder.-Fai camel grazing except in winter along the 

route. 
8upplim.-Nil. 

General direction S.W. Leaving Seh Baba and crossing 
the extremely stony bed of the Tezin stream, which is so 
rough as seriously to impede all baggage animals, especial- 
ly camels, the road first leads straight up the gently sloping 
skirts of thq Lataband rilnge, and then bearingaway to the 
S.W. winds gradually up the side of the hills, the path being 
in many pla"s narrow and rough, with a steep precipice below. 

I n  many places the road has fallen in or been banked up by 
slips from ahovc. As the hillside is almost entirely composed 
either or soft sandstone or easy conglomerate, small r, pairs 
could be quickly c~n-ied out. For heavy traffic, however, i t  
would be absolutely necessary entirely to re-align the road for 
considerable distances, as the gradients of the existing track are 
quite steep and prohibitive for wheeled transport. 

Having ascended well on to the spurs of the range: the road 
again bends more to W., and losing sight of the Tezin vdley, 
enters the heart of the hills. Winding tlnough narrow valleys, 
whence no view can Inc rbtnined : it is necessary to have flankers 
on the heights on eitnei. hand, but thp hills being rounded and 
of no great elevation are easily crowned, and :\.'\en once occu- 
pied, no enemy could approncll ~eobservcl. !)out 4 miles 
above Seh Baba the road dips into a ravine, after crf ssinci whic.11 
a, k u d i  camping-ground is reached; here there is n. very scanty 
supply of water, and there are one or two cavesr 

xo. 
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and 
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tance. 

DETAILB. 

-- - - -- - - -- -- 7 

C A M P  LATA- 11 m. Camel road. 
- 1 BAND (5,900'). 

11 m. I 



Romp: No. 2-H-td. 

Up to  about this point the old road and the new cart-road, mado 
in 1880, cross and re-cross each other, hut here a t  about 5 miles 
from Sell Baba the cart,-road hears entirely to the right,, eR- 
capes the kotnl alt~get~her, and winds round each successive 
hill, never exceeding a height of 7,000'. The new road makes 
tjhe march from Seh Baba about 4 miles longer but is far more 
easily defended. Water from two or three springs obtairi- 
able. In  the second Afghan war the cart transport service 
ceased a t  Gandamak, light pony carts only t<raversed the road 
over the Lataband. This road had entirely disappeared for 
considerable lengths in 1904, and carts sent along it had to  
turn back. No effort has been made by the dfghans to  keep it  
in order and 25 years of weather-wear and disrepair have almost 
obliterated large portions of itf. It would probably take months 
of work before it mould be suitable for carts. 

Continuing along the old road, after leaving the so-called 
cart-road, it then enters a nore confined valley, the hills on 
either side being both loftier and steeper than those hitherto 
met with. They are formed of conglomerate and where their 
sides have been exposed to  tohe action of w a b  they have 
been cut away, and the formation clercrlv exposed. 

About three-quarters of a mile ahovc the caves, there is 
a very narrow and difficult place, the passage between the walls 
of conplo~neratc rock barely giving room for a cart to  pass. The 
nsce~lt through the narrowest part was also steep and slippery 
and sf I - ~ I I ~  with boulders. It is only about 30Xin length 
but u-as (December 1904) a serious impediment to all 
traffic and extremely difficult for wheeled vehicles. A few 
days' work would, however, make it much easier. 

Above this tangi there are no difficulties met with, the path 
continuing to  ascend by moderate gra,dients to tlie summit of 
the main lcotnl (elevation 7,950') reached a t  about 6 miles. 
From the top a good view of the Kabul valley and city is ob- 
taincd. By using short cuts, of which there are many, infantry 
call reduce the ascent by about 2 miles. The last portion is too 
steep for carts, but is ~ract~icable for guns, and the guns captured 
in Kabul in 1879 were brought down it. 

In 1904 light,ly laden carts could only be got up this portion 
by using double teams of mules, with frequent rests. Bullocks 
were useless and refused to  pull, 



ROUTE No. 2-H-contd. 
Between the main kotal and the next lower olle lrhich 

overlooks the Lataband camp, a considerable valley has to be 
crossed. The descent is easy and pretty direct, the bed of 
t'he stream, near which is a kuchi camp, being a little more tllnn 
2 iniles from the top of the kotal. 

Following the course of the stream for about a mile, the road 
from the Icota.1 passes through a very similar tnnyi to t,hat 
described above, with rough, boulder-laden bed, and precipitous 
cliffs on either side, then the junction of the old and new roads 
is reached a t  a point where the latter bends sharp to the w,, and 
ascends the lesser Lotal by a long series of zigzags. 

A similar descent leads to  the camping-ground a t  Lataband, 
which is situated in the centre of a basin, surrounded by lofty 
hills on three sides. Streams of water flow close past the camp, 
which is to some extent protected by a piquet llousc on the 
Eotnl. The camping ground is known locally as Samucll Mullit. 
In  1880 there was a post a t  Eataband for 1,000men. On the 
N. the -Kabul river is distant about 2 miles, and is passable 
by bridges above Gogamand, some 4 miles down stream, one 

the foot of the Samuch Mulla peak and another below, all 
on the Tangi Gharu road. The camp is not difficult to defend 
i f  the three piquet posts, established in 1879, are held. The 
old post is now in ruins. 

The piquet posts are all distinguishable and the walls mostly 
st,anding. Some little cultivation, but practically no supplie$. 
From cataband heliographic communication with Sllerpur can 
Ile maintained. 

Camping ground.-Probal~ly for n tlivision 11y locating 
units on suitable sites where they occur. 

Water.-For 2 or 3 infantry brigades with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  least, from the Lataband stream, anci from 
several springs, not liable to  be cut off and little influenced 
b y  seasons. 

Fuel.-Firewood abundant but inferior. 
Fodc7er.-Fair camel grazing except in winter, when tjhere 

is none. 
, , ! ~S?~,ppZies.-Nil. 

2 BuTKHAK . . 11 in. Camel road, rnpidlv 
--- (5,986'). convertible to s ca& 

22 m. road. 



ROUTE No. 2-H-tmcEd. 

I"" General direction W. The road from camp is in good 
order throughout and a t  first a gradual ascent fit for wheeled 
traffic. Leaving Lataband, and crossing a small rivulet, a low 
kdd has to be surmounted, and then the road leads through 
small ravines, with trifling undulations. At 2& miles there is the 
small native fort of Samuch Mulla, which is the regular Afghan 
stage. Fair amount of space for camp. Water but no supplies. 
,4t 3;- ~niles a small &ream is crossed ; another small stream at 4: 
miles. The road for the first 6 miles winds along through low 
Iiills, and then enters the Kabul valley, here some 8 miles 
broad and very ferttile. By taking short cuts the distance 
can be reduced by 1& miles for unladen animals. 

The old road which is rough, stony and in some parts steep 
crosses and re-crosses the mew road several times, it is shorter 
a3d tllough fit for mules is not so for wheels. The latter half 
of the march is $ across a stony plain until nearing Butkllalr 
the country becomes cultivated, with villages on both sides. 
At 10 miles cross the drgT bed of a stream ; no difficulty. 
At  11 miles Butkhrtlc. 

Camping ground.- I 
Wntcr.- 
Fuel.- 

I 
t Vide Route 2, stage 13. 

Focl&er.- 
Srcpplies.- J 

, ROUTE NO. 2-5. 

LATABAND TO TARAKI. 

15 miles. 1 stage. 

Authority .-Captain Young, 1880. 
Epitome. 

Gelzer(r1 r/escription.-Route connecting Route 2-H, the route 
over tlle Lataband pass, with the main Route 2. Road.-Mule 
track through mountainous country. 

C?mnping ground.-There is no intermediate stage. 
1Vater.-Por one brigade with proportion of divisional troop. 

d l  Tsagai (8 miles) in the stage. 



ROUTE No. 2-J&d. 
laB'ueL--No details, but several of the hillsides of these ranges 

are densely wooded. 
J'oddeL- air camel grazing except in winter along the route. 
Supplies.-Nil. 

On leaving camp, shown on some maps as Samuch .'!lulls, 
the path leads in a southerly direction along the watershed, 
which lies R. of the Lstaband stream. The path winds 
up and down over the tops of the hills until, a t  three hours 

No. i 

from Lataband, i t  reaches a place called ~ s a ~ i i ,  and the kwhi 
encampment lying in a hollow among the hills. These hills 
here form the head of the valley of the Lataband stream, and 
are gently undulating, the whole ground being here open and 
easily traversed. There is plenty of good water, grass and some 
" * 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

tuel. 
Prom Tsagai easy paths run ill several directions. One to 

im 14;. leads to Seh Baba, another S.E. to Tezin (distant 6 or 
7 miles) ; another to the S. leads over a low ridge and down to 
the Tezin and Khurd Kabul road (joining i t  near the Haft ko td  
near the place called Balutak); a lourth path leads to the S.W. 
over the same ridge towards Khurd Kabul, passing a t  one mile 
from the ridge, the southern end of the Chinari pass. Pollow- 
ing the latter path for one hour from Tsagai; the top of tho above 
mentioned ridge is reached. From here n very extensive view 
is obtained to the S. including the greater part of the Tezin and 
Khurd Kabul road, including the Haft kotal. The road is 
apparently distant about 4 miles from the ridge. Three miles 
nearer, and parallel to, the first road, runs the Chinari road. 
There is another route, that by the Lataband stream, which lies 
in a narrow valley with precipitous sides. 

As regards the practicability of the two routes, that by the 
watershed along the hills is perfectly practicable for both 
mountain guns and infantry, end by it such a force could cut 
in on the Tezin and Khurd Kabul road at the western side of 

DETAII,~. 
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1 I TARAKI . . 15 m. Mule-road. 



t.he Haft kolul in about five and s half to six hours from Lata- 
band. The route by the Lataband stream is only practicable 
for infantry, there being one place where guns could not be got 
over. I n  going along the first route a force would be very con- 
spicuous, but*, on the other hand, a good view is obtained of all 
the surrounding valley ; while, in going by the stream, not,hing 
whatever can be seen, and strong flanking parties would be 
necessary, which would cause the usual delays. 

At about 15 miles Taraki, stage 12 of Rrout,e 2, on the main 
met,alled road. 

Camping ground.-' 
Water. - i 
Fuel. - I 

} Vide Route 2, stage 12. 
Fodder. - 
Supplies. - I 

i 

ROUTE NO. 2-K. 

ALI KHEL TO TARAKI. 
Vid the Kharshetal and Katarai passes. 

53 fniles. 6 stages. 
Authority.-Native reconnoitrer, 1910. 

Epitome. 
Gener(1l $escriytio?z~.--Part of tllc   no st direct route from 

the Kurrarll valley to linbul and a n  important connecting 
route b:xt\veen the 2 main Routes 2 and 3. 

Hoad.-Mule road and one ~nucll used Ly villagers of Hariob 
and Babar, who take wood, etc., to Kabul on ponies and don- 
keys ; difficult route to force in the face of opposition. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) I n  the first stage the l<llarslratal pass (10,000') ; southern 

i~scent steep, gradient 1 in 8, but passable for laden 
mules ; descent on northern side easier. 

(ii) I n  tlle 3rd stage the Kagall \J7aga1i pass (11,200') ; 
ascent from the E. very steep but passable for laden 
nlules ; descent on its western face much easier. 

(iii) I n  tlle 4th stage the Kat,arai pass (10,965') ; pessab!e 
for laden mules. 



All the above passes would norinally be blocked by snow 
from early in December to the end of April, thereby closing this 
route for that  period. 

Camping grounds.-For a t  least one i n f c ~  try brig& with 
proportion oE divisional troops a t  each intermediate stage. 

Water.-For the above force a t  each intermediate stage. 
Flte1.-Abundant tlhroughout the route from t,he wooded hill, 

in the first 4 stages, but appreciably less in the last stage. 
Fodder.-Grass pmcurable at stage 2 ; camel grazing good 

(moderate a t  stage 3) along t,he route, except in winter, when 
there is none. 

Supplies,-Nothing appreciable a t  any s tla; 0. 

No. i 

of stage , 
and 

total dis- 
trance. I 

1 I SPIN JUMAAT . . 15 nl. Mule-road. 
---- 

I I 

I 
' (9,304'). 

15 m. ( 

Lealing Ali Khel the road follows Route 3 for 3 mile8 
towards the Paiwar as Ear as Bian IChel, when i t  brzncl~es 
off N.E. up the Karshatal valley. The path now enters 
the hills crossing and recrossing the stream ; llills on ljoth 
sides wooded and difficult ; a t  8 miles (9,140') the main ascent 
of the Karshatal rass begins ; average gradient 1 in 8, but, 
steeper towards the top. Hillsides precipitous in places, 
and thickly wooded. The top of the Kharshatal pass (10,000') 
is reached a t  6 miles ; this pass would be difficult to capture in 
the face of opposition ; the summit is conixnanded on both sides 
by high peaks a t  a distance of 400 X .  Thero is a ziclmt on top of 
the pass. (The Laksrai pass, which is somenrhat higher than 
the Kharshatal, appears to lie about 5 miles almost due N.) 

The descent is inuch easier. At  10 miles the path enters 
anuta, enclosed between wooded hills. At  10;- miles a larger 
nala from the direction of the Lakarai pass coxnes in on the rigllt ; 
up to this point the direction has been generally \V. but the 
united nalas now bend northwards. Continuing along the naln 
Spin Jumaat  (9,304') is reached a t  16 miles, the valley here 
being about 200x wide. 



Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops on a good site. 

Water.-Sufficient for the above force fro~lr the nata men- 
tioned. 

Fuel.-To any extent required from the wooded hills within 
1 mile of canip. 

Fodder.--Good camel grazing except in summer. 
Supplies.-Nil. 

2 BABAR . . 9 m. Mule-road. - - (8,200'). Leaving Spin Ju~naa t  
24 m. the path continues 

down the 1ztr7a ; the strean1 is crossed frzquently, but the water 
is shallow. At  3 miles a nnla joins in on tlie left bank ; this 
is known as the Wuch Algad and up i t  a good path, fit for lacal 
camels, leads to  Kharoti. 

Below this the valley is known as Ghazin. At  5 miles 
a large dry nata joins in from tlie E. Tlle path continues down 
the Ghazin stream, ~iiostly along the left bank, and is quite easy. 
The valley is about 30 wide. At 8& miles the Ghazin joins the 
Surkhab, which is now crossed by a ford (quite easy, with only 
1i' of water in September), and the path then goes down the 
left bank to Babar village (8,200') reached at 9 miles ; 45 Ghilzai 
liouses. At  tlie village tlie Surkhab is not fordable in summer, 
and the villagers make a rough bridge. 

Camping grotand.-Sufficient for 1 infantry brigade wit11 pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least, probably Inore from 
the Surkhab. 

Fuel.-Plentiful within 1 mile of camp. 
Fodder.-Grass plentiful in summer, good camel grazing 

except in winter. 
&cpplies.-Sothing appreciable. 

:I K A T A R A I  . . 8m. 4f. Mule-L ) :~d .  
(10,160'). Leaving Babrtr the 

32m. 4f. direction is N.\\7. most- 
ly on t,he left bank but sometiines in the bed of a small 
b~.anch stream ; left bank wooded, both banks steep. The path 
asceilds at a gradient of 1 in 10. At 34 miles there is no longer 



ROUTE NO. 2-K-contd. 
any stream flowing. At  5$ miles reach the foot of the KaKah 
Wagah pass, where a path joins in  from Hazro in the main Sur- 
khab va,lley above Babar. The ascent of the Kagah Wagah is 
steep, the top (11,260') being reached a t  6; miles. The pass lies 
over a high range separating the Surkhab and Katarai valleys. 
There is no open ground a t  the top ; there is a very lofty peak 
to  the E., and other peaks to  the Mr. The Katarai is the 
highest pass on t l ~ i s  route. The range is slightly wooded on 
the northern slope. The descent is by fairly easy zigzags for 
2 miles. At the bottom (10,160') the ~ s t a r a i  stream is crossed 
by an easy ford. There are summer encampments of Ghilzai 
nomads here, and there is a little wheat cultivation. (The 
Katarai nala here flows K.E. and is believed to join the Sur- 
khab somewhere near Gliauchiza.) 

Camping gro?md.--For a t  least 1 infantry brigade a ith pro- 
portion of divisional troops, on a good site on tlie left bank of the 
streanl. 

Wuter.-Sufficient lor the above Eorce and more from tlie 
Katarai strealll. 

Fuel.-~bundant witliin 2 or 3 miles of camp. 
Fodder.- KO details ; probably ~ i l ,  excepting a little 
Su,pplies.- j canlel grazing in the summer. 

4 CAMP R A J A N  . . 8111. 4f. Mule-road. 
--- (8,980'). Leaving Katarai camp 

41 m. the road goes up a 
branch streanl, direction Mr., gradient easy. At  1 3  miles the 
stream ceases to flow, and a t  2& miles tlie na2a disappears. 
The path then climbs tlle hillside, direction still W., gradient, 
1 in 8. At 3 miles, the top of the Katarai pass (10,965'). Thele 
is a high hill to  the ]I7. from w11icli botli the Katarai and Kagali 
\Tagah spurs branch off ; the hills to tlie E. are lower. The to]) 
is open and stony ; no trees. From the pass there are tn-o routes 
one to  the P;. and the other to the X.W., the latter is the longer, 
but the easier for laden animals ; a high precipitous peak sepa- 
rates the two routes ~vhich rejoin a t  8& miles. Following tlie 
former route the path is almost on the level, keeping 100' to 150' 
below the crest of the range on tlie E. A t  5& miles a small, 
open, grassy space is reached wllere there is a depression in 
this range ; this known as the Kirki Dand IiofaZ (10,607'). There 
fire Eome springs beie, and i t  is used as a glazing ground ; 



a path drops down from here to Tezin. 'I he road now descends 
along a small nala (a  brtinch of the Rajan nala) ; descent by 
easy zigzags. A t  6& miles the nala bed, here a narrow gorge, 
is entered ; hills on left bank very high and precipitous. A t  
7 miles the path ascends the hillside on the right to avoid a very 
deep and steep gorge through which the nala now runs. 
This ascent of the right banlr is steep and difficult; tlre 
hill is precipitous and rocky, and the path runs along a narrow 
ledge ~vhich, holvever, is just practicable for laden mules ; it is 
probably to avoid this that the longer route from the head of 
the Rajan nalu is usually taken. At 7* miles the path again 
descends steeply to t'he nala, and follows down it a t  an easy 
gradient to 89 miles where the Rajan nala is joined (8,980'). 
The valley opens out and there is a summer grazing encampment 
here. The path which branched off N.W. a t  the top of the 
Iiatarai pass joins in here. 

Cantping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops, but site infer:or. 

Water.--For the above force from the Rajan stream. 
Fuel.-Procurable within 1 or 2 miles of camp. 
Podc1er.-Camel grazing plentiful except in winter. 
Sup plies.--Nil. 

6 TARAKI . . 12 m. Mule-road. 
---A General direction N. \V. 

63 m. The road now runs 
strstigllt don n the Rajan t m g i ,  lying in the stony nala bed and 
crossing and  re-crossing the stream ; the stones are, llowe~er, 
snlal!, the water low, and there is no difficulty. The valley i:; 
only 20 garcls wide and the hills on either side are high and steep, 
theh. IO\I er slopes being especially precipitous. The tangi ends 
a t  44- rniles (8,080'), and an open, stony plain is entered. A 
srnafi village (Gul Dara) lies to the left of the road, and st (j 
miles Chaknri village (8,030') $ mile to right, on right bank of 
naln. Chakari is a village of 50 houses with some water-mills. 
There is some cultivation in the nala bed. To shorten the stage 
this would be a good place to camp, on open ground on left bank. 
T l ~ e  path continues over an open strip of ground between the 
Rajam anct another ?tala on the W. At  8 miles Malang village, 
40 houaes, Uhilzais. At 9 miles the western nala is crossed, 



crossing easy, and path leads by the left bank of what is known 
as the Khurd Kabul nala to Iihurd Kabul, (7,320') reached a t  
10 miles. Tlle nula bed is llighly cultivated. 

Khurd Kabul (150 houses) ; inhabitants Tajiks, is a halting 
place for kufilas cornin! from Kabul. From Iihnrd Iiabul the 
road runs X.E. to Taraki 1.eached a t  1% iuiles. 

Cccrnping grozincl . - 7 
Water .- I 

Fue2. - I 
;- V i f e  Route 2, Stage 12. 

li'oclder.-- I 
Supplies.  - I 

I 

ROUTE NO. 3, 

PARACHINAR TO KABUL. 

Vid Ali Khel, the Shu tx  Gardan pass and the Logar 
valley. 

1034 miles. i O  staves. 

Authority .-Afghan War records and native informa- 
tion to 1912. 

Epiloma, 

General description.-Tlic principal tllrougli 'outc to Kabul 
from the Kurraul valley. O;v;ng to the @rono~~ncecl salient 
formed by tile Indian frootier st tho liead of the Iiurraiii valley 
this is considerably the shortest through route to Kabul from 
any point on our frontier, but the importance wllicli this gives 
i t  is out of proportion to the facilities i t  affords to the advance of 
an army, as the construction of a cart road over the Paiwar, 
Surkai, Shutur Gardm and Sllinkai passes would be an 
arduous undertaking. 

Road.-First stage, nnrnetalled ca.rt road 10' to 15'. 
thence camel road passable *for wheeled artillery, to liushi, 
Stage 7 ; this section mhicll traverses the Hariob and 
Hazardaraltht valleys could bc convorted into a cart 
road ~vit~hout difficulty but for the passes rneritioned above. 
The last 3 stages, 8 to 10, unlnetalled cart road through 



the highly cultivated Logar sctlley ; road easy. This route 
was followed by the ICurram and Kabul Field Forces accom- 
panied by field artillery in 1878-79. 

The follow-inq obstacles are cncountered- 
(i) Paivrar kot ~t (8,531') in 2nd stage ; ascent froiii east- 

ern side very steep, tllough remains of a good road 
made by the British in 1879 exist. Pass only tem- 
~ o r a r i l y  blocked by snow. 

( i i )  8~1rkai kotat (10.200') in 4th stage ; ascent froin east- 
ern side very steep, but soil easy and good, road could 
easily be made. Normally blocked by snow during 
December, January and ~ k h r u a r ~ .  

(iiz) Sllutur Gardan (1 1,200') in 5th stage. R,oad over 
pass in extremely bad repair (July 1911) and possibly 
a new alignment necessary if s cart. road is t o  i;e mad;. 
Pass normally blocked by snow from December to  
March. 

: i u )  Sllinkai pass (about 8,000') in the 6th stage. Ascent 
fro111 tlie castern side though only 500' in length lrery 
steep and severe trial to laden animals, but good road 
could easily be made. 

(ill) Bridge over Logar river, ;3- inile E. of Zahidabad, 
9th stage ; bridge in good repair but not suitable for 
wheeled artillery. 

It was reported, however, in June 191 1, that  the existing 
bridge was to be replaced by a " strong " bridge. 

The Shutur Gardan and Surlrai Passes being snowbound 
from December to March, this route should ordinarily be con- 
sidered as being closed during tliat period, but i t  is known that 
small parties succeed in crossing these passes i l iroupho~t the 
year, and Lord Roberts mas oE opinion that  the Sllutur Ciardan 
(the highest pass on this route) could always be kept opon with 
special measures. d 

Camping qroun(1s.-For 1 division, at least, a t  all stagcs, 
except at  stage 3, where there is space only for 1 infantry brigade 
with proportion ol divisional troops and a t  stage 6 ,  where there 
is only room for 1 or 2 battalions. 

A;nter.- or s division a t  all stages, except s t  stage; 3 and 
5, where i t  is only sufficient for 2 and 1 infantry brigades with 
proportion of di'visional troops, respectively. 



Fuel.-Practically unlimited supply a t  all stages, except a t  
stage 5, where wood is scarce, and a t  stage 6, where there is only 
a moderate quantity. 

Fodder.-Grass abundant except in winter in the Hariob 
valley and Ali Khel (stage 2) ; lucerne in considerable 
quantities during March, April and May a t  Kushi (stage 6)  and 
a t  stages 7, 8 and 9 in the Logar valley ; khasil for the horses 
of a cavalry brigade daily during March and April in the Logar 
1, alley, stages 7, 8 and 9 ; bhusa to a considerable extent can 
be collected from villages commencing a t  stage 6, and thence 
forward to Kabul ; camel grazing only fair to scarce till the Logar 
valley is reached, where it is illimitable, but scarce in winter. 

,SzcppZies.-Nothing appreciable until Kushi (stage 6) ; 
thence to Kabul all supplies for 1 division for a t  least 3 months 
could be collected in the rich Logar valley. It is stated that tho 
supplies obtainable in this valley are practically inexhaustible. 

'I 

No. I 
of stage 

m d  1 
tot,al dis- 

-- tance. I - - -  - -- -- -- - - . 

I TERI MANGAL 12m. 4f. Unmetalled cart road I 
i 10' to 15'. 

12m. 4f. 
From Parachinar the direction is a little N. of \IT., the 

route running parallel to, and about 2 miles below, the 
skirts of t'lle Safed Koh range ; roacl fairly lcvel and 
crossinq numerous stony nalas, but no very dcel, ravines. 
St  .$ nliles, Nurkhai where there is ample water for a large 
force from a channel leading out of the Shalozan tangi. 
A t  5 t  miles tlle Bhalozan villages (5,950'), a t  tlle iliouth oE 
the Sllalozan glen a t  the head of which is the Masharao pass. 
on the Safed Koh. Shalozan consists of a collection of villages 
wit11 an old fort, remains of wliicll are still visible on the 
about 1; miles to the 8.W. and which contaJned the European 
Lase hospital, in the 2nd Afghan war. 

At  ~lialozan there is :- 
Cantping ground.-For a division, a t  least, on an open, stony 

plain between the Shalozan villages. 
1Ycrter.-For a division probably, from a ch,znnel leading 

out oE the Shalozan glen, as a t  Nurkhai, 



Fuel.-Practically : unlimited supply obtainable within 
1 mile of camp. 

~odde~.-pair camel grazing, except in winter. 
S2cpplies.-Negligible. 
From Shalozan there is a route into Ningrahar over the Safed 

Koh ui6 the Shalozan tangi and Wrekhmin, over which unladen 
animals can be taken. 

Between t,lle last 2 Shalozan villages, a broad stony nala bed 
is crossed, which is sometimes rendered impassable by floods 
for as long as 4 hours a t  a time. ' This nayla receives the drain- 
age of t,he Sitaram mountain and as its bed ie steep and the 
catchment area bare, the floods are very sudden and violent, 
but quickly subside. 

The road cont.inues over a fairly level plain intersected by 
nalas to Paim7a.r village reached a t  9 miles ; here there is :- 

Camping ground.--For a division and more on the open plain. 
Water.-For the above force, a t  least, from several nalas. 
Fuel.-Unlimited supply of firewood obtainable a t  short 

notice. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing, except in winter. 
Supplies.-Negligible. 
Leaving Paiwar village, the road crosses a series of deep 

ravines, and passes through a jungle of low ilex scrub. At 129 
miles the Kurram Militia post of Teri Mangal on the W. of the 
road ; post consists of a roofed courtyard and a double-storied 
keep built of stone, garrison 20 men. Near tlie post is the Ali 
Mangal bungalow wit11 an enclosed courtyard. The enclosure 
wall is of mud and not loopholed nor are there any machicoulis. 

C a v i n g  ground. *-At Teri Mangal for infantry ; camping 
space 156,500 square yards extensible to 216,000 square 
yards. At Ali Mangal for mounted iroops ; camping space 
160,000 square yards extensible to tlie S. 

Water.-At Teri Mangal from 2 springs. 
(a) Spring rising N. of the Paiwar kotal, estimated 

supply in October 1909, 20,000 gallons per hour ; 
on 7th. June 1909 sufficient for 2 infantry brigades. 

--- - - -- - - -  - --- -- 

* On the collclusioil of the flrst phase of the 2nd Afghan war the following 
force was located at Paiwar cantonment, i.e., P~iwar  village and Teri Mangal, 
from June to September 1879:- 

F. R., Royal Horse Artillery. 9th Lancers, 1 squadron. 
C:. 4, Royal Artillery. 5th Pulljab Infantry. 
0. 3, Royal Artillery. 



ROUTE No. 3-contd. 

( b )  Spring 200 yards N. of Teri, supply on 6th June 1900, 
80,000 gallons in 24 hours, but on t.he 7th June 
1911 200,000 gallons in that time. 

At Ali Mangal for a division from 2 irrigation channels 
flowing from the Spin Gawsi nala, for animals from s third 
channel 800,000, gallons in 24 hours. 

Pzce2.-Practically unlimited supply could be collected frorn 
the surrounding hills within 500 yards of camp. 

Fodder.-Fair camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies,-Negligible. 

2 ALI KHEL . . I5 m. Camel road 8'. 
- (7,565'). 

27m. 4f. 

The road now leads direct to the Paiwar kotal, a 
pass in the range of hills running S.W. from Sibram peak 
*in the Safed Koh and separating the Ilariob valley in 
Afghanistan from the British valley of Kurram. The summit of 
the pass is 2& miles distant. The last mile to the kotal is very 
steep, but there are remains of a good road, gradient 1 in 9, 
lnade during the 2nd Afghan war, which could be repaired 
for wheeled artillery. Laden carts, i t  is believed, have never 
used the road up to the crest. Elevation of Paiwar kotal 8,531'; 
climate good in summer, but the cold in winter is very severe. 

Camping space on the kotal30,700 square yards, but there 
is only 1 spring of good water sufficient for about $ bahtalion; 
this, however, can be supplemented from the Teri Mangal supply. 

Unlimited timber for building purposes in vicinity. I n  
1908, however, the forests on the Kurram side of the watershed 
were closed for 20 years to permit reafforestation and to arrest 
denudation in progress, owing to ruthless cutting in the past. 
Afghan post called Wucha Msrgha on the kotal, N. of the road 
and not visible frorn it ; garrison 1 company infantry. 

A bridle-path in Afghau territory leads to i l ~ e  right horn tlie 
Yaiwar kotal to the Spin Gawczi kotal, situatcct about 3 miles 
to the N. This path leads for 1$ miles round steep and thickly 
wooded hillsicles till it debouches on an open plateau, 2 mile 
br 3ad a 1x1 covei.ed with turf. Excellent camping :;round, 
water and wood in abunrltince. Crossing the plateau the sum- 
mit of f lle Spin Gawai kotal is reached. To the FV, of the 



ROUTE No. 3-oontd. 

plateau n path leads to the villages of Ghhndi and Zabar- 
dast Kala, I he latter on the main road from t lie Paimar kotal 
to Ali Khel and the Sllutur Gardan pass. 

The Paiwar kotal could be easily defended on the Afghan 
side from a direct attack from the E. or Kurram side, as the 
steepness of the hillsides allows of but few approaches, and these 
could be defended by a few men. On the other hand, an attack 
from the IV. by an enemy advancing up the Hariob valley 
would be difficult to guard against as the formationof the hills 
affords facilities for turning the position. The country to the 
N. is bounded by the steep slopes of Sitaram, the highest peak 
of the Safed ICol1, elevation 15,620' ; while to the S. the ridge is 
crossed by the Istiar aqd Starimandar Eofals, and the Mangiar 
or Tsapri Pass descends to the Kurram river. The latter pass 
is the easi?st, though the n~os t  circuitous. 

The Spin Gawai kotal is far less capabl2 of defence from the 
Afghan side, as the approacli to it lies through a comparatively 
open valley, and is not very steep except close to the summit. 
But the path leading to it  from the Paiwar village (up the Spina 
Shagga) was found by General Roberts" turning force to be 
extremely difficult marching, the nala being nothing but a mafs 
of stones heaped into ridges and furrowed into deep llollows by 
the action of water : the infantry inarching by night tool< 
3 hours fro111 Habib Kala to tllc foot of the kotal. A line for the 

proposed cart road has been surveyed and a path cut. 
The road descends fro111 the Paimar kotal* too the Hariob 

valley by an easy gradient of about 1 in 30, the road a t  first 
pass2s thl-ouch a narrow defile commanded on each side at about 
150 yards b y  low, pine-clad lli!ls which could be easily traversed 
by infantry. These hills are tlle~~lselves commanded b17 other 
and higher ones t -1 the N. and S. A t  12 miles from the kotal, on the 
left of the road are springs of good water from which tlie garrison 
was supplied during the war. At these springs n small stream 
rises and flows into the Hariob. Just before arriving a t  these 
spying, the defile tllrounll m-II1~11 the road runs, is joined by 
another defile from t,l,e 'x. (tl~rough which a path runs to the 
Spin Gawni koJaZ) and widens out, forming an almost circular 

- - - - - - - 

* The Paiwar ko td  nras stormed and captured by Sir Frederick Roberts on 
the 2nd December 1878. Thereafter throughout the war a detachment Was 
always stationed at the k o W .  In the spring of 1880 the strength of this detach- 
ment was 800 infantry with 2 guns. 



grassy basin about 300 yards in diameter, narrowing a t  its east- 
ern cnd, tllrougll which the stream from the springs finds exit 
between steep banks about PO' high. The road runs tlrro~~gll 
a cutting hers on tlie streani's right bank, and all arms except 
infantry would have to confine tlieinselves to it  for about 70.x 
Ilaving traversecl this distance the hills on eaJch side recede from 
the road and for abou- 1 nlile the route runs alolzg fairly open 
country to tlie Hariob stream which it crosses by a ~ougl i  bridge 
with stone (kachchn) piers. This bridge is iiaills to the action 
of floods. The banks oC the Hariob stream ar :  l o !  and it 
affords no obstacle save when the S ~ O I V S  are ineliing.'" The 
sverag-e heighl; of the Hariob \ a1l.y is 7,500', and in winter soow 
often Iles tllickly on the grouncl prcvcnting coinnlunication be- 
tween villages. 

Having crossed the staream, the road bifurcates, the northern 
road being the longer by about 1 mile. 

(i) The southern or river road follows the right bank of 
the Hariob, running S.W., to Bian Khel, being com- 
manded throughout by the pine-clad heights oE the 
Mangiar range. 

(ii) The northern road takes a line \V. for about 2& miles and 
then turns S.W. It is not commanded by the Mangiar 
heights. 

( i )  River road.-From bifurcation, 2& miles from Yaiwar 
kotal, continue along right bank of Hariob under 
Zabardast Kala, which commands it ; hence for next 
mile over stony ground. A t  7 miles pass the village 
of Kotkai and shortly after Sharif Kala where road 
crosses mouth of Shergul nala. At 7& miles cross 
mouth of Lalidar stream a t  its junction with the 
Hariob. A t  9 miles the road passes under the 
village of Stir Rala ; a t  9 j miles ascends by steep 
cuttings of 200 yards (too narrow for guns meeting 
to  pass) from river bed, and by a similar descent 
drops into the Kharshatal stream, which crosses a n d  
joins northern road a t  10 miles. This " river road " is 
commanded throug hout by the Mangiar range to the 

* Snow usually falls in Hariob in December, after which cattle and mules are 
unsbl'e'to move about or nlarch. 



S. and by the sight bank of tlle Hariob, and the 
various villages beneath which i t  passes. 

(ii) Northern road ascends from the bed of the Hariob, 
Fy a zigzag oE easy gradient, and passes hamlet of 
Zabsrdast Kala, collsistii~g of a small enclosure, form- 
ing a detached fort with di1e:jidsled tower. Camping- 
ground for two infantry brigades ; used by Afghan 
troops as a cai~toninent prior to 2nd December 1878. 
At  5 miles cross 8argsl-stream, bed about 200 yards 
wide, banks low ; water runs in several channels, 
the main one being crossed by bridge similar to above 
(see Hariob); no obstacle. ,4t '7 miles Rilut nula, 
crossing n~hich road runs 8. This nala has preci- 
pitous banks s l ~ o u t  15' Iligli ; descents and ascents 
by gradients of 1 in 17. At  8 t  miles passes through , illage of lower Bilut on left l~a4'; of Lalidar 
stream consist in^ of about 5 houses, each de- 

? 
taclled and forming a small fort  in itself. This is 
iypical of all Jaji  villages. About 800 yards up 
this stream and 011 the same bank is the village 
of Bilut st the nlouth of the Lakarai pass, Lalidar 
stream is about 200 yards wide, with precipitous 
banks, of which tlle left commands the right. 
The road descends into the ~zala by a zigzag of 60 
~ a r d s ,  gradient 1 in 20, and leaves it by a ramped 
ascent 2 mile long, cut a t  an easy gradient in the right, 
bank of the nala parallel to its course. This ascent is 
commanded by the villafge of Petta on the right banlc 
of the nala, and by that  bank itseif. About 10 miles 
pass Ali Sangi, a hamlet 100 yards to right of road 
beyond a small nala. From opposite this  illa age 
the road traverses a high, uncultivated plateau 
on which (on left of road) is ample camping-ground 
for a large force. Here are some ruined bulldings 
left by troops of Sir F'. Roberts' force which was cli 11 - 
toned on the plateau, in Bian ICllel camp in 1878. 
Wood and water plentiful. At 1 0 i  miles descent by 
zigzag of easy gradient into the Karshatal stream, 
which the road crosses and passes. At  1 1 i  miles vil- 

- lage of Bian Khel, situated on low ground, surrounded 
by cultivation, Bed of thia atream about 260 yarde 



wide, banks high, steep, and grassy. Water supply 
fair, from springs in the nala banks. This northern 
road passes through terraced fields for the most part, 
and all wheels and animals would have to keep to 
it between Zabardast Kala and Bilut ; especially to 
the N., however, cavalry might work, though not 
with facility, the ground being very stony and mucll 
cut up by nalas. Bian Khel, near which the first, 
or river, road rejoins the northern road, is a col- 
lection of small hamlets, like all Jaji  villages. 
From Bian Khel a route leads through Ali Sangi 

@ up a stony, rough, narrow defile to the crest of t h e  
Karshatal pass, between pine-clad hills, craggv 
towards the crest; whence a route leads to ~ a b &  
/ t i &  the Rogun valley, Chakari and Khurd Kubul. 
The road to the crest is bad, but practicable fol- 
lightly laden baggage animals. Little is krlowll 01' 

, the route beyond. 
From the junction near Bian Khel the road continues along 

the right bank of the Hariob to within 200 yards of Ali Khel, 
it turns off to the right. 

~t 13 miles pase under Ahmad Khel opposite to which 
village a track leads vili the Istiar kotal to Kachkina in Knrram, 
passable for mules andinfantry and forms an alternative route 
to the Paiwar. At 15 miles the road, which from the junction 
near Bian Khel is commanded by the spurs of the Mangiar 
range, passes through the village Ali Khel, situated on the 
light bank of the Karaia stream which is the name given to the 
Kurram river above Kharlachi. Ali Khel was (1875) a village of 
the usual Jaji type and consisted of some 50 enclosures but is 
now said to contain 600 houses. 

~ u s t  N. of Ali Khel village the road bifurcates, that to the 
left leading 8. down the Karaia to its junction wit11 the 
Hazardarakht stream, while that to the right leads E. through 
the village of Ali Khel to the camping-ground of 1879, distant, 
&bout 1 mile. The camping-ground for one division is divided 
into 3 plateaux by two deep ravines and lies in the angle formed 
by the Hazardarakht and Karaia streams, extending about 1 4  
miles along the left bank of the former. Each of the pla,te~u.ur 
was approached by a gun road cut out of the face of their slopee ; 



dl were commanded within a range of 2,000 to 3,000 yards 
from many points, especially from the high ground on the right 
bank of Hazardarakht stream. The most southern plateau 
was also commanded by a conical hill near the junction of the 
two streams, which must be occupied. The Hazardarakht 
is here wide and stony, fordable in most pleces during dry 
weather ; the Karaia similar but narrower. Lord Roberts was of 
opinion that this is a very strong and the only available posi- 
tion in the Hariob valley. It commands the entrance to the de- 
files leading t,o t,he Shutur Gardan and the approaches up the 
Karaia stream from the Mangal country, but the camp would be 
unt.enable against a civilized enemy with rifles and rifled guns 
if they should once obtain possession of the neighbouring heights. 

The only Afglzan troops in the Hariob valley consist of the 
garrison a t  Ali Khel, which furnishes the small infantrydetach- 
ment at the Paiwar ; see note at end of stage. 

Ca,fnping ground.--For a division on the 3 plateaux lying in 
the angle between tlie Hazardarakht and Karaia streams. 

Water.-For a division from these two streams. 
Fuel.-Wood plentiful within 1 or 2 miles of camp. 
Fodder.-Grass abundant except in winter; camel grazing 

to a oonsiderable extent, but on hills difficult of access. 
' Supplies.-Nothiiig appreciable. 

The following routes converge on or radiate from Ali Khel :- 
Route 2-E froin Chartut (Route 2-D., Stage 1). 
Route 2-K to Taraki (Route 2, Stage 12). 
Route 3-A from Kharlachi. 
Route 3-B from Para,chinar. 
Route 3-C to Loi Kila (Route 4, Stage 1). 
R,oute 3-D to Allmad Ichel (Route 4 Stage 2). 

,\u'or~.-A fortilied cantollment has been built at Ali me1 ; garrison in June 
1911 collsisted of 2 battalions infantry and 1 mountain battery (4 guns), from which 
is furnished the clrtach~nent of 1 colllpany infantry for the post at  t h e  Paiwar 
kotrcl. 

3 DRE KHULA . . 9 m. Camel road, fit for 
wheeled artillery ; easi- 

36 m, 4 f, ly convertible for 
carts. 

Gelleral direction N.W. Road passing over high plateaux 
above the village descends into the bed of the Hazardarakht 



gtreanl and follows left bank. Valley a t  first about 2 miles broad 
but narrows continually and a t  Rokian (5 miles) i t  becomes 
anarrow defile 250 yard5 wide with steep slopes on either side. 
The road through the Rokian defile is above flood level a t  all the 
narrowest places and consequently is not liable to interruption 
by floods. At 54 miles tlle Jaji village of Shamu Khel. It is 
reported tliat tilereis a slope near the village on which a large 
force could encamp, with abundant water from the river, Im-  
mediately alter IS'hamu Kllel the worst bit of the road is met 
with, as the defile is confined and commanded by broken and 
high hills. At about 6: miles, valley opens out once more and 
road continues along the left bank to Dre Klillla (30 liouses) 
reached a t  9 miles. 

Ca7nping gro und.-For oize infantry brigade with proportion 
or divisional troops ; 2 or 3 battalions in the cultivation, bhe re- 
mainder of the brigade at the junction of the f! streams ; canlp- 
ing grouud is commanded by several hills or spurs which would 
have to be piclueted. 

1Vnter.-For a t  least two infantry brigades with propor - 
tioil of divisional troops from the Hazardarakht stream. 

F.rcel.-No details, but i t  is probable that  the higher hills 
in this valley are covered with pine trees. 

Fodder.-Camel grazing scanty ; nil in winter. 
Supplies.-Nil. 
From Dre Khula Route 3-E. leads N.W., td camp Rajan 

(Route 2-K, stage 4), and as this latter route joins the main 
Route 2 to Kabul a t  Taralti, an alternative direct road to Kabul 
t:ih Surkhab is made. 

4 KAEIM KHEL . . 11 m, 4 f. Camel road fit for 
- - wheeled artillery, easi- 

48 m. ly convertible for carts. 

Road turns 8.MT. and runs generally along tlhe left bank 
of the llazardarakht stream, occasionally clipping down into 
its bed. The width of bed is first about 100' but gets nar- 
rower. For tlhe first three miles the hills on the left recede 
and are bare, those on the riglit bank being more thickly wooded, 
craggy, and difficult for infantry to work over. Between the 
third and fourth miles, the hills recede on either side, and there 
is fairly level and stony ground on both banks where three or 
four regiments could encamp. A t  the end of the fifth mile 



reach Jaji  thana, a small khasadar post, garrison 6 men (June 
1911).* Just  beyond this the Tabbi nda comes in on the N. 
(vide note a t  end of stage). Here the ld ls  on either side get more 
bare and open. Infantry protecting the rightof advance could 
gain high ground \V. of the T ~ h b i  nala and keep along i t  up 
to ihe Snrkai kotal. At the seventll mile, the llills close in ?. 

little and Leconie st,eeper but open o ! ~  t a?a;n a t  the eighth mile, 
near where the old Iiaratiga /ham is passed, and the Loi (or 
Lewah Algad) ravine runs in from the 8. At this point 
opposition nligllt be expected as the na2a extends far back 
and the ground is much broken ; the position should bo 
held until all baggage has pased. At just over 10 miles the 
ascent to the Surkai kotal is reached, a t  the foot of which 
t'here is a small old thnjza,. Up to this point the road is good 
and passable for all arms, up a general gradient of about 1 in 25, 
in few places cu$$ing and ~valling mould be necessary, but for 
the rest only ,z little clearing.? Eor a portion of the ninth mile, 
the road t.o be made good would require some blasting, building, 
and e~cavat~ion. (May 1879.) The rise to lcota2 is from 250' 
to 300'. The road no\v is steep ~vith an average slope of 1 in 9 
and some sharp turns, and i t  would be difficult but not impos- 
sible to drag guns up it. I11 September 1879 a ba'ttery of Royal 
Horse Artillery was man liandled to the top. A good road could 
easily be made as the soil is easy. Summit of the Surkai kotal. 
ICotal is 10,200'. 

The kotd  posibion is untenable from the Afghan side with- 
out artillery and even then can be turned by t'he Tabbi route 
(vide Note a t  end of stage). But the hills to the R. of the 
kotal might, if held, form an obstacle to the adva'nce until the 
higher Idls on the left bank of the stream had been seized. 
Behind the kottrl a,nd to the S. of it, is ,z llill commanding or 
covering it, occupied by a small Ghilzai tower ; this is again com- 
manded or covered by a high hill to its \\'. called Kamran Tang 

- - --- -. - .--- -- 

* An all (,mat 11.c mad to I\;~bul 115cd by inen oil l o o t  ill wiirter to avoid the 
JllOre diflic.ult ahutur  (iarda11 lcads Iron1 herc across thc Jlacllnlgu hills to tile 
Altilnur 1 ~ ' s  (22oute 4). The shutul. Gardan i* norlllally closed by snow during 
December, January and February. 

I In July 1911 it was reported that the road fro111 the old Ihnlta, i . e . ,  from 
about  10 milcs, up to and over the Surkai k o h l  was i11 had repair, flt howeve s 
for " plain " camels,'; and could easily be inade passable for carts, the llreeen t 
alignlnent merely requiring clearing or building up. 



which lies between the Surkai and Shutur Gardan kotds and is 
the key of the position between them. The road passes along 
between these two hills and round the N. of the larger or Kam- 
ran Tang. The descent from the Surkai koJa2 to the Surkai or 
Surkl~ab valley is more gentle, the fall to the open valley being 
about 100 feet. But about 300 yards from the summit, just a t  
the bottom of the slope, the road originally wound round the 
S. side of a hill, with a deep khud on the left and a track, in some 
places, barely wide enough for gun-carriages to pass. The steep- 
ness of this short decline rendered it by far the worst part of 
tho whole road ; the roadway here was about 7 feet wide, covered 
with loose stones and there was nothing to prevent gun-carriages 
eoin over the khud a t  the bottom, where the road turned sharp 
to the right round a big rock. This part of the road was after- 
wards improved, but by now (1902) may have relapsed to its 
former state again. From the bottom of the descent the road for 
about a mile lies across an almost level plain to Kasirn Khel. 

C'amping ground.--For a division. 
Water.-For a division from the Surkhab. 
Fuel.-Procurable to an appreciable extent within 2 or 3 

miles ot carny. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing except in winter, 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable, 

NoTE. -T~~ Tabbi nnla ~f fe r s  a route turning the Surkai kotal, but is im- 
passable for baggage or 3, large nunber  of troops. If opposit,ion in force was not 
met with, good infantry could gain the high ground by the spur to the S. 
of the nala and mountain guns could be passed up the nala over the kotal into the 
Surkai valley. The route is as follows :-From Jaj i  th,ana a steep path ascends 
into the Tabbi naiu thence fairly level, going along a small footpath crossing a,nd 
recrossing the stream. A t  about two milesreach a st,eep zigzag ascent of about 
600 feet in 600 yards t o  the very narrow rocky Tabbi kotal, and then down a 
steep and stony path t o  fairly open ground again. At  about 4 miles the ?tala 
becomes very difficult, only a few yards wide with steep and craggy side, and 
the bed of the strea,m blocked wit.h boulders. A led horse could 0.11ly be taker] 
along t,his bit. which la.sts for ahout a mile, uith difficulty. The Loi Koi valley 
is then reachod, and the going is easy but mules should skirt the hills to  the E. 
t c - 1  avoid rn :~ r shy  PI-ound. A t  abo~i t  7 miles reach a snia.11 kotnl which, though 
dif: clllt fa.r y l ! n s ,  cr.rl?d br c?rily in I .  '3 Pis Iecds into the Furkhnb 
I 11early 2 11iilr~ I\;. ( , I  i;aZarR ~ ~ C I I Z U .  Cross two streams and join the main 
r011:t. 

5 DOEANDI .. & m, Camel road fit for 
wheeled artillery. 

66 m, 



The road now runs S. W. direot to the Shutur Gardan, 
whose summit is distant about 2& miles. At 8 mile on the 
right of the road, Hazara Thana, 150', square, in feir 
repair during 2nd Afghan war. The road up to the crest 
of the kotal is easy with a general gradient of 1 in 12, in:reas- 
ing as the top is neared. The hills on ei her side a--e open, 
bare and easy of ascent and no importtint opposition could be 
made ; at the I op of the pass there was a, small watch tower 
(1879). A grand and extensive view of the Logar valley and 
the country beyond is obtained from the summit of the Shutllr 
Gardan, height of yhichis 11,200'. InJuly 1911 i t  was report d 
that the road on both sides of the paas was in extremely bad 
repair, and that in order to make a cart road over the pass a 
realignment would probably be necessary, but that  the pass waer 
then ne::otiable, but difficult for " plain " camels. 

Almost immediately after the pass is surmounted the road 
turns sharp round to the left, and winds down a spur, which rum 
out ip a south-westerly direction, by a very rough path. The dee- 
cent is diffic I t  and presents a strikin r contrast to the ascent 
as t,he footpath is steep and tortuous, though practicable for all 
baggago animals. Gun-carriag s were taken down it  witho~lt 
much difficulty, but it would be almost impossi blo to take guns up 
under similar conditions. As the soil consists generally of disinteg- 
rated rock, the path could, with slight manual labour, be mads 
into a fair road for wheeled traffic, were a cutting made into the 
side of the hill with the outer bank supported by stones. T i m b r  
is not procurable on the spot. The descent is bout 1$ miles in 
length, and merges into the Dobandi rzala, which carries off all 
the water of the neighbouring gorges running down from the 
Safed Hoh. At a point about 1 mile from tl1 LdU~orn of the pass 
at  Akhund Khel the nala, whose bed forus the lSoad, runs between 
precipitous rocky cliffs about SO' high, 21' broad, and 120' 
long. Infantry could move on either side, on the high ground 
above, covering the nala. The next 3& miles of road are along 
tha bed of the nala, which is very stony and gradually opens out. 
On the right are a fzw detached houses and patches oi cultivation 
until the village of Dobandi is reached, lying on the right bank 
of the nala. 

On high ground on the left bank opposite Dobandi is an old 
unoooupied fort, whioh commands the road up the stream. 



ROUTE No. 3-cimtd. 

There is little water in the stream a:.d ill>pareutly from there 
being no sign of it high water mark the road is rarely impassable 
from excess of water. 

Camping qroecnd.-For one or two ba,tta.lions only, oil a very 
bad site. 

Water.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with prol~ortion 
of divisional trooys !'rain the Dobasdi stream. 

Fuel.-Scanty. 
Focldel..-Fair caiuel gia;?,zlllg esccpt in wint~r .  
Supp7ies.-Nil. 

6 KUSHI . . 7 m, 4 f .--Camel road. 
--- (7,829') 
63 111. 4 f.  

Leaving Dobailcii tlie road ruas for :~buul; 2 mile nearly 
due W., wlien it bends sharply to  the N,, and leaving the bed 
of the stream leads direct for the Shinkai kofal. iiithougll 
ill? road leading t,o tlie summit of the i:-; o n l ; ~ ~  allout 500:; 
in length, stillthe ascent is st,eep and a severe trial to  ladell 
animals. The steep ascent with its sharp turns took thc Ila,ttcry 
of Royal Horse Artillery in 1879, 5 hours t,o ac~omplish. X good 
road could easily be cot in 3 or 4 zigzags. Tllere is a watcll 
tower, built by the Babczr Ghilzais to llznrk Llleir boundary, c - t b o ~ ~  
500X from the crest of the pass on tlie Kushi (1lr.j sidc. 

The report dated i-lugust 1911, on t,he 1.3o:id over the ; 11inl;t~i 
passstated tha t  i t  was in fair order and n1er.l~ required clearing, 
: ~ n d  building up or cut8tiiq back, where washed away, a i ~ d  that  it; 

c c wits then fi '- for plains " caiuels. Froin t,hc: top of t,he kotal 1-0 
S<usli is about  54 inilc: and t,he decline very grnclunl. On i l io  
right of the road running clown froill the fool; of t.11:~ (illilzai hills 
lies the extensive barren plain of Dashtj-i-:,.lurkhah. :Kushi lies 
on the left bank of t,lie Dobaacli st'ream, and contains 300 l~ouses 
in numerous walled ellclosures or forts, :i:lcl is sur~.oundecl by 
extensive orcllarcls nrhich occupy tllc bet1 of wide ravine 
opening into the L o p r  plain. 

Cccfn21ilzg-grozbnd.-For LL division. * 
Water.-Probably for e division fro111 thc: l lo  I,;?, u t l i  stxean]. 

-- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - . . - - - - - . - . . . 
* The Kabul Field Force under Sir Fretlerick ltoberts amoulltiilg to 7,500 

men with 6,000 followere concentrated nt Kushi on tohe luL October 1878, prior 
to the advance on Kabul. 



Row No. S-oontd. 
Fuel.-A limited supply procurable within 2 or 3 mise of 

camp. 
Fodder.-Lucerne and clover grass in considerable quantities 

during March, April, and May ; about 2,000 maunds bhusa nor- 
mally available; camel grazing scanty ; nil in winter. 

,Su pplies.-About 2,000 mouah  unground wheat, and barley 
:!urinally available, apricots in large quantities in seaaon. 

.YOYE.-As an illustrat,ion of the diflculties of this march, it is worthy ol 
note that the baggage of the embassy under 8i.r Louis Cavagnari, which was 
laden on 32 camels and 200 mulea, left Kasim Khel at 5 A. M.OU the 21st July 
187!) and ordy reached Kushi at 4 P.H. that afternoon. - - 

1 ZARGAN SHAHR '7 rn. ~Jnmetalled cart rrlad. 
--- i 6,350') 
70 my 4 f. 

1,~a~v;ng Kuabi the road tarns N.W., and runs wer  the 
Dasht-i-Surkhab. Aftor 3 miles along ru platt~au the road 
descends into a broad dry nola where wate: is nzver deep 
n.nJ whnse hanks aroJ ill defined. The distanse between the 
l-oad and the Ghilzai hills is about 4 mi!es. At 7 miles :he la; p 
Tzbjik village of Znrgail Shahr (1,000 t.wo storied housesl. 
Here tliere is a :- 

Oa,~npzng. grou~zd .-For a cliviaion. 
IVatcr --For the above force from scvzr~tl kar17zss, a ~ ~ c i  from 

a s tren~~t :3 hroatd, 15" deep ! Apsii 191 1 rising i c  t>ht> hills t o  the 
\V., an1 flowing tlrough the village. 

Ftre1.-Procurable to  a ccnsiderable extent wlthin 1 inile 
of camp. 

Fodder.-Khasil in March and April, daily, for the liorsea 
o n cavalry brigade : lucerne in considerable quantities 
cluring March, April and May ; about 2,000 maunds of bhum 
normall;; nynilable ; camel grazing unlimited ; icarce in winter. 

~ ? r ~ p l i e s . - ~ b o u t  2,000 maunds nngroundmheat and barley, 
11 orin allv :I vaila ble. 

~ r o k  tt1~e Zargau S h a h  Route 3-P, leacling S.W. t o  
Patkhni Roghanai connects this route with Route 4. 

8 ZAHIDABAD 12 m.-Unmetalled cart road. -- (SAIYIDABAD) The road, which is good 
8:: m. 4 f. and broad through- 
out, b ~ d s  due N., over a stony plateau for 8 miles. I L  the11 enter:; 
n plain also known as Dasht-i-Surkheb, lying between a spur on 
Llle riglll (E.), and close to the road, and another almost pwallel . 



spur ending in Kalagei peak, which is 2,000' above the plain, 
and which lies three miles to  the N. of the first. Zahidabad 
lies a t  the northern end of this plain, which is well cultivated, 
being intersected by the Logar river, and contains the large Ghilzai 
villages of Kuti Khel and Sangar Khel, besidee numerous other 
villages and forts. On the left bank of the Logar river, which 
is generally within from 1 to  3 miles of the road, some good 
villages are visible, particularly that of Muhammad Aga, 
which is iillisbitsd by a Persian-speaking community. Tlle 
Ghilzai lills are about 4 miles distant on the right (E.), a low, 
disconnected range intervening between them and the Logar 
river on the left. Two unimportant Ghilzai forts are passed 
on the right about half-way. The last 3 miles into Zahidabad 
lie over ground with a slight descent towards that village with 
the spur bounding the Dasht-i-Surkhab on the S., lying dose 
up to the road to the right (E). 

Half a mile before reaching Zahidabad, the Logar river 
is crossed by a bridge, usually in good repair and practicable 
for infantry and laden animals bui; not for wheeled artillery. 
It was reported in Julie 1911, that this bridge mas to  be replaced 
by a "strong" bridge, i. e., probebly one suit:~hle for the Arnir's 
motors. Zahidabad is a large villagc: on the left banlr of the 
Logar river, containing a small square fort ; inhabitants Tajiks 
and Ahlnadzai Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.*-For a division. 
Water.-For a division of more from the Logar river; 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-Khasg for the horses of cavalry brigade daily 

in Mar h and April, luc .me in considerable quantities during 
March, April and May ; about 500 maurlds D kusa normally avail- 
able ; camel grazing unlimited, scarce in wii1t.x. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds unground wheat : nd barley 
normally available. 

9 CHAHARASIA 10 m.-Unmetalled cart road- 

- - -- -- - 
* On the 9th August 1880 the lollowiug troops of tho Kabul-Eandahar force 

camped at 2ahidabad.- 
1 Cavalry Brigade. 
lrt,  2nd and 3rd Infantry Brigedae. 



The road is excellent all the way, and c rosqes the 
Dasht-i-Saka, a level plain about 36 milee broad, which is 
entered after descmding, by an easy gradient, a spur called 
Sum-i-Duldul a t  about 48 miles. A t  thl: southern end of 
this plain and on the l9fc (W.) of the road is the large Tajik 
village of Rahmatabad, and on the right bank of the Logar river, 
which is now E, of the road, lies the large Ghilzai village oi 
Musai (or Loi Musa). The road to  Chehil Dukhtaran diver- 
(Tes to  the left about half-way across the Sake plain, a t  the ilorthern 
F 

end of which is the village of Namunia3, situated a t  the southern 
end of a s p w  running W. and S. Between the road and the river 
are lofty spurs except a t  Rahmatabad, where the plain is open 
to the E. Hills also bound the view to  the W., a t  a distallcc 
of 2 or 3 miles. For the last 2 miles into Chaharasia the road 
passes over a perfectly level plain. 

Clzsharasia (1,200 houses) is situated on the southern slope 
of a low range, running across the plain from E. to  W. A mile 
to  the E. flows the Logar river ; but the village is irrigated froro 
the Kabul river, which flows immediately behind the low hills 
N.W. of the village, a waler-cut being taken through a gorge 
in the 1,w range above mentioned. It is a very rich, well culti- 
vated village, possessing numerous gardens, orchards and vine - 
yards, and there are many trees. The Kabul Go[ ernment often 
send out troops to  this village for a season. The population 
is a mixed one of Afghans and Tajiks. N.E. of Chaharasia, 
arid bc~yoncl the Logar river, rises a prominent sharp-pointed 
mount \in called Sakh-i-Baranbai, on the eastern side of whicii 
is the Khurd Kabul pass. 

Camping ground.-For a division on open plain S. of village 
near main road. 

Water.-For a divisioil from the water-cut referred to, 
supplemented by the Logar river, 1 mile distant. 

Fuel.-Wood t o  some considerable extent probably procur- 
cz ble. 

Fodder,-Por 10,000 animals for 1 day normally procurable 
(1680). K hasil for the horses of 1 cavalry b~igade daily during 
March and Apri 1; lucerne in considerable quantities during March, 
April and May ; unlimited camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-1,000 maunds ungroun d grain norm ally avail - 
able. 



R o m  No. 3-contd. 

10 KABUL . . 11 m. Unmetalled cart road. 
__-- (5,895') 
103 m, 4 f. 

From Chaharasia to the low ridge of Khairabad, crossed 
at 4$ miles, the road is level and good, and crosses a. plain, 
over which all arms can manoeuvre. The Khairabacl kotal 
is about 100 feet above the plain and preseiits no difficultieh. 
At 6 rniles t l ~ e  road enters the Sang-i-Nawishta, a defile about 
13- miles i i i  lengtlh, through which it is confined between ib 

lofty hill on the lef L and the Logar river on the right. The defile 
is cominanded on the right by inaccessible and precipitous clifis, 
alld though practicable for all arms, it offers orampecl passage 
fol- tt large force. At 7 miles reach Bin-i-Hisar, where tliere 
is room for a camp, but the ground is much cut up by irrigation 
channels. At 9 miles pass the Bala Hisar on the left ; the fort, wit11 
thg exception of th; citadel, is now in ruins. Frorom thence 
Silerpur is about 1$ miles ; for the most part a sha,dy road. 
A:I nlternative and perhaps better road from Ch8,harasia to Kabul, 
i~~nsrnuch as ii; is less confined or commanded, runs to tlie 
ITJ. of the road described. This road runs due N. for 4 mile,j 
till it reaches the Kabul river, whose right bank it  then follows 
passing through the Deh Mozang gorge at 10 miles. This road 
is also an unmet,alled cart road and is approximately the s a . m ~  
le!lgtth as the road through the Sang-i-Nawishta. 

Camping grozcnd - 
Water.-- 1 
Fuel.- i Vide  Route 1, stage 13. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 1 
The folbozoing were the  principal signalling stntious alf,rrq 

tltis l i ~ ~ e  during the Afghan war of 1878-80 :- 
Paiwai. 7cotal.--Hill to the N. connects with Ali Khel c i i r i  

the peak S. of Zabardast Kala. 
Froin Ali Khel communication can be continued t,o Matungi. 

wlience Dre Khula is visible. To get Karatiga, the party must 
ascend Matungi and on reaching the first rocky bit inlme- 
diately above the tree level, will be able to see the lliil lying S .  
of t l ~ c  sarni a t  Kslra'tiga ; and to obtain t,lie Shutur Gnrdn~l t,llc 
pasty r;iust again ascend Matungi, but this time not quitc 
SO high, just clear of the trees. The Shutur Gardan party must 



get to  the highest point of the downs S. of kotll the first day, 
whence th2y will be able to  sdzct a suitabls station. From 
this same pli~c: at the Shutur Gnrdan cao be seen Shinkai kotal, 
tha lligll3st point on the ridgz above Kushi the 11i I \\'. of Zar- 
yhan Shahr, and tlre hill S. Mr. of the campin: groutld at Zahid- 
ahad more properly called Safed Sang. On the highnat point 
of the ridge S. of Kwhi, Shsr Darwaza, s gorge near Kabul, is 
easily obtained. 

To ge5 the staCion on Matungi 3 hour3 should bs allowed; 
for that  a,t Karatiga, thrze-quarter3 of an hour ; that  a t  Shutur 
CiarJan, thr:e-quarters of an hour : and tha t  t t Kushi, half an 
hour. 

ROUTE NO, 3-A. 

KHARLL4CHI TO ALI KHEL. 

Authority.-Reconnaissances from Ali Khel and Paiwar 
kotal, 1879. 

Epitome. 
General description.-An important connecting route between 

Routes 3 and 4, two of  the main through routes from the Kurram 
valley into AfghanistJan. The route practically throughout, 
its course follows the Istiar ravine, whicll is commanded on both 
sides by hills covered with dense forest of pine trees, affording 
excellent cover both to a force advancing and to  an enemy 
opposing an  advance. The heights on both sides could be crown- 
ed and the pass thus rendered secure. 

Road.-Camel road throughout and one much used by tlre 
inhabitants of the Hariob and Ali Khel for comn~unication with 
tlhe Istiar villages and the Lower Kurram valley. The Istisr 
pass (9,700') in the 2nd stage i3 the only obstacle encountered, 
and may be blocked after heavy fall of snow, obherwise route 
open throughout the year. 

Cantping gro?~nd.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops a,t Tstiar Bqla, the intermediate stage. 



Water.-For the above force a t  Istiar Bah,  from the Istiar 
river. 

Fuel.-Inexhaustible supply througllout f roln the pine 
forests on both sides of the ravine, 

Fodder.-No details; probably camel mazing for a few 
llundred camels along the route. 

St~pplies.-Practiodly nil along the route. 

- 
No. ' , 

of stage I 
and , DETAILS. 

total. dia- I 
t.ance. 1 

General direction N.W. Leaving Kharlaclii the road moves 

1 

6 In. 

up the Istiar valley crossing and recrossing the streein a t  
several points. Bt  2 miles the Mangal villago of the 
Istiar Pain (30 houses), which ccmmands the entrance 
from the Istiar ko td  to the plain ; this village is a t  the 
highest point of a glacis-like slope with low rounded hills on 
both flanks, and forms a remarkably strong position for the 
defence of this vdley. 

A t  Istiar Pain Route 3-B joins this route from the IJ.E,, 
coming from Parachinar 11) miles distant. 

The road continues up the ravine, whose sides are 
densely wooded. The gradient is slight, it0 to 2 O ,  the track 
well-worn though 'no steps have been taken to improve it  
artificially. At 6 miles Istiar B t l i~  (40 families of Hasall 
Khel Jajis). 

Camping grouncl.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportioil 
of divisional troops, 1 mile E. of the village. Cieneral Robert ,4 
accompanied by 1 mountain battery and 1 company infaotrr 
enoamped here in 1879. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from the Istiar stream. 

CAMP near A m. Camel road. 
ISTIAR BALA.  

Fuel.-Practically inexhaustible supply from tlie pine forests 
on both sides oE the ravine. 

Fodder.-No detail3 ; possibly only a little camel grazing 
,Suppties.- N iZ. ' 



2 ALI KHEL 13 m. Camel road, 
(7,565'). 

10 nl, 

General direction, S. W. The track continues up the 
densely wooded Istiar ravine ; a t  the 2nd mile the pat11 
~igzags up a narrow, dangerous 'ravine and in the 3rd mile 
has 2 difficult places each about 100 yards long. The track 
now zigzags up tlie right slope of the ravine to the crest 
of tlie Istiar kohZ (9,700') reached a t  5 mile; froin Istiar Bals. 
The Istiar kotal is a pass in the Mangiar range, which forms 
tlie water-parting between the Hariob and tlie Kurram 
valleys and is the most notable saddle of this ridge ; its rocky 
surface is almost bare of trees. After crossing the kotal the 
first 260 yards is down a steep zigzag whioh could be improved 
without difficulty. At about 2 miles from the crest the Istiar 
nnla widens and the Dre Khula a ; g d  joins this ravine from the S, 
from the Lotol of the same name 2 miles distant (see note). About 
a mile further on, i.e., at 8 miles, the road passes between 
high and rockv cliffs, the rarine narrowing to 20x to 30x for 
about f of a mile, when i t  attains an average width of 100x. 
The height of the ravine where i t  is joined by the Dre Khula a1qa.l 
is 8,400', and t,he llills all along this section are steep and thickly 
wooded. The road continues down the valley, Ali Khel being 
rea.ched a t  13 miles. 

Camping ground.- -I 

Water.- 
Fuel.- 

I 
I See Route 3, stage 2. 

Fodder.- 
Suppties.- J 

- _.__ __ -- - 

N o ~ ~ . - T l l e  Dre Phula &&ad route uid the Drc Ktiuls ctEgad p s e  (9,800') 
connects writ11 the Mangiar routc, Route 4-B. I t  is much used by the Man als, 
but is not practicable for Ladco baggage animals. The ascent to the kd$ u 
steep and fit only for a slow advance in single file. Frorn the top of thc kotnl (of which therc are 2 nbout 400 yards apart) 
a lllost extensi1.e view is obtained of the Hnriob, Mangiar and Hazardarabht 
valleys. 

The track t,hcn dcsccnds a deep ravine to thc village of Shekhun above the 
Mangiar defile. A track also leads to village of Mnngiar Srpri. 



ROUTE NO. 3-B. 
PARACHINAR TO ALI KHEL. 

28 miles. 2 staqes. 
Authority.-Reconnaissances from Ali Khel and Paiwar 

kotd ,  1879. 
Epitome, 

General description.-An alternative route to the first 
2 stages of the main through Route 3, and approximately 
the same length. It joins Route 3-A, in the l u t  stago a t  Istiar 
Pain (11Q miles) and thereafter the 2 routes are identical. 

Road.--Camel road throughout. The Istiar pass (9,700') in 
the 2nd st.age is the only obstacle encountered and may be 
blocked after heavy fall of snow, otherwise route open through- 
out the year. 

camping ground.- '1 

Water.- I 
Fuel.- 

I 
) See Epitome to Route 3-A. 

Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- I I 
NO. j 

of stage 
and 1 DETAIIAS. 

total dis- 
-- 

tance' - -- --*-- 

1 CAMP near 15 111. Camel road. - I I ISTIAR BALA. 
15 m. 
Leaving Yarachinar, the road crosses the Kurratn plain, 

direction S.W. At 8 miles, the Spin Ic'ltolr, a tributary 
of the Kurram river, is crossed ; no difficultv but stream is 
liable to spates in spring though never irnp*ssable. At 8 
miles the Mangal village of Burkhi 51. of the road ; a t  119 
miles this route joins Route 3-A a t  the village of Istiar Pain, 
the two routes then being identical and running N.W. to Ietiar 
Bala. 

Campiny ground.- 
Water.- 
Fud.- 

1 
> Sce Route $-A, stage 1, 

Fodder.- I 



ROUTE No. 3-B-concld. 

r) 
d ALI KHEL 13 m. ,Camel road. 
-- (7,565') 

This stage is identical with stage 2, Route 3-A. 

ROUTE NO. 3-C. 

ALI KHEL TO LO1 KILA. 
1 stage. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan a records, 1879 ; native 
surveyor, 1911. 

GenernZ description.-A connecting route between Routes 3 
and 4, two of the main through routes from the Kurram valley 
into Afghanistan. 

Road.-Practicable for lightly laden hill camels throughout, 
Tlie only obstacle encountered is the Sapri (Sappari) pass (9,07gr), 
crossed in tlie 1st stage ; pass temporarily blocked after heavy 
falls of snow, otlierwise route open throughout the year. 

Camping grounds.-No intermediate stage. 
Once tliesapri pass is crossed (a t  3 miles), there is suf- 

ficient water for at  least 1 infantry brigade along the road t o  
tlie clid of tlie stage. 

Fuel.-Plentiful from the wooded hills throughout this 
route. 

Fodtler.--No details ; probably camel grazing for 200 to 300 
caiiiels along tlie route. 

Supplies.-Nil along the route. 

of stagc 
and 

total die- 
DETAILS. 

1 ' LO1 KILA 15 m. Camel road. 
(5,121'). Leaving Ali Khel 

15 ln. track runs S.E. up a 



wooded valley. At 1: miles village of &ran Sapri (30 houses) : 
valley here overlooked from the W. by the Utmandeha peak 
(8,496'), a trigonometrical survey point. The track now zigzags* 
up the Sapri (Sappari) pass, the crest of which (9,079') is reached 
at 3 miles. Here this route joins Route 4-B, which it follows 
down the Maneiar nala to Loi Kila, whiclr is the first stagc of 
the main throigll route from Karlachi to Kabul, Route 4 vid. 
the Mirzakai and Altimur passes. 

Camping qrouncls.- 
Water.- 1 
Fuel.- 

I 
Vide Route 4, stage 1. 

Fodder.- 
Supplies.- J 

ROUTE NO. 3-D. 

ALI ICHEL TO AHMAD KHEL. 
13 miles. 1 stage, 

Authority.--2nd Afghan War records, 1879 ; native 
surveyor, 1911. 

Epitolne. 

G'e~ze~al deswiptzon.--A connecting route running down the 
Karaia (Kurram) valley, between Routes 3 and 4, two of the main 
through routes from the Kurram valley into Afghanistan, 

Road.-Practicable for ca.mels and could easily be made pass- 
able for wheeled artillery. No obstacle encountered along tho 
route, which is open throughout the year. 

Camp'ng grounds.-There is no intermediate stage. 
Water.-For 2 or 3 infantry brigades a t  least with proportion 

of divisional troops from the Karaia river, along the whole route. 
Fuel.-To an appreciable extent from the hillsides which are 

wooded in places. 
Fodder.-No details. It is probable that grazing for 200 to 

500 camels exists along t,he route. * 

flupp1ies.-To an appreciable extent could be collected from 
the villages in the valley if required. - -- 

No details of the ascent of the pass from t h e  northern side acs avail- 
able. 



- -  - -  
No. 1 

of s b g e  
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

-- -. 

1 I AHMAD KHEL 13 m. Camel road, 
I (G,950'). , ,  

13 m. 

Leaving Ali Khel the road runs S.E. down the right 
bank of the ICaraia, the river-bed here being about G O X  wide. 
The road for the inost part to Bara Karmana, 4 miles, 
passes through cultivation and would require repairs before 
being passable for wheeled artillery. Other arms and bag- 
gage animals would proceed along the river-bed. At 21 
miles the Jaji hamlet of Kotkai on the right of the road. 
Thence the valley narrows somewhat till a t  Karmana, reached 
at 4 miles, valley is only about 200 broad. Stream here in 
April 1911 was 20X to 30x broad, 2' to 3' deep wit11 
firm bottom. Karmana consists of 300 two-storied houses 
whose inhabitants are Hasam Khel Jajis. This route then 
follows route 4-B down the Karaia, valley to Ahmad Khel, 
roached a t  13 miles. 

Camping grolcnd,c.- 
Water.- 
Furel.- 

i 
f 17i&e Route 4 ,  stage 2. 

Fodder.- i 
Supplies .-  I 

J 

ROUTE NO. 3-E. 
DRE KHUL,4 TO CAMP RAJAN. 

22 miles. 2 staqe,~. 
Authority .-Norman, from native information. 

Epi tome.  

General description .-This route in the first instance connects 
t 1 ~  main through Route 3 with Routte 2-K a t  camp Rajan, and 
together with this latter route forms another connection between 
2 -main through Routes 2 and 3. 



ROUTE NO. 3-E-contd. 

Road.-It is known that this route is used by traders and 
it is said to be practicable for horsemen and laden mules. 
The Mula Khak and Ghorband passes crossed in stagee 1 and 
2 respectively are the only obstacle8 cncountered,!but little is 
known of these passes tllougli i t  is reported that they present 
no serious dificulty to laden nlules. It is believed that this 
route is open throughout the year. 

Camping grozcnd.- 7 
Water.- I Nothing definitely known about camp 
Fuel.- > Surkhab, the intermediate stage, 
Fodder.- J except that Eafilas regularly halt 
Supplies.- there. 
NO. ; 

of stage I 

nnd , 
total dis- I 

; ance. 

the ~ o k i a h  nala. At 3 miles Ghogazai, a few scattered hamlet6 
on the right of the road. The road then crosses a range of hills 
by the Mula Khak pass, the crest of which is passed a t  ahout 
Ci miles and descends into the Surkhab valley. 

1 

11 m. 

At about 11 miles reach the Surkhab iear  its so-urce at a 
point where it is joined by a stream or algad from the S. 

Camping ground.-No details. It is probable that it suitable 
camp for at least 3 or 3 battalions could be found near the jnnc- 
iion of these 2 streams, as kafilas encamp here. 

Water.-From the 2 streams referred to for the above forco 
and more. 

Fuel.--No details. 

CAMP SUR- 11 m. Mule road. 
KHAB. 

Leaving Dre Khula 
the road runs N. by. up 

Fodder.- 7 
t No details ; probably nil. Rz~pp1e'es.-, 

2 C A M P  R A J A N  1 1 m. Mule rowl. 
(8,980'). 

22 ru. 
General direction due N. The road cont1inues up the 

alpad for about 4 miles, when the agcent of the Ghorbsnd 



pass is commenced ; the summit ie reaohed at 5 milee ; 
no diffioulty ; the track then descendrr into the Rajan valley, 
camp Rajan being reached at  11 miles where Route 2-K from 
Ali Khel to Taraki via the Karshatal and Katarai passee, is 
joined. 

Camping ground,- 
Water.- 
FueE.- 

1 + Vide Route 2-K, stage 3. 
Podder.- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. 3-F. 

ZARGAN SHAHR TO PATKHAI ROGHANAI. 
17 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1880 ; native 
surveyor, 1911. 

Epitome, 
General description.-A connecting roufe between the 2 

through Route8 3 and 4. 
Road.-Camel road, 8' to 12', probably easily convertible 

to a cart road. The Logar river crossed twice by wooden bridges 
and the Sarkh river forded in 2nd stage, In all theee cases in- 
terruptions liable in case oi' floods, as bridges are only 3' above 
waterway. These are the only obstacles encountered. Route 
open throughout the year. 

Camping ground.-For 1 inf ailtry brigade I; i 2 1  y roportion of 
divisional troops a t  Hisarak, the intermediate stage. 

Water,-For a division or more from the Logar river a t  
Hisarak. 

Fuel.-Plentiful a t  Hisaritk. 
Fodder.-At Hisarak, khasil for the horses of a cavalry 

brigade daily, during March and April ; aboub 1,000 maunds 
bhusa normally available. Exoellent oamel grazing except 
in winter, when it is scarce. 

8upplinr.-About 1,000 maunds unground wheat and bar- 
ley oould normally be oolleoted here, 



ROUTE No. 3-F-wntd. 

" -, No. I 
of stage 

and 1 
total dk- 
tance. 1 -  . - .- -- 

HISARAK 11 m. Camel road 8' to 12'. 
- I (6,412') 

l1 mm I 
Leaving Zargan Shahr the road runs S.W. and passes 

a t  & mile the famous ziarat of Kliwaja Sadar Ulla a few 
hundred yards W. of the road. At 1 mile the ascent 
of the Kotal-i-Ashabi is commenced, gradient 1 in 15. Thc 
orest (6,412') is reached a t  14 miles ; the ridge here is 25" 
broad and would form a gooa signallifig station between 
Zargan Shahr and Hisarak. The descent of the pass on its 8. 
side is if anything easier than the northern ascent and wheeled 
ertilldry could be tsken over the pass without difficulty. A t  3 
miles Dado Khel (350 houses) whose fields are irrigated by I. ~are r  
in the hills to the E. The road now turns due W. and heads 
direct for the main Kabul-Altimur road which is crossed a t  5 
miles a t  Purak (400 houses). Direction changes once more to 
&kV. till a state sarcri of the usual pattern is reached a t  6 
miles, whence r o d  runs due S. to Hisarak (500 double-storictl 
houses) lying on the right bank of the ~ o ~ a h  river. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops. 
---- 

NOTE.-- F'.~I::I Hisitralc to Kala Durani (stage 4, 1:c.ute l ~ ) ,  ~?id tlie Su1'1,li 
uedak pass, 23 111ile~. 

Road good over plain, practicable for field guns. ].'ass Shululi at, 0 ~ ~ ~ i l c s .  
Fro111 llcre the track continues in a north-westerly direc1,ion over ;I. barren plaiu 
callccl Chi1 Pnkan ; the ground is unddlating but perlcci-ly practicahlc for all arms 
unt.il within about 300 yards from t.hc crcst of t,he Surlil~ Ucdak pass, when tllrb 
rise becorllev too steep for lield guns. The soil i~ casily ~ ~ v r l i ~ i l ,  P . I I ( ~ .  there w0111d 
be no c1ifficult.y in ma.lting a rontL 111) t,o thc tol). Distance: from S ~ I I I ~ U ~ ~  8 ~ n i l ~ s .  
'rhe track cnntinucs from the kotnl towards Kala Dura.ni,. I)ea.ring ;3.1U0, wllcrc il, 
joins .the main Ctha'zni-Kabul road. Thc dcsccnt is s tccp for aboirt 2 ~ililes, ancl 
is quite i~~lpracticable for field guns, nor would i t  be 1,ossible to ~llalic a road wilii- 
in a reasonable tirne. The road was tr:tvcrscd to  about; half i L  ,~ni le  frorn the tol) 
from which point a good view was obtained. A t  itbout 5 or G miles ciistanre ill 
[,he valley below, tile Cfhazni~l<a:bnl road is visil~lc, aud al:io th? villages o f  Uin-i- 
Badam, Kala, Durani, and tllc b1aida.n district. 'I'hcrc iu 11.0 walcr IJAI tlie routr: 
followed beyond the village of Pirrl Iihel. Lade11 camels ctnl Ilc, and LLI.~,, talic tr 

over the Surlih Bedsk pass but  the route is not suited'fur tiic L;aggage aniruals 
of an army.-(Qaselee, June 188O.) 



Water.--For a division or more from the Logar river. 
Fuel.-Plentif ul. 
Fodder.-Khasil in March and April for the horses of a 

cavalry brigade ; about 1,000 maunds bhusa normally available ; 
excellent camel grazing except in winter, when it is scarce. 

Supplies.-About 1,000 maunds unground wheat and barley 
could normally be collected here. 

Froriz Hisarak a camel road 8' to 12' running due E. strikes 
the niain Kal~ul-Altiinur r o d  a t  1 inile. 

A second road, si~nilar to the above, leads S.E. to  Patkhai 
Shahana, distant 2& miles, on the Kabul-Altimur road. 

2 PATKMAI RO- G m. Camel road 8' to 12'. 
GHANA1 

17 m. (6,381') General direction 
S . .  At mile cross 

the Logar river by a wooden bridge, fit for carts, 40X long 
10' roadway, 3' above water, supported on piers of stone and 
earth. Roadway consists of branches and earth. 

Road now runs yarallel to the river which is about 200X dis- 
tant. On the right (W.) of the road is a low sandstone range 
100' to  200' high. A t  21- miles Saiyid village of Un. Saiyidan 
(180 double-storied houses). At 3$ miles recross the Logar 
river by a bridge, very similar to  the bridge near Patkhai 
Roglzanai. River is lO'to 12' deep here. Road now turns due 
W. and a t  5 miles the Sarkh river is forded ; river 15X 
wide, about 3' deep, current 4 miles an houq sandy bottom, 
banlts steep and 8' to  10' high ; river unfordable when in flood, 
A t  6 miles Patkhai Roglzanai. 

Camping ground.-Probably for a division. TWO infantry 
brigades camped here together in August 1880. 

FVater.-For a division or more from the Eogar river. 
Fuel.-Wood plentiful, witlzin 1 or 2 miles of camp. 
Fodder.-Khasil for the horses of a cavalry brigade daily 

during Marcli and April ; excellent camel grazing except in 
winter, when i t  is scarce. 

S'app-Eius. --yize of village and rich cultivation indicate 
that  bhusa and unground grain t#o a considerable exbeent should 
normally be procurable. 



ROUTE NO. 3-6. 

ZABIDABAD TO KALA AMIR. 

Vici the Waghjan defile. 
364 miles. 4 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1880. 

Epitome. 
General direction. -A connecting route along the left bank 

of the Logar between the main through Routes 3 and 4, followed 
by the cavalry brigade of the Kabul-Kandahar Force* 9th-12th 
August 1880. 

Road.-Camel road, convertible to a cart road without 
much difficulty. Waghjan defile in stage 2 and the Hisarak 
pass in stage 3 only obstacles encountered ; the former very diffi - 
cult for wheeled artillery. Route open throughout the year. 

Camping ground.-For a division a t  all intermediate stages. 
Water.-For a division and more throughout from the Logar 

river. 
Fuel.-Fuel is very scarce* once the Waghjan defile is 

passed in stage 2. 
Fodder.- From the fact that the entire route lies ill 
Supplies.- J the richly cultivated Logar valley, it may 

safely be assumed that a t  eaoh stage the following could 
be collected during the day :- 

Khasil-Sufficient for the horses of a cavalry brigade daily 
during March and April. 

Bhusa-Eetween 1,000 and 2,000 maunds. Unground wheat 
barley, between 1,000 and 2,000 maunds. 

1 DEH-I-NAO 9 m. Camel road. 
I 

Leaving ZahidaFn the road runs S. W. along left hank 01' 
the Logar river. through much cul! i ;ation. I etn-een miles 
--- --- -- - -- - -- 

* The Iiabul-Kandahar Force marchin:, 'ilong this r o u t ~  ! lh-12th August 
1880 experienced the greatest difficulty in ~ ~ r o v u r i n g  wood, evri? snff c.iciit for thr 
bakeries attached to British regiments. Huts were actually boul:llt, for  
wood in their roofs, and fatigue parties ncre daily employcd in digcing up roots 
and cutting down shrubs for fuel. 



- No. 
of stage / 

and 
total die- 1 

tance. 1 
-. - 

1 and 2 the road strikes the base of a range of hills on 
the W. of the road ; these hills rll n from E. to W. and extend to 
the Kabul-Ghazni road (Route 15). Several villages and 
hamlets passed on both sides of the river. At 4$ miles the 
Tajik village of Muhammad Aga (200 houses) standing amidst, 
highly cultivated fields ; thereafter the Tajik villages of Kati 
Khel, Kala Wazir, Kala ATul1.i Bahadur and Kala Alam are 
successively passed, the last village a t  about 8 miles. At 9 
miles camping ground of Deh-i-Nao, the village (150 houses in 
1880, inhabitantts Tajiks) is on the opposite (right) bank of the 
river. 

Camping ground.-For a division, i f  necessary. 
Water.-For a division or more from the Logar river. 
Fuel.-In large quantities from the hills enclosing the 

Waghjan defile 3 miles from camp. 
Fodder.- '1 No details, but it is probable that a t  least 
Supplies.-) 1,000 maunds of unground grain and a 

similar amount of bhusa could normally be collected from 
villages within 2 or 3 miles; good camel grazing except in 
winter, when i t  is scarce. 

2 KALANGAR 9 m. Camel road. 

General direction S.W. Road continues along the left 
bank of the Logar river ; a t  2 miles Tajik village of Wagh - 
jan (500 houses) on left bank of river, and near by is Kala-i- 
Ral~ilu Khan. From t,l~ese 2 villages about 400 maunds 
unground grain and fodder for about 4,000 animals for 1 day 
would normally be procurable and fuel is also obta,inable in 
the vicinity. Waghjan stands just t,o the N. of t,he ridge 
separating the upper from the lower reaches of the Logar val- 
ley. This ridge is pierced by a defile running N. and S. known 
as the Tangi Waghjan, due to the Logar river forcing a passage 
through the ridge. The road enters this defile a t  about 26 



ROUTE No. 3-G-mtd .  

miles ; defile ia about if to  2 miles long and about + mile wide, 
the road through which on both sides of the river is fit Sor 
laden camels but very difficult for wheeled artillery ; on the 8. 
of the defile is the small hamlet of Kala Shahghasi with a watch 
tower. After quitting the defile cultivation extends for about 
a mile on either side of the river to the end of the stage. At 
9 miles Kalangar (1.000 houses) divided into several detached 
fortified hamlets, inhabitants Khwajas (Hazaras), Tajiks sntl 
Saiyids. 

Camping gr02.oend.-For a division on a large open plain on 
the left bank of the river. 

Water.--For a division or more from the Logar. 
Fuel.-Considerable quantities from the Waghjan hills 

46 miles distant. 
- Fodder.-Khusil in March and April daily for the horses 

of a cavalry brigade ; about 2,000 maunds bhusa normally avail- 
able ; good camel grazing except in winter, when it is scarce. 

Supplies.-About 2,000 maunds unground wheat and barley 
could normally be procured in the vicinity. 

There is a ford over the Logar river opposite Krtlangnr. 

3 BARAKI-BARAK 9 m. Camel road. 

Road continues along the left bank, direction due S. It 
is possible to ford the tiver a t  Kalangar and then i 'o l lo~ 
a camel road on the right bank. At 2 miles Upper Hisarak, 
an Ibrahim ICl~el village of 300 houses. At 4 iniles Logar 
Hisarak (500 two-storied houses), main village on right bank 
with hamlets on both banks ; inhabitants Tajiks, I<izilbashis 
and Popalzais. Road now crosses a range of hills by an easv 
pass, known as the Hisarak pass, fit for wheeled artillery. A't 
51 miles road conforming to a bend made by the river, runs 
clue W. and continues thus to end of the stage. At 9 miles 
Tajik village of Baraki-Barak (500 houses). 

Camping g r o ~ r n d . - - ~ ~ t  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops.* 
- - . - - - - - - -- -- - -- - - - 

* On the 11th Allgust 1880 the following troops of the Kabul-Kandahnr 
Force encamped at Bayaki-Barak : one cavalry brigade, 2nd Infantry Brigade. 



Water.-For e division or more from the Logar river. 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-Khil in March and April daily for the horses 

of a cavalry brigade ; about 2,000 maunds bhusa from neigh- 
bouring villages ; excellent camel grazing except in winter, 
when it is scarce. 

Su~1ies.-About 2,000 rnaunb unground;wheat and barley, 
a t  least from the surrounding villages. 

4 KALA AMIR 7 m. 4f. Camel road. 
--- (6,440'). 
34m. 4f. 

Road continues along left bank of the Logar due W. 
for 2 miles, then N.W. to end of the stage. A t  7+ miles Kale 
Alnir collsistillg of 3 fork surrounded by some cultivation. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - t Vide Route 4, stage 10. 
Il'o ider.- 

ROUTE NO. 4. 

ICHARLACHI TO KABUL. 
Vici the Mirzakai and Altimur passes, Gardcz and the 

Ghazui-I.abul cart road. 
161 miles. 15 s t q e s .  

B1~thoritu.-Stages 1 and 2, second Afghan war records ; 
stages 2 to 11, native surveyor, 1902-05* 

I 1  I he above, i.e., stage 1 t o  11, revised from informa- 
tion by native ~ur\~eyor, 1911. 

Stzge 11 t o  15, second Afghan war records, revised 
from native information up to 1912. 

C r , ~ o . a l  dcso.iptioth,-One of the lnaiil through rouLes from 
tht: liurratm valley to Kabul. Thougli never explored by Euro- 
IJeans bct~recn stages 2 and 11, this is uudoubkdly su importsnl 



ROUTE NO. 4--oontd. 
route into Afghanistan; it is constantly used, in preference to  the 
Shutur Gardan route (NO. 3) by Ghilzais a i d  others, wlio say that 
the Shutur Gardan rout+ was used in past times on account of t h e  
hostility of the tribes surrounding this, the I(oshill route. The 
route is physically easier and said to  be open all the year round. 
Lord Roberts, who reconnoitred as far as Ahmad Khelfrorn Ali 
Khel in 1879, reported: "I believe this to  be the easiest commercial 
and military route between Afghanistan and India. All infor- 
mation regarding the road describes i t  as fairly level alld capable 
of being made a good road for wheeled carriages without difficultym 
It is said tha t  the late Amir Sher Ali brought his bullock guns 
into Kurram by this route." All later information tends to 
confirm this opinion, and since the subjection of the Jajis, 
Mangals, and Zaclrans by Abdur Rahman this may be said t o  be 
t>lle main ro~i te  hom ICurram to  Kabul or Ghazni. 

Road.-Ccznlel road, 6' to  8' wide to  Gnrdez, 59 miles, stage 6 ; 
stages 7 and 8 partly unmetalled cart, partly camel road ; stages 9 
and 10, unixetalled cart road ; stage 11 caulel road wid the Tangi 
Wardak, mule roadvi6 the Zamburak pass; thence a motor road 
24' wide with 15' light metalling, no soling, to  Kabul. The last 4 
stages of this route are identical with the first four stages of 
Route 15. The following obstacles hinder wheeled artillery 
between stc~ges 1 and 11. 

! i) Snrn~ai tangi in 211d stage ; completely blocked in 
spring by floods due to nlclting snow, and almnyt< aftcr 
heavy rain. 

( ii,) Mirzakai khz~la in 3rd st age 3 Owing to roclts srld 
( i i i )  Altilnur kotal in 8th stsage boulders only remove- 
( i v )  Tangi Wardak in 11 t h  stage able after considerable 

blasting. I n  addition, as regards (c)  western descent 

% 
of the ,Jltimur Eotal too 1)recil>itous for whealed 
artillery. 

Loute open all the year round with, the exception of the 
Surwsi tangi in spring already m-ntioned, when diversion vili 
til: Msngiar (Na-ngd) nala to  Ahmad Khel (Route 4-B) would 
b2 necessary. 

Gro,aping ground.-lit stages 1 to  H,  6 and 7 for 1 irlfanLr)7 
Ibrigadc with llr~l.opOrLion of division;d trool~s : aL d l  other s ~ : L ~ ~ ' s  
f nr  1 divi:$ion. 

IvatP.,..--;\l, stages 1 to 1, $ a~lcl 8 for 1 ioknntry iwipadc with 
proportioll of divisional t roop  ; at other ~Lages for 1 division. 

: 



Fuel.-At stages 1 to 7 abundant,, except a t  stage 5, where 
i t  is scarce ; from st'& 7 onwards scarce tl~oughout. 

Fodder.-Alittle grass for horses in summor a t  stages 2 and 
4 ; lchasil daily during Marc11 and April a t  Gardez (stage 6) and a t  
stages 9 andL10 in the fertile Logar valley; bhusa in small 
quantities could be collected from villages near by a t  practically 
every stage ; in large quantities a t  Gardez (stage 6) and a t  stages 
9 and LO, and in a lesser degree but to an appreciable extent, 
nt stages from Shekhabad (stage 11) to Kabul. 

Szcpp1ies.-For troops to any extent could not be counted on 
till Ga,rdez (stage 6) is reached where all supplies for 1 division 
for arbout a weel; could be collected and where there are also 
large flocks of sheep and goat: in the neighbouring villages ; about 
5,000 sheep and goats are also to be found in the Ahnlad Khel 
villages (stage 2 )  ; a considerable amount of unground wheat 
and barley could be collected at stages 9 and 10 in the Logar 
valley and to a lesser degree a t  stages 2, 5, 8, 11 and thereafter 
at the remaining stages to Kabul. 
-N;:= - 

Leaving Kharlachi the road enters Karaia (Kurram) 
valley, following left bank of !the river ; direction S.W.; 
valley highly cultivated; river fordable everywhere except 
during floods. For the first 4 miles hills to the N. are 1 mile 
distant, to the S. wooded Mukhbilhills are about IOOOX away; 
afterwards valley narrows. At 2 mile pass between posts of 
Pathan (garrison 1 company armed with Martinis) and Dand. 
At 2& miles, Chapri (100 houses). At 4 miles Landi (few 
scattered hamleb) ; here a track leaves right bank of the river 
and runs S.E., up the Mukhbil valley to Khost. At  5 miles, 
Nargisia ( I  00 houses) ; a t  9 miles Loi Kila octroi post ; village 
also k~lown as Chinarai, 500 scattered, 2 storied houses. 

of sta,ge 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

1 LO1 KILA . . 9 m. Camel road. 6' to 8'. 

Camping ground.-Between the village and river for 1 
infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force at least from the Karde river. 

DETAILS. 

9 m. 

.- - -- 

(5,121 I ) .  



Fuel.-Abundant from the Mukhbil woods, within 2 miles 
of camp. 

Fodder.-Bhz~sa from Chinarai and Hi~arak 1 mile S. of 
rivor, for about 500 animals for 1 day ; fair camel gracinu. 

9 SuppEies.-No app:eciable supplie 4 for t:oops, or grain for 
horses. 

. \ . - AHMAD KHEL 15 ni. ( czniel road 6' tIo 8'. 
--- (6,213'). 
24 m. 
Roa ! continue; along the left bank of the Karaia, 

clirection nearly due \V. At 1 mile, Ilisa:.ak (800 houses) 
S. of river, eastern hamlets krlomn as D a r ~ n i ~ a  Khel. From 
Hisarak Route 4-A runs S.W., up the Clzakmani (Cliarnkaai) 
glon t o  Matun. At 2 miles Pir Sarai, sarni 60 square. Here 
i;here is :- 

Camping ground.-S. of village for 1 infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.--Prom the Karaia, for tile above force. 
Fuel.-Abundant supply from the Mukhbil woods. 
Fodder.-Bhusa for 500 animals for 1 day available in this 

village ; fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.--Nil 
From Pir sarai Route 4-B., runs N. W. up the RIanga (Man- 

gia ) dara, rejoining this route a t  Ahmad Khel. 
A t  2$ miles road enters dara 300 x long, 70x broad, 

hills steep on both sides; road follows bed of stream crossing 
i t  frequently (24 of water it1 September 1W6). At  3 miles 
Bagiar (customs l~oure and 100 lzo~~ses,) track runs N. from 
here, joining th: Mangiar dara route. At 6 miles enter 
Sarwai tnngi, most difficult p r*t of route. Tangi continue ; 
off and on for about 7 miles; greater part of i t  about 
70x to l O O X  broad, but in one or two pl,?ces only 30x wide 
with steep cliffs on either side ; path along edge of st:eam : 
tangi completely closed for traffic, in spring, owing t,o floods 
irom melting snows, also after heavy rain. Only diversion 
possible vid Mangiar dara, (Route 4-B), which rejoins this 
route a t  Ahmad Khel. At 10 miles Lajha (Lajhi), slbouh 
50 Mangal hamlets ; tnngi widens here temporarily. 

Route 4-C runs S.W. from Lajhi to Gardez, up Lajhi nala. 



A t  12 miles Doda and at 13 miles Kala J an  Khan where tawi 
teeses and succession of villages known collectively es Ahmad 
Khel commence. Opposite Kala J an  Khan there is :- 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops N. of the village. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from the Karaia stream. 
Fuel.- 
Fodder.- 3 As for Ahmad K h ~ l .  
Supplies.- 
At 14 miles pass the tollbar, opposite which there is a ford. 

At 15 miles Ahmad Khel consisting of a group of villages ah the 
junction of the Karaia and Mirzaliai streams. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisiohal troops on the right bank of the Mirzakai stream. 

Water,-For the above force and more from the 2 streams. 
Fuel.-In large cluantities from the surrounding l~ills. 
Fodd2r.-Grass for the horses of 1 cavalry regiment for 1 or 

2 days ; about 500 maunds bhusa could normally be colle2ted 
in these villages ; good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds unground wheat and barley 
normally procurable ; some 5,000 she : :) and yoats beloq ging to 
the surrounding villages. 

At Allmad Khel, Route 3-D, coming from the N.W., con- 
nects the Shutur Gzdan  route (Route 3) with this route. 

Also Route 4-B, the diversion to this last stage vici the 
Mangiar nala, rejoins the present rout?. 

: HAZAR- 8 m. Camel road 6' to 8', 
DARAKHT 

32 m. (6,891'). 
General direction S. W. Leaving the Ahinad Khel villages 

th9 road ascpnds the left b ink ol the Mirzakai, the hills 
closing in considerably, leaving the valley only about 3 0 0 ~  
wide At 5 miles the well-known Mirzakai klhula (Surkai 
tangi) is reac11.d. 

Tanyi  is iOOx to 300x long a8nd about 1 6 X  n.iclt?, with pie- 
ci pibous sides 30' l~igh ; track runs tlzrougll the defile and is oilly 
wide enough in places t o  enable a laden ca.mel or mule to pass 
between boulders, in places 10' high ; defile tcmporar:ly closed 
by heavy rain but the boulders rcferred to could be ~emoved 
by blasting. 



Emerging from the khula the road ascends shaly nala' 
down which a stream flows. At 6 miles Mangal (50 houses) 
and at 8 miles Hazar Darakht, comprising hamlets of Nur Khan 
and Shahbazi on right and left banks respectively, in all 300 
houses ; also Ehasadar and toll post. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with l~roportioii 
of divisional troops on right bank of the stream adjoining 
Nur Khan, Alternative camp, + mile further on, on left bank 
opposite point where Mirzekai is joined by nala from the S.; 
camping spaoe about the same as on the right bank. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from thc Mirzakai 
stream adjoining camp. 

Fuel.-In considerable quantities from the western * slope of 
the khula. 

Fodder.-Bhusa for abon t 300 animals for 1 day ; fair came ' 
grazing, nil in winter. 

Supplies.-Nil. 
4 KAREZ . . 5 m. Camel road as before. 

(8;49Zf). 
37 m. 
General direction 8.W. Track rises gradually into more 

open and level country with fortified hamlets on either side 
of the road. At 14 miles lxills recede and road leaves tlie 
Mirzakai stream, which bears away N.W., to  its source. AL 2 
miles, Mirzakai post (8,331') ; post is oblong TO x by 40 x , loop- 
holed walls 20' high and 4i' thick ai; the bas0 ; towers at corners, 
gate 10' wide facing 8 ; garrison, (101 1) 2 officers and 100 mrn 
furnished f ~ o m  Gardez. There alc no springs or. wells ilealo post 
and garri on is dependent for water on stream. 

Leaving the post the ascent of the Mirzakai lcotal is a t  once 
commencecl ; ascent which continues for about 1 mile is quite 
easy for laden camels. At 3 miles the kotccl (8,492' ) is reached ; 
pass is never blocked by snow, though deep snow was lying there 
on the 2nd April 1911. When not under snow, summit of pass 

i3 an open, grassy platoau with o ~ d y  i~ slight dcpsession in water- 
shrd ; accordingly the road descends very gradually to  Karez 
(250 houses), ellclosed within fortified walls rcaclied a t  5 mile .. 

Camping c/round.-Between kotal and Karez fo: a division. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade with the proportion of 

divisional troops from a good spring N, of tlie village near the 



mosque ; also from-a t,ank mile E. of the mosque, 3' deep, 100 x 
in circumference, fed by a st,ream 1' wide, 6" deep ; ovei flow 
from tank used for cultivation ; this tank would be useful for 
watering animals. 

Fuel.-An appreciable amount could be brought in from 
t'he hills within 2 miles of camp. 

Fodder.-Bhusa to a limited extent procurable ; good camel 
grazing except in winter ; i t  is probable there would be good 
grazing for horsey on the plateau between April and October. 

S~'upplies.--Nil. 

5 NEST1 KOT . . 10 m. Camel road as before. 

Road continues S.W. and leads for 4 miles over an 
uninhabited plateau, after which several fortified hamlets, 
surrounded by Little cultivation, are passed. At 8 miles 
Gharak or Khan Khel (500 houses), chief village in Koshin, 
and inhabited by Ahmadzai Ghilzais. Here the Lajha nu?+ 
road, Route 4 4 ,  rejoins this route. 

At 9 miles road crosses Spin or Sapeza Rud, banks 120 x 
wide ; the actual stream (in April 1911) was 40' wide and 2' 
deep and is nover dry. Height a t  this point 8,121'. A track 
leaves the left bank here and leads S. W. to Bala Deh, 6 miles 
distant. Two 'oads lead hence to Gardez, one on either bank 
of the Sapega Rucl. The northern road (right bank) is the 
better and shorter road. At 10 miles Nesti Kot ;  group of 
some 10 villages (700 houses) ; inhabitants Ahmadzai Ghilzais. 
Usual pattern sarai. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops near the sarai; there are also several 
places where single battalions might encamp separately between 
the irrigation channels. 

Water.-For a division from the Sapega Rud, an irrigation 
channel fro~n which passes just N. of camp. 

Fuel.-Scarce, probably only stunted bushes in places. 
Fodder.-About 300 maunds bhusa normally available ; 

good camel grazing except in winter, when it is scarce. 
Supplies.-Abou t 300 maunds unground barley normally 

proourable. 



6 GARDEZ . . 12 m.-Camel road 10'. 
(7,511'). 

59 m. 
Road leads S.W. throughout the stage over an open and flat 

country ; soil pat ; several fortified villages are passed en route. 
At 12 miles Gardez, capital and civil headquarters of Zurmat 
situated a t  the confluence of the Sapega and Altimur streams, 
which below Gardez is known as the Jilga river ; contains about 
3,000 houses, inhabitants mostly Tajiks with a few Ghilzais ; 
large bnzar ; great quantities of wheat and barley produced here 
and taken to the Kabul market, also ghi ancl flocks of sheep, 
Gardez receiving in return fruit, tobacco and cotton cloth. 

Two forts oitside the town ; older one occupied by khasadars, 
new fort by regular troops. This latter is situated on a mound 
commanding extensive view over surrounding flat country, but 
is itself commanded by hills 2 miles to the S. on left bank of the 
Sapega on which guns could easily be got up ; i t  stands amoDg 
small, fortified villages surrounded by gardens and fields, irri- 
gated from callals. Walls of the new fort 800 yards in circumfer- 
ence 8' to  12'high and about 5' thick a t  the base ; no bastions 
or ditches ; 3 gates, but northern gate alone covered by traverse. 
Sapega Rud flows about 1 mile to the S. of this fort. 

Garrison in 191 1 was as follows :- 
1 cavalry regiment armed with Martini carbines. 
1 battery field artillery, of 6 muzzle loader guns, 3" to C8 

bore but ill cared for and rusty. 
2 battalions infantry armed with Martinis. 

There are no regular barracks, but rifles and ammunition 
are kept in this fort, where 1 year's supplies of grain, etc., for 
the garrison are also stored. 

Cfa?a,nping ground.-Several alternative camping grounds in 
vicinity of the fort ; each would accommodate approximately 1 
infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Abundant for a division or more from both streams, 
and canals leading from the same. 

Fuel.--Could be collectecl from the surroundillg hills witllin 
s distance of 5 miles sufficient; for the requirements of a division 
for a t  least a month. 

Fodder.-Khasil daily during March and April for the horses 
of a cavalry brigade a t  least. Bhusa in large quantities, good 
camel grazing. 



Supplies.-For a division for probably a t  least one week. 
Gardez is a collecting centre for grain (barley and wheat) which 
is sent to the Kabul marts. Large flocks ol sheep and goats in 
surrounding villages. 

7 TANDAM . . 13 ma--Unmetalled cart road 
---- 20' to 30' over the 
72 m. plain, and about 6' 

to 10' in the hills. 
Leaving Gsrdez the road now leads N.E. over an  open 

plain ; this is the regular kafila road orer the Altilnur pass 
to Kabul,  assa able for all arms, but there are no cuttings, 
emballkments nor brid yes. 

At 1 mile state sarai of usual pattern, viz., about 80 yards 
square with loopholed walls, 15' high and 4' to 5' thick ; towers at  
each corner ; a little bhusa and grain usually stored in these stat0 
snrais. At 2 miles Dehgan village of Shailrhan (300 houses). 
At 6 miles Spin Kala (t3,431f), 70 houses. Here the Tirah Dara 
is crossed ; riverbed 200 yards wide with steep banks 6' to 8' 
high in which flows a stream 8 yards 60 12 yards broad and 
about 1&' deep. The plain is now left and the road leads up the 
nala. At 84- miles Khak Hazara (25 houses) where Route 4-D 
joins this route from Karez (stage 4) and whence a, track runs 
back S.E. to Nesti Kot 6 miles distant. The road now curves 
to the N.W. ; a t  9 miles tihe Tirah Dara opens out and is 300 
yntds to 400 yards broad. At 13 miles Tandan (8 house?). 

Camping ground.-N. of village for 1 infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops ; site is commanded from the 
neighbouring hills. 

Water.-Sufficient for the above force from springs. 
Fzre1.-An appreciable amount procurable from the deodar 

covered hills to the W. about 2 miles from camp. 
Fodder.-Camel graying scarce after the Tirah Dara is 

entered at 6 m~les. 
Su,pplies :-Nil. 

8 ALTIMUR . . 13 m. Road as in the la9t 
-- .- - (8,419'). stage to  the Altimur 
85 m. ko.'crl (2 miles), there- 

after camel road. 
General direction N. W. Leaving Tandan the road ascende, 

gradient 1 in 25, for 2 miles when a kotd  is reaahed, whioh marks 



ROUTE No. 4-contd. 

the head of the Tirah Dara and the commencement of the 
Altimur kotal (9,831') which consists of a dsfile 60' long by 50' 
broad, through which wind 2 tracks each about 6' to 8' broad, 
separated by rocks ; these tracks would have to be cleared 
of boulders before being passable for wheeled artillery. 

On emerging from the kotal the road leads clown the Altimur 
nala which falls away somewhat steeply, the road 6' to 8' wide 
is cut out of the hill side on the eastern face and a t  3$ miles i t  
is 200' above the torrent bed. 

At 4 miles, the road zig-zags steeply into the nala 180' bclo\ir, 
and even camels make this descent with difficultv; cause of 
s :dden descent is to avoid 3 groups of rocky projectiolls which, 
however, could be removed after considerable blasting ; guns 
would have to be man-handled down this zigzag, whicli 11;ls a 
gradient 1 i n  5. 111 1841 field guns descended to Tandan from 
the pass without much difficulty and a weelr latcr recrossed the 
Altimur pass. The guns were man-handled by Afghans and 
were much shaken, some seriouly damaged. At 8 miles 
Niazi village (40 houses) and a t  13 miles Altimur (500 houses) 
whence an unmetalled cart road 10' proceeds due N., joining 
the through Route 3 just N. of Zargan Shahr (stage 3). 

At Altimur there is :- 
Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 

of divisional troops on a site adjoining the village. 
Water.-For the above force and moro from the Altimur 

stream. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-About 300 maunds bhusa normally available ; 

fair camel grazing ; nil in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain normally 

procurable. 

9 PATKHAI ROG- 10m. 4f. Unmetarlled cart road - HANAI. 12'. 
95m.4f. 

Leaving Altimur the road proceedsN.W., across a pat plain. 
At 94 miles the Sarkh (Charkh) river js forded ; river 15 
yards wide, 2' to 2&' deep, banks eas,y, ~nfordable when in 
flood. At 10t miles Patkhai Roghanai ; (600 two-storied houses 
standing in highly cultivated country irrigated by the Logar 
river. 



ROUTE No. 4 w n t d .  
Camping ground.-Probably for a division ; 2 infantry bri- 

~ a d e s  (8 battalions) of the Kabul-Kandahnr Force encamped 0 

here in August 1880. 
Water.-For a division and more from the Logar river. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Rhasil for the horses of a cavalry brigade daily 

during March and April; about 2,000 maunds bhusa could be 
~ollect~ed in the vicinity ; exce!lent camel grazing except in winter, 
when it  is scarce. 

Supplies.-About 2,000 maunds unground grain normally 
available. 

lo  KALA AMIR Dm. 4f. Unmetalled cart road 
--- (6,440'). 10'. 
105 m. 
Road proceeds up the cultivated Logar valley direction 

N.W. ; road is difficult for wheeled traffic owing to numerous 
wnt.er cuts and the softness of the soil. At 2 miles Tajik village 
of Bamlzi Rajan (1,000 houses j where an  infantry battalion is 
said to be stationed. Att 9; miles Kala Amir consisting of 3 
forts, surroundod by some cultivation. 

Camping grouna-~or  a division, though brigades and nnits 
woulcl have to bo scattered about;. 

On the 1st May 1880, the Ghazni Field Force, strength 
7,249 fighting men with 7,273 followers, 1,942 horse; and 6,581 
transport animals, encamped a t  Kala A:nir. 

Water.-For a division a t  least f ron  the Logar river, 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-A little lchasil in March and April ; about 1,000 

maunds bhusa p good camel grazing except in winter, when i t  is 
scarce. 

Supplies.-About 1,000 maunds unground wheat and barley 
normally available. 

11 SHAIKHABAD . . 10 m. Camel road to  Shaikh- 
(6,950'). abad vid the Tangi 

115 m. Wardak defile. Mule 
road to Saiyidabad vi6 the Zamburak pass. 

Leaving Kala Amir road continues N.W. along the right bank 
of the Logar. At 19 miles Ursak (100 houses). Here 2 roads 
lead to the main Kandahar-Kabul road, one vili the Tangi 
Wardak to Shai khabad,' the other vid Zamburak pass to  Saiyid- 
abad. Shaikhabad is 5 hiles nearer Kabul than Saiyidabad. 



Route to Shuikhabad. 
Road continues N.W. and immediately enters the Tangi War- 

dak defile, through which the Logar river flows, a camel track 
proceeding up both banks of the river ; there is an easy ford just 
opposite Ursak river ; projecting rocks and boulders, which are 
difficult to remove, would prevent wheeled artillery from using 
either track. The Tangi Wardak defile extends from Ursak to  
near Shaikliabad about 8 miles, and is an opening in the hills 
through which the Logar river finds its way ; i t  is for the most 
part a cultivated valley 1 to 1; miles wide, but a t  narrowest point 
the hills, which are studded with fort,ified houses, command 
the road within a few hundred yards on both sides, rendering 
the forcing of the defile difficult, especially as nature of ground 
prevents employmeni; of artillery other than mountain guns. In  
face of opposition n turning movement vih the Zamburak pass 
would probably be advisable. 

River 1' to  2' doep, fordable cverywllere in &y season ; a t  
other seasons the river is only fordable a t  recognised lords, which 
themselves are temporarily impassable during spates which are 
of frequent occurrence in tlie spring ; there are several foot- 
bridges. At 5 miles Doaba (50 houses) a t  junction of Shiniz 
and Wardak (Logar) rivers. Here a road follows Shiniz river 
S.W. t o  Saiyidabad, 3& miles distant. At 10 miles Shaikllabad 
on main Kabul-Kandahar road. 

Shaikhabad. 
Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force, and more, from the Wardak 
river. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 

Unground grain and bhusa in considerable 
Supplies.- quantities could probably be collected from the Fodder*-- 1 

villages in the fertile Shiniz and Warclak valleys ; good camel 
grazing except in winter. 

Route to Saiyidabad. 

Leaving Ursak the road turns due W. and the ascent of thc 
Zamburak pass is immediately commenced ; th:: first two miles 
are fairly easy up  the dry bed of a mountain torrent, but tlie last 
mile is very steep, gradient in places 1 in 4 ; the ascent of the 



pass is only feasible by lades mules with some difficulty. 
Summit of pass (8,100'), 5 miles from Kala Amir ; descent on 
western side much easier and at 2 miles from the b t a l  the road 
debouches into the Shiniz valley opposite Sai yidabad, which is 
8 miles from Kala Arnir. In April 1880, one horse and one 
field battery were brought over the  Zamburak pasa from the 
Ghazni side ; the guns were lowered down the stsepi gradient and 
i t  was calculated that a battery could pass this obstacle in 24 
hours. 

Saiyidabad. 
Camping-ground.-On left bank of Shiniz river for a divi- 

sion. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the Shiniz river. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 

Unground grain and bhusa in considerable 
Supplies.- I quantities could be collected from the various 

villagcs in the Shiniz and Unkai valleys. 
Saiyidabad was used both by Sir Donald Stewart marching 

to Kabul and Sir I!'. Roberts marching to Kandahar, in 1880, 
as halting places for t'heir forceo. 

12 TOP 6111. 6f. Metalled road 24'. - (7,400'). 
120m. 6f. 

NoTE.-I~ marclzing from Saiyidabad length of stage is increased by 6 miles, 
the distance to Shaikhabad along the metalled road. 

Leaving Saiyidabad the road runs N.E., and leads up the 
Sliiniz valley for the first 2 miles following the left bank of 
that river; the valley here is only about 1,000 x wide 
aud is much cultivated. At 2 miles the road, continuing N.E., 
leaves this valley, as t'he river here curves uore t o  t,he E. and 
joins the ~ o ~ a r -  river &out 2 miles further on, in tlie Tangi 
Wardak defile. The country now is more open, tlie l i lh receding 
on both sides. At 4; miles the Wardak river is crossed by a, 

masonry bridge. At 5 iniles Shaikhabad. 
Leaving Sha ikhabad tlie road follows the left bank of tho 

kVardak river, direction N . . ,  the road and river are only a 
few hundred yards apart throughout the stage. tho wiley 



ROUTE NO. 4-mntd. 
varies from 500 to  1,000 yards in width, and is enclosed by 
high hills on both sides ; throughout the stage the road gradually 
ascends ; there is but little cultivation till the Top villages are 
reached c t t  52 miles ; here there is:- 

Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force froin the Wardak river. 
Fuel.--Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing, nil in winter. 
Supplies.-Notl~ing appreciable. 

13 KALA DURANI 10m. 4f. Metalled road 24'. 
- (7,100'). 
131m. 2f. 

General direction N.E. The road contiques to ascend till a 
distinct watershed is reached a t  54 miles ; froni the ridge 
of the watershed signalling communication can be carried 
on with Slier Dahan kotal, 10 miles short of Gllazni. 
At 6 miles Bin-i-Badam and Anda (about 100 houses). Tlle 
country throughout the stage is open and undulating ancl 
passable for all arms ; there are high hills about 3 miles W. of 
the road and also 1 mile to  the E. At 10; miles Ksla Durani, 
a fortified hamlet, inhabitants Wardak Saiyids. 

Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force from a tributary of the Kabul 

river, 2 mile E. of camp. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 

Fodder*- 1 No details, but probably negligible ; but there 
Supplie 9.- is possibly fair camel grazing, except in 

winter. 

14 ARGHANDEH 142 m. Metalled road 34' 
(7,200'). General direction N. E. 

146 m. 
At 1 mile the road runs througli a, narrow gorge in a low 

range of hills, affording fair position to an enemy blocking 
the road. Just before the Kabul river is reached a t  3 miles, 
a gorge leaves the road running S.E. through the hills into 
the Logar valley ; this was the routs taken by Brigadier -General 
Baker's brigade in November 1879. The Kabul river is easily 
fordable here and is crossed by a masonry bridge. The 
road now leads up thz cultivated valley of the Kabul river 
and runs parallel and a few hundred yards from its left 



ROUTE NO. 4-cofitd. 
bank. At the bridge the valley is nearly a mile wide, but  i t  gra- 
dually contracts, the liills to the E. closing in somewhat rapidly 
on the road ; a t  PainMaidan, reached a t  7$ miles, the valley is 
only quarter mile broad. Here there is a:- 

Camping ground.--For a division N. of the village. 
Water.-For the above force from the Kabul river, from 

which several irrigation channels pass close to camp. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.- ), No details, but a limited supply of bhusa and 
Supplies.-) unground wheat and barley should normally 

be procurable, fair camel grazing, nil in winter. 
From Pain Maidan two valleys branch off westward, being 

separated by a not very lzigh range of hills ; one is called Ball& 
Maidan through which the Kabul flours. It contains numerous 
villages, and a path runs through it  joining the Bamian road 
just beyond Rustam Khel. The other is called the Nirkh valley. 
It contains a good many villages, and is highly cultivated, but 
it leads nowhere in particular and ends in the llills. 

Leaving Pain Maidaa the country once inore opens out to  
mile 10, when thnv llills again close in on the road, which now com- 
mences the gradual ascent of the Takht pass. 

A t  119 miles the Kotal-i-Takht (7,600') ; country on both 
sides slopes very gradually from this kotal, and the descent is 
accordingly very gradual to Arghandeh (1,500 houses) reached a t  
14 miles. 

Ca?nping grounl.-S.E. of Arghandeh.i-Bala for a clivisioc. 
Water.-For a division from the Sadik ravine ncar camp. 

Water can be also turned on i:lto thc several irrigation channels . 
Fuel.-Scarcc. 

Unground wheat and barley and bl~usa for trans- 
Stcl.'plies.- port animals, for probably two inf anhry brigades Iibdderm- 1 

for 2 or 3 days, from the large villages of L4rghandeh-i-Bala 
and Arghandeh-i-Pain. Arghandeli was a place of great 
importance during British occupatioa in 1879-80 as i t  corn- 
iliands the road by which supplies are brought to Kabul from 
the S. and S.W. 

15 K A B 3 L  . . 15 m. Metallel road 24'. 
._-- (5,895'). 
161 m. 
Leaving Arghandeli the road a t  first continues N.E. 

A t  + mile pass Arghandoh-i-Bala about 2 miles N.W. of the 



road. At 1 mile two roads branch off from this main road, 
one running nearly due W. to Jaokul, where i t  bifurcates 
leading- 

(a) to Herat vici Daulat Yar ; 
(b) to Mf~zar-i-Sharif vid Bamian; 

and the other running N.E. over the Surkh kotal to Charikar vi$ 
Is talif. 

The road now turns nearly due E. and a t  2 mile passes through 
a short, broad defile between the spur of the Paahmail range a i d  
the Korogh mountain ; a t  2 rniles Kala Jafir Khan (50 houses) ; 
and a t  3 i  miles Kala Ghulam Haider (100 houses) ; both 
Tajik villages. 

At 4% miles cross Changar stream by wooden bridge, 6' long, 
S' broad, practicable for wheeled artillery; just beyond the 
bridge, S. of the road, is the Tajik village of Murghir or Murgh 
Giran (100 houses). At 79 miles Kala-i-Kazi (200 houses), to the 
E. of which lies the Chardeh valley. Kala Kazi or Kala-i-Kazi 
was the fcirthest point reached by the Royal Horse Artillery 
and Cavalry in General Massy's engagement on the 11th Decem- 
ber 1579. 

Here there is- 
Camping ground.-For a division, though the greater part is 

usually under cultivation. 
Water,-Ample for a division from streams flowing into 

the Kabul river, and from numerous irrigation channels. 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-About 1,000 maunds bhusa could normally bc col- 

lected in the immediate vicinity. 
Supplies.-About 1,000 maunds uiiground wheat and barley 

l~rocurable in the immediate vicini by. 
At 10 miles pass the Amir's garden house and grovc known as 

the Mahtab bagh. Road now crosses the Chardeh plain covered 
with fields and gardens, seamed with irrigation canals, and 
studdccl with fortified villages. At 12 i d e s  Deh Bori, a, collection 
of 3 Tajik villagcs (about 200 houses) ; a t  13 miles the Deh 
Mozang gorge, 1 mile in length, in wlzich the Kabul river is 
crossed by a wooden bridge 30X long and G X  wide ; river 
only 4' decp owing to water removed for irrigation. At 14 miles 
Deh Mozang (500 houses), inhabitants Taji ka and Kizilbashis , 
a t  thc eastern exit of the gorge. 



A t  15 miles suburb Deh-i-Afghan adjoining city. 
For description, etc., of Kabul, vide Route 1. 

ROUTE NO. 4-A.  

HISARAK (PIR 8ARAI) TO MATUN. 

38 miles. 5 stages. 

Authority.-Reconnaissances under Sir F. Roberts, 1879 ; 
Kennedy and Lorimer, 1898 ; native information 
up to 1912. 

Epitome. 

General description.-A connecting route between the main 
through Routes 4 and 5 ;  used by traders and reliefs for the 
Matun garrison ll~arching from Kabul to the Khost valley ; 
the latter half of the route also by the Matun garrison in their 
annual move to Gabar for the summer. Road : Camel road 
throughout. No obstacles are encountered. Route open 
throughout the year. 

Campilzg grounds.-Probably for 1 infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages, though 
there are no details regarding camps a t  stages 2 and 3 ; camping 
space a t  Matun for a t  least 2 or 3 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Probably for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages and for 
double that  force a t  Matun. 

Fuel.-No details, but the heights overlooking the Chak- 
mani glen are known to be mrooded. 

Fodder.-Klzasil to an appreciable extent at  Matun in March 
and April ; bhusa probably in sinall quantities a t  the inter- 
mediate stages and from 2,000 to 3,000 maunds a t  Matun ; good 
camel grazing throughout. 

Supplies.-For t,roops to any appreciable extent cannot be 
reckoned on, except a t  Matun, where from 2,000 to 3,000 maunds 
unground wheat and barley should nomelly he available in the 
Matuo villages, 



No. 1 

I  DETAIL^. 
total dis- 
tance. I - -  -. . 

1 I HUKAMZAI 5 m. Camel road. 

5 m .  I 
General direction due S. Leaving Hisarak the Karaia stream 

is  at once crossed a t  i ts  junction with the Chakmani ; current 
very rapid ; rough, stony bottom ; maximum depth water 3' 
(June 1879). At 2 mile pass between the mud forts of Shalim 
and Saleh Khan, where the valley is about 701 X wide ; path 
keeps along western base of hills. At 2 miles cross a spur neat 
the Mangal village of Alim. Thence valley narrows to  200 
yards and continues so till the end of the stage. Between .2nd and 
4th miles pass NiazaB and Baram Khel. At  5 miles Hukamzai. 

Camping ground.-No details ; according to the map the 
valley opens out, and there is probably camping space for 
1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above i'orco from the Chalcmani stream. 
Fuel.- T KO details ; Hukamzai comprises n collection of 
Fodder.- ! Chakmani hamlets and i t  is, therefore, probable 
~ u ~ ~ l i e s . - )  that  a few hundred maunds of unground wheat 

and barley and an equivalent amount of bhusa, could always be 
collected ; gooJ camel grazing. 

2 GABAR . . 7m, 4f. Camel road. 

12m. 4f. 
General direction due S. Paths now lead on both banks 

of the Chakmani dream. Valley nqrrows once more to  
about 300X in width, a t  3 miles reach boundary of 
Mangal country, though Gabar is a, Mangal village. Throughout 
the stage the track winds through the high Gabar Mangal hills. 
At  7& miles Gabar. 

Camping ground.- 

) 
No details, but i t  is known that  ihere 

Water.- is a permanent detachment of 1 squad- 
Fuel. - \ ron cavalry a t  Gabar from Matun. 
Fodc1er.- ( Also that  nearly all the infantry of 
Supplies.- ) the Matun garrison (4 battalions) 

move to Gabar for the summer ; good camel grazing. 



3 ZAMBAR .. 12 rn, Camel road. 

Genora.1 direction S. E. Road l~roceeds along a tributary 
of t,he Kaitu as fa.r a.s hlatun, wliisli stands a t  the con- 
fluence of the Ka,it..i and Matun rivers. At 8 miles Balklrel. 
Between Glnbar and Balkl~cl tlie village of Durznandai 
is also paased, lli tllerto the track has been closely confined 
by high hills on both sides, but the hills now begin to 
recede. At 9 rililes Sabari (100 houses), surrounding 
country well cultivated u p  to the doors of the village, wate; 
being taken from 2 of these tributary streams between which 
the village lies. At 11 miles Arwani. At 12 miles Sabari 
village of Zambar. 

Camping ground.- No details, but Zambar stands on 
Water. - river of the same name, n tributary 
Fuel.-- of the Kaitu, and it is reasonable to 
Fodder. - assume that the valley would be cul- 
Supplies. - t,ivated by its waters ; there is water 

sufficient for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divi- 
sional troops. Good camel grazing. 

4 Y A K  UBI . . 7in. 4.f. Carnel road. 

32 m. General direction 
S.E. Road proceeds 

down the valley of the Zalnbar river. The Sabari 
villages of Ragha and Tsaparra are passed during this stage. 
At  7& miles t'lie Lewan Khel  illa age of Yakubi. 

Camping groz~nd.-For 1 infantry brigade with propor tion 
of divisional troops, on right bank of Zaml),.l- river 3. of village. 

iYatcr.--For the above force a t  least from the Zambar river. 
Fzcel. - KO details ; but there is good camel gcaz- 
Fodcler.- ing . 
Sz~,ppties.- - - 

5 MATUN . . 6 111. Csrnel road. 
(3,892') 

38 ni. Road continues S.E. 
down the Zambar 

valley to  Dlatuu, the Sabari village of Muli being passed during 
this stage. At 6 miles Matun. 



Matun is the winter capital of Khost and consists of a 
Ia'rge group of villages on both banks of the Matun river 
(tributary of the Kaitu). There are 2 small square, mucl- 
walled, loop-l~olecl forts a t  Matun, one garrisoned by a regi- 
ment of cavalry and the other by n battalion of infantry ard 
some artillery. I n  1905 it was reportecl that 4 machine guns 
were mounted on the ivalls of the latter fort, I)ut i t  is believed 
these have since been disnlantled. 

The garrison a t  Matun in 101 2 was reported to be as follon-e : 
3 lnountaii~ batteries (12 guns). 1 r e g i ~ ~ ~ e n t  cavalry, 
2 field batteries (12 guns). i 

; I 3 battalions infantry. 
4 machine guns. 1 Also 600 kl~asndurs. 

I n  the sunllner tlle Governor and ~liost  of the garrison inovc 
lo Gabar in the hills separating Iihost from the upper waters of 
the Icurranl ~ iver .  

The following routes converge on, or radiate from, Rrlatun :- 
(i) Route 5 running N.W. to Gardez. 
(ii) Route &A,, from Alizni in the I<urrn~n .\.alley, vici tllc 

Spin 'l'nngi pass. 
(iii) Houte 5-C. ,  fro111 Hazar Yir in the liurranl valley. 

In  adclition 2 camel tracks lead from Matun as follows :- 
( c r )  One running clue S. joining Routes in JVaziristai~, 

Route 10 to Milam Shall in stage 2 a t  the Gl~orosti 
7tnla. 

(0) The other running S.E, joining Routes in l\'aziristn11, 
Route 13 to Spinmain a t  the Dunikot t n ~ g i .  

At Matun there is- 
C'aw ping grozcnd.-For a t  least 2 or 3 infantry brigades wit 11 

ljroportion of divisional troops. 
Water.--For the above force, and more, fro111 tlie Riatun and 

liaitu rivers. 
E'zlc2.-Sufficient for a large force could be collected nithin 

a distance of 6 miles from the surrounding hills. 
Fot7tler.-KO details, but probably khasil to an appreciable 

cxtent ill Marc11 and April ; about 2,000 to 3,000 malinds l~i?,usa 
should be ordinarily procurable from the Matun villages ;good 
camel grazing. 

Supplies.-No details, but probably about 2,000 to 3,000 
maunds ungroupd wheat and barlcy woulcl be normally pro- 
cursblc. 



ROUTE NO. 4-Be 
LO1 KILA TO AHMAD KHEL. 

Vici the Mangiar Dara. 
27 mites. 2 stnges. 

Au,tLority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1879 ; native 
surveyor, 1911. 

Epitome. 
General description.-An important route, as i t  affords the 

only deviation possible to avoid the Sarwai tangi (in stage 2 
of Route 4) when this defile is blocked by floods in spdng ; 
the last 9 miles of this route lies in the Karaia (Iiurrurn) vall& 
and is identical with that  section of Route 3-D, from .4]i ~ h $ .  
R o d  : Canlel road througllout. The follo~rring obstclcl~s are 
ellcountered :-- 

(i) The Sapri pass (9,079') in the first stage. 
(ii) The Uchmaliki pass (7,361') in the second stage. 

Both passes are only feasible for lightly laden camels. The 
Sapri pass from its altitude would certainly be blocked by snow 
fro111 December to the end of February, and the Uchillanki pass 
temporarily after heavy falls of snoa; With these exceptions 
tile route is open a t  all other times of the year. 

Ctrntping yro,trntl.-For a division at, Sapri, the intermediate 
stage. 

Wnie?..-For 1 infantry l~rigacle with proportion of diri . 
sional troops a t  Sapri. 

Fzte1.-\lrood abundant a t  Sapri. 
Foc1der.-Ciood supply of grass from the plateau at, Sapri 

in snlnmer ; good camel grazing, except in winter, when t'llero is 
11 11. 

S7r pplies. -No thing appreciable. 
S o .  I 

of stage 

total dis- 
- t n n c ~ .  I - -- -- -- - 

1 SAPRI (MAN- 14 m. Camel road, 
--- 

I GIAR SAPRI).  
14 in. 
Leaving Loi Kila the road follows Route 4 due \v, 

far 2 miles to  Pir Sarai to  the passport post where . - i t  Iepvpa 



the main route and branches off N.MT. up the hlangiar 
Dara valley, here 200X broad. The track, which con- 
tinually crossee the Mangiar steream, 6' to  8' broad, and about 
18" deep (April 1911), is completely commanded by steep 
wooded heights. At  10 miles the Mangal village of Tarosti 
(60 houses). At  11 miles the ascent of the Sapri kot 11 is com- 
menced, track zigzagging up the steep side O F  the hill for about 
a mile to the crest of the Icotll (9,079'). This zigzag ascent is 
difficult and tlrying for baggage animals, but a Eafila of 150 
camels crossed the pass on the 1st April 191 1, when 28' of snow 
was lying for about 1,200 yards on either side of the crest. 
The track down the further (N.'vV.) slopes of the pass is 6' to 8' 
broad cut out of the sandstone l~illgide, gradient 1 in 7 ; from the 
foot of the pass the track heads due W. for the Mangal village 
of Sapri (30 houses) reached a t  12 miles and situated a t  the 
southein and most elevated extremity of Sapri plateau 1$ miles 
long by 1 mile broad. 

Cnmping groacnd.-For a division on the platenn, 1; miles 
by 1 mile, N. of village, 

Water.--From the Sapri stream, tributary of the Karaia, 
for 1 infantry brigade ~ ~ i t l l  proportion of divisional taroops even 
in dry weather. 

F,lieZ.-Wood plentiful fro111 tlze surrounding ~vooded hills 
within 1 or 2 miles of camp. 

Fodder.-Good supply oE grass in summer from the plateau 
and its slopes ; good ca,n~el grazing except in winter, when there 
is nil. 

Supp2ies.-Nothing appreciable. 

2 AHMAD KHEL . . 13 m. Canlel road. 
(6,212'). 

27 m, 
At 1 mile leave the Sapri plateal.1 and pass don-n a 

narrow ravine, the track running along the right bank 
of the stream 8" to 15" deep and 4' to  6' broad (April 
1911). At 2$ miles a71 obstruction is passed, consisting of a 
small defile 5 X  long and only 7' broad, which camels only 
traverse wit!li difficulty, their loads touching the sides, and idr 
the nest  half mile the track lies in the slippery bed of the ncrlu 
itself. Thence nala widens to  about 100X and is flanked by 



ROUTE NO. 4-B-condd. 
t,erraced fields. At 3f iniles the track enters the Karaia valley 
down which it runs 8.1'. to Ahniad ICliel. The Karaia stream in 
April 1911 was 20 to 30 broad, 2' to 3' deep with firm 
bottonl ; valley a t  this point varies from 100 X to  300 x 
in breadth ; hills to the \V. rise in easy, open slopes about 200' 
high, those to the E. are steep, deodar-covered heights from 
300' to 600' high ; track on right bank of the stream. At  4 
miles the Jaji  (Hasan Khel) village of Kharmana (6,791', 300 
two-storied houses). At 5 miles Hasan Khel village of Sikandar 
Khel (200 two-storied houses). I~nmediately below Sikandar 
I(he1 :he river has to be forded and mile further on i t  is re- 
crossed and the right bank regained. The necessity for tliese 
crossings is not apparent, but travellers on foot avoid these 
fords by a deviation through the hills, which, however, is too 
steep for baggage animals.. At 6 miles Upper Hasan IChel 
( 120 two-storied liouse~, 6,641'). Up to  here field artillery could 
be bought down the bed of the river from Ali Khel, but onwards 
to A111nad Khel field gulls could not travel owing to stones and 
I~oulders. At  8 iniles Lower Hasan Khel (3  groups of double- 
storied llouses about 1,000 in all ; 6,231') shut in by hills on all 
sides. Thence track runs over low, undulating hills to  the foot 
oE the Uchmanki pass reached a t  12 miles. Icotal (7,361') 
reached after an easy climb of 1 mile, but was covered with 
1+ feet of snow early in April 191 1. Descent of pass is steep, 
&adient averaging 1 in 5 throughout, but i t  is quite feasible 
ior laden camels. At 13 miles Ahmad Khel. 

Camping groll nd.-- ? 
Water.- I 
Fuel.- 

I 
} Vide Route 2. 

Fodder.- 
Sqcpp1ies.- J 

ROUTE NO. 4-C. 
LAJHI TO NEST1 KOT. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1879. 
32 n~iles. 3 s t q e s .  

Epitome. 
Qenerul descriylion.-An alternative route between Lajhi in 

t1he Sarjr-si t l l r g i ,  in stage 2 of Route 2, and stage 5 of tha.t route 
viri the Lajhi nala. 

* 



Road.-Stages 1 and 2, mule track ; 3rd stage camel road. 
The kotal met with in the second stage is the only obstacle 

encountered, which, however, is passable by laden mules. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Camping grounds.-For 2 or 3 battalions a t  both intermediate 

s tlages. 
Vrater.-Sufficient for the above troops a t  both intermediate 

s t~ges .  
Fuel.-In large quantities for the first half of the rou te. 
Podder.--No details, but a little 6hu.ra should be procurable at. 

Sllesnak, Stage 2. 
Supplies.-No details ; probably nothing appreciable except 

a t  Shesnak, where about 100 maunds ungrouncl grain should be 
normally procurable. 
- .  

1 I TASHNAK . . 12 m. Mule roacl. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
totnl dis- 

tance. , 

If a force is moving by this route into Koshin, camp shoulcl 
be formed a t  Lajhi, mile 10, stage 2, Route 2. Lajhi is a t  
the junction of the stream of that  name with the Rareis. 

Leaving Lajhi the track proceeds S. W. up t'hc Lajlli ~ a l n  
which winds through high ancl, in places, almost precipitous hills ; 
a t  6 miles Pathak (30 houses). A t  12 miles Tashna k ( 100 houses). 

Camping ground.-For 2 or 3 battalions only. 
)Vater.-For the above force and more from t'lio Lnjhi ant1 

DETAILS. 

other small feeder streams. 
Fuel.-In large quantities as some of tlie hills are de~lsoly 

wooded. 
Fodder.--Good camel grazing. 
~Supp1ies.-Nil. 

2 SHESNAK . . 12 m. Mule track. 
-- Track continues 8. W. 
24 m. up the na2.1 bet1 for ti 

miles, when an ascent, fit for mules only, conmenoes u p  the 
steep side of a hill ; kotal reached st 7 miles where ille woocl mds ; 



descent is less steep but longer. Prom the foot of the pass the 
road heads due W. for Shesnak. At  10 miles i t  enters a small 
valley, down which i t  runs with an easy gradient. A t  12 miles 
Shesnak (about 250 houses, comprising groups of 4 or 5 small 
villages). 

Camping ground.-For 2 or 3 batta.lions only. 
Water.-For the above force only from small stream adjoin- 

ing camp. 
Fzcel.-Nothing nearer than the eastern slopes of kotal 

referred to, 5 miles distant, from which wood in large quantities 
is obtainable. 

Fodder.-No deta,ils, but i t  is probable that  about 100 maunds 
bhusa could be collected from the villages mentioned ; good 
camel grazing. 

Supplies.-No details ; probably 100 maunds unground grain 
procurable. 

3 NEST1 KOT . . 8 m, Camel track. 
_ _  Track leads N.W. 
32 m. across an open un- 

dulating f)lain, till Route 4 is joined at  8 miles a t  Gharak or 
Khan lihel(500 houses), the chief village in Koshin and inhabit- 
ed by Ahinadziti Ghilzais. Thereafter the road follows Route 4. 
8.W. to  Ncsti Kot, reached a t  8 miles. 

C'a tnp ing ground. - 1 
Water. -- 
:fluel. - I 

)- Vidc, Route 4, Stage 5. 
E'odder. -- I 
Supplies. -- I 

J 

ROUTE NO, 4-Dm 

KAREZ TO TANDAN. 
19 mile. 2 stages. 

Authority .-Native surveyor, 1911. 
Epitome. 

(Joreral description.-An alternalive route between stages 4 
and 7 of Route 4, ancl a considerable short cut between these 



stages as the track runs straight across instead of the long diver- 
sion viii Gardez taken by Route 4. This route also forms part 
of the direct summer kafila route between Rlirzakai and Altimur 
viri the Urus-i-Maidan pass, hitherto (1012) not explored but 
well known to exist : the present roate is much used by kvchis 
when the Urus-i-Maidan is closed by snow. 

Road.-Camel road throughout. There ar.: no obstacles and 
the route is open throughout the year. 

Camping grounds.-No details a t  Zrtndi Khel, the intermec1i;tte 
stage. 

Water.--For 2 or 3 battalions a t  Zandi Khel. 
Fuel.- 7 
Fodder.- } Probably negligible a t  Landi Khel. 
Supplies.-- , 
No. 'I 

drinkable. 
Camping grouad.-No details. 
Water.-For 2 or 3 battalions fro111 the Zandi Iihel stream. 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

DET.~ILS. 

--- --- -- ----- -- -. --- - -- - ,. I__I) 

ZANDI KHEL . . Gm. iif. Camel road. 
(8,631'). 

tjm. ---I 4f. 
Road leads S.W. across unirrigated fields. At 1& miles 

i t  is possible to cross a spur from the Machalgu hills, 
which would save about 1 mile, but the ascent and descent 
of this spur is not feasible for camels, the camel track mak- 
ing a detour along the base of the hills. ilt 3: miles Mamuzai (75 
two-storied houses) ; a t  4 miles Machalg 1 (100 two-storied houses) 
where the road crosses the Macllalgu stream, 25x wide about 
1' deep, water muddy ; there is a small rocky hill 150 feet higli on 
right bank of the stream with a tower on top, which would make a 
good signalling station. The road now crossens a stony, level 
plain, direction S.W. to Zandi Khel (35 liouses) s i t u ~ t e d  on the 
right bank and 150' above the nala of the same name; nala has 
steep banks, but the path zigzags up and down them in easy 
gradients. I n  April 1911 the Zandi Khel nala contained a stream 
of water 15 x broad, 1;' deep, water was brackish though 



Fuel.- 
Podder.- 3 No details; probably negligeable. 
Supplies. - 
NOTE (i).-Opposite Zandi Khel on the left bank of the nala 

is the tomb of Mian Umar, with 3 houses adjoining it. 
NOTE (ii).-It is reported that a track leads N. W. up the mla  

to the village of Zarin Khel 2 miles distant, thence over the Urus- 
i-Maidan Pass, a plateau or ??burg on the mountain top, vid 
Shawaz to Altimur. This road is reported to be the usual sum- 
mer ka,fila camel route between Afirzakai and Altimur, being 
appreciably shorter 1;han the corresponding stages described in 
Route 4. The Urus-i-Maidan Pass is reported to be closed 
throughout the winter and was known to be so on the 15th 
April. 1911. 

2 TANDAN 12m. 4f. Camel road. 
(7,658'). 

19 m. General direotion near- 
ly due W. Leaving 

Zandi Khel the'road continues across a stony, level plain ; a t  3 
miles a path is crossed leading S. to Nesti Kot, 3 miles distant ; be- 
tween the 4th and 5th miles the road winds through a succession of 
low hills. At 6 miles cross nalo 1 b O X  broad with banks of an aver- 
ago slope of 1 in 15, and stream of good water 5' to 6' broad and 
about 1' deep, which is dry insummer. At 8 miles, Khak Hazara 
(25 houses) where Route 4 is joined, and which is followed to 
Tandan, which is stage 7 of that route. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- I Vide Route 4, stage 7. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- I 

ROUTE NO. 4-E. 
GARDEZ TO GHAZNI. 

Vi$ Khwar hlakawa. 
47 miles. 5 stages. 

Authority.-Native surveyor, April, 1911. 
Epitome. 

General descriplion.-The more direct and shorter route 
between Gardez and Ghazni. 



Road.-Unmehlled cart road lo', except1 a t  the com- 
mencement of stage 3 to Lalu Kila when the road 6' to 8' 
broad winds for about a mile through the Band-i-Daulat 
Khan range ; this section of 1 mile could probably be rapid- 
ly converted into a cart road. With this exception no obstacle of 
any kind is encountered, the road generally running over an 
open plain. Route open throughout the year. 

Camping grounds.--For a division a t  stages 1 and 3, and for 
1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops a t  the 
remaining intermediate stages. 

Water.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages. 

Fuel.-No trees, but stunted scrub universal. 
Fodder.-No grass for horses; khasil daily in March and 

April a t  stages 1 and 4 for the horses a t  least of 1 cavalry regi- 
ment ; also a few hundred maunds bhusa a t  both these stages. 
Camel grazing for 200 to 300 camels along the route. 

Supplies.--For troops could not be reckoned on, except at 
Hisak and Rahmak, stages 1 and 4, where a few hundred maunds 
of unground wheat and barley would normally be procurable ; 
there ars 2,000 t3 3,000 sheep usually in the Hisak villages. 
(Stage 1.) 

No. . . 
of stage ' 

and 1 DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 

1 
--+ 

11 m. 

HISAK . . 11 m. Unmetalled cart road 
(7,021'). 10'. , 

Leaving Gardez the road proceeds across a level plain 
covered wit11 small scattered bushes affording good camel graz- 
ing. Once clear of the town the Band-i-Daulat Khan hills are 
visible to tlhe 'W. A t  5 miles the road tnrns somewhat sharply 
S.W. and maintains this direction, still across an open, level 
plain, to the end of the stage. At 11 miles Hisak (7,021: 
600 homes). Hisak comprises about 100 fortified llnmlets. 
each surrounded by its own land and called after its malik ; 
crops irrigated by snow water and from karezes running to 
50' in depth. 

Camping ground.--Bor a division, if necessary, on the Hisak 
plain, which is about 10 miles in length from N. to S. 



Water.-For about 1 infantry brigado with proportion of di vi 
sional troops in the dry season from the several karezee 

Fuel.-No wood, but scrub could probably be collected afford- 
ing sufficient fuel for ono infantry brigade for a night. 

Fo Ider.-No grass for horses ; khasil for 500 horses daily 
in Ilarcll and April ; 500 maunds of bhusa could certainly be col- 
lected from the various hamlets ; camel grazing for about 1,000 
camels throughout the stage. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds unground wheat and barley 
should always be available ; there are also from 2,000 to 3,000 
sheep in the Hisak villages. 

2 KHWAR 8 m. Unmetalled cart road 
--A MAKAWA. 10'. 
19 rn. (7,161'). 
Road now leads due W. across a level, uncultivated plain 

suitable for movements of all arms. At 5; miles pas3 a xiarat 
named Diwan Khel Baba (7,162') ; 2 tall poplar trees here 
form a landmark for miles round. A t  8 miles cross the 
Khwar Makawa nala, 20x to  30x  broad, barely perceptible 
banks ; stream in April 191 1, 13 X broad, 1i '  to 2' deep. On 
the right bank of the stream immediately S. of the road is a 
water mill surrounded by willow trees with a watch tower 
commanding a view to Gardez to the N.E. and over the 
Zirmana Ilaqua plain to the S. There are only a few small 
hamlets a t  Khwar Makawa. 

Camping ground.-For a division if necessary on the right 
bank of the Kllawar Makawa, on the open plain. The camping- 
ground is bounded on the N. by low sandstone hills 250x N. of 
the road ; on the E. by the nala and on the W. by the Band-i- 
Uaulat Khan range 1,000x distant. Hills referred to  can easily 
be piquetted. 

Water.-For a t  least one infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops even in dry weather from the Khwar Makawa. 

F u e l . N o  details. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing for about 1,000 camels through- 

0u.t the stage. 
Supplies.--Nothing appreciable. 

3 LALU KILA l lm .  4f. Unmetalled cart road ---- (7,161')- lo', except for the 
30m. 4f. portion through the 



ROUTE No. 4-E-corctd. 

Bandi-i-Daulat Khan range, 1 mile in length, where road is only 
a camel track, 6' to 8', but easily convertible to a cart road. 

General direction N.W. At 1 mile reach the Band-i-Daulat 
Khan hills, through which the road winds its way, emerging 011 

to an open plain beyond. Hills here about 200' to 300' above 
the road. At 14 miles when leaving the hills a group of about a 
dozen houses one mile N. of the road and a round fort about 5OOx 
S. of the road. A level plain is now trai ersed, bounded by low 
sandstone hills rising sharply from the plain 14 miles to the N. 
and on the S.W. by the Bandi-i-Daulat Khan range. A t  4; 
miles a range of sandstone hills 500' high commence, flanking the 
road on the S. and continuing alongside it to the 9th mile when 
this range recedes to the S. At 73 miles  and! Khel (a dozen 
houses) and a t  8& miles Kala Daulat Khan same size, both N. 
of the road. From mile 9 to mile 114 (Lalu Kila) valley is about 
2 miles broad. Lalu Iiila (GO houses within walled mud enclos- 
ure) 

Camping ground.--For a division if necessarjr on the open 
plain. 

Wafer.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional 
troops from a spring N. of the village. 

Fuel.- 3 No details ; probably nothing appreciable, 
Fodder.- but camel grazing for about 300 camels 
Supplies.-- throughout the stage. 

4 RAHMAK . . 69 m. Unmetalled cart road --- (7,091'). 10.' 
37 m. General direction W, 

Road continues across an open flat plain, irrigated in places 
from 2 hill streams, coming from the N. At 4 miles a water- 
course 6' wide 14' deep is crossed, on which 4 miles to the N. of the 
road the Tajik village of Robat (250 houses) stands amongst walled 
gardens. At 6f miles Tajik village of Rahmak (500 houses) 
(7,041') in a fortified enclosure surrounded by fruit gradens ; 
*oil fertile and watered by karezes ; mill inside the enclosure ; 
two miles S.W. of Rahmak is Tasang (800 houses) surrounded by 
its own cultivated fields. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops N. of the road. 

water.-For the above force and more from s~veral karezes. 



Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Khcrsil for about 500 horses daily throughout March 

and April ; about 300 maunds bhusa could normally be collectetl 
in the 2 villages. 

Supplies.-Probably 300 maunds unground grain could be 
collected. 

5 GHAZNI . . 10 m. Unmetalled cart road 
-- (7,279') 10'. 
47 m. 

Road proceeds W, across a stony uncultivaied plain varying 
from 4 z mile to 2 miles broad, bo.~nded N. and S. by low 
sandstone hills about 200' high. At 1; miles an unmetdled 
cart road 10' from Tasang joins this route. At 79 miles, 
path proceeds i N.W. to Roza village on the Ghazni-Kabul 
Road, where Blahmud of Ghazni's tomb is. -4t 9; miles 
cross small water-course, with small perennial stream which 
offers no obstruction. Suburbs of Ghazni are now entered, the 
road leading past houses and gardens. 

At 10 miles Ghazni. For description, camping ground, 
water, etc., see Route 6, stage 10. 

ROUTE NO. 4-F, 

GARDEZ TO GHAZNI. 
60 miles. 5 stages. 

Authority .-Native surveyors, 1902 and 1905,1907 and 
1908. 

Epitome. 

General description,.-An alternatije route to Route 4-E. 
Froin Band in the i l~ i rd  stage to  Ghazni this route is identical 
with the main Route G from the Tochi valley to Gliazni. 

Road.-Suitable for one line or̂  carts, but carts could probably 
pass one another a t  any point along the route, except in the 
last stage, when t,he road leaving the Shilghar plain enters the val- 
ley of the Ghazni river. ]in t l i s  valley the passing of carts would 
be difficult owing to the irrigated fields on either side of the 
road: No obstacle is encountered along the route, which is open 
at all seasons of the year, 



Camping grounds.-For a division a t  stage 1, no details 
as regards stage 2, and for 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops a t  stages 3 and 4. 

Water.-For a division a t  stages 1 and 2, and for a t  least 1 
infant,ry brigade with the proportion of divisional troops at 
'the remaining 2 stages. 

Fuel.-No details ; probably scarce throughon t. 
Fodder.-Bhusn to an appreciable extent a t  stage 3 ; good 

camel grazing throughout. 
Rupp1ies.-For troops to  any extent cannot be reckoned 

on except a t  Ghazni, for detaib of whj.cll vide Route 6, stage 
10. 

tance. ( -- 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

DETAILS. 

2 KALALGU .. 14 m. Unmetalled cart road 
12'. 

1 ' CAMP . . 15 m. Unmetalled cart road 

29 m. The road continues 
S.W. down the valley of the Jilga. At 14 miles the Tajik vil- 
lage of Kalalgu (100 houses). 

Camping grozcn:!.-No details. 
Water.-Probably for s division from the Jilga river. 
FueL- 3 Fodder.-- No details ; probably negligible. 
LSicpplie~,-- 

-- 
15 m. 

12'. 

Road follows the valley of the Jilga stream, direction 
S.W. Camp a t  15 miles. 

Camping grounr1.-No details, but i t  is probable that  s divi- 
sion could encamp in the valley in this vicinity. 

Water.-Probably for a division from the Jilga river. 
Fuel.-No details ; probably no thing appreciable. 
Fodder.-No details ; probably nothing appreciable. 
Supplies.-No details ; probably nil, there being apparently 

no village in the vicinity. 



3 KALA NIAZ . . 12 m. Unmetalled cart road 
12'. 

41 m. Road continues S.W. 
down the Jilga valley and for the first 2 miles i t  is much 
intersected by nalas ; as  far as the hfursal hill 2 t the 8th mile 
i t  is commanded on the N. by low hills, under features of the 
Machalgu range, but to  the S. i t  is quite open. At 8 miles, Band 
(40 houses), where the road leaves the Jilga valley and turns 
N.W. and leads over the Shilghar plain. Here the main Route 
6 is joined, t'he 2 routes hereafter being identical to  Ghazni. 

For description of rest of stage, etc., to  Kala Niaz, vide 
Route 6, Stage 8. . 1! 

4 ABDUR RAHMAN 10 m. Unmetalled cart road 
-- 12'. 
51 m. For description of 

stage, etc., vide Route 6, Stage 9, 

5 GHAZNI . . 9 m. Unnietalled cart road 
(7,279'). 12'. 

60 m. For description of 
stage, and of Ghazni, vidz Route 6, Stage 10. 

ROUTE NO. 4-6. 

ALTIMUR TO ZARGAN SHAHR. 
2l+ miles. 2 stages. 

Authority.-Native surveyor, 1911. 

Ge,teral description.-.l connecting route between the 2 main 
~ o u k s  3 and 4. For the first 12h iniles the road forms part 
of main Kabul- Altiinur-Gardez road. Bt  mile 124 the pre- 
sent route branches off N. E. from the inail1 road and leads across 
an open plain to  Zargan Rhahr, the main Kabul-Gardez route, 
continues due N., and strikes Route 3 a t  some point a few miles 
N. of Zargan Shahr. This length of about 10 nliles of road 

not been surveyed, but tlie fact stated above is well known 
and amply corroborated. 



Road.-From Altimur to  mile 124, unmetalled cart road 
20'to 30'; thereafter to  Zarghan Shahr unmetalled cart road 
8' to 10'. The Kotal-i-Ashabi is the only obstacle encountered, but 
i t  presents no difficulty. Route open throughout the year. 

Camping grozcnds.-No details a t  Patkhai Shahana, the inter- 
mediate stage. 

1Ynter.-At least for 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  Pztkhai Shahana. 

Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-About 500 inau~ds  bhusa norin~illy available 

a t  the intermediate stage ; good camel grazing along the route 
except in winter, when there is nil. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds ungrouncl wheat and barley 
normally available a t  Patkhai Shahana, the intermediate 
stage. 

1 PATKHAI 9m. 4f. Unmetalled cart 
SHAHANA* road 20' to 30'. 

9m. 4f. (7,140'). 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 
tance. 

General direction due N. A t  1 mile Tagher (20 houses) 
about 4 a mile E. of i he road. At 4;t miles pass a tower 
guarding a small tank filled by snow water. At 64 miles road 
crosses a small ridge through which a cutting was being made 
in April 1911. For the last 4 miles of the stage the road 
crosses a, level, uncultivated plain. At 94 miles Pathkai 
Shahana (500 houses), whence a road suitable for carts runs 
S.W. to Patkhai Roghanai (Route 4, stage 9), 6 miles 
distant. 

Camping ground.-No details. 
T.Yater.--For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 

divisional troops, fromwater cuts from the Logar river 2 miles 
distant. 

Fue!.-No details. 

DETAILS. 

* Brigadier-Gcneral l'alliser totally defcated :t largc gathering of qhazis 
from Zurrnat a t  Patliliai Shahana on the 1st July 1880. 



ROUTE No. ~-GI--&. 

About 500 maunds'unground wheat and barley, 
and an equivalent amount of bhusa normally 

available. Good camel grazing except in winter, when there is nil. 

2 ZARGAN SHAHR. .12 u. Unrnetalled cart road 
12'. 

21111.4 f. General direction N. 
veering gradually N.E., in latter half of stage. At 1 mile a camel 
track branches off from this route and leads due W. to  Hisarak 
on t'he right bank of the Logar river, 3 miles distant. At 24 
iniles Daulat Khel(l0 liouses) ; a t  3 miles the present road begins 
toveer N.E. and leaves the main Kabul-Gardez route, whicl~ 
though unsurveyed is known t o  continue roughly due N., and to  
join Route 3 near Zargan Shahr, stage 7 of that route. The road 
now crosses a stony, uncultivated plateau intersected by 2 or 
3 dry nalas forming no obstacle. At  102 miles commence ascent 
of the Kotal- i-Ashabi, gradient 1 in 15, summit reached at 11 
miles, no difficulty ; thence across ievel plain to  Zargan S h a h  
reached a t  12 miles. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.-- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 3, stage 7. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. 4-H. 
PATICHAT ROGHANAI TO GHAZNI. 

Vid Kharwar. 
45 miles. 4 stages. 

Authority .-Na tive survey or, 1905. 
Epitome, 

General description.-Connecting route, w i d  the Charkh 
valley and Kharwar, between the main Routes 4 and 15. 

Road.-Camel road throughout except the Kharparchtak paea 
(8,530') crossed in stage 2 which is reported unfit for leden 
Indian camels though feasible for lightly lades kt& camela. 



* 
The Kharprtrchali pass in stage 2 and the Zanakhan pass in stago 
3 are the only obstacles encountered ; the former already de- 
scribed, the latter is passable by Indian camels, but requires 
improvement before being fit for wlleeIecl artillery. Route 
open throuyhout thc year. 

Water.-Plentiful for 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages. 

Fuel.-KO details. 
Fodder.- 1 Details scanty, but it is probal~le that about 
Szipplie~.- j 500 maunds unground grain and an equivalent 

amount of bhusn would normally be procurable a t  stage 1 ; i t  is 
also probable that there is good camel grazing tl~rougllout,, which, 
however, ~~roulcl be very scarce in winter. 

1 I KHAORO . . 9 m. Camel road. 

- - L n a T - - - a  

Leaving Patkhai Roghanai the road follows the main through 
Route 4 towards Altimur village (stage 8) for 2& miles, direc- 
Man S.W. A t  1 mile Charkh river ic: forded, river normally 
15x wide, 2' to 2&' deep, but unfordable when in flood. At 
24 miles road leaves Route 4 and runs B.E., across a pat plain 
to Khaoro reached a t  9 miles. 

Alternative road.-10 miles, camel road. Follow Route 4 
for 2 miles W. towards Kala Amir (stage 10) to the Tajik village 
of Baraki Rajani (1,000 houses). Road then turns S.E. up ihe 
broad, open valley of the Siah Ab or Charlrh river; valley is 
well cultivated from klvfzes; a t  5 miles village of K ~ l a  Ghulaln 
sadik, and a t  6 miles Shamazar, both on the right of the road, 
which here approaches to within f mile of the Charkh river 
along whose left bank i t  continues to Hhaoro, reached a t  11  

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 
tance. 

miles. 
camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 

DETAILS. 

of divisional troops. 
Water,-For the above force at least from the Charkh rivel; 

.. _ _- _ _ _ -_ - - _ _ 



Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-No details, but it is probable that 600 maunds 

bhusa could ordinarily be collected in the valley within 6 miles 
of camp. 

Supplies.-No details ; it is probable that about 600 maunds 
unground grain would normally be available in this vicinity. 

2 GADAI KHEL . . 9 m. Camel road except 
(7,980') over the Kharparchak 

18 m. pass,* which lightly 
laden kuchi camels can only just negotiate. 

Road continues S.W. At 3 miles a group of hamlets is passed 
known as Pingram or Kzla Nao on the right bankof the Charkh 
river, and as Naushahr on its left bank. River is here forded ; 
no details yegarding ford, but no difficulty is anticipated. At 
6 miles the Kharparchak pass (8,530') is crossed. This pass is 
reported to be impracticable for Indian camels, and only feasi- 
ble for lightly laden kuchi camels and mules. At 7 miles 
Aman Khel and a t  9 miles Gadai Khel. 

C mping ground.-For I infantry brigade with proportion 
of division~,l troops. 

Water.-For the above force at Ieast from the Charkh river, 
Fuel. - 
Fodder.- 1 No details. 
Supplies.- 

3 KHOJAL KHEL . . 14 m. Camel road. 

32 m. 
Road continues S.W. At 1 mile a track running N.E. 

leaves this route and joins Ro te 4 just N. a t  Altimur 
village (stage 8). At 2; miles Karez Gul Muhammad. Here 
the road gradually veers due W. and enters the Kharwar 
district,, through the nortli-eastern limits of which i t  runs 
to the end of the stage. Kharwar is an elevated plateau, 
cultivated without artificial irrigation and surrounded basin- 
fashion with a rim of high ranges. At 4 miles Shaikhan 
and a t  6 miles Yusuf Kllel. Here a track leaves this route 
and running M.W. joins the main inhazni-Kabul road 
(Route 15) some 10 miles N. of Ghazni. At 10 miles the 
--- 

* Shewn iu inap as Khar Peckak pass. 



Zanakhan pass (8,750f), ascent steep, descent easy; pass 
is fit for Indian camels, but would require improvement on its 
eastern face before being practicable for wheeled artillery. 
At 11 miles Rashid Kafir ; a t  13 miles Herat Khel and a t  14 
yiles Khojal Khel on the right bank of a tributary of the Ghazni 
River. 

Campiing ground.--For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops on the N. bank of the stream. 

Water.-For fhe above force from the stream. 
Fuel.- 
Fodder.- 3 No details ; probably nothing appreciable. 
Supp2iea.- 

4 GHAZNI .. 13 m. Camel road. 
(7,279'). 

46 m. 
General direction S.W. along an open valley on the right 

bank of the stream. At 4 miles Purdil Khan where road 
crosses to the left bank; no details. At 7 miles Miandad, 
and a t  9 miles Zakawal 4 mile S. of the stream. At about 
10 miles the main Ghazni-Kabul road (Route 15) is joined 
and followed to Ghazni, 

Campar~g ground.- 
Water,- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 6, stage 10. 
Fodder. - 
rSzcppIdee,- 

ROUTE No. 5. 
THAL TO GARDEZ. 

V d  Matun and the Khiddi Ghakhai pass. 
125 miles. 11 stages. 

Authority.-Stage 1, Ross, 1909 ; thence to Shabak pass 
in stage 3, Maconoohy, 1894 ; Shabak pass to Patun 
(stage 4) Spratt (Khost expedition, 1879) ; Matun 
to  end of route, native surveyors, 1906 and 1909. 

Epitome. 
General description.-A through route froru Tlial iri the 

Kurram valley to Gardez, where Route 4, Kharlachi to  Kabul, 



is joined. Gardez being connected with Ghazni by Routes 4-E 
and 4-F, the present route thus forms a through connection 
from the railhead a t  Thal with both Kabul and Ghazni, and 
wid Ghazni wit'lz Kandahar. The Ghazni mails and the relief 
of the Afghan troops are said to follow this route. At Thal this 
route connects with Route 28, Routes South of the Kabul River. 

Road.-First stage cart road suitable for 2 streams of 
carts, but first 3 miles only metalled ; thence a camel road 
easily convertible for wheeled artillery throughout, with the 
exception of the ascent of the Khiddi (Khandi) Ghakhai pass 
(10,150') on its S.W. face, in the 10th stage, which in ita present 
condition is unfit for camels, but up which a road with easier 
gradients could easily be made as the soil is soft. The following 
obstacles are enc~nntered :- 

(i) Kurram river in second stage which has to be forded; 
liable to  be temporarily impassable owing to spates. 

(ii) Shabak pass (4,126') in t'hird stage ; no difficulty. 
(iii) 1Wdd.i (Kllandi) Ghakhai pass (10,150') in 10th stage ; 

ascent 011 S.W. face a t  present ufit for camels; owing 
t o  its altitude th is  pass would be blocked by snow 
for a t  least 2 montlu in the winter. 

With these exceptions the route is open throughout the year. 
Camping grounds.-For a division a t  stagea 2 and 5 and at 

Gardez ; for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  all other stages. 

Water.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops at  all stages. 

Fuel.-At Matun, 4th stage, and thenceforward a t  all stagea 
in abundance, as t'lie route traverses wooded hi& throughout this 

thence untnctalled cart road. 

section. 
Fodder,--Det ails very ~can ty  ; but bhusa and khasil a t  Matun 

and Gardez as dcscribed, Fair to good camel grazing throughout. 
Sz~pplies.-Nothing appreciable except a t  Mstun and Gardez. 

17__ 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. -- -- 
1 

-- 
13 m. 

DETAILS. 

.- -- 
MANDURI .. 13 m, Metalled cart road 

20', 10' metalling, for 
f the &st 3 miles; 



ROUTE NO. 5 c o n t d .  
General direction N.W. along 'left bank of the Kurra* river. 

'Road drops down from Thal Fort and cresses the bed of the 
Sangroba nala, here about 250X wide. After heavy rain in 
the Zaimukht hills i t  is inlpassable for 3 or 4 hours. 

At f mile The1 Border hIilitary Police post, Thal village and 
l a ~ g  s ~ r  :i to  S. of road. Cross deep n l l z  by masonry br;dze 
A t  1 mile Ynsuf Kliel village, just beyond which two ltalas 
are crossed. At 1; miles old camping gronnd on high ground, 
overlooking the bed of the river but commanded by hills to  tho 
N. Space for 3 re@mentls. At 24 miles cross a naln, on 
banks of which are abutments of an incomplete bridge, one 
abutment being partially demolished. At 2+ inilee pass hamlet 
of Chslode Ka.lai to  S. of the road. From 3 miles the road 
rises and runs along the edge of a clif3 to  7 miles, and up  to 
3 miles is metalled 10' wide. At G miles pass Tutkas village. 
At 62 milee cross :I bridged naln and tho Administrative ~ r o i t i e r .  
At 74 mile cross a nala whence the Khoidad Khel path to 
Dilragha ascends. In 9th inile pass the Chapri militia post 
and t119 two hamlets of Chapri. Here there was a fortified post 
and sarai during the 2nd Afghan war, and thele is- 

Campin y grbund.-Por 1 infantry brigade with propor tion 
oi divisional troops on 2 sites N. and N.W. of the old post. 

Water.-For the above force at least. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing, oil the right bank of the Muram 

and grass after rain. 
Supplies.-From Thal. 
At 122 miles pass village of Char Khel and ruin of old militia 

posh on conical hill. 
A t  13 miles Manduri, Watizai village. There is a Military 

Works Department rest-house, accommodatiol~ for 2 officers, 
and 2subordinaks, 2 godon~i?s, 2 stables and store in a small 
walled enclosure between tllc 3 villages of Manduri and close 
to  the camping ground. There is also a railway rest-house and 
walled enclosure, built on the site of the old camping ground w-it11 
accommodation for 2 officcra and 10 subordinates, 10 scr vanis nlld 
stab1 ng for 2 horses. 

Camping ground.-&'or 1 irlf antry brigade wiill propor tion 
of divisional troops. Camp stony and confined, ancl built upon 
by the railway authorities. An alternative camp for 1 battalion 
lies between the cultivation and the road S. of Manduri village. 



ROUTZ No. 5-m!d.  

Water.-For tlhe above force from an irrigation cut, on the 
roadside, a d  for a division or more from the Kurrsm river, 
1 mile distant. 

Fue7.X'qo detailq. 
Poddcr.- ,4bout 1,000 maunds uuground grain and an 
Supplies. - e7uivsle:lt a m m n t  of bhusx would normally 

bc procurable. Good carnel grazing. 

2 SKARDAND . . G 111. Camel road  Easily 
--- made fit for wheeled 
19 1n. artillery. 
At -$ mile the present route leaves the Kurra-n valley by 

making; a right angle turn to  the S.W. and crossiilg tho 
1Zurrsnl river heads direct for Bkardand. The ICurram 
i u  forded at this poiat ; hard, st oily bottom a n d  no difficultties 
except when river is in flood, when ford may be tem- 
porarily impassable. On reaching the right bank road 
continues S.W. and at 2 miles leads over a small kot.rE 
on to  the Shabak plain ; the road now follows lhe course of the 
Shabak nala, but keeps on the plain ; the country throughout 
the stage is open and there is no cultivation. At 6 milcs 
Skardand is reached. 

Ca.mping grounr1.-Unlimited camping space probably s~lf- 
ficient for a division. 

1Vater.-Only a limited supply, but water could be obtained 
nnvwhere on the plain by sinking wells. 

Fuel. -Scarce. 
Fodder.- No details, but there should be a t  least fair 
Supplies.- camel grazing. 

3 LANDHA . . 14 m. Camel road easily 
--- lnade fit for wheeled 
33 in. artillery. 
From Skardand t'o tha Shabak pass, locally known as Batsi 

Kandao, there are many tracks ; general direction S.W. ; tIhe 
road crosses t h e  Shabak plain and entaws low, rolling hills. 
Where t.he road crosses rn,vinns, it is in places narrow but fit 
for all pack transport. 

At 6 miles the Shabak pass (4,126'), a pass in the range 
of hills separating the Kurram and Kaitu valleys, is orosaed. 



The ascent of the pass from the though steep in places is 
practicable for camels and could easily be made fit for wheeled 
artillery. The descent on the western face is also steep in places, 
but if a'nything is easier than the eastern face. There is an Afghan 
khasadar post about a mile from the summit on the Afghan (W.) 
side of the pass. From the foot of the kvlal the road passes 
t h o u g h  a s~nal l  open valley. At 11 miles Ghilzai where the 
Landha stream is also met ; from here a mule track running due 
N. joins Route 5-A a t  th2 Spin Tangi pass 7 miles distant. At 14 
miles Landha on the left bank of the Kaitu (Katur) or Shamil 
river, which is met here ; river has a sandy bed with low banks. 

Camping ground.--For 1 infantry brigade with propoi~tioil 
of divisional troops at least. 

Water.-For the above force Erom the Kaitu. 
E?z~el.-No details. 
Fodder.--Fair camel grazing ; no other details. 
Supplies.-No details ; probably nothing appreciable. 

4 MATUN . . 12 m. Camel road. 
(3,892') 

45 m. 

Road now runs along the left bank of the Kaitu, 
direction N.W., to  Habib Khel reached at 5 miles. The 
valley up  t o  this point is about 1 mile wide flanked by compara- 
tively high hills. 

At Habib Khel the Kaitu valley is left, the road continuing 
N.W. t o  Arun Khe l (8  miles), then S.W. to  end of stage. 
From Habib Khel the road is a woll defined track passing 
over a level plain, easy going in fine weather, but difficult for 
camels after rain. 

At 12 miles Matun, capital of Khost, a t  the junction of the 
Kaitu and Matun rivers. Matun consists of a large group of vil- 
lages situated on both banks of the Matun river which issues from 
the Ghalang dara in the Mangal liills. Tliero are 2 small square, 
mud-walled loop-holed forts a t  Matun, one garrisoned by a regi- 
ment of cavalry, the other by s battalion of  infantry and some 
artillery. I n  1805 i t  was reported that  4 machine guns were 
nlounted on the walls of the latter fort, but i t  is believed these 
bave since been dismantled, 
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Garrieon at Matun in 1912 wa4 reported t6 be aa follow:- 

3 mountain batteries, 12 guns 
2 field batteries, 12 guns 

4 machine gum 
1 regiment oavalry .. 
3 battalions infantry 

also 600 khasadara. 

In the summer the Governor and moat of the garrison 
move to Gabar sit rated in the hills separating Khost from 
the upper waters of the Kurrrtm river. 

Camping ground*.-For 2 or 3 infantry brigades with pro. 
portion of divisional troops a t  least. 

Water.-For the above f orca at lemt from the Natun and 
Kaibu rivers. 

Fuel.-Sufficient for a large force could be collected from 
the surrounding hills within a distance of five miles. 

Fodder.-No details, but bhusn probably to the extent of 
2,000 to 3,000 maunds should ordinarily be procurable, also F;hLzsiZ 
to an appreciable extent in the spring ; good camel grazing. 

,Yupplies.-No details, but probably about 2,000 to 3,000 
unground wheat and barley would normally always be 

procurable from the Matun villages. - 

The following routes converge on, or radiate from Matun :- 
(i) Route 4-A toHisarali (Pir Sarai) ; this ia a connecting 

route between the main tllrough Rouks  : and 5. 

(ii) Route 5-A from Alizai in the Kurram valley vi& the 
Spin Tangi pass. 

(ii i)  Route 5-C fromHazar Pir in the Kurram 

 he following troops were encamped at Matun from the 7th to the 13th 
J s n m y  1879 :--a equadrona oev&,lv, 2 batteries mountfbin artillery, 1 in(snm 
brigade. 



In addition 2 camel tracks lead from Matun w follows :- 
(a) One running due S., joining Eontes in Waziristan, 

Route 10 to Miranl Shah, i stage 2 a t  the Ghorost 
nala. 

( b )  The other running S.E., joining Routes in FVa-ziristan, 
Route 13 t o  Spinwarn, a t  the Dunikot tangi. 

NOTE.-Mr. J. S. Donald crossed the Shabak range in January 1895, and 
wrote a0 follows :- 

" From the Shabak plain into Khost there are two important roads whiclh 
lead over the main range which divides the Kurram valley from tile uorthcrn 
drainage of the Shalnil and Kaitn streams. The Shalnil and Knit11 :Ire the naines 
of one and the same stream which is known as the Shamil Jicar Rotkai ancl be- 
romes the Eaitu lower down. 

These two roads lead ovcbr the Sllina Algad and the Baia i  passes, hotll lil 
ior laden camels. On the Uhost, side these roads run through the ICarangi vallcj,. 
and the distance between the Shabak plain and tile Slian~il villages of  Lnildar 
and Sadili by these two roads is about 16 miles. To the soutli ot the Batai pass 
and close to the Kaisarn mountain is the Hassan Rhel Gawi road. By this road 
there is direct lateral communication between Kurrani and the country of the 
Hassan Khel Wazirs. By following t,his road the Wazir country can be entered 
without going through the limits of Afghanistan as fixed by the rccent demarca- 
tion. a d e n  camels can go up to the Hassan Khel Gawi pa% from Shabnli, 
but the descent into the Kaitu is steep and i t  is only passable for horsemen. Thc 
summer settlements of t,hc Wazirs, by this road, from Shabak, are about 16 miles, 
while their winter encampments are not more than 7 or 8 1nBes. Their flocks graze 
right up to the pass. Next to the Hassan Khel Qawi pass and to the south of the 
Kaisara mountain is the Lalaka pass. I rode up to the top of this pass and came 
to the conclusion that laden mules could go with difficulty. It could, however, 
with very little trouble be made passablc for laden ~nules. The descent into the 
Kawantra valley is the most difficult part of this route. To Ihc north-east, of 
the Lalaka is the Laruinai pass. The Larumai is situated on the ridge which 
divides the drainage of the Shabak plain froni that of the K;~nrantra nnrl C:aur 
Obo valleys which lie to tho south-west of Kllapianga. It is by far the casiest 
1,~'s in this neighboiirhoori :ill the routes to Tl1nl. Bilaud 1iht.l. JI~.d;inu~. 
Sllallr, Zaka go over it. In case i t  was e\  chr nccess:lry to SILL prisc thf. 1<;1l>nI 
Xhcl Wazirs from Alizai this route woultl nerve Illc ]~u'l)osv admirably. " 

r 
C) HAIDAR KHEL . . 12 m. Clan~el rout2. 

57 in. 
Gene1 ; \ l  rlirectioll W- Leaving Illati~r~ ci~lrnlping ground 

the road passes between the baxa, and a! mud-walled fort ; 
the road here is a made camel road and is kept in good 
repair with drainage ditches on either side ; soon dter  leaving 
the bmar a large walled garden is passed 011 the ri,oht and. op- 
posi :e this is a second mud-walled fort. The road now enters the 
Zadran (Jadran) country, following bhe northen side of the 
open ~ult~ivatad valley of t,he Xharnil (Kaitu) rirrr, tlescc:ld- 
ing a t  an almost imperceptible gradianl wit11 i~ i sny  village6 011 

either side. A t  about 8 miles a rat-ream joim the Ahamil from 
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the N.W. and here a long spur runs down from the hilh t o  
the N. and commands the road. At 9 miles pass the 
l-nins of an old fort on the left,. At 10 miles the dry Zani nala i B 

crossed ; no difficulty. 
A t  12 miles reach the Haidar Khel villages. 
Campingground.-For a division on a grassy plain on tlie 

,*ight of t,he r0a.d. 
Wafer.-For 2 infantry brigades, a t  least, with proportion of 

divisional troops, from the Rhamil river and from tributlary 
,st,reams from the N. 

Fuc7.-Plentiful within 3 miles of camp from the wooded 
I~ills t o  tlhe N. 

Fodder.-About 500 mannds bhusa normally available : good 
calm1 gazing. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds ~utlground wheat and barlev 
norinnlly procurable. 

6 CAMP ALMARAH : 11 m. Camel roaci. 

68 m. 

Road continues W, and gradually approaches " the left 
bank of the Sharnil. For the first 6 or 7 miles it is still a, 
good camel road, but is not kept up to  the same extent 
as in the last stage. It runs through an open, fertile, a.nd 

plain. A t  about 8 miles pass a sarui near left bank 
of river; opposite on the right bank is the village of Babrak 
Paian, the residence of Babrak, an influent is1 J a h a n  rnalik (1908). 
All villages below Babrak Paian are inhabited by Khost>\vals 
alld t l l r ~ ~ c  a l~o l~e  1,y ,Jedrans. Bcyond t l is  village hills con- 
nlence on tile rivlzt \3a:11< of the river. Continuing past tile -. sarai ;r goo~L l,osltion for a. csm),. on lligll ground, is reached 
at  about 11 miles. 

C a n l p i ~ y  groantl.--lior ;m infantry b r i ~ a d e  ni th  proportion 
of di~siollal  tl-oopr, on the positioii inentio~lecl. 

\\Tnler.-yor the- above forca ~ ~ O L U  the streilvl:l. 
, - " l e : ~ t , i f n l  \\.itllin 2 i~lilcs of calm]-, from the wroocied 

liills to the S. 
Bodder. - No details, probably not liing appreciable ; 
&&pplies.- fair camel grazing. 



7 BABRAK BALA .. 11 m. Camel road. 

Leaving camp the road, dill fit for camels, followa the 
l e f t  bank of the Shamil, general direction W. At &bout 
1 mile the hills, to the X. approach close to  th? river. At 
2 miles pass Almarah village 011 right bank lyingat the foot of a 
long spur, which commands the road up and down the valley. 
At about 4 miles pass Kahi village on the left bank opposito the 
junction, from the S*, of the Kahi stream with the Shamil. 
Abore this point the Shemil valley narrows and camels can only 
move with difficulty. At about 6 miles pass the village i f  
Babrak Miana, the former residence of Malik Babrak. At 11 
miles reach Babrak Bsla hamlets on left bank. 

Camping gr -und.--For 1 infantry brigade with proportioil 
of divisional troops on a good site. 

?Yafer.-For the above force from the Shamil stream. 
Fuel.-Plentiful from the wooded hills about one mile N. of 

camp. 

3 No details ; probably nothing appreciable. Supplies.- 

8 WAZHA .. 13 m. Camel road. 

The track, still fit for camels, conti~lues up the bed of  
the Shamil which makes a, bend to the N. W. The river- 
bed is full of smooth, round stones. no big boulders. For 
the first 6 miles the valley is fairly open, the hills on either 
side being easy and sparsely wooded. At six miles tlic Spil- 
gin n-rla joins the Sh smil on th? right bank, and in the angle 
formed by t'he two streams is the v i l la~e  of Darak. Froin Darak 
ths track follows the bed of the Shaulil t o  1'1 ::)iles where the 
two villages of Wazhrt are reacllcd, on the It-1 i, bank. Here 
a aara,i is i n  course of co:~structio;i (1906). Ti:? r.:dlcp is here, 
about 30QX wide. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops ; site is often partially under cultivation. 

Water.-For the above force at  lepst from the Shamil stream, 



R o h  No. 6-cm1C3. 

Fuel.-Plentiful within 1 mile of oamp. 
Fodder. - 
Supplie.9.- ) No details. 

Note.-From Darak to Wavha there is an alternative track which, though 
about 2 miles shorter, is onlv fit for rnu1r.s. This track leaves the Shamil at 
Darak, and follows up the right, bank of t311e Spilgin naln for about 3 mlles. 
Crossing the Spilgin i t  then leads over the spur in the V between the t\vo 
stresms by an easy path, and descends again to  the Shamil, rejoining the main 
road near Wazh?, . 

9 JADRAM HAMLETS.. 10 m. Camel road. 

General direction nearly due N. The track continues 
up the bed of the Shamil, continually crossing and recross- 
ing the stream (average depth 2' to 2&' in September). At 
about 9 miles i t  leaves the bed of the stream and ascends to 
level cultivation on the right bank, thus avoiding e bend in the 
stream. At about 10 miles reach a, cluster of Jadran hamlets 
near which there is :- 

Camping grouf~d.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops on cultivatod ground between the road and 
the right bank of the river. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the river. 
Fue2.-Plzntiful within 1 mile of camp, - 

) Probably nothing appreciable. Supplies.- i 

10 LALGUL .. 11 m. Camel road. 

The track continues for 1 mile over level cultivation 
and then descends again to the bed of the Shamil, i t  then 
ascends the lakter a t  a fairly easy gradient bo about mile 
4, the valley becoming more and more confined. A t  4 miles 
(elevation 7,950') the n c l ~  bifurcates. The tracli follows 
the more northerly of the two branches (almost dry in Septem- 
ber), and ascends to the summit of thc Khiddi (Khendi) 
Ghnkhai pass, reached at about 7 miles (10,160'). The gradient 
1s thus very severe, and the pass in its present condition would 
be difficult for camel transport a t  any time. The soil iu, 
bowever. soft and a mad wit4 easier gradients could easily be 
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made. Wooded hills rise on either side of the traok, but flanking 
parties could move along them without difliculty. 

The summit of the pass is open, the hills on the right (E.) 
rising only slightly above the level of the road and the range 
on this side havingegeneral downward trend ; to the left (W)  
the hills rise to a great height (12,640'). The range is well 
wooded, chiefly with chilgoza (edible pine) trees. Snow is said 
not to lie very deep on the pass and Ghilzai camels nre 
reported to be able to cross throughout the winter. 

The descent on the northern side is easy, the track leading 
oently downwards over spurs and undulating ground. ~ h t ?  
0 

foot of the descent is reached a t  about 9f miles, elevation 
9,650' ( i . e . ,  a drop of only 500 feet in 24 miles) ; at 11 miles reach 
; illage of Sardar La1 Gul Khan (Governor of Ha'riob in 1906), 
about 70 houses. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from an excellent spring on 
the road just beyond the village. 

Fuel.-In large quantities from the hills 2 miles distant, 
Fodder.--Fair camel grazing. 
Swpp2ies.-Nothing appreciable. 

11 GARDEZ . . 12 m. Camel road. General 
(7,611')- direction N .W. 

125 m. 

At about $ mile road crosses an under-feature of the maill 
range and continuea to descend gently, over undulating 
ground with gravelly soil to  the cultivated Koshin plain. At 
11 miles two detached hills are passed, to the right of the road 
a,ild opposite, to the left is the village of Jahandad Khan, the 
\i ell-known Ghilzai horse-dealer. The Spin or Sayega Rud 
is crossed at 11; mile8 by a very easy ford, and Gardez is reached 
r ~ t  about 12 miles. 

C:arclez, capitol and civil headquarters of Zurmat, is situated 
at the confluence of the Sapega and Altimur streams, which. 
11eIom- Gardez, is known as the Jilga river ; contains about 3,000 
houses, inhabitants mostly Tajiks with s few Ghilzais ; large 
bazar ; great, quantities of barley and wheat produced here and 
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bken to  the Kabul market, also ghi and flocks of sheep, Gardez 
receiving in return fruit, tobacco and cotton cloth. 

Two forts outside the town, older one occupied by khlasccdars, 
new fort by regular troops. This latter is situated on a mound 
commanding extensive view over surrounding flat country, 
but is itself commanded by hills 2 miles to the S. (on left 
bank of the Sapega) by which guns could easily be taken ; it 
stands among small fortified villages surrounded by cardens and 
fields irrigated from canals. Walls of the new fort 800X in 
circumference, 8' to 12' high and about 5' thick at the base ; 
no bastions or ditches ; 3 gates, but northern gatcialolie covered 
by traverse. Sapega Rud flows about 1 mile to the S. or 
this fort. 

Garrison in 1911 was as follows :- 
1 cavalry regiment armed with Martini carbines. 

1 battery field artillery of 6 muzzle loader guns, 3" to 4" 
bore, but ill-cared for and dusty. 

2 batfalions infantry armed with Martinis. 
There are no regular barracks, but rifles and ammunition are 
kept in the fort where one year's supplies of grain, etc., for the 
garrison are also stored. 

Canaping ground.-Several alterilrttive camping grounde, 
cltclz for a brigadeY1in vicinity of the fort. 

Water.-For a division OY more from both streams, and canals 
leading from the same. 

.Fuel.-Could be collected from surrounding hills within 
a distance of 5 miles, for a division for at least a month. 

Fodder.-KhasiZ daily duringlfarch and April for the horses 
of a cavalry brigade st least ; bhusa in large quantities ; camel 
grazing good. 

Supplies.-For a division for, say, one week. Gardez is 
collecting centre for grain (barley and wheat) which is sent 
to the Kabul marts, Large flooke of eheep and goate in 
anmounding villegee. 
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Vi& the Spin Tang pasa. 
26 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority.-Alizai to the Spin Tangi pass, Crosthwa it, 
1906 ; thence to Matun, Carr (Khost expedition, 
January 1879) and Maconochy, 1894. 

Epitome. 
General description.-probably the best line for a cart road 

from the Kurram valley into Khost. The road itself is far 
easier t l im that over the Shabak pass and it offers greater 
facilities for defence. 

Roxt7.-Csn~el road throughout. -At Alizai the Kurram 
river has to be forded which may cause temporary delay in 
case of spates; the only other obst~cle is the Spin Tangi. 
pass crossed in the first stage, which presents no difficulty 
Road open throughout the year. 

This route connects at ALizai with Route 28, Routes South of 
the Kabul River. 

Camping ground.-For 2 or 3 bati;aliom only a t  Sabari, the 
intermediate stage. 

Water.-~recirious at  Sabari, the intermediate stage, where 
transport animals might have to be watered a t  the Kaitu river 
3 miles S. of camp. - 

E1uel.--Scarce en route. 
Fodde~.-Only a, little c a u l  grazing en route. 

15 m. 1 
Leave the main road a t  Alizai, in stage 7 Route 28, 

Routes South of the Kabul River, and cross the Kwram river 
at  Bagzai village ; river always fordable except after very 
heavy rain. Road then runs S.W., sometimes in the bed, 
eometimes on the banks of the Khedand or Sarbalo stream.. 
At  about 4+ milw cross the Khadard Mela, a large open epaee 

Slcpp1,ies.----Nothinig en route. 
I 

No. 
of atsge 

and 
total di0- 

DETALL8. 

tance. 
. --. .. .. _. ( a__-_ ____ ,...-- - -- 

1 i SABARI .. 16 m. Camel road. 
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surrounded by low llills earily crowned and defended. This 
would makt1 n good camping ground ; there is a certain amourlt 
of water and more could probably be got by digging. Froni 
here the road follows the right bank of the nnla ; the valley is  
everyjr-here easy ant1 wit11 comparatively little work the 
road could be ~ n a d e  tit. for wl~eelcd artille;my. At 9 miles the 
road bifurcates ; tllc branch to  the right (tho prcscnt route) 
leads to tlle Spin Tsngi pass, that; to  the left runs due S. 
and a t  7 miles joins the main Routc 5 a t  Gllilzai village in stage 
3. Atl 9; miles tlllc Spin Tangi pass (4,028') is crossed ; ascent 
easy, tll; total rise from the Kurwm river to the crest. of the 
pass is only solne 800'. 

Road gradually descends, direction S.W., on to a level 
~zucultivated plain called Tor-i-Oba. At 13 miles Route 58 
joins this Route from the N.W. At 15 miles Sabari. 

Canzpijzg-grozi?~d.-Good and open; probably sufficient for 
2 or 3 battalions a t  least. 

Ifrafter.-Precarious ; i t  niigllt possibly 1 e necessary for all 
znirnals to be watered at the Kaitu kvcr 3 miles to  the S. 

Fziel.--Sufficient for the requirements of 1 inf antry brigade 
for the day, could probably be collected within 2 or 3 miles of 
camp, owring to tlle existence of l)a#tcllea o f  d~varf palm 
(nlnzrai). 

Fodder.- 1 No details ; probably nothing a.ppreciable ; 
S 11 p p l i ~ ~ . -  good canlel grazing. 

2 MATUN . . 11 m. Camel road, but difll- 
----- (3,892') cult after rain. 
2G m. 
Tlle road l>;tsses over a level plain, direction S.\bT., good in 

fine weather, but very bad for camels after rain. Leaving the 
Snbari valley i t  crosses s low kota,l and then runs 8. till the 
Kam l<llost naln, is crossed a t  5 miles. Thence S.jlT. to the 
villages of Bavi and Abkhel passed about 8 miles, when the 
12oad t u ~ ~ ~ s  s.\v. once lilore and conttinues lhus to Alntun. 

( 'a mping  ground. 7 
1Vater.- 
E'ue7.- 

I 

t T'ide Routc 5, st'age 4, 
Fodder.- 
~qupplies.  - I 

3QWSB 
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HAZIR PIR (KURR.AM) TO SABARI. 

18 miles. 2 stages. 
Authority.-Maconochy, 1894. 

Epitmze. 
General description.-One of the roads from the Kurram 

yalley into Khoat, and probably the best route into the Ichost 
valley if opposition is expected. Starting opposite Arawali, stage 
7 of Route 28, Routes South of tho Kabul River, i t  joins Route 
5-A, near its second stage and tog2ther with the last, stage of 
this route forms an alternativ? route from the ICurranl to  R'Iatuil. 

Rozd.--Good camel road tlwoughout. No obstacles encoun- 
tered. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For 1 illfantry brigade rtt Zer Ka~nrzr, 

the intermediate stage. 
Water.-Sufficient for ths  above force a t  Zer Ksmar. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Grass and forage procurable at Zer Kamar ; 

fair to  good camel grazing throughout. 
supplies.-N il .  - 
No. 1 

9 m. j 
Road for about ?i mile runs due S. down the Kurrarn 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

valley when it  nscen2.i and crosses s stony plateau and 
ridge, descending into the Sam Gokh valley a t  about 1-k 
miles. Thence across t'he valley, direct'ion still S., passing Kach 
a t  about 1$ miles ; a t  3 miles road turns S.W. maintaining this 

DETAII,~. 

direction to  end of the stage ; a t  about 4 miles it passes over a 
low ridge into the Sher~vani valley. At 5 miles another kotirl 

- - - - - - . - - -- --. - - - - - - - .-. 

I ZER KANAR 9 m. . . Camel road. 

is crossed and for t$lIe remainder of the stage the road runs 
among low hills, through which camels have to go in single file 
in places, crossing the Zer Kamar (Zeraki I<sma8r) near the 
end oE the stage. 

Camping ground.-Rat'her confined ; probably sufficient for  
1 infantry brigade. 
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Water.-Procurable in nula and more can be obtainod by 
digging ; probably tliwefore sufficient for the above force. 

Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Lit,tle grass procurable in summer ; good cahel  

grazing. 
Supplies.--No details ; probably nil. 

2 SABARI . . 9 m. Came! road. 

'18 m. 
Road coi~tinues S.W. through a labyrinth of low hills, 

A t  3 miles the Afghan border is crossed, after which the 
road emerges from the hill3 and runs over a stony plain, 
still S.W. which direction is maintained to  the end of the 
stage. At 7 miles t'he road joins Route 5-A along which i t  
continues to  end of the stage. At 9 miles Sabari. 

Camping ground.- 7 Ijrater.- 
Fue7.- t Vi!e Route 5-A, stage 1. 
Fodder.- I 

S U P  plies.- j 

ROUTE NO. 5-C. 

HAZIR PIR (KURRAM) TO MATUN. 
Vci Jaji   aid an and Yakubi. 

369 miles. 4 stages. 
Authority .-Khos t expedition, January 1879. 

Epitonze. 
General description.-Route traversed by the Khost valley 

column under General Roberts from the Kurram to Matun 'in 
January 1879. 

Road.-Camel road tllrougliout and could easily be converted 
into a cart road. The Khawanich rass crossed in the 4th stage, 
is the only obstacle encountered and presents no difficulty. 
Route open throughout tho year. 

Camping grot~nds.--For 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisio~lal troops at all intermediate stages. 



IValer.-For the above force at  least a t  all intermediate stages. 
1f7,uel. -Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Scarce, but grass is procurable in summer a t  Jaji 

Ifaidan and bi~zcsn a t  Nawar, stage 2 ; fair to good camel grazi1l.r . , 

throughout,. 
8~upplies.-Sothing appreciable except a t  Sawar, stage 12, 

~vliere 1,000 lllaunds unground grain generally procur;(.l?lo. 
For supplies, etc., a t  Matun, vicle Rout,e 5, stage 4. 

0 I 

of stage 1 
slid i 

total dis- 
tance. I 

I J A J I M A I D A N  10111. 4f. Camel road, easily --I convertible to cart road. 
10111. 4f. 

General direction N.W. Leaving Hazir Yir the road 
follo~vs the left bank of the Jaji Maidan river ; the road 
is good and very little labour would nlalre it fit for wheeletl 
artillery. The country generally throughout the stage con- 
sists of open, rolling hills with occasional small plains; 
the hills are stony and bare except for the low, dwarf 
palms. At 7 miles the Afghan frontier is crossed. Prom here 
a camel road runs due K. to Ahn~adzai in the Kurram valley 
about 16 miles distant, passing the Lakka Tigga frontier post a t  
2 miles and crossing the Darwazagai pass a t  10 miles. At 10; 
miles Jaji Maidan, consisting of a cluster of 7 villages situatecl 
in a small basin surrounded by easily accessible hills; the whole 
basin is under rice cultivation. 

Cnn~ping ground.--No place for the t,roops to encamp except 
in tlie rice fields, which from January to August are dry and very 
suitable for a camp ; probably sufficient for an infantry brigade 
with proport ion of divisional troops. 

Wcrter.---For the ahore force and more fro~il tlie Jnji Maidan 
river. 

Fuel.--Scarce. 
Fodder.-Grass scarce, but an appreciable amount n-AS 

broughtin by villagers in 1879 for sale when the Kllost valley 
column halted a t  Jaji Maiclan. C4oocl cqnicl grazing. 

Supplies.-M il 



2 NAWAR - 11 m. Camel road, easqily 
-- convertible to a cart 

21111. 4f. road. 

General direction S.iIT. Between Jaji Maidan and Nawa.r 
the road passes over the Dunni kotal, the only bit of the route 
where opposition would be likely. Practicable for everything 
but wheels. The hills are devoid of cover. 

Immediat,ely beneath the camp, running through the Jaji 
Maidan valley, is a deep ntzla which delayed the camels very 
much. The road for 44 miles is up a fairly open valley with easily 
accessible hills on either side, and with several small villages 
in it,, till the kotctl is reached by a gentle ascent. Three more 
nalas are pa,ssed in the valley, but they can all be easily crossed 
by nlakiiig a detour. The bills on either side are bare, not 
pra~t~icable for cavalry, but are easy for infantry. The Eotal 
is a low ridge, commanding a fine view of the Khost val le~.  
The descent is st,eep and rough for the first ~llile; it t,hen passes 
along the t'op of a spur from the kotal range for about 2 mile 
where the road descends into the bed of the large river, which 
runs througll this part of the Khost district. The main valley, 
a broad open plain studded with numerous villages and covered 
\\-it'll ~ultivat~ion, is now entered. 

The climate of the Khost valley is markedly warmer than 
that of Kurram. 

Cumping ground.-On good dry ground near the village of 
Kawar ; probably sufficient for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with 
1-roportion of divisional troops. 

1t'crter.-Sufficient for the above force from the stream. 
Ir'tce2.-Scarce. 
Fodclcr.--About 1,000 maunds bhusa should nor~nally b 

procural)le here ; good camel grazing. 
Supplies.--KO details, but it is probable that in this culti- 

vated valley a't least 1,000 maunds unground grain could be ool- 
lected from the villages within a few miles of Nawar. 

3 YAKUBI .. 6 m. Camel road, easily con- 
-- vert,ible to a cart road. 

27111. 4f. 
Road now runa due S., over an opeti plain ; mad i s  

good but on nearing Yakubi the pla,in is covered with ealtpctrcb, 
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efflorescence, and dangerous bogsm8bound, so 'much so that the 
cavalry flankers of General Roberts? force had to be recalled. 
It is therefore import,ant to remember that the transport 
should adhere closely to the road. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops on the right bank of the stream which flows 
just N. of Yakubi. 

Water.-For t,he above force a t  least from the stream ak,ove 
ref erred to. 

Fuel.- 
$'odder.- So  details ; probably nothing a'ppr::ia ble ; 
Supplies.- J good camel grazing. 

4 MATUN . . 9 m. Camel road. Easily 
(3,892') convertible to a cart 

36m. 4f. road. 
Road continues due S. over an open plain. At 3 miles 

the Khawanich pass which leads through a low range of hills ; 
110 difficulty. Leaving these low liil1s the road once more emerges 
on to an open plain over which it runs, direction still due S. 
At 9 miles Matun, the capital of Khost. 

Camping ground. 
Water.- -1 
Fuel.- \ Vide Route 5, stage 4. 
Fodder.-- 
8zcpplies.- 

ROUTE No. 6. 
STAHA BIB1 (TOCHI VBLLEY) TO GHAZN1. 

Via the Kotanni pass. 
92 11ailes. 10 stages. 

Authority.--Stage 1 C:ockerill, 1897 ; native informa- 
tion, 1897 ; thereafter native surveyors, 1907 and 
1908. 

Rpitome. 

General description.-The main through route from the 
Tochi valley to Ghazni. It connect,s a t  Stara Bibi with  rout,^^ 

in Wuziriutnn, Rout,e 3, and i t  is reported that theso two routes 
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offer tlie best alignment for a permanent cart road from the 
Tochi to  Kabul or Ghazni. 

Road.-First two stages canlel road; thence to  Patanna, 
stage 6, calnel road easily convertible to  a cart road ; Patanna to  
Ghazni unnletalled cart road 12', trenched on either side. 

The following obstacles are encountered : - 
( i )  Several sinall kotnls or narais in t'lle 2nd stage: no clim- 

culty. 
( i i )  Kotanni pass (8,000'), in the 4th s tnge ; ascent and 

descent easy, pass always open. 
(iii) Jilga river forded in the 8th stage; no d i f f i c ~ l t . ~  even 

after rain. 
Route open througllout the year. 
Water.--For a division a t  stages 2 and 8, and at  Ghazni, 

for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportiion of divisional 
troops a t  the remaining stages. 

Fzre2.-Plentiful a t  stages 3 and 4 ; otherwise very scarce 
throughout. 

Fodder.-Khasil in spring daily for tthe horses of a cavalry 
brigade; b h w a  to  an appreciable extent a t  stages 2, 5, and 8 ;  
good camel grazing throughout except in winter when i t  would 
bo very scarce. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to  an  appreciable 
extent a t  stages 2,5,  and 8 ; for supplies, etc., a t  Qhazni see stage 
10. 

No. I 
of stage 

D s ~ a r ~ s .  
total  di4- 
lance. , 

__--  - - - -  - - - - - -- - - 

1 GUL MIR . .  9 m. Camel road. 
-- 
9 In. 

Leaving Stara Bibi the road u-hicli is easy alld open follows 
the Lwara. Algad, direction S. \IT. A t  4 t  miles the Afghan 
frontier is crossed a t  the watershed 'just S. of Usman Kusht;  
at this point Route 6-B joins this route from the N. from 
Mir Tsappnr. The road then descends intoo the valley of the 
Dangai Algad down which the road contlinues. At  9 miles a 
Paipali village, known as Unl Mir in 1897, 20 houses, 



Canzping ground.--Probably sufficient for one infantry brigade 
with proportion of divisional troops, on an open space X. of the 
a.4 llagc. 

Water.-For the above force at  least from the D ~ r g a i  stream 
19 miles S. of camp and from a knrez. 

F2lel.-A limited supply of wood available. 
Podcler.--Good camel grazing. 
iVupplies.--Nil. 

2 PIR KOTI . . 11 m. Camel r o d .  

General directioli W. From Gul Mir's village t ~ o  roadR 
lead towards Guian (Gyan) one along the stream, t'he other by 
the hill to  the N. ; the former is easier, but longer. Gyan (200 
houses) is about 4 miles W. of Gul Mir's village. Here t,her.c 
IS- 

Camping grounc1.-Por 1 infantry brigade with proport ion of 
divisional troops on a good site. 

Water.-For the above force from the stream. 
Fzte1.-No details. 
Fodder.-No details, but it is probable that an appreciable 

amount of bhusu could be collected here, good camel graz- 
ing. 

Supplies.-Probably a few hundred maunds unground grain 
normally procurable. 

Beyond Guian the road crosses some cultivation, and is easv 
and fit for camels, gradually rising again into the hills. T& 
Lighest narai is called the Inzak narai which is four hours 
from Guian (some 4 miles by tlie map). This is very high anti 
difficult and the road narrows. Beyond the Inzak 7atr?.a;, 

s spring, called Aspi Dor, is reached, which is half-way between 
Guian and Pis Koti. There is no cultivation and no village. 
The road then winds about in the hills, and passes t~llrough several 
ktotals called Kezh~va narai and Manra narai, and then opens out, 
into the Pir Koti plain. Fronl Gull Mir's village lo Pir Kot i 
is some 8 to 10 hours' march for camels, but thc distar~ce hy tht. 
map can scarcely exceed 11 miles. It is a difficult. marcll. 

Fir Koti (500 houses) on the left bank of the Mastoi. It is 
a large maidan nith 6 or 7 villages in cloee proximity. Many 
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water-mills: inhabitants, Kakars, Sulaiman Khel, Zadrans, 
Khsrotis, and Saiyids. 

NOTE.-Accordin:: to Douglns, there is another road from Lwara to Pk Koti 
which leads down the Dangai Algitd to its junction with the Mastoi, and thence up 
the nIastoi. This l:tt,ter part was said to be quite easy for camels, but Browne 
says the road is scarcely used except by men on foot, as the valley is very narrow 
and winding, with frequent, lanais which are inlpassable in the rains. There are 
soveral sinall villages on strips of cultivation along both banks. 

Camping ground.-Probably sufficient room for a division, 
on a large maidan. 

Water.-Probably sufficient for a division from several 
knrexes and the river. 

Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Probably 500 ~naunds bhusa normally procurable ; 

good camel grazing. 
S7~pplies.-At least 500 maunds unground wheat and barley 

should normally be available. 
The following roads radiate from Pir Koti :- 
(i) Through the Jadran country by the Manzhai narai 

(a high pass) down the Shamil Algad to  Matun-4 
days' march. 

(ii) To Margha vid the Gurbezhai narai (vide Route 6-A, 
Note a). 

(iii) to Urgun- 
( a )  By the Pozhai narai, very df icul t  for camels, but 

much used by men on foot ; 
( b )  through Ghandai and Balisho. R o d  level and easy 

the whole way. 

3 SHAHTORAI . . 9 m. Camel road, easily 
convertible to a oart 

29 m. road. 
Leaving Pir Koti the road changes its direction and now 

leads due N. up a vide valley, with no cultivation or ravines 
to cross ; road very easy for camels. To the E. are high hills in- 
habited by Kharotis. At. 6 miles Pushtai and a t  9 miles 
Shahtorai, both Kharoti villazes. Here there is a fort about 
1 mile 7V. of the cemetery. 

Camping ground.-No information, but there is probably 
room for one infantry brigade with proportion of divisionel 
troops on the plains. 
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Water,-For the above force a t  least from a stream near camp. 
Fuel.-Wood to a considerable extent could be brought 

in from the hills to the E. within 2 or 3 miles of camp. 
Fodder.-No information ; probably good camel grazing. 
S u p  plies.-Nil. 
At Shahtorai Route 6-A joins this Route from the S.E. 
4 S A N G A R  . . 9 m. Camel road easily 

-- convertible tjo a cart 
38 m. road. 
Leaving Shahtorai the rcad chanses its direction orxe more 

and now leads dce W., direct for the Kotanni pass over the 
Sarafsar range. At 6 miles the foot of the pass is reached; the 
range a t  this point runs nearly N. and S. and is crossed 
by the road a t  riglzt angles. The country between Sangar and 
this range of hills consists of an open undulating plain, offering 
no obstacle to the movement of troops. At tlie foot of the pass 
there is a site for an alternative camp, and near by there used to  
be (1897) the temporary village of Gulidin, a Kharoti Ghilzai. 
Here there is- 

Carnping ground.-On a large maidan near a good spring; 
probably sufficient room for at least one or two infantry brigades, 
with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Probably sufficieh for the above force, from the 
spring referred to. and also from a stream flowing along the foot 
of the hills. 

Fuel.-Wood plentiful; the hills in the Sarafsar range are 
wooded, hence wood to a very considerable extent could be 
brought in from within 2 or 3 miles of camp. 

Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nil ; there is no cultivation. 
Leaving this camp the ascent of the Kotai~ni nurai is immcdi- 

ab ly  commenced. The road follows a nala bed, gradient 1 in 20, 
and is very easy, having been improved by the Amir ; camels 
are able to cross the pass even in winter. At 7$ miles after 
an ascent of a mile and a quarter the kotal is reached ; height by 
aneroid 8,000'; ziarat on the left (W.) of the road ; kotal is enclosed 
by low hills, those to the N. being the higher. The dcscent of 
the pass on its western face is also very easy, gradient I in 25. 
The road now descends on to a large, open plain, across which 
the road runs, direction N.W. At  9 miles Sangar, a collection 
of Kharoti houses, with the usual type of fortified sarai ( h o w n  



locally as robat) ; sarai, 300X square, 3 faces loopholed for a total 
of 150 rifles, garrison (1911) 8 sepoys. 

Camping ground.-Por one infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops on level ground W. of the sarai. 

Water.-Abundant for the above force from a stream adjoin- 
ing the sarai. 

Fuel.-To a considerable extent horn the wooded Sarabrtr 
hills within 1 or 2 miles of camp. 

Fodder.-No details; probably fair camel grazing. 
Supp1ie.s.-Nil. 
From Sangar the following routes radiate:- 
Route 6-D, which rum nearly due N. to  Gardez. 
Route 6-E, which forms an alternative route to stagea 

5 and 6 of this main route (Route 6). 

5 SARAFSAR .. 8 m. Camel road easily 
-- convertible to a cart 
46 m. road. 
Leaving camp, the s t eam which is always fordable, has to be 

crossed imnzediately ; no difficulty ; the road then continues N.W., 
over the plain. At 4 miles Sultani is'passed, 2 miles W. of road ; 
throughout this stage the country consists of an open, uncul- 
tivated plain; at 8 miles the large group of villages known as 
Sarafsar, also as Shah Saruf, Sarfaraz and Sarup Sher ; 800 houses ; 
inhabitants Kharo ti and Sulairnan Khel Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.-No details, but i t  is probable there is 
camping space here for at least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops, if not more. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least from the Faltoi stream, 
1 mile E, of camp, 

Fuel.h-7 o details. 
Fodder.-No details ; but about 500 maunds bhusa should 

normally be procurable. 
Supplies.-It is probable that a t  least 500 rnaunh unground 

grain could ordinarily be collected from these villages. A large 
amount of camel transport is also to be obtained here. 

6 PATANMA .. 9 m. Camel road, easily 
- convertible to a cart 
55 m. road. 
The road continues over on open plain, direction N.W. 

and pusses several Sulairnan Khel villages, surrounded by their 



own cultivation. At 2 miles a well known spring is passed on 
the left of the road. At 9 miles Patanna (or Pnltanna) wlich 
consistis of 2 small fortified hamleh on the right bank of the Palt 
stream. 

Camping ground.-For at  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops on an open plain. 

Water.--For the above force a t  least from Palt stlream. 
Fuel.-Nil. 
Fodder.-Probably good camel grazing on the plain. 
Supplies.-No details. 
At Patama Route 6-E, an alternative route from Sangar 

(stage 4) rejoins this route. 

7 KALA IBRAHIMZAI . . 10 m. Unmetalledcart road 
-- 12', trenched on either 
66 m. side. 
The road still continuing N. W., now enters on the Zurmat 

plain which it  traverses as far as Band in the nest stage ; this plain 
is devoid of all obstacles. At 3 miles Kala Haclianna (12 houses) ; 
at 4 miles Kala Ghundia (15 houses) ; a t  5 miles the Sulaitnan 
Khel village of Suwas ; here small irrigation channels cross the 
road from the N. At 11 miles Kala Ibrahiluzai (10 houses) on 
theright of the road. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Sufficient for this force from irrigation channels and 
karezes. 

Fuel.-Nil ; dung cakes and thorn bushes are used by the in- 
habitants for fire-wood. 

-Fodder.-Probably good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-No details. 
In summer about 1,000 camels and 200 donkeys arc always 

procurable here, ,but in winter the Powi?zdal~s migrab Lo India 
with their transport!. 

8 KALA NIAZ . . 8 m. Unmetalled cart road 
12', henched on either 

73 m. side. 
Road continues N.W. over the Zurrnat plain. *4t 3 miles 

road rises slightly among low hillocks and then descend3 to the 
Jilga river reached at 4 miles. Here Zurmat ends and Shilghar 



begins. On the left bank of the river is the GkLilza.i village of 
Band (40 houses). Here there is- 

camping ground.-Probably for 1 or 2 infantry brigades 
with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Probably for a division from the Jilga river. 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-An appreciable quantity of bhusa procurable. Fair 

camel grazing. 
Supplies.--Unground grain to some comiderable extent 

always available. 
At Band Route 4-F, from Gardez'joins this route, coming 

in from the N. E., and hereafter to  Ghazni i t  is identical with 
the present route. 

Immediately after leaving Band the Jilga river is forded. 
In August 1907, there was only a few inches of water in the stream 
and in August 1908 there was 2 feet of water, when the river was 
muddy and swollen ; banks low and easy ; opposite Band, on 
the right bank of the river is the Ibrahimzai village of Mursal 
Ghundai (50 liouses); paths run along both banks of the 
river t o  the Sllilgllar villages. Across (N. of) the Jilga the country 
is slightly unclulat,ir~g. A t  6 miles Sultan Bagh (20 houses), 
at  7 miles Kala Hiuddin, N.'of the road, at 8 miles Kala Tamba 
and at 9 miles I h l a  Niaz (25 houses) on the left of the road; 
inliabitants mostly ~brahiiukai ~hilzais. 

Camping g~~oz~~~cl.-For 1 illfantry brigade only, and units 
may have to bc scattered. 

Water.-For the above force from a spring. 
Fuel.-Nil. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-No details. 

9 ABDUR RAHMAN 10 m. Unmetalled cart road 
12'. 

88 m. 
Road continues N.W., and this direction is ~naintained 

throughout to Ghazni. At 1 mile Ksla Sarandhz (15 houses). 
A t  1+ miles Kala Janai (20 houses) and a t  2 mileg Kala L& 
(2  houses) on the I ight of the road. All the above are Andar 
Ghilzai villages. The coulltry is open and occasionally undulat - 
inp and no obataclca are encountered; water is obtainable 



along the road from karezes. A t  6 miles Godallai (30 houses) 
on the left of the road ; here several irrigation cuts cross the 
road, the water flowing from the S. At 11 miles the Andar 
Ghilzai village of Abdur Rahman (50 houses). 

camping ground.--E'or 1 infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops on a good site. 

Water.-For a t  least twice the above force from the stream 
and several karezes. 

Fuel.-Ver y scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
8ztpplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

10 GHAZNI . . 9 m. Unmetalled cart road 
-- (7,279'). 12'. 
92 m. 
At 24 miles the Sulaiman Hhel village of Arzu (60 

houses), and at 3 miles Shalez conspicuous by its fort. On 
the 23rd April 1880 Sir Donald Stewart with 14 infan- 
try brigades, 1 cavalry brigade, one battery Royal Horse 
Artillery and 1 molzntairi battery inflicted a severe defeat 
on a large body of Afghans holding the villages of Arzu 
and Shalez. Prom Shalez ,? camel track runs N.E. to Gardez. 
At 6 miles Kala Abdul Ahmad, a fort on the right of the 
road built in 1908 by a mirza of t,llat name, who has added a 
large garden, enclosed by a wall, just outside the fort. Ncaring 
Ghslzni several suburbs are passed. At 10 miles Ghazni. 

GRAZNI (7,279') Population 6,000, Garrison (191 2) 1 regiment 
cavalry (Logari), 1 mountain battery, 2 battalions infantry, (a  third 
" Herati " battalion proceeded to  Herat in 1910 and is unlikely 
to  be replaced). Garrison commanded by a General. Ghazni 
is situated on the left bank of the river of the same name; 
town once so famous now decayed and of nomilitary strength ; 
shaped like an irregular square with total circuit of 2,175X (ex- 
clusive of fort), surrounded by a l igh wall 30' high. 

F o ~ t  is perched on an abrupt, detached knoll, 150' above 
the plain, on the N. side of the city, which it  commands com- 
pletely; fort circular with 3 gates, broad enough to admit carts, 
no bastions ; outside walls varying from 10' to 24' high, generally 
about 44' thick, encircled by a moat 20' to 30' broad, 10' deep, 
though it has silted up greatly in places. Supplyd of water very 
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bad and confined to  one woll which is sometimes dry. Follow- 
ing extracts fro111 a report by an Engineer officer of Sir Donald 
Stewart's force, dafed April I880 gives an idea of the fortress 
tjllen ; as far as i t  is lrnown it  is in the same conditioil a t  the present 

b b day. A ruined citadel, broken and use1zs-s par,zp2ts, cracked 
and tumbled down towers, crulxbling curtain ~vs!ls and a silted up 
ditch, are all that  remain of the once famous stronghold of Glzazl~i 
........ No further denzolihion would render Ghazni less im- 
portant than it is as a fortress, and taking illto consideration 
its very defective construction, and the fact that  from its situ- 
ation a command of fire and observation will always be obtain- 
ahle over the whole of it, no amount of repair could give it any 
real importai;ce or causc any loss of t h e  in raducing it." 

The river flows past JV. face of the fort. I11 April 1911 it 
was 50x broad, 3' deep ; sandy bed with pbbles ; right bank 
4' to 6' high, left bank flush with the river ; excellent water, 
but decreases greatly in summer. There is a bridge over thc river 
close t'o thk W. angle of the town ; bridge 4ZX long, roadway 
15' wide, and 10' above the water, supported on wooden piles, 
strongly built, fit for all wheeled traffic and is never damaged 
by floods. 

Camping grounY.-For a division ; the British camp in 1880 
was about 1 mile N.E. of the town. 

Water.-For a division and more from the Ghazni river. 
Fuel.-Very scarce ; mood is usually not t o  be had for fuel 

and its place is supplied by thorny scrubs which grow in the 
surrounding country. 

FoZder.-Grass nil; lchasil for horses of 1 cavalry brigade 
at least daily between the 15th March and 15th May; about; 
, 0 0 0  maunds bBzrsa normally procurable. Camel grazing ex- 
cellent except in  winter. 

Supplies.-The food supplies normally available a t  (f ha zni 
are :- 

Ata .. . . . . . . 800 maunds. 
Dal . . . . . . . . 5 0 :  ,, 
G71i . . . . . . . . 200 , 9 9 

Salt . . . . . . . . 80 ? ,  

Wheat . . . . . . 4,000 : ,, 
Barley . . . . . . 5,000 : y 2  

Rice . . . . . . . . 500 ? )  



On the capture of Qhazni by the army of the Indus in 1839 
500,000 lbs. of ~vhvhsat, and ?~arley and about 80,000 lbs. of flour 
were found in tile placs. 

ROUTE NO. 6-A. 

-DOT01 (TOCHI VALLEY) TO SHAHTORAI. 
Vid Urgun. 

52 miles. 5 stages. 
Authority.-Stage 1, I<emball and Coclrerell, 1897 ; 

thereafter native surveyors, 1907 and 1908. 
Epitome. 

General description.-An alternative route from the Tochi 
valley to the first section of the through Route 6, which is join- 
ed a t  its 3rd stage. It is also part of a Pozoindah route between 
the Tochi and Kabul. It connects a t  Dotoi with Routes in 
Waziristan, Route 1. 

Road.-1st stage, mule road; thence camel road throughout 
with the exception of the first 4 miles of the last stage which 
is an unmetalled cart road 12'. 

The following obstacles are encountered allong the route : 
(i) Landslips near Taki in the 1st stage, making this por- 

tion,..of the road difficult even for mules. 
(ii) Kota2 in the 4th stage marking the Wazir-Afghan 

boundary ; no difficulty. 
(iii) Several streams forded ; temporary obstruction pos- 

sible after heavy rain. Route open throughout the 
year. 

Canaping ground.-For a division at-stage 4 ; for 2 infantry 
brigades with proportion of divisional troops a t  stages 1 and 
2 and for half that force a t  stage 3. 

Water.-For a division a t  stages 2 and 4, and for at  least, 
2 infantry brigades with proportion of divieional iiroops a t  the 
remaining intermediate stages. 

Pue2.-Scarce throughout : hills in last stages wooded with 
chilghoza. 

Fodder,-KhiZ a t  Margha (stage 2) and probably a t  Ur- 
gun (stage 4) for horses of s oavalry regiment daily during 
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March and April; bhusa a t  Margha about 500 maunds and in 
large quantities a t  Urgun ; fair camel grazing throughout. 

Supplies.-At Margha f stase 2) supplies for an infantry 
brigade for a t  least 1 week and a t  Urgun (stage 4) possibly for a 
division for 2 or 3 days. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

Leaving Dotoi, road runs up the Margl~a stream, direc- 
tion S.W. along the Afghan border; bed is very narrow 
and the stream is crossed frequently. At 2 miles pass the 
mouth of the Sind Algad, up which is the easiest route into 
the Zawe valley (Routes in n7aziristan, Route 41). At 
6 miles Domandi, a t  the mouth of the Gorwekh ravine, up 
wllicll a road (Routes in ViTazilistan, Route 42) leads to Mang- 
rot.ai in Birmal. At 6 miles Gulin, a large Macha hamlet on the 
left bank, and a t  6$ miles Taki, the last Madda Khel village in 
this direction, on the right bank. Here the frontier is crossed, 
the road passing into Afghan territory. About mile beyond 
Taki there have been heavy landslips on the left bank. The 
river-bed becomes narrow and impassable, the road accord- 
ingly rises over a landship called Kamkai (or small) Maramuli 
Ghasha; path narrow and steep but passable for mules. About 
200X further on, the road again leaves the river-bed, and rises 
over the Loi (or big) Maramuli Ghasha ; higher and more difficult 
than the Kamakai Maramuli. At 73 miles the Paipali village 
of Piyaodin, where there is a khasadar post : garrison 1 officer 
and 50 men. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the Margha 
stream. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-No information. 
Supplies.-A few supplies can usually be obtained, 

' 

DETAILS. 

1 

7m. 4f. 

PIYAODIN .. 7 m . 4 f .  33uloroad. 



ROUTE NO, 6-A-contd. 

2 MARGHA .. 10m.4f. Camelroad, 

Road continues S.W. up the Margha valley crossing the 
stream several times (2' deep in November 1908), and leav- 
ing it occasionally to cross a spur; road easy and no 
kotals, but with high hills on the left of the road. Many 
temporary villages of the Kabul Khel Wazirs passed on tho 
way, but there is little or no cultivation till near Margha, where 
the country is highly cultivated. At 7& miles a few Paipali 
forts. At 8; miles the hills open out and a t  9 miles the road 
crosses to the right bank ; no difficulty in fording the stream. At 
106 miles Marglla (300 houses), a square walled village belong- 
ing to the Saifali section of the Kabul Khel Wazirs, It is tho 
principal settlement in Birmal and the Amir has an agent here. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. P 

Water.-For a division from the river, which is joined here 
by several streams. 

Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-In March and April khasil daily for the horses 

of 1 cavalry regiment ; 500 maunds bhusn normally available ; 
fair camel grazing. 

Supplies.-500 maunds unground grain usually procurable ; 
alsi, ata, ghi and rice s d c i e n t  for 1 infantry brigade for at 
least a week; about 500 sheep and a large number of fowls 
always procurable. 

3 Camp RAH-I-KHAR.. 12 m.-Camel road. 

Leaving Margha the road runs nearly due N. sad a t  2 
mile crosses the Margha river ; 2' deep and 15' wide in Novem- 
ber 1908. Valley here is 1& miles wide flanked by high hills ; 
the road runs through cultivation for mile, and begins 
to ascend the hills on the N. side of the valley a t  1% miles ; 
ascent easy but ground much broken and unfit for wheels. 
A t  6 miles the Mastoi river i s  reached and is crossed twice ; 



no difficulty. A t  64 mileg Daran Kala, where the road turns 
sharply S.W. and crossing a spur leaves the Mastoi valley. 

NOTE (a).-From Daran Rala a camel track continues nearly due N:, 
up the Mastoi valley, and over the Gurbezhai mrai, an easy pass to Pir Kot~ ,  
stage 2 of Route 6, which is reached a t  7 miles, thus forming a connection between 
the present Route ( 6 - 8 )  and the main through Route 6. 

The road now is known as Rah-i-Khar and continues S.W, 
to the end of the stage, reached a t  12 miles, 

Camping ground.-Por one infantry brigade with proportion 
of divisional troops. 

Water.-For double the above force from the Khar Algad. 
Puel.-Scarce. 
Podder.- No information ; probably nothing appreci - 
Supplies.- ) able. 
4 URGUN . . 12 ma--Camel road. 

Road runs up a ravine with steep hillsides, direction 
S.W. A t  29 miles a kotal is reached, this is the Wazir- 
Afghan boundary. The ascent ,and descent of the pass are 
easy, but road would require improvement before being 
passable by wheeled artillery. 1Shortly after the pass is crossed 
the road begins to bear away N.W., which direction is maintained 
to Urgun. The descent of the pass is very gradual and con- 
tinues for 3 miles when the road emerges from the hills to a 
sloping plain (darnan) on which there is good camel grazing 
and several Kharoti kirris. At 9 miles the Len Rud is crossed 
and a t  109 miles, Deh Shalkha~ (50 houses) is passed. At 124 miles 
the large, fortified town and-civil station of Urgun (1,000 houses) 
where the governor of the district resides ; inhabitants mostly 
Tajiks, though the surrounding country outside is occupied 
by Kharoti Gllilzais. There are 2 powder and 3 flint-gun manu- 
factories here : garrison (1908) 2 squadrons cavalry, 6 moun- 
tain guns, 3 battalions infantry and 900 khasndars, a weekly 
post runs between Urgun and Kabul and is said to take 8 days 
on the road, 

Camping ground.-Por a division on large plain outside the 
town. 

Water.-Probably sufficient for a division from ca stream Em 
of the town and from several karexes. 



.l?ueZ1-Very scarce. 
Fodder,-Bhusa to a large extent ; excellent camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Supplies of all sorts are available in large yuanti- 

ties, probably a a c i e n t  for a division for 2 or 3 days, but flour 
for the troops is imported from Zurmat. 

At Urgun 4 other routes converge, as follows :- 
(i) From Pir Koti- 

(a) a short route vici the Yozhai Narai ; very difficult 
for camels, but much used by men on foot ; 

( b )  a longer route, along open ground the whole way, 
through the village of Balisho (20 houses), and 
thence to Urgun, quite easy going. 

(ii) From Sarafsar, through Sultani, Roshun village (20 
houses) and by the Zameh kotal, 14 miles from Urgun. 
The Eotal is difficult on the E. side and the track 
lies over rock for 500 yards. It is fit for mules only. 
Thie route is very difficult owing to frequent ab- 
rupt ascents and descents. 

(iii) From Kamkai Sarafsar, said to be fit for laden camels. 
(ic) Route 6-C from Shakin. 

5 SHAHTORAI . . 10 m. First 4 miles un- 
metalled cart road 20') 

52 m, thence camel road. 

General direction N.W. Leaving Urgun the road leads 
for the first 4 miles across the open Urgun plain, after which 
it enters the hills and follows up the bed of the Shalltorai nala ; 
the stream has to be forded periodically and normally present's 
no obstacle as the banks are low and easy, but after heavy rain 
it is temporarily unfordable. At  5& miles high hut; not steep 
bills, wooded with chilghoxa, shut in the road on either hand. 
Between the 6th and 7th miles some broken bridges with fords 
alongside. At 10 miles the road joins the through Route 6 a t  
Shahtorai (stage 3). 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 

1 
I ' Vide Route 6, stage 3. 

Fodder.- I. 
Supplies.- I '  

J 



ROUTE NO* 6-Be 

MIR TSAPPAR TO GUL MIR. 

15 miles. i stage. 

Epitome. 

General description.-Route through Afghan territory from 
Mir Tsappar which joins thc main through route from the 
Tochi to  Ghazni (Route 6) in its first stage. 

I2oad.-Mule road, possibly also passable for camels. No 
obstacles met with, route open throughout the year. 

Camping ground.-7 
bVater.- 
Fuel. - I 

(There is no intermediate stage. 
Fodder .- 
Sz~pplies.- i I 

2 

No. , 
of stage 

and 1 DETAILE. 
t,otsl dis- i 

tance. I 
, ,------ - 

1 i GUL MIR .. 16111. Mule road, probab- 
i 

- _ - !  ly also passable for 

Tlic iiiost direct routo descends the Mir Tsappar Algad for 3 
miles to  Yucha Mela, i t  then turns S.W. and after crossing three 
low Icota,Zs, descelicls into a dry lzalc~ called Shangai a t  6 i  miles, 
fol lo~vsdownit to  the S.\7CT., to  10 miles. Here Ihe Shangai 
is joined by another branch and the road follows the stream 
t'urning slzarp to  the left tl~rough a narrow fangi. Two miles 
further on Usinan I<usht is reached, s ruined fort and open 
ground above stream 011 left bank. Stream here called Sar- 
kanciao, i t  drains into the Dangar Algad, and the latter into the 
Mastoi, and this is the routc to Urgun. Usman Kusht is 
tt little N. of the road. Usuiail Kuslzt can also be reached by 
following the Mir Tsappar Algad down for 8) miles to  the upper 
Zhambai Khel villages, wlience there is an easy road across 
Lwarrt. 



At Usman Kusht the main Route 6 is joined which is 
followed for 3 miles to Gul Mir, the first stage of that  route, 

Camping ground.--] 
Water.- 
Fuel. - 1 Vide, Route 6, stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 

I 
J 

ROUTE NO. 6-C. 

SHAKIN TO URGUN. 

Vid the Spidar narai. 
33 miles. 3 stages. 

Authmity .-Browne, from native information, 1897. 
Epitome. 

General direction.-A direct route connecting S. Waziristan 
with Urgun (Route 6-A, stage 4) in the first instance, and wid 
Urgun with Ghazni and Gardez. Information is only from 
native sources and is very incomplete. 

Road.-Said to  be fit for camel transport throughout. The 
Spidar narai in the 2nd stage is the only obstacle encountered ; 
i t  presenta no real difficulty. Route open throughout the 
year. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  both inter- 
mediate stages. 

Water.-Sufficicnt for an infantry brigade a t  both inter- 
mediate stages. 

Pwe1.-Scarcc tllroughout. 
$odder.-Fair camel grazing along thc mliolc route. 
Supplies.--Nil. 
No. 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

DETAILS. 

_ _ _  _---- 
1 \ CAMP . . 12 m. Camel road. 



Leaving Shakin the road runs due N. parallel t o  a low 
range of hills which'flanks the road on the W. At 4 miles tho 
road follows the hills which bend N.W. At about 12 miles 
there is a good site for a camping ground. 

Camping ground.-Probably for an infantry brigade, a t  least. 
Water.-For the above force from a stream near camp. 
Fu,el.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Sz~pp1ies.-N il. 

2 SAROBI . .  12 m. Camel road. 

General direction N. Road now runs through low hills 
separated a t  intervals by open plains. At about 6 nliles 
cross the Spidczr nnrai, a pass over the watershed between 
the head waters of the Shalrin and Urgun st,reams; ascent 
and descent of t'lle pass easy at a.11 times of the year. At 
12 miles, Sarobi, on the left bank of the Urgun stream. 

Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade a t  least. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the Urgun 
stream. 

Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

3 o URGUN . . 9 m. Camel road. 

Road now follows the left bank of the Urgun stream 
to Urgun, direction N.E. On each side of the valley arc 
easy, rolling downs and several villages are passed on the 
way, especially when nearing Urgun. 

Camping ground..- 
Water.- 
h l . -  V i d e  Route 6-A, stage 4. 
Podder.- 
8uppZies.- 



ROUTE NO. 6-D. 

SANGAR TO GARDEZ, 
44 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority .-Native surveyor, 1908. 

Epitome. 

General des~ription.-~4 connecting route between the 2 through 
Routes 6 and 4. 

Road.-Camel road throughout, probably convertible to  
a cart road without much difficulty. The only obstacles met 
with are (i) the Sirlco kofal in the 2nd stage, the ascent anrl 
descent of which are easy ; and (ii) the Jilga river, which is 
forded just before Gardez is reached ; the ford is easy and, even 
after heavy rain, the passage of tlie river presenls no difficulty. 
Route open tl~roughout tho year. 

Canzping ground.--For a division a t  st,age 1 and for 2 infantry 
brigades wit11 proportion of divisional troops a t  stage 2. 

Water.--Zor a division a t  both the intermediate stages 
from karezes. 

Fuel.-Very scarco. 
Fodder.-Fair can~el grazing along the route. 
Supplies.-Nil a t  intermediate stages. For supplies, etc., 

a t  Gardez, see Route 4, stage G. ----- 
No. I 

of stage 
and 1 DETAILS. 

total dis- 
tance. I 

1 / SAR DIWAL . . 15 m. Camelroad. 

Leaving Sangar the road immediately crosses a stream 
which i u  always fordable; no difficulty. The road then 
begins to  bear sligl~tly away to  the eastward froill the maill 
road to  Ghazni (Route G), and traverses somewllnt broken 
country, interspersed with low, bare hills. At G miles, Sarozai 
(400 families ol Powinrlnhs), on a spur mile E. of the road. 

Here there is :- 
' 

Camping grounr1.-For an infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.-For a division prol~ahly from several karezcs. 



Fuel.- 
Fodder.- ) No information ; probably nothing appreciallo. 
Supplies.- J 
From Sarozai a camel road runs S.E. to  Saraf~a~r  (Route 6, 

stage 5) which is only 3 miles distant. 
Leaving camp the road veers round to the N. and continues 

in this direction to  the end of the stage. At 11 miles the Sirko 
kotal is crossed ; ascent and descent very gentle, the pass being 
merely a road througl~ low hills. At 15 miles Sar Diwd, 
name given to  a fortified sarai of the usual type near the Gld- 
zai village of Gadezai. 

Camping ground.-For a division on a large, open plain 
adjoining the snrai. 

Water.-For a division from several good kzrezes. 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Sz~pp1ies.-Practically nil. - 

2 LAK DIWAL . . I5 m. Camelroad. 

The road continues due N. across a bare, open plain 
iutsrsected at intervals by nalas. At  10 miles the Ghilzai 
village of ICaIa Dehri, \V. of the road, near whtch there is a 
good karex ; no water can be relied on until this is reached. 
At 12 miles ail easy but broad nala is crossed. At 15 milea 
Lak Diwal, near which is a village and fortified sarai of the 
same name. 1 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops o11,an op?:~ plain. 

TYater.-For a division from good karezes. 
Fuel.-Wood very scarce. 
Fodder.-Good caniel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable, 

3 GARDEZ .. 14 m. Camel road. 

44 m. 
Road continues across thc plain, direction N.E. Between 

the 4th and 6th miles several Muhammadzai villages on 
either side of the roaci, obtaining their water from karezes; 



other villages are visible some distance from the road. At 
9 miles Ibrahim Khel, also known as Jana  Khel (400 houses). 
Here the Jilga river is reached, and the road continues 
along its left bank to  about 14 miles where i t  crosses 
the river by an easy ford; bottom firm, banks low and easy, 
current slow. Across the river is the Ghilzai village of Kala 
Shaikhan. At 14 miles Gardez, the capital and civil head 
quarters of Zurmat. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.-- 
Fuel.- Vige Eoute 4, st,age 6. 
Fodder.- 
S,upplies.- 

ROUTE NO, 6-E, 

SANGAR TO PATANNA. 
15 miles. 1 stage. 

Authority .-Na tive surveyor, 1908. 
Epitome. 

General description.-An alternative route to s ;ages 5 and 
G of Route G. 

Road.-Camel road ; could only be made passable for carts 
after considerable labour. 

No obstacle encountered. Route open througllout t hs ycar. 
Camping ground.- 1 
1vater.- There is no intermediate atage on 
Fu.el.- this route. 
Focld9r.- 
Su~pp1ies.- 

. .-. --- ---- 
No. I 

of stage 
and I 

total dis- 

1 PATANNA . . 16 m. Camolrood. 

I 15 m. 



Leaving camp, tllo Sangar s:ream, which is always 
fordable, has to be crossed at once. Here Route 6 is left 
and the road branclies off nearly due W. The country now 
traversed is much broken and would require considerable labour 
to be made passable for carts. At 2 miles enter low hills. At 
6 miles the Kliaroti village of Kala Sultani (30 houses), where the 
Sangar stream is joined once more. At 6b miles Kala, Haji 
(10 houses). At 9 miles Kala Jabar (15 houses) where t,lle road 
emerges fraom the llills on to  an open plain. At about 15 miles 
Patanna (or Paltanna) which consists of 2 small fortified liani- 
lets on the right bank of tlie Palt stream. 

Camping ground.-- 
Water.-- 
Fuel. -- I Vide Route 6, st~tge 6. 
Fodder. - 
Sw pplies. - 

ROUTE No. 7. 

DOMANDI (GOMAL VALLEY) TO GHAZNI. 
Vici Staghai kotal, K?,la-i-Babakar and Pannah. 
162 miles. 14 stages. 

Authority .-Broadfoot, 1839 ; native surveyor, 1904. 
Epitome. 

General description.-The main through route from the 
Gomal valley to  Ghazni, and part of the main kafila route be- 
tween India and Ghazni. For centuries past this route, generally 
known as the Gomal Route, has been a recognised road for ka.filas 
travelling from Afghanistan to the plains of India and has twice 
formed the route for an army invading India. 

It connects a t  Domandi with Routes in Waziristan, Route 
G6 and a t  Nani (stage 13) with the main Kabul-Kanda1iar.route 
(Route 15) which i t  follows for the last stage. 

Road.-Camel road to Yannali (stage 11) ; thence over the 
Shilghar plain to  Nani, stage 13, camel road which could rapidly 
be improved for carts ; last stage to Ghazni, metalled cart road 
24' (12' to  16' metalling.) 

The following obstacles are encountered. 
(i) The Zawqr stream jn the 1st stage ; ford . . easy. 



(ii) The Staghai Eotnl (6,000') in the 2nd stage ; ascent 
and descent easy. 

(iii) Kotal-i-Sarwandi (7,500') in the 8th stage ; ascent 
and descent easy. 

(iu) Gazdarra pass or defile in the 10th stage; for n 
distance of 3 a mile defile is only 20' wide and with fro- 
quent sharp windings. Here a few hours' work on 
the road would be necessary to  make i t  easy for 
laden ca~nels. 

(v) The Jilga and G11a)zni rivers, in the 13th stage; forils 
easy. 

Route open throughout Ihe year. 
Camping grounds.-For a division a t  stages 1, 3, 12 and 13 

and at Ghazni, for 1 infantry brigade a t  least a t  all other stages. 
Water.-For a division a t  stage :3 and a t  Ghazni, and for 

an infantry brigade a t  least a t  all other stlagex 
Fuel.-Scarce except at stages 7 and 8, where thorny 

bushes and low trees are abundant. 
Foc1der.-Grass for horses pleiltiful in spring and summer a t  

stages 1 and 2 ; bhusa procurable a t  stages 11, 13 and 14, and 
khasil in March and April at stage 14 ; carnel grazing good at 
all stages in the spring and autumn, scarce in summer and nil 
in winter. 

Sz~pplies.-Nothing appreciable e:tcep l-, a t  stages 11, 13 and 
1-4, where unground grain to  a conside,rable extent coulcl always 
b3 collected. 

For supplies, etc., a t  Ghazni s22 Ronte 6, stage 10. - - - 
of stage I 

and 1 DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. i - - -. - - - 

1 / BATSUL (BATSAI) . . 15 m. Ca-nel road. 

Leaving Domnndi, the road, direction 1 N. W., follows 
along the channel of the Gomal, which is wider here tllnn 
below Domandi and not so stony. At 58 miles pass tho 
isolated rock with a flat top called ~ h a z a n a  Ghondsi, which 
the Lohallis believe t o  be full of the trcssure of Nadir Shah. 



~t 7& miles Jani Kats, standing in about 3 acres of cultivation. 
~t 8+ miles the Zawar stream is crossed by an easy ford 1 mile 
N. of its junction with the Gornal river ; a short distance beyond 
pass Xhairodangar, name given to  a few wretched huts by the 
roadside ; then leave the river and ascendthe hill of Staghrti. 
The road now leaves tlie v a l l ~ j  of the Gomal and lends for 4+ 
miles over the desolate plain of Sumblabar Ra,ghza, the boundary 
as i t  is called between I<horasan and India. Batsul is a collec- 
tion of graves of Lohanis who have died in the pass. The finest 
tomb, covered with a marble slab, is that  of Alani Khan, Miafii. 

Camping ground.-For a large force, probably a division, on 
the plain. 

Water.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades, with proportion of 
divisional troops, from the Ghat river W. of camp and from 
n good kares. 

F uel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Grass plentiful ; good grazing for  horse^, mules and 

c anlela. 
Supplies.--Nil. 

2 STAGHAI . . 15 m. Camel road. 
--- 

30 m. 
The road throughout this stage runs N.W. betweell 2 

long ridges running parallel to  the road, about 1,L to 2 nlilcs 
distant on either side. 

The road leads over a stony plain, then ascends the Cat  I ia i  
by the bed of a rivulet which drains part of the Wazir coulltry 
and must be large in the rains, as i t  has cut a bed, 30' wide, in tho 
hard slate. At Gat Kai there are sorris troublesome large stones. 
The road then (38 uliles) runs along the side of a hill. At 6.). 
miles pass a fine spring (Toda China), then ascend an easy 
ravine ; a t  13 miles cross the Kofai-i-Staghai (about 5,000'). 

Tliis is a low ridge crosaod Ily tlltec paths, all equally good. 
The descent is easy by n broad road. Pro:11 tlie foot of the pass 
the road follows the ravine t o  SLaghai. 

This march is one of thc l l lo~t  dificult, and s road could not 
b? made under a. day's hard work. Tlle ravine is crossed by 
cemol-tyncks, but no;? of "ricm arc fil for ~ U L I S ,  the first 3 miles 
about Gat Ksi  being very difficult. 

If necessary, this obstaol. could be avoided by keeping up 
the bed- of the Gornal. 



ROUTE NO. 7 c o d .  
At 15 miles Staghai, which is merely a halting placo. 
Campillg ground.-For an infantry brigade a t  least on a dry 

plain 300x wide. 
'rVaier.--For the above force from a spring in a ravine nearly 

a nlile N. of oamp, 
Fuel.-Scarce, 
Fodder.-Grass abundant, probably a t  least fair camel graz- 

ing. 
S u  pp1ies.-Nil. 
At Staghai Route 7-A, from S. Waziristan joins this route. 
Route 7-B, alternative route t o  Gomal Kats, stage 5, branch- 

es off. 
3 CAMP MARANAI . . 5 m. 4 f.  Camel road. 

---- 
35 m. 4 f. 
Leaving Staghai the road turns W. and leads down to  

the Gomal river reached at  3& miles, which is crossed there 
by an easy ford. The road then runs N.W. up the Maranai 
Algud for 2 miles to  camp Maranai. Caravans generally 
follow the stony bed of the Gomal northwards but the ~ ~ o u t e  on 
the right bank is preferable for troops. 

Carnl3ing ground.-For a division a t  Maranai where the 
valley opons out. 

Water.-Sufficient for a &vision from the Maranai stream 
and karexes. 

Fuel-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies.--Nil. 

4 CAMP (14 miles 12 m. 4 f. Camel road fit for 
--- beyond ZAMIN TOI). wheeled artillery ex- 

48 m. cept the last 3 miles 
through the defile. 

Track turns off N.E. and crosses low hills ; easy going, fit 
for field artillery until the Shahbekh Toi is reached a t  7  mile^. 
This ravine is usually dry, bed stony, and a little clearance would 
enable field artillery to  pass. The track continues good until at 
9h miles a defile is reached. Follow the defile and cross the 
Zagemand Toi a t  11 miles. Continue up the defile until st 1%) 
miles the country opens out, and camping ground suitable for a, 

brigade is reached. 



ft is estimated tha t  a Pioneer battalion would take two days 
to make the three miles through the defile fit for the passage of 
field artillery. 

Camping ground.-For an infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force from the Zamin Toi. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 

6 GOMAL KATS . . 6 m. Camel road. Suitable -- -- for wheeled artillery, 
54 m. 
Road runs nearly N. for 6 miles when the Goma1 is reached. 

Here there are 2 patches of cultivation, which make.; a good site 
for rt small camp. 

Very little is known about the country in this stage. 
Camping ground.-For an infantry brigade near the s t ream 
Water.--For the above force and more from the stream. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-S little camel grazing. 
Sz~pp1ies.-Nil. 
Route 7-B, alternative route from Staghai (stage 2) rejoins 

this route here. 

6 KALA-I-BABAKAR . . 10 m. Camel road. 
--- or BABA. 

64 m. 
Follow the Gomal nearly due W. for one mile, then 

ascend theleft bank and the going is easy as far as Kala-i- 
Babakar (10 miles). There is a slight ascent in places and 
s little repair would be required for field artillery. Kala- 
i-Babakar Khel (Ghilzai) mas formerly known as Kharoti Kala. 
Several small sites suitable for camping grounds can be found 
along the beQf the stream and above the site of an old tower. 
Above the camping grounds is a gsaveyard, overloolzing which 
is another old tower on the spur of a lill. 

The camping ground is surrounded by hills 011 all sides, tlie 
highest being on the S. and W. In  the summer there are no 
inhabibants, but in the autumn and spring many Ghilzai Powin- 
dalbs pass through, and a t  these seasons therc! is a small Afghan 
kkszdar guard stationed here. ,The main stream of the 



Gomal rises here ; several springs join, near the fort, and flow 
over a fine small shingle, thc stream rapidly increasing till near 
Utman. 

Camping ground.-For 2 infantry brigades with proportion 
of divisional troops. 

Water.--E'or the abov? force a - ~ d  inore from thr= straa,a. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fo Zder.-Camel grazinrr abundan!. 
Supplies.-N il. 

7 SURGHURGAI . . 6 m. Camelroad. -- 
70 m. 
From Kala-i-Babakar the tracir turns due N. and follows 

a defile, a pebbly reacl~ 400x wide and very straight. The 
rooks bounding i t  gradually incrcass in height from the K d a -  
i-Babakar onwards. 

The countrythroughout this stagc consists of low liills with 
occasional stony plains. At  Surghurgai there is :- 

Camping ground.-For an infantry brigade. 
Wafer.-3'or the above force and morc. 
Fuel.-Abundant, owing to  prevalence of thorny bushes 

and low trees. 
Fodder.--Excellent csinel grazing. 
Supplies.--N il. 

8 SHINSHA 1 m. Camel road. General - direction N.K. \V. 
82 ma 
For the first 8 milcs the track runs rtinong hills covered with 

bushes ; between the 8th and tlle 10th mile i t  follows a lcve! 
ravine 30* or 40X wide, winding among hills that  are steep on 
the N. side and rounded on the S. A t  the 10th rnile the ascent 
of the Kotal-i-Sarwandi commences ; grc dient easg; a t  10t miles 
the crest (7,500') is reached. The descent towards Shinsha 
commences with a slope of 11 degrees for about 20 yards : 
there are a few boulders that  require breaking; after this there 
is a gentle undulating. slope to  Shinsha, passable for guns. 
Tllis march would require a lew Lcurs' labour to  facilitate tlie 
Imqsage of laden camels. 

There are no houses a t  Shininuha, the cultivators being wigra- 
tory. 



ROUTE No. 7..-ntd. 
Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force from a spring. 
Fuel.-Abundant owing to  prevalence of thorny bushes and 

low trees. 
Fodder.-Gr ass scanty, fair camel grazing. 
Su pplies.-Nil. 

9 KALA-I- . . 13m. 4f. Camel road. General 
LANCAR. direction N. W. 

95 nl. 4f. 
Soon after leaving Shinsha ascend the Kohnak range by the 

Sargo pass, a ravine cut by water which winds in easy curves, its 
width never less than 30, being sometimes 100 yards. Two 
hours' work would make it  an excellent road. 

About 3 miles pass two ruined forts above the Sargo defile 
-one called Ghlo Kala, or thieves' fort. 

Then there is a gradual descent to the deserted fields of 
Khuni Karez (the bloody spring), so called from the contests 
between two factions to possess it, as it gives a good supply 
of water. After this the road passes through the cultivated 
fields of Langar for 2 miles. There are two forts a t  Langar 
containing about 80 houses ; the larger is 100 yards square; 
the walk 20' high, 6' thick, are made of mud and flanked by 
eight towers ; the gate is uncovered. This is one of the strong- 
est forts in Katswaz. Inhabitants Taraki Ghilzais, 

Camping ground.-For a t  least one infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force and more. 
Pue1 .No details. 
Todder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
10 DAND . . 15 m. Camel road. General 

direction N. W., veering 
110m. 4f. more to the N. than in 
the previous stage. 

On leaving Langar, cross a stream 20' wide, 1' deep, current 
2' per second ; the waters slightly brackish. Its banks are 
4' high, but easily passable in many places, though in spring it  is 
scarcely fordable. Theu ascend gradually to the open plain of 
Katawaz, and pass Zargan Sbahr (green city), a fort of about 
60 houses of Banno Khel and Sulaiman Khel, with some 500 
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acres of cultivation. Then for 3 miles through Gazdarra, 
whioh is a pass formed by water flowing into Katawaz through 
the hillocks formed by the Zeru range and the end of Kata Rang. 
The Gazdarra gradually diminishes in width. In the middle, 
for about half a mile, the width a t  bottom is only 20f, the hills 
at the side 200' high, and the windings frequent and sharp. On 
the Dand side the pass is 30' wide bounded on either side by 
hills that may be easily crowned. A few small springs issue 
from the crumbling rocks, but are soon lost. Guns c o ~ l d  be 
dragged through the pass, and a few hours' labour mould make 
i t  a good road. 

There is another and similar pass a mile or two to the N. 
oalled the Gazdarra, Khurd. 

From Kata Sang the road leads over a plain for 4 miles, des- 
cending easily to  Dand. This is a fort with 30 houses and about 
150 acres of cultivation, but there is no water nearer than 
Dihsai or Nanai-the former a large village of Andari Ghilzais, 
with 100 houses ; the latter a group of four or five forts of 
Andari and Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.-No information ; probably sufficient for 
an infantry brigade a t  least. 

Water.-For the above force would have to be brought in 
from Dihsai or Nanai, 3 and 2 miles distant respectively. 

Fuel-No information. 
Fodder.--Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

11 PANNAH . .  13 iu. Camel road. Passable 
---- for wheelecl ar tillery. 
123m. 4f. 

The road now leads due N., and t h i ~  direction is maintained 
generally to Ghazni. Leaving Dand, a ciry urat~r-course is cross- 
ed with banks 4' high; the road then leeclc~ through some low 
hillocks ancl bifurcates-one fork going over the ridge, the 
other round, and both joining again a t  Jaralcaram 4 miles from 
Dand. The road over the ridge saves s few hundred yards. 
It then leads over a plain and crosses some easy hillocks near 
Pannah. The whole road is easy for field guns. 

Near Pannah are a number of villages and forts which 
would supply a brigade with grain and forage, and water 



abundant at all of them. Pannah itself is a village inhabited 
by about 500 Andari Ghilzais. 

Among the hillocks here are camps of shepherds and Lohani 
mercharlts who emigrate in winter. 

Campi~zg ground.-For an infantry brigade a t  least. 
TVater.-For the above force and more from a good karez. 
Fuel.--No information. 
Fodder.-A considerable quantity of bhusa should always 

be available ; fair camel grazing. 
Supplies..-Un~round grain, sufficient for the requirements 

of an infantry brlgade for about one week, could normally be 
collecbed from the surrounding villages. 

12 JOGA . . 10m. 4f. Camel road, easily con- 
--- vertible t o  a cart road. 
134 m. 
Road leads over an open plain in the Shilghar district which 

is entered at about; 2 miles. At 104 miles Joga consisting of a 
cluster of forts. 

Camping ground.-For a division probably, on the large 
open plain. 

Water.-No information, but there is probably sufficient 
water for an infantry brigade a t  least. The Jilga, river which 
could probably supply the requirements of a division, is shown 
on the map as flowing 3 miles N. of Joga. 

Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-l$air camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Probably nothing appreciable. 

13 NAN1 . . 13 m .8f. Camel road, easily oon- 
--- vertible to  a cart road. 
147m. 6f. 
Road continues N. over the Shilgllar plain. At 4 and 74 miles 

the Jilga aild Ghazni rivers are forded respectively ; the fords 
in both cases are easy. The Shilghar plain is for the most part 
sandy and is studded with many Andari Ghilzai villages, surr~und- 
ed by their own cultivation. At 13f miles Nani, a large forti- 
fied village, with several smaller forts in the vicinity ; inhabit- 
ants Andari Ghilzais ; village is surrounded by a sandy plain, 
but there is a good deal of cultivation andmuch of the country 
i s  ploughed up. 
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Camping ground.-For a division on the open, sandy plain. 
Water.-For the above force from several springs and 

knrezes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Grass plentifui ; an appreciabla quantity of 

bhusa should norn~ally be available ; camel grazing excellent. 
Supplies.-Unground grain to  some col~siderable extent 

should always be procurable from the surrounding villages. 
A large number of transport camels can be obtained in the 

vicinity. 
At  Nani this route joins the mzin throcgh route from Kabul 

t o  Kandahar (Route 15). 
14 GHAZNI . . 14 m. 2f. Metalled cart road, 

--- (7,279'). 84'. 
162 m. 
This stage is identical wit11 stage 8 of Route 15 which, 

however, in tha t  route is described from Ghazni. General 
direction N.E. At 24 miles pass the ICizilbasl~ village of 
Karabagh on the E. of the road and a t  3& miles thc Andari 
villages of Kala-i-Fakir and Kala-i-Sher about 1 mile E. of the 
road. At 5k miles Noghai on the E. of i;he road and a group 
of Ghilzai villages known as Bagla, 1 mile W. of the road, 
beyond which separated by a low range of hills is the district of 
Waghaz, beyond which again is the Hazara district of Kakrak. 

At 7$ miles a halting place known as Ispandi where t,here 
would be room for 1 or 2 infantry brigades b encamp if 
necessary. The road t o  Ispandi to this point leads over an 
open plain, but onwards to  about mile 11 it is flanked on the 
W. by a low range of hills 14 miles distant, and on the E. by 
hills considerably farther off ; the country in between is well 
cultivated and studded with viilages. At 11 miles a garden 
called Chehil Bacha Garq beyond which the sandy bed of a river 
about 200 yards broad is crosseci. At 14i miles Ghazni is 
reached. 

Camping ground.- 
water.- ) 

\ Vide  Route 6, stage 10. 

Supplies.- 
and for deaoription of Ghazni,-- 



'ROUTE NO. 7-A. 

OBA SAR TO STAGHAI. 
15 miles. 1 stage. 

Authority.-Native surveyor, 1904. 
Epitome. 

General description.-This is an important route used by 
Powindahs, when travelling between India and Mukur or 
Ghazni, who sometimes prefer lo pass through Wann instead 
of vi& Domandi (Route 7). 

It connects a t  Oba Sar wit11 R'outes in Waziristan, Eoute 
73. 

Road.-Camel road wllich could be made practicable for 
wheeled artillery with a little labour. The following obstacles are 
encountered : (i) The IChand pass (5,500') ; descent on W. 
face rather difficult and a little labour necessary to make it  
pssable for field artillery. 

(ii) Staghai pass (5,000') ; ascent and descent easy. 
Route open throughout tlie year. 
~ n r n ~ i n ~ ~ r o t m d . - -  
Water.- 
Fuel.- There is no intermediate stage. 
Fodder.- 
~upplies.-  ) 

E E  . 
No. 

of stage 

+ ~ t a l  dis- 
.- tance. and .- I - 

1 ' STAGHAI .. 15 112.-Camel road. Could be 
made passable for 

15 m i  wheeled artillery with 
a little labour. 

Leaving Oba Xar (5,200') tlie road follows Routes in Waziris- 
tan, Route 73, southwardsfor 1 mile, when this route is left 
and the road heads due W. for the Khand pass over the Spera 
range which marks the frontier a t  this point. At 3 miles the kotal 
(5,500') is reached ; ascent easy. 

The track leads off due W. from the pass, the descent from 
which is rather diffioult, and a, little work would be required to 
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make the path passable for field artillery. At 6 miles the Tirkha 
Oba stream is crossed, and the Zowara Algal reached a t  11 miles. 
The Zowara stream forms no obstacle, the water being oilly a, 
few inches deep, but has a rapid current when in flood ; floods 
usually subside rapidly ; bed rocky. 

Ascend from the Zowars up a small algacl to the N. W., 
and reach the Staghai kotnl (5,008') at 13 miles. Road then 
follows Route 7 to Staghni, which is merely a halting place 
and is reached a t  15 miles. 

Camping gro7cnd.- 
Water.- 
-Fuel.-- Vide Route 7, stage 2. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 

ROUTE NO. 4-B. 

STAGHAI TO GOMAL KATS. 

ViG the Gomal river. 

31 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority .-Broadf oot, 1839. 

aeneral description.-An alternative route to stages 3 to 
5 of the main through route (route 7) ; it is often preferred by 
Pocoinduhs, but it is not so suitable for troops as it  followa the 
river bed and the stream is constantly forded. 

Road.-Camel road throughout. No obstacles encountered. 
Route open throughout the year. 

Camping grounds.-No details regarding stage 1 ; for 
1 infantry brigade a t  stage 2. 

Water.-At least for one infantry brigade a t  the inter- 
mediate stages from the Gomal. 

Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Pair camel grazing throughout. 
Supplies.-Nil at intervening st ages. 



passable for cavalry, and then enters the bed of the Gomal, 
which winds so much that crossing is very frequent. 
The breadth of water here is 20' and the depth 1'. Pioneers 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

would have some work in clearing away the stones of the Gomsl, 
but there is no real difficulty for guns. 

At 104 miles Ahmadzai Kach (Kats), merely a halting plaoe. 
Camping ground.-No information. 

~ E T A I L B .  

- - 
water.--F'or a t  least 2 infantry brigades with proportion of 

divisional troops, from the G-omal. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nil. 

2 SARMARG HQ 10m. 4f. Camel road. 
KACH. 

21 m. 
Road continues N.W. The Gomal still winds so much 

that i t  has to be crossed as often as seven times in a mile. 
Men on foot can 'climb tlie hills the whole march and thus 
avoid this coilstant crossing. It is never less than 30X wide. 
The shingle is composed of large stones, some of them a foot in 
diameter, but tl~.erG is no serious obstacle for guns. 

At 4 ~iiiles is Mamatsalai, a great white rock in the centre of 
the pass end at 9 miles t he  salt rivulet of Ab-i-Talkh enters the 

- 
1 / AHMADZAI 10m. 4f. Camel road. 

I KACHl 
lorn. 4f. I 

Generaldirection N.W. For 3 miles the road follows a 
level ravine 40X wide, bounded by low rocks, or hillocks, 

stream. 
At 109 miles Ssrulasgho which is a halting place M)OX wide 

and a few feet above the level of the river. 
Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade at least. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the stream? 
Fuel.-No detai Is. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nil. 



3 GOMAL KATS 10 me-Camel road. 

31 m. 
Road still continues N. W. Following the GomaP, at 

6 miles the Dwa (second) Gomal makes its appearance from a 
narrow ravine. .This stream rises in a hill called Durzlei near 
Paltu, and flows through the Kharoti country between the 
Kohnak and Wazir ranges. The Gomal valley, above its junc- 
tion with the Dwa Gomal, is very confined, the curves become 
more frequent. Here the main through Route 7 is joined. 

Camping ground.- 
Water. - 
Fuel .- i Vide Route 7, stage 5. 
Fodder. - 
Supplies. - I 

R BUTE NO. 7-C. 
KALA-I-BABAKAR TO KALA SARKARI (MUKUR 

DISTRICT). 
64 miles. 5 stages. 

Authority.-Native surveyor, 1904. 
Epitome. 

General description.-Part of the direct route from India to 
the Mukur district vid the Gomal valley. It is also a connecling 
route between the main through route from the Gomal valley to  
Ghazni (Route 71, and the Kabul-Kandshar main road (Route 15). 

Road.--Camel road throughout and with a little labour (mosl 
needed in the first stage) could be made passable for wlieeled 
artillery. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) Sarwand kotal1,500' above Babakar, in the 1st stage; 

no difficulty. 
(ii) Chuolst (Chola) pass in the 4th stage ; for 2 miles 

road requires to be cleared of boulders. 
(iii) Tarnak river ; forded in tho 5th stage, no difficulty. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For a division at s t a ~ e s  2 and 3 ; for an  

infantry brigade a t  stage 2, aud for 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops at  stages 4 and 5. 



ROUTE No. 7-C-ntd. 
Water.-For a division a t  stages 2 and 3, for an infantry bri- 

gade a t  least, a t  all other intermediate stages. 
Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-In spring, khasil for 1 cavalry regimen: daily at 

Kala Sarkari (stage 5); bhusa a t  all stages except Jaffar (1st) 
in varying quantities ; probably fair camel grazing throughout, 
being a Powind ,?b route. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds unsound grain at stage 
2, aud about 1,000 maunds a t  stages 4 and 5. - -I- 

No.. [ 

ofa2dge 1 DETAILS. 
hnce.  -- total dLrl--- 

1 --I lAPFAR ' *  

9 m. Camel road. Easily 
mscle passable for 

9 m. field artillery. 
From Kala-i-Babakar the track is called Sragurghai* (or the 

the red rushes road) and leads N. W. along the bed of the Goma]. 
Going rough. Several days' work would be require1 before 
field artillery could pass. The track ascends over the Sarwan-1 
range by the Jaffar or Sarwand kotal (6 miles) which is 1,500' 
above Babakar but not difficult. Two miles beyond the kotal 
Jaffar is reached. Jaffar is in reality a district as this name 
is given to several villages situated along the western side of the 
Sarwand range. The Jaffar near the camp is a Sulaiman Khel 
village (60 houses). 

Camping ground.-For an infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force from springs, but tanks ~vould 

have to be dug for watering animals. 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 
NOTE.-(i) From Gala-i-Babakar a route goes direct to Ghazni eid Birlak 

crossing the Sarwand range by another to ta l .  
NOTE.-(ii) From Kala-i-Babakar to Mukur thero is an alternative route 

crossing the Sarwand range by a track to the W. past Bachu Khel to Mulla 
Samand, whence it leads either 9. of the Ab-1-Istada vile Mallkdin or 
across open country to Dila. 

+ There is a little doubt about the true Sragurghai route. Broadfoot atatpa 
that he came from Qhazni by the Sragurghal or Sur Ghur route, and the route he 
describes is evidently that mentioned in Route 6 C .  The preeent informel* atrrtes 
that the Sragurghai route Le the routs wid the Barwend K M  tn Jeffer, and not 
the one deecr iM by Broedioof. 

302USB 



2 ARZBEGI . . 5 m. Camel road. Gen- 
eral direction W. 

24 m. 
The track for the first 3 miles iollows a gentle descent where 

a little improvement for field artillery would be required. After 
that, easy going across country to Jumjuma (14 miles). 

Jumjuma, the first habitatiou roached, is s small village 01 
sulaiman Khel Gllilzais. There are three karez~s  for cultivation. 
SufEcient water for a brigade. About 150 maunds bhusa 
obtainable after harvest. 

lEoad good from Jun~juma  to Arzbegi (15 miles). The 
village of h z b e g i  consists of about 200 l~ousel~olds 01' Su1;iiman 
Kllel Ghilzais and Nasirs. 

Camping ground.-For a divisiorl probably on t,lu open plaiil, 
FYater.-For 2 or 3 infailtry brigades froin several k.. rexes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Poc1der.-About 500 ~uitul~cla Dli,usci normally a\-ailable. 
Supplies.-About 500 maunds unground gra,iu coulcl be col- 

lected from the Arzbegi -villages. 

3 DILA (ADIN 15 111. Camel road. 
KHEL.) 

39 111. 
vollom~ track nearly 1 .  across open country. At  1 

mile enter dry sandy nlrl:r (Paltu river 011 map) and fol- 
low t l i s  for 1,000>:. Field artillery can avoiti the ncrln h ~ .  
keeping to  the 3'. ikyond this tho  t l ~ c l i  presents nb 
dieculties, and leads across a ~vaterlesu desert. The Pa l t~ i  
rive1 does not exist; as s stream as sho~r.11 on sorue maps. 

At Dila there are t h e e  villages of Adin Khel Ghilzuis about 
15 houses in all. There are three krrre-es and ~vrttei- is led on to 
the culiii ,  ion from a stream coming fro111 Ao bancl. 

Camping ground.--For a division probably on the open 
plain. 

Water.-For rt division from thc .!.l,~p,;e$ stnd tbe Aoband 
stream. 

F ~ u e l . S c a r c e .  
Fodder.-About 300 inaunds bhuan available after 1: arvest. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 
At Uila mute 8-A running northward is crossed. 
Dila is also stage 4 on Route 8-A. 
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4 GHILAN . . 16 ma Camel road. 

55 m. 
The track continues W. for 3 miles to Zara Kala (260 

houses), belonging to the Na Khel, Taraki Ghilzais ; 4 walled 
village with four watch towers, and 1 gateway fzcing E. ; sur- 
rounded by cultivation; water from 2 .karezes. 

Track then turns due W. across open country, which extends 
as far M the Kargana range reached at about 11 miles and which 
is crossed by the Chuola (Chola) pass (summit a t  13 miles); 
road for 2 miles in the pass requires to be cleared of boulders. 

At 15 miles Ghilan where cultivation is once more met 
wit11 ; inhabitants Tarakis with a f e i ~  Duranis. 

Camping ground.-No information ; probably sufficient for 
2 infantry brigades with proportion of dirisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from springs and knrezes. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-About 1,000 maunds bhusa procurable. 
Supplies. -About 1,000 maunds unground grain normally 

available. 
At Ghilan the main through route from Zhob to Mukur 

Route 8 is joined 
Note.-Alternative roads f r o m  Dila towards the Mukur district- 
1. North of the above track zjid Kargana. This route has not been recon- 

noitred, hut  is said to be more dificult than the Chola route. 
1. South-west bv a track called the Kurram road to  Dand, 17  miles in  the 

Shahiui direction. This has been reconnoitrrd, and found easy $or nlt arms. 
It passes the iiortll end of the Ab-i-I~tads anlt lake. 

There is also a track leading along the .  east side of the Ab-i-Istada t o  
Munurai, 19 miles, and to  Rlalikdin. 19 miles. From hfalikdin tohe track leads 
to Naruf, for all arms. 

5 KALA SAR- 9 m. Camel road. 
-A KARI (Mukur 
64 m. District.) 

Rroad leads N. W. acroefi cu!tivated country and past 0 

numerous Ghilzai villages ; ]toad easy tllroughont. ;\ t 2 
miles tlie Tarnxk river. 1~11oae course is rnarked b y  a line 
of willow trees, is forclod ; river bed most t,ortuous. \vincIing 
:$cross the valley ; l i e 1  noisy current, ; stream here nor- 
~naliy 20' to 30' wide about. I.' deep but c ~ s  the water is frequently 
led off in canals for irrigation stream is much reduced and in the 
summer i s  almost entirily exhausted. 



A t  4 miles Route 8-13 is crossed. 
At 64 miles K~lnRiirza on the right (E.1 of the road. There- 

after the following Chilzai villages are passcd in t rn all E. of the 
road, Rierdil, K ~ ~ r n a t ,  Manak and Yarkoh. 

At 9 miles Kala St~rkari, where the main through route 
Kal~ul-Kandahar (Route 15) is joined. 

Cnnzping grouncl.--On a small plain E. of the road near the 
source of the Tsrnak ; i t  appears probable that there would he 
room for 2 infantry brigades with proportion of divisional troops 
on this plain. 

Wat~r.-For the above force from an excellent spring 4 mile 
Mr. of the main road ; animals would be watered a t  the many 
water channnls. 

Fu~1.--Sc~,rce. 
Fodder.-In March and April khasil for horses of one cavalry 

mginicnt at least daily ; bhzisa could be collected to a consider- 
able extent from villages in vicinity. Good camel grazing except 
in wi ntsr. 

Supplies -About 1,000 mnunds unground grain should nor- 
mally be procurable from the surrounding villages. 

Cattle, sheep and goats are said to  be kept in large numbers 
but the Mukur villages in 1880 mere all deserted sand ueither sup- 
plies nor livestock mere obtained, except such as were buried or 
otherwise hidden and afterwards found by foraging parties. 

Near camp is a burial ground reputed to be a haunt of 
thieves. 

ROUTE NO. 7-D. 

DILA (ADIN KHEL) TO PANNAH. 
40 miles. 3 stager. 

Authority.-Benn from native information: 1894. 

General description.-A connecting route between the branch 
Route 7 4 ,  and the main Route 7. This route also with the 
first 3 stages of Route 74, forms a n  alternative route to  stages 
6 to 11 of Route 7, the through route from the Gomal valley 
to Ghazni, 



ROUTE No. 7 - D - m t d .  

Road.--Camel road throughout easily convertible to  a cart 
road. No obstacles are.met with. Route open throughout the 
year. 

Camping grounds.-For 2 infantry brigades with proportion 
of divisional troops at stage 1 and for half that force a t  stage 2. 

1Vatc.r.-Sufficient for the troops for which camping space 
is available at both intermediate stages. 

Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-About 100 maunds bhusa a t  the first stage ; fair 

camel grazing throughout. 
Supplies.-Bbout 100 maunds unground grain at the firat 

etage ; nothing else a t  intermediate stages. 
-- 

of stage 
and DETAILS. 

total dis- 
tance. I -- - 

PHAH GUL: 13 m. Camel road, easily i KHEL. convertible t o  a cart 
13 m. 1 road. 

Leaving Dila, the road follows Route 7-C for 3 miles to 
Zara Kala, where it leaves that route and runs due N. to the 
end of the stage. At 6 miles the Zhera (Zara) hills are reached, 
throuqh which the road winds easily for about a mile and 
mergecY on to  the Shah Gul plain beyond, on whicll are scattered 
several villages, surrounded by their own cultivation, belong- 
ing to the Badin Khel sections of the Taraki Ghilzais ; water 
obtained from Earezes. 

Camping ground.-For at least 2 infantry brigade8 with pro- 
portion of divisional troops on the plain. 

Water.-For the above force from several karezes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-100 maundu bh.lcsa normally available ; fair camel 

grazing. 
Supplies.-About 100 maunds unground grain could nor - 

mally be collected. 

2 NANAI . . 12 m. C';tluel road. Easily 
convertible to a cart 

26 m. road, - 



Eomn No. 7-D--concZd. 
Track continues, genoral direction N., acroae an open plain, 

on which are scattered several Taraki villages as in the last, 
stage. From 7 miles to the end of the stage the road ski& 
the foot of some low hills which flank it on the E. At 12 miles 
Nanai. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least one infantry brigade with pro- 
portion oE divisional troops. 

Water.-No information, but the country here abounds with 
karezes and water for the above force could therefore easily be 
procured from a short distance. 

Fuel-Scarce. % 

Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-N ot,hing appreciable. 

3 PANNAH .. 15 m. Camel road. Easily 
convertibte to a 

40 m. cart road. 
Road now runs N.E. across the plain which is studded with 

villages surrounded by much cultivation ; water from karezes. 
At 15 miles Pannah, stage 11 of Route 7, the main through 
route from the Gomal valley to Ghazni. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- ! Vide Route 7, stage 11. 
Fodder.-. \ 

Supplies.-- 9 
o ROUTE NO. 8. 

TARAKI TIRWAH TO KALA SARKARI (MURUR 
DISTRICT). 

Vici the Zangala pass. 
1.05 miles. 10 stages. 

A utkority .-Benn from. native information, 1894. 
Epitome. 

Ger~erul descriptio?~.-A main through kafila route from Zho b 
to Kala Sarkari (Mukur district) on the Kabul-Kandahar road 
(Route 15). The first 2 stages of this route together with the 
branch Route 8-8, form the greater part of the main k a f h  



route from Zhob to Ghazni. It connects at Taraki Tirweh with 
Routes in  Northern Baluchistan, Route 32, to  Kamardin Karcx, 
which is only 134 miles distant and through which many kafila 
routes pass, notably the camel road to  Fort Sandeman. 

Road.-Camel road throughout.' I n  tlie 7th stage the road 
runs parallel to  the western sliore of the Ab-i-Istada Lake 1& 
miles distant. The following obstacles are met with. 

(i) The Wrtzikhwa range in the 4th stage, which is crossed 
by a difficult pass. 

(ii) The Zangnla pass in the 5th stage ; no difficulty. 
(iii) The Tarnak river, forded in the last stage ; no diffi- 

culty. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For a division at stages 8 and 10, and 

for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional 
troops a t  all other stages. 

1Yater.-For a division a t  stage 10, and for at least 1 infantry 
brigade with proportion of divisional troops at all otlier stages. 

Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-At stages 2 and 10 Ehasi l  in March and April daily 

for horses of a cavalry regiment ; bhusa at stages 1, 2, 8, 9 and 
10 in varying quantities ; good camel grazing t.hroughout 
except in winter. 

Supplies.-Unground grain to an appreciable extent at stages 
1, 2, 8, 9 and 10. Cattle, cows and goats at stage 10. 

- - - - - - - -- - - 

No. 1 
of stage 

and I DETAILS. 
total dis-/ 

lance. 1 
- - - - . - . - - 

1 ; KHAZAN KAREZ. 11 m. Camel road. 
---I 

I (6,875'). 
11 m.1 
The road leaves Taraki Tirwah in a due northerly direc- 

tion across open ground, and a t  2 miles passes between 
the low hills at the northern extremity of Spitzao Ghar, o, 
conspicuous red hill which flanks the road on the left. 

\ 
Continuing N. across the Kuch K hwara plain, at 49 miles 

a road from the Kundar valley vici Abdul Wsllnb meets the track 
a t  the Oraakai spring on the left bank of the &fir Sinzda nula. 



The direction now veers gradoally t o  N.W. At 8 miles Khwsja 
Muhammad Kala on the right of the road : this belongs to the 
Sulaiman Khels, and is situated on tlie right bank of the Kafir 
Sinzala nnlcr. The fort of Dost Muhaminad ]tala is about 1 
mile due N. of this ; at 10 nliles the Kafir Siilzala nalu is crossed, 
and the Tttraki Ghilzai cultivated lands entered. At 11 miles 
is Khazan Kame or, as it appear; to be moregenerally known, 
Bakhtawar Karw a walled village, and a few mud huts, belong- 
ing to the Taraki Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force and more from several karezm. 
Fuel.!carce. 
Fodder.-No grass; bhusa to a moderate extent from the 

adjacent villages ; camel grazing good except in winter. 
Supplie~.-Probably 200 to 300 maunds unground grain 

would normally be available. 

2 WAZIKHWA .. 15m. Camel road. 
(MARJAN). 

26 m. 
Leaving Iihazan Karez the road leads due N. across the 

Kuch Khwara plain. 
At 33 miles enter. a patch of-' Sulainlan Khel cultivation, 

called Sarai Karez which extends for about 1 mile; a t  6 miles 
rjross the Isar Xarai,  ascent and descent easy. At 6 miles the road 
crosses the Surkanrai naln, and then continues N. CV. across open 
ground. At 8 miles a low range of hills is passed on the left, 
called Nahar. Here there are some Sulaiman Khel villages and 
a halting-place ; water from thg Nahar nala which is good, but 
is liable to dry up in summer;'in the winter there is always 
a plentiful supply. P17om here the Wazi khwa plain stretches 
away to the N. and tho track crosses this through cultivation 
and Sulaiman Khel villa.ges until the Sulniman Khel village of 
Marjan (250 llouses), is reached a t  15 miles. There are several 
other Taraki and Su!aiman IChel villages in the vicinity. 

Camping ground.-For at least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops on the plain. 

W&r.For the above foroe andmore from eeveral b e z e s .  
FdC&oe, only eorub available. 



Fodder.-No grass ; khasil for the horses of a cavalry regi- 
ment daily during March and April, about 200 to 300 maunds 
Qhusa should be usually available ; camel grazing good except 
in winter. 

Supplies.--From 200 to  300 nlaunds unground grain should 
be normally procurable from t,he adjacent villages. 

3 SHAHDAK 10 m. Camel road. 
-- (SHAHIDHAK) 

36 nl. 

The road now enters the Taraki Ghilzai country and runs 
nearly due 1 .  across a rugged country ; several difficult 
ascents and descents have to be made in thi; march and no 
cultivation is to be seen. 

C'amping ground.-3'or a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Wcrtelu.--For the above force and more from several springs. 
Fzie1.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
S upp1ies.-Xil. 

4 ZANGALA .. 12 m. Camel road. 

48 m. 
General direction N. W. through mountainous counrty. 

Abolit 8 miles a difficult pass over the Wazikhwa range has to  be 
crossed. The Tarakis in this vicinity are all shepherds and 
there is no cultivation. 

Camping grounc1.-No infornlation ; there is probably room 
for an  infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Probably for the above force from springs. 
Fu,el.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-G ood camel grazing (except in winter). 
Supplies.-Nil. 

5 BARA KHEL . . 12 m. Camel road. 
(TARKAR- 

60 m. K A-SIR). 

Road continues N. W. tl~rough rugged country. About 
6 miles the Zangala pass is crossed ; no difficulty. After 



the 11th mile the country opens out somewhat, and a t  
12 miles a group of large, open villages belonging to tlie 
Tokhi GhiIzais is reached. Villages are known as Bara IChel 
and the halting place near as Tarkar-ka-Sir. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from lcnrcres and springs. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
"hpplies.-Probably nothing appreciable. 

6 KALA KHAN . .  9 ni. Camel road. 

69 m. 
Road, general directioii N., runs through a defile for 

the greater part of this march. A t  9 milos on tho 
W. O F  the road the Dell-i-Kazi villages belonging to tllc 
Akazi section of the Tarakis. Opposite these villages on the 
right (E.) of the road is the halting place known as Kala IChan. 
The S.W. corner of the Ab-i-Istada Lake is 1; miles due E. of 
Kala Khan. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least oce infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force, and more, from lcarezes and the 
Lora river whose source is to be found near by, emanating from 
the rivulets percolating from t,he Ab-i-Istada. 

e l - N o  information. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

7 UTKAN . . 9 m. Camel road. 

78 in. 
Road runs due N. parallel to the western shores of the 

Ab-i-Istada Lake (7,050'), about 1$ miles distant. The lake 
is 17 miles long by 15 miles broad, with trifling depth 
of only 12' in the middle ; water salt and bitter and banks 
deeply encrusted with salt ; principal feeder Ghazni river, 
with its affluent the Jilga river which joins it near Mashaki and 
which together flow into the Ab-i-Iatada at its N.E. angle 

9 



No large amount of water runs out of the lake but its waters 
percolate through the ground i n  streams which unite and 
form the Arghastan Lora. Surrounding country very barren 
and dreary and there are scarcely any inhabitants. At 9 miles 
Utkan, near which there are several Taraki villages. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Wicter.--For the above force from wells, water brackish. 
Fuel.--Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-No thing appreciable. 

8 DAND . . 9 m. Camel road. 

Road continues N. across a large, open plain, partially 
cultivated ; a t  6 miles the road is crossed by a camel 
track runnin! E. and W. from Dila (Adin Khel) stage 3 of 
Itoute 7-C, to join the main Kabul-Kandahar road, Route 15, 
which is met about 6 miles N. of Shahjui. At 9 miles Dand. 

Camping ground.-There would probably be room for a divi- 
sion on the open plain. 

Water.-For one infantry brigade a t  least from karezes. 
Fud.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-About 100 maunds bhusa should always be pro- 

curable from the adjacent villages ; fair camel grazing except 
in winter. 

SupplieJ..-About 100 maunds unground grain could nor- 
mally be collected. 

9 GHILAN . . 9 m, Camel road. 

96 m. 
Road continues N. through an open and cultivated country. 

At 9 miles Gl~ilan; inhabitants Taraki Ghilzais with a 
few Durani hamlets. 

Camping ground.-Probably sufficient for 2 infantry bri- 
gades proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from springs and karezes, 
Fz~el,-No information, 



Fodder.-About 200 to 300 maunds bhusa procurable ; good 
camel grazing. 

Supplies.-About 200 to 300 maunds unground grain nor- 
mally available. 

At Ghilan, Route 7 4 ,  from Kala-i-Babakar, to Mukur joins 
this route. 

10 KALA SARKARI 9 m. Camel road, -- (MUKUR 
105 m. DISTRICT) 

(6,550'). 
Road leads N.W. across cultivated country a'nd past 

numerous Ghilzai villages ; road easy throughout. At 2 miles 
the Tarnak river, whose course is marked by a line of r \ I  '11 OW 

trees, is forded ; river bed most tortuous, serpentining across 
the valley ; lively, noisy current ; stream here normally.20' to 
30' wide, about 1' deep, but as the water is frequently led of?' 
in canals for irrigation, stream is much reduced and in the 
summer is almost entirely exhausted. 

At 6B miles Kala Mirza on the right (E.) of the road. There- 
after the following Ghilzai villages are passed in turn, all E. of the 
road, Merdil, Kamat, Manak, and Yarkoh. At 9 miles Kala 
Sarkari where the main through Kabul-Kandahar route (Route 
15) is joined. 

Camping ground.-On a small plain E. of the road ; i t  appears 
probable that  there would be room for a division. 

Water.-For the above force from an excellent spring 3 mile 
W. of tlie main road ; animals would be watered a t  the many 
water channels. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-In March and Aprii khasi2 daily for horses 01 one 

cavalry regiment a t  least ; bhusa to a considerable extent ; prob- 
ably a t  least 2,000 maunds could be collected from the villages 
in the vicinity ; good camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-Some 2,000 to 3,000 maunds unground grain should 
~~ormal ly  be procurable from the surrounding villages. Cattle, 
sheep and goats are said to be kept in large numbers, but tho 
Mukur villages in 1880 were all deserted and only sucli supplies 
and live stock were obtained, as were fourlcl by foraging parties. 
Near the camp is a burial ground reputed to ,be a haunt of 
thieves. At  Kala Sarkari Route 15-C froin R'obat alvo joins in. 



ROUTE NO. 8-A. 
WAZIKHWA TO MASHAK1. 

88 miles. 8 stages. 

Authority.-Benn from native information, 1894. 
Epitome. 

General descript ion.-This route conneck the two through 
Routes 8 and 15 and is part of tlze main kafila route from Zhob 
to Ghazni. Information regarding itl, however, is not very 
definite and distances are only approximate. 

Road.-Canzelroad throughout,. Obstacles : ( i)  Shinkai kotul 
in the 1st sCage ; no difficultly. 

(ii) The Glzazni river in the last stage : crossed by an easy 
ford. 

Route open througllout tlze year. 
Camping grounds.-Pnf or mat ion is 1- aguc ; i t  is probable 

there is camping space for a division a t  all intermediate stages 
except at stages 1 ancl 5, where there is room for at least 
1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For a division probably a t  stage 4, and for a t  least 
1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops a t  the 
other intermediate stages. 

Fuel.-Procurable a t  stage 3 ; practically no information on 
tlis point as regards otller stages. 

Fodder.-Bhusa obtainable a t  stages 2, 3,4, 6 and 7 ; camel 
grazing good throughout, except ill winter. 

Supplies.-Unground grain to an appreciable extent ob- 
tainable a t  stages 3, G and 7. 

of stage 
and I DETAILS. 

total a s -  
tance. I -- - - - - - - 

1 NIAZA CHINA . . 15 m. Camel road. 
--- I 

15 m.1 
Leaving z l l a  the road leads . for 3 miles 

where the district kllo\vn as Ch-aslzta is entsred ; the road 
thcil turns N. E. and follo~~rs t , l ~  Ci w ~ s h t a  lzala through 
nlucll Jalalzai cultivatioil for 2 mile.;. At 8 miles the Shinkai 
 hill^ are entered and are crossed by a kolal of the sa~me name 



ascent and descent easy. At about 15 miles Niaza China, 
a collection of Sulaiman Khel hamlets. 

Cn?npinq ground.-Probably for a t  least one infantry 
brigade with proportion of divisional troops cn the plain. 

Water.-No information. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder-Good camel graziilg except in winter. 
SzcppZies.-No information. 

2 MUNARI . . 8 m. Camel rooad. 

24 In. 
Road now leads ?J. W. At 2 miles the Gwashta *Sar 

is passed and at  4 miles the small fort of Zmak among low 
hills where there is room to encamp an infantry brigade, 
with sufficient water from several springs. At about 9 miles 
a collection of 6 villages on the Munari plain ; inhabitants 
Nassu Khel, Sulaimalz Khel. 

Cnnzping qro1cnd.-For a clivision or, the opou plniil. 
Water.-For aL least 2 infantry brigades from severai kare~cs. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
F'o L'der.--No grass ; a few hundred maunds bhusa usually 

procurable ; good camel grazing except in winter. 
Sz~pp1.i .,s.-No thing itppreciabl?. 

3 JAMBA . . 8 m. Camel road. 

32 m. 
Road continues N. W. across an open plain, locally 

known as the Shiniya ; road good throughout this march. A t  
8 miles a halting place lrnown as Jamba in the vic I nitg of 
which are 6 villages bzloi~ging to  the Adin Khel section of 
the Sulaiman Khel. 

Camping ground.-For a division if necessary on the open 
plain. 

Water.--For a t  least one infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops from several Earezes. 

Fuel.-Pr ocur able to  soiizc considerable cs tc i~ t  within a few 
miles of camp, as therc x c  numerous patclles of low scrub on 
tlls plain. 

* Probably in the wazikhwa range through which according to thc illap llie 
road runs in this vicinity. 



Fodder.--A few hundred illnunds bhusa slloulcl normally he 
procurable ; good came! grazing except in winkr. 

Supplies.-It sllould always be possible to collect a fiw 
hundred msunds uqground grain from the surrounding villages. 

4 DILA (ADIN . . 10 1x1. Camel road. 
--- KHEL).  

42 111. 
Road continues N.W. across a:l opc11 plain. At. 5 miles, 

group of hamlets lmown as Nassu Khel, being probab'y 
inliabitsd by that, section of the Sulaimail Khel. 

At Na3su Iihel Route 7-C. cornin? froin Kila-i-Uabaksr is 
oilly 1 mile distant to the E. on the plains : thereafter the 2 
routes gradually co3vergs, crossing a t  Dila a t  the end of tllz 
stage, a t  10 miles. - 

Camping ground.-For a dkieinn probably on t'he plain from 
karexes and the Aobnncl stream. 

1Vaier.-For EL d i \.ision. 
Fz~c1.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bht~sn normally nvnilsble ; 

good camel grazing except in winter. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 

5 SAR KALA 13 m. Camel road. 
--- KAREZ. 
54 m. 

Road follows Route 7-C, for 3 miles to Zara Kala (250 houses), 
at which point that  route branches off W. to  meet the Kabul- 
Kandahar road, and the present route continuss N.W. At 6 miles 
the Zhera (Zara) range is reached, the road winding for some 2 
iniles through low hills ; no difficulty ; road contiilues across an 
open plain. At 12 iniles Sar Kala Karez. 

Camping groz~nd.-No information ; i t  appears probable that 
there would be sufficient room for a t  least one infantrv brigade 
with proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For tJhe above force a t  least from karexes. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supp1ie.s.-No inf orrnation ; probably nil. 

6 AOBAND .. 10 m, Camel road, 



Road leads nearly due N. over an open plain. At 10 
miles the Taraki village of Aoband (50 houses). 

Camping ground.-For a division probably on the plain. 
Wafer.-For a t  least 1 infantry b~igixdr: with proportion of 

divisional troops horn Ezrexes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-About 100 maunds bhz~sn normally available ; 

good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies -About 103 niaunds ungrouncl grain procurable. 

'i BACHEGI .. 12 m. Camel road. 

76 m. 
Road runs N. scross the open Shilghar plain, on which 

are scattsred ssvoral Andari Ghilz~i  villages. A t  12 ~nilcs 
Bachegi. 

Camping grounc2.-For a division probably on the plain. 
I/Vnler.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades wit11 proporti01 O F  

divisional troops from karexes : animals could bs watered from 
the Ghazni river about 1 mile W. of camp. 

Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusa should be pro- 

curable ; good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain nor - 

m ally available. 

8 MASHAKI . . 12 in. Camel roacl. 
(6,900'). 

88 m. 
Road now leads N. E. across the plain ancl runs roughly 

parallel to  the Gllazni river, whose left bank remains about 
a mile distant. A t  7 miles ths road bsnda nearly due N. and 
the Ghazni river is crossed by an easy ford, thc: road thsn 
continuing N. to Mashaki reached a J 12 miles. hInshaki coil - 
sists of a group of 5 Anclsri Ghilzai villages, each surrounded 
by its own cultivation. 

Camping graunc?.-- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 2 Vide Route 15. stage 9. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 



ROUTE < .  [NO. 8-B. 
BARA KHEL TO MASHAKI. 

70 miles. 6 stages. 

Authority.-1st Afghan war records, 1839. 
Epitome. 

General description.-*4 connecting route between the two  
through Routes 8 and 15 ; the first 4stages of this route also 
form an alternative to  the last 4 stages of Route 8, wit,li which 
it runs roughly parallel. This route was followed by the 
Bombay column accoml3anied by field artillery in 1830. 

Road.-Camel road passable for wheeled artillcry throughout. 
No obslacles are encountered ; route open throughout the 

year. 
Camping grozinds.-Probably for a t  least 1 infantry brigade 

with proportlion of divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages. 
1,Vafer.-For a division at stages 3 and 5 and, for an infantry 

brigade with proportion of divisional trooys a t  all other inter- 
mediate stages. ' 

Fuel.-Practically no information. 
Fodder.-Bhusa a t  st>ages 2, 3,6 and 6 ; good camel grazing 

except in wink]-. 
S~cpp1ies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain a t  stages 

2, 3, 5 and 6. 
No. ' 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

DPTBILS. 

-- --A- - 
1 I MANSUR . . 13 in. Camel road; passable 

-- --- 
I KAREZ. for wheeled artillery. 

1 m. , 
Leaving Bsra Khel the road leads northwards over w 

plain for 5 or 6 miles, and then N. IV. across the hills S. of 
the Ab-i-Istada, road practicable for wheeled artillery. The 
last 5; miles are parallel to the IV. shore of t1he lake. No diffi- 
culties being spol<en of on this march, i t  is probable the 
road is good. 

At hlansur Karez are 3 or 4 hamlets on the ahore of Lako 
Ab-i-Istada, the water of which is salt. Very little cultiva- 
tion was seen by trhc Bombay colulnil in October 1839 in th is  
vicinity. 



Camping ground.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops on the shores of the lake. 

Water.-For the above force from a stream of clear water 
running into the lake. 

Fuel.-Probably nil. 
Fodder.-Probably fair camel grazing except in winter. 
Sup  plies.-Nil. 

2 TAZ (TAJH) . . 12 in. Camel road passable 
-- (Carny 2 miles for wheeled artillery. 

25 m. North of-) 
Road now runs N.W. over ~ndula~t ing count,ry. At 74 

miles a large, dry ravine is crossed; no difficulty. .4t 8 milei 
cross Route 8 which here runs nearly due N. and S. in its 8th 
stage. At 10 miles Ta,z, a fort and village about 2 miles W. 
of the main road (Route 8). 

Taz is situated about the cent,re of a wide gap in the range 
which bounds the Tarnak valley on t,he S. E. About 2 miles 
N. of Taz is the site of the camp used by t,he Bobbay column in 
1839. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 1 infant'ry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from an irrigation channel. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusa could be collected in 

the vicinity ; good camel grazing except in winter. 
Szcpp1ies.-A few hundred maunclv unground grain normally 

procurable. 
3 MUHAMMAD KALA 12 m. Camel road passablc 

--- [MUKUR DISTRICT] for wheeled artillery. 
37 m. (6,550'). 

The Mukur district is now entered. The road turns N.E. 
and re-crosses Route 8 a t  about 3 miles and runs roughly 
alongside i t  till the Tarnak river is reached a t  6 ~niles. 
Here Rtoute 8 leads across t'lie river and then heads due 
N. for Kala Sarkari, 7 miles distant, on the Kabul-Kandahar 
road, but the present route continues along the left bank of t,he 
Tarnak. At G miles R,oute 7-C., coming in from the S.E. and 
also leading to Kala Sarkari is crossed. The Bombaty column 
passed t,he following 2 villages both on the W. of tlre road, which 
can no longer be identified by those names, Arzhegi a t  33 miles 



and Karsi Kda a t  9 miles. A t  12 miles, Muhammad Kals, 
identifiable with the Islam Kala, where the Bombay column 
encamped. The main Kabul-Kandahar road (Route 15) is 
only 6 miles distant here to  the W. running under the hills on the 
opposite side of the valley. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infant'ry brigade with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For a division from t'he Tarnak river, 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to  an appreciable extent could be collected 

from the neighbouring villages. Good camel grazing except 
in winter. 

Supplies.-An appreciable quantity of unground grain could 
be collected from.the villages in this vicinity. 

4 A T A K  ( H O T A K )  13 m. Camel road passable 
--- for wheeled artillery. 
50 m. 

Road continues N. . along the left hank of the 
Tarnslr river. At 6 miles pass through the Tarctki village 
of Badam ICechar and between the 7th and 8th miles pass 
t,he following villages in turn, Khwajazai, Piuri and Sol khel. 
A range of low hills flanks the road now on the W. and 
there is a slight ascent onwards to the end of the stage. 

.it 13 miles Atak, a large fort and grdup of villages in 
the Jalnrud dist'rict which is entered here ; inhabitants Popalzui 
Duranis. Karez-i-Oba on the Kabul-Kandallar road (Route 16). 
is about 4 miles S.W. of Atak. At,ak is pra~t~ically on the 
watershed of the Tarnak river. 

Camping ground.-No in£ ormation. 
Water.--Probably for one infantry brigade, only, from an 

irrigation stream. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fo,Zder.--Good camel grazing except in wint,er. 
Supplies.--Nothing appreciable. 
6 B A K S H I  K A L A . .  10 m. Camel road passable 

-- for wheeled artillery. 
60 m. 

Road continues N.E. over undulating counbry and is 
still flanked by the low range on the W. Several watercourees 
and dry nalns are orossed. The Kandahar rood runs 



parallel, about 3 miles distant on the W. At 10 miles Bakqhi 
Kala, inhabitants Tokhi and Andari Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.-No information. 
Water.-For a division if necessary from the Gllazni river. 
FueE.-No information. 
Fodder.-A few hundred nlnunds bhusu procurable ; good 

camel grazing escept in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred nlaunds unground grain could Lo 

c ollec tecl. 
6 MASHA KI . . 10 m. Camel road ; passable 

for wheeled artillery. 
70 ni. 

Excellent rond in the samc direction (N.E.) over opy11 
and populated country. 

Villtl,ges are passed both on and near the ro~,,d, as well as 
Lohani camps in summer. Several watercourses, of no great 
difficulty, are crossed ; they run from N.E. to  S.W. sncl join tllc 
Ghazni river, which flows into tlhe Ab-i-Istach. '!Mnsh;~l:i is 
a large gronp of v,llagos, inhabitants An-lari Gllilmis. 'The 
plain here is extensively cultivated. 

The Kandaliar road is joined K. of the ninsllaki villa,g~s. 
Camping ground.- 
IVatcr.-- 
Fuel.-- I V i d e  Ron t !> 15, s t a g  9. 
Fodder.- 

- Supplies.- 
ROUTE NO. 9. 

MIZAN TO KALAT-I-GHILZAI. 
ViB the Purshi pass. 

95 miles. 9 stages. 

Authority .-Benn from native information, 1894. 
Epitome. 

General descripfio:2.-A main through route fro111 Zliol, to 
Kalat-i-G11ilzai on the liabul-KaVndahar road (Route 15). It 
connects a t  R'lizan with Routes in Nortllern Baluchistnn, Route 
30, which with Route 32 leads to  liarnardin Ksrcz the centre 
of many kafiln routes. 



Road.-Camel road throl~gliout ; would probably easily 
be made passable for wheeled artillery as the greater portion of the 
route traverses open plains. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) The Zhait and Lora stxealns in the 4th and 7 th sfages, 

respectively ; both crossed by easy fords. 
( i i )  The Purshi or Surkai pass in the 7th stage ; ascent rind 

descent easy. 
(iii) The Tarnak river in the last st>age ; temporarily un- 

fordable after heavy rain. 
Route open &hroughout the year. 
C'amping grounds.-Probably for a division a t  all stages. 
Water.-For a division a t  stages 1 and 9 and for an infantry 

brigade a t  least a t  all other stages : 
Fuel.-Scarce tllrougllout the route. 
Fodder.-Grass a t  stage 1 only; khasil a t  stage 9 for horses of 

a cavalry brigade daily during March and April; bhusa to  
s moderate extent a t  stages 2, 4, 5, 7 and 8 and 3,000 to  5,000 
rnauilds a t  stalge 9 ;  good canzel grazing throughout except in 
winter. 

Supplies.-Limited supply of unground grain a t  stages 2, 4 ,  
5,7 and 8 ; all suppliesffo a division for 1 or 2 weelis st stag? '3. 

N 0. 
- 

of st,age ' 

and j 
total dis-, 

tsnce. 1 
. - -- - - - - - - -- - - - -- 

1 KAFIR CHAH 9 m. Camel road. 
- 
Om. I 

'The road leaves RIizan (6,825'), direction S. NT. down tlie 
Multanai nala which joins the Iiand river nt 1 ~ilile. The track 
keeps to  the river bed, being confiiled oil the left by the lo\v 
hills of the Rfultansi range for 2 miles, \vhen the hilLs oil the 
left cease and Cllc countlry on both sides of the road is open. 
Here, too, the track loaves the river bed and ascends to the 
right bank, a rise of only 2' or 3'. A t  3 miles a track comes 
i l l  from the S. E. 17 liicll is the road to ICafir Chali. 

17ollolr.ing illis ille directioil is alnlost due W. At 5 imiles the 
N.E ., spurs of t,he Spinkai Tsallczn llills are passed on t lle left*, 
and at 7 miles the l<a,fir Chah range comes in on the right. Tlie 



track skirts the southern slopes of this range for another mile, and 
then meets the Tirkah nala which i t  follows from this poillt in 
a due northerly direction until the Kafir Chsh springs am met 
a t  9 miles. As seen from the hills above Spinkai Tsahan, &fir 
Chah appeared to  be a wide grassy plain. The place belongs 
to  the Hotak Ghilzais though the Mandarzai Kakara also graze 
their flocks on these plains. 

Camping ground.-For a division on the grassy plain. 
Water. -Probably sufficient for the above force from 5 or 6 

excellent springs. 
Fuel.--Scarce ; only a limited supply of scrub being procur- 

able. 
li'odder.-Grms for about one week for the horses of a cavalry 

brigade, could be cheeled from the grassy plain, except in winter ; 
bhusa to no appreciable extent ; a limited supply is kept by the 
nomad shepherds in the neighbourhood, which they will not 
part with ; camel grazing in abundance except in winter. 

S tc p pl ies.-Nil. 

2 SARGARI .. 8 m. Camel road ; suitable 
---- for wheeled artillery. 

17 m. 
Road now leads across the Shahidan plain, directlion 

N.W. At about 5 miles road winds through some lo~v  
hills and a t  8 miles Sargari which lies a t  the foot of the Shr1.z 
(>liar range. Sargari, large walled village surrounded by much 
nllltivation, inhabitants Tokhi Ghilzais. 

Camping groun3.-Probably for a division. 
]Vater.-Sufficient for a t  least 1 infantry brigade from 

springs. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to a moderate extent, ; camel grazing good 

exwpt in winter. 
Bupp1,lies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain normally 

available. 
0 
i) DARWAZA . . 8 m. Camel road suitable 

---- for wheeled a~tillery. 
23 m. 
Eoad continues N.W. across an open plain. At 8 miles 

Darwaza. where there i s  an epcampment of Tokhi ahilzair. 



Camping ground,-Probably for a division at least. 
1Vater.-Probably for a t  least 1 infantry brigade from springs 

in the bed of the Darwaza nala. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter, 
Sup plies.-N il. 

4 WUCHA 10 m. Camel road suitable 
I - MURGHA. for wheeled artillery. 

35 ni. 
Road contiilues N.W. across an. open plain. At 4 miles the 

Zheit stream is crossed by an easy ford ; thence road winds 
through low liills and emerges once more on t o  a plain. At 10 
miles the halting place known as Wucha Murgha. 

Camping ground.-Probably for a divisionrat least. 
Water.-For at least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 

divisional troops. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-No grass; bltusa obtainable t o  a limited extent; 

good camel grazing except in wiuter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain normally 

procurable here. 

5 LAWARGAI . . 10 m, Camel road suitable 
--- for wheeled ar tillery. 

45 m. 

Road runs nearly due W. for about 6 miles and then veers 
gradually to  the N. W. traversing an open plain throughout 
this march. ,Lit 10 miles Lawargai in the vicinity of which 
there are several Tokhi Ghilzai villages, also an  old Ghilzai fort 
called Kanalrall and a xiarat to one Khalifa Sahib. Lawar- 
gai appears also to  be known as Halatakh. 

Camping ground.-Probably for a division a t  least. Y 

Water.-For at least 2 infantry brigades from several karexes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Foclder.-Bhusa to  an  appreciable extent can be collected 

from the Tokhi villages ; camel grazing good except in winter. 
Szcpp1ies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain normally 

procurable. 
At Lawargai this route is crossed by Route 9-A coming from 

Zhob and leading to  Barrt Khel (Route 8, stage 5). 



6 LAND1 9 rn. Camel road. 
--- MURGHA. 
54 nl. 

The country of the Hotak Ghilzais is now entered, 
t h e  road running generally W. through low hills. At 6 miles 
the halting place of Lnndi Murgha,. 

Camping groz~nl.-No in£ orm at iox 
Water.--For an  infantry bri;ade at least, from s e ~ e r a l  wells. 
Fuel.-No inforination. 
Folder.-Fair camel grazing except in winter. 
St~pp2ies.-Nil. 

7 PSHAI . . 15 in. Camel road. 

69 m. 
Road runs N.W. across a sandy plain. At about "iiles 

the Lora river is crossetl by a11 easy ford. Here a calnel 
road runs N.W. llo tlzc Ab-i-Istadn Lake, some 50 iniles dis- 
tant. A t  about 12 miles the Surkll Koh range, ~vllich forms 
the castern boundary of the Tarnak valley, is crossed by the 
Purshi or Surkai pass, the ascent and descent of whicli is quite 
easy for camels. At 15 miles Pshai, near ~vl-Lich are several 
Hotali Ghilzai villages, also a Gllilzai post ~vllere transit duty 
is co1leci;ed. 

Camping grozcnd.-Probably for a division. 
IYater.-For a t  least an infantry brigacle from a s1)ring. 
Fz~e1.-No information. 
Folder.-l'robably a, few hundred rnaunds Ghusa procurable ; 

calnel grazing good esoept in winter. 
S 1~ppEies.-A few hundred maunds ungr ound grain should 

normally be available in this vicinity. 

S JANAT 11 ni. Camel road, suitablc 
* -- KHWARAH. for wheeled art,illery. 

80 m. 
Road changes its direction to  S. W. across a level plain. 

A t  about 11 miles Jana,t Ichwarah, the haltingplace. 
Camping ground.-Probably for a division. 
Water.--For a t  least Ecn infantry brigade, if necessary, from the 

Tirwa stream, a tributary of the Tarnak. 
E'ue1.-No information. 



R o m  No. 9dontd. / 

Fodder.-A few hundred meunds bhusa normally procurable, 
fair camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.--A few hundred inaunds unground grain could 
usually be collected from the adjacent villsgea. 

Route 15-C, from Robat to Kala Sarkari, both on the 
Kabul-Kandahar road, crosses this route a t  this atage. 

9 KALAT-I- 15 m. Camel road. 
GHILZAI. 

95 m. (5,643') 
Road runs due W. acroas a plain on which am a few 

low hills. At I) miles the Tirwah stream is crossed by an 
easy ford; the road then turns N.W. heading straight for 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai, which stand? on the far (right) bank of the 
Tarnak river, necessitating the crossing of this river. The 
Tarnak here in winter has a stream 20x  to 5 0 X  broad and 2' to  
3' deep, banks in most places rugged and precipitous ; always 
fordable except after heavy rains. At 15 miles Kalat-i-Ghilzei. 

KALAT-I-GHILZAI (5,543'). Population 1,500 r hiefly 
Hotak and Tolrlli Ghilzais. Garrison (1912) 1 squadron 

3 batteries and 3 battalioils illfantry. lConsijts of two 
fortified villages on the right bank of the Tarnak, N.W. of the 
fort8, and some felt tents on the plain around. 

Port.--ln 1880 Major Gaselee described the fort as being 
a work of irregular profile, situated on a hill 100' above the sur- 
rounding plain. Roughly in the form of an oblonp ; N. and S. 
fwes 300X long, E. and W. faces l5Ox long. Main gateway 
in the 8. face ; approaches are steep and fairly well flanked by a 
wall facing N.E. ; rampart is surrounded by a loopholed wall 6' 
ligh, 2' thick ; loopholes faulty and ill-con-structed admittin? of 
shelter being obtained under the \;-all ; both mall and ramyart 
are much out of repair. It 1 ~ 0 ~ d d  be necessary to breaoh the 
walls before attempting an assaultl. The weak point is on the 
N. side lvllere there is an unused gateway ; her; ~ i l e  wall is very 
thin alld the approaches to it not SO steep as on the other side. 
Thcrc is a hill GOOX N.W., whilst to the W. lies 
high ground, on which batteries could be erected to enfilade 

the N. and S. faces. The forL was not considered, ir. 
1882, fit to resist troops armed with rifled guns and modern 
rifles, Inside the fort are some buildings which would serve as 
hapit& and store houses. In the centre on an artificial 



earthen mound is a citadel or keep 80' above the main fort 
which i t  would be impossible to  scale, but on the fort falling i t  
could not hold out for want of wpter wl~ich is obtained fro111 
a perennial spring at the foot of the x ~ ~ ; l i l d  on which the kccp 
is built. It has, however, a good command over the surround- 
ing country. 

Camping ground.- For a division on the open plain between 
the fort and the river.* 

Water.--For a division and more from the Tarnak river. 
FueL-Scarce ; the country in the vicinity is generally bare 

of trees with the exception of a few fruit trees on the hill slopes. 
Fodder.-Khasil for the horses of a cavalry brigade, clnily, 

' during March and April ; probably fro:li 3,000 t o  5,000 inailncls 
bhusa always procurable ; good camel grazing except in ~cintcr. 

Sz~pplies.-Practically all supplies sufficient for a clivisiorl 
fur 1 or 2 meks  would normally bs available. 

On Sir F. Roberts' arrival a t  Icalat-i-Glzil~ai on tlie 23rcl 
Sugu;t 1880 he found tlint the OfEcer Coinmanding the garrison 
had anticipated thc arrival of the coluuzn by collecting a. 
considerable quantity of stores and forage. 

ROUTE NO. 9-A. 
KAJIR TO BARA KHEL. 

94 miles. 9 stages. 
Authority.-Afghan war records, 1539. 

Epitome. 
G'enerccE description.-A kafila route f ro~n  the Zllol) \,alley to 

thc 'I'okbi Ghilzai country ; also a connecting route betwceii 
the through Routes 8, 9 and 10, which arc crossecl a t  stagcs !I, 
(i and 2 ~.especti~ely ; again this route to5etlier with Route 8-I3 
and the last seAion 01 Route 8, both of which are joined a t  Bara 
Khel, form connections between the Zhob and the Kabul- 
Kandahar road which is met a t  Mashaki (stage 13) in tlie first 
instance and a t  Kala Sarkari (stage 16) in the latter. The 
greater part of this routle was followed in tlie 1st Afghan war 
in 1839 by the Bombay column, accompanied by field artil- 
lery. 

*rhe Kabul-Kandahar Forco encamped here on the 23rd-24th August 1880. 



It connects a t  Kajir with Routesin Northern Baluchistan, 
Route 6 tQ Kamardin Karez and Route 61 to Quetta. 

Road.-Camel road throughout, passable for wheeled artil- 
lery, though guns would have to be man handled in plaaes, in the 
present state of the road. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) Kadanai river in the first stage ; crossed by an easy 

ford. 
(ii) The Shadikhak pass also in this stage ; difficult for gune. 
(iii) Tim Surkhab range in the 2nd stage no difficulty. 
(iv) The Shiri kotal in the 6th stage ; ascent and descent 

easy. 
(v) A mass of hills in the 7th stage,separating the Ghun- 

dan and Upper Lora valleys ; first range crossed by 
tlie Jallu lcotal presenting no difficulty, thence succes- 
sion of ascents and descents with a very bad road overb 
remaining hills. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping grounds.- For a t  least 1 infantry brigade at all 
Water. - ) intermediate stages. 
Fuel.-Very little information, probably scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to an appreciable amount a t  stages 4, 6 

and 7 ; fair to good camel grazing throughout except in winter. 
Supplies.-Only a few hundred maunds unground grain 

procurable a t  stages 4, 6 and 7. 
No. , 

of stage 1 
and 1 DETAILS. 

total dis- 
tance. 

.- . - - - - - - - - --- 

, 1 i KHUDU CHAMAN . . 10 m. Camel road, 
I 

Leaving Kajir tlie road leads N.W. and maintnim 
this direction generally througliout this march. At 2 miles 
the Kadanai river, wliich marks the Afghan boundary liere, 
i s  crossed near its source ; no difficulty. At about 5 miles 
the Nakhns range is crossed by the Shadikllak pass which is 
difficult for guns. At the northern foot of the pass is the Barak- 
zsi Durani village of Po t i  Tlie road then runs down the bed 



of a, watercourse to Khudu Chaman, reached a t  10 miles, where 
there is a small stream corning from the hills to the E. 

Camping ground.-No information ; space appears to be con- 
fined ; probably not room for more than one infantry brigade. 

Water.-For the above force from the stream referred to. 
Fuel.-No, information. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable, though there is a little 

cultivation in the vicinity. 
2 SAR-I-SIJRKHAB 15 m. Camel road. 

25 m. 
Road runs N. throughout the stage a t  fist over a small 

range, then aoross an undulating valley, and is generallv 
difficult for guns. At 4 miles, wells called Babakar ~hahaii .  
Here Route 10, the main X*trfilri route from the Zhob valley 
to Kandahar, coming in from the E. is crossed. 

After crowing the first hills there is apparently a steady 
ascent to the summit of the Surkhab range, the highest point 
of which is about half-way to Sar-i-Surkhab. Thence a con- 
siderable descent to the valley of n stream called the Surkhab. 
The road follon s its course for the last mile. Camp a t  the head 
of the valley near the source of the branch of this river. 

The road on this march is described as being fatiguing for 
both horses and camels. 

Camping ground.-No information as to space. 
Water.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with proportion of 

divisional troops from the Surkhab stream. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.--Fair grazing except in winter. 
Rupplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

3 NADIR QEM . . 8 m. Camel road. 

33 m. 
Road follows the Surkhab ~:or[Ilwards, l i c  minds 

through high hills. Its valley is apparently a naioro\;- one, 
and the road in the bed of the water course is over loose 
stones, and difficult for guns. The descent is solnewhat 
rapid. The halting-place is a t  a few huts called Nadir Deh. on 
the bank of the Surkhab atream. 



ROUTE No. 9-A-contd. 
At this hamlet the Bombay troops found some bhusa secret- 

ed by the people who had deserted the country on their approach. 
N O T E - F ~ O ~  Nadir Deh a t,cack leads to Abdulln Kala on the Burkhnb 9 

whence it follows the river to Maruf. 

Camping ground.-'For an infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with pr~port~ion 

of divisional troops f h m  the Surkhab. 
Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing in spring and autumn. 
Supplies.-N il. 

4 SPINWARI .. 10 m. Camel road. 

43 m. 
Road runs N. throughout the stage. For the first 3 miles i t  

follows the bed of the Surkhab through a narrow .valley as in the 
last march. TlieSurkhabvalleythen opens intothat of Maruf, 
and the stream bends N.W. to join the Arghastan, some 10 or 11 
mile8 above Maruf fort. The Blaruf or Arghastan valley, 
stretching S. V!. appears to be open and traversable by all arms. 

1. rom where the Surkhab is quitked, tlze road continues n0rt.h- 
wards and winds among hills, with several ascents and descents. 
(It might be better to follow the Surkhab some miles further 
and then ascend the valley ; the distance nrould be greater, but 
road probably better for artillery.) The Upper Arghastan val- 
ley appears to be entered at about 9 miles. It is cultivafed, 
but the inhabitants are said to live in tents, which they no doubt 
shift according to t,he season. 

Spinwari is a mound (the ruins of a city) on the left bank of 
the river which here runs in a deep bed (described as a large 
ravine) containing plenty of water. It is about 20 milee N.E. 
of Mrtruf fort and in the same valley. A kafila route from Dern 
Ismail Khan to Kandahar crosses here. 

Campiny ground.-For at  least, 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
port ion of divisional troops. 

Watel-.-For more than the above force from the Arghastan 
river. 

Fuel.-No information. 
Fodder. -An appreciable amount of bhusn llornl ally avni 1 - 

able ; fair camel grazing, except in winter. 
Supplies.--A few hundred maunds ungronnd grain ordinarily 

proourable. 



ROUTE No, 9-A---contd. 

5 BASSUR KHEL . . 11 m. Camel road. 
-- 
54 m. 
Road now runs N.E. up the Arghastan valley. At about 

6f miles Musa Utak (Ulak), a settlement of Hotak Ghilzais, 
a t  the foot of a small range of hills known as Baireghar 
running E. and W. on the left of the road. 

Thence the road winds among hills for 5 miles with a con- 
siderable'ascent. BassurKhel is a collection of small Hotali 
Ghilzai hamlets. 

Camping ground.-No details. 
Water.-For an infantry brigade, at least, from a small trihum 

tary of the Arghastan river. 
Fu.el.- 1 No information, but probably goocl camel gr~zing 
Fodc1er.- except in winter. 
Supplies.--Nil. 

8 GHUNDAN .. 10m. Camelroad. 

64 m. 
The road goes N.E. apparently along the hills, for 

about 6 or 6 miles, and then crosses a range by the Shiri kotu7. 
The road is not good, but the light guns of the Bombay 
Clolumn met with no obstruction. Immediately the koinr! is pass- 
ed, Route 9, the through route from Zhob to Kalat-i-Ghilzai, 
coming from the S.E. is crossed a t  Lawargai, stage 6 of that route. 

Leaving Lawargai a large, dry watercourse is entered. 
There is an ascent from this a t  8 miles, and then a gradual rise 
to the camping ground which takes its name from a lofty hill 
near by on the right (E.). The district is also called Ghundan. 
The camp oi the Bombay Column was on the bank of a deep, 
dry ravine, with a good stream of water in an irrigation channel 
close to it. There is cultivation here, and 3 or 4 miles to the M'. 
are several villages. The people of the district are Tokhi Gl~il- 
za,is, and their chief has a fort 2 miles N.E. of Ghundan village. 
The valley in which i t  is situated appears to be of some size : itt 
lies E. and ITT. and clrains to the Lora river, an affluent of 
the Argllastan. 

Cu?npiny qrolc~td.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportioi~ or cli~isiona~l troops on the site described above. 



Wader.--For a force larger than the above from tho 
referred to, 

Fuel.-No information. 
.Fodder.-No details, but a; few hundred maunds bhusu should 

always be procurable, good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supp1iea.-A few hundred m a d  unground grain normally 

available. 

7 KISHANI . . 11 m. Camel road. 

Road continues N.E. A mass of hills separates the Gliundail 
valley from that of the Upper Lora river. The route nortli- 
wards lies across an open plain for 4miles, and then over theso 
hills, ~vliicli are, no doubt, a series of parallel ridges, resembl- 
ing those frequently met with elsewhere in S. Afghanistan. 
The first range is crossed by the Jallu kotal which appears to 
1 de  easy. Thence a succession of ascents and descents ; the road 
is very bad, and it was with difficulty the Bombay Column 
got their artillery along it. The hills are not cleared till the 
end of the march, when a large valley is entered extending 
S.W. The watercourse running down this is the main branch 
of the (Arghastan) Lora river. The valley is cultivated 
and populous, the inhabitants being Tokhi Gliilzais. The road 
turns N.E. after leaving the hills, but the camping place of the 
Bombay Column was a t  their foot, near the Mapan hamlets. 

The name Kishani is given to a tract of some size in which 
are various villages or hamlets. 

Caljzping ground.-Bar a t  least 2 infantry brigades with pro- 
portion of divisional troops near Mapan hamlets. 

TVater.-For the above force, and more, from the Arghastan 
(Lorit) river. 

Fue2.No information. 
Fodder.-About 500 maunds bhusa should normally be col- 

lected here ; good camel grazing except in winter. 
Xz~pp1ies.-At least 500 lnaunds unground grain from the 

adjacent villages should be available. 
8 JAMIAT .. 8 m. Camel road. 



ROUTE No. 9-A-concld. 

Road continues N.E. veering more towards E. than in 
tho last stage; road good and rum throughout ithe stage in 

ir valley diverging from the main hills. At 8 miles Jamiat, 
a collection of $mall hamlets. 

Clamping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above foroe from an irrigation stream. 
Fuel.-No in.€ ormation. 
Go&er.--Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

9 BARA KHEL . . 11 m. Camel road. 

94 111. 
Road continues N.E. over a, plain intersected a t  intervalr~ 

by dry watercourses. At 11 miles a group of large villages 
belonging to the Tokhi Ghilzais, known as Bara Khel, The 
halting place is also known as Tarkar- ka-Sir. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuei.- 1 

i 
Vif le  Route 8, stage 5. 

Fodder.- 
Supplies,- 

ROUTE NO. 9-B. 
TIRKHA TO SAR-I-SURKHAB. 

15 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority .-Nardall, 1892 ; Benn, 1894. 
Epitome. 

General description.-A small, branch route from Tirkha in 
Zhob which joins Route 9-A a t  Sar-i-Surkhab (stage 2). 

Road.-Camel road. 
The only obstacle which is met is the Kand river in the 1st 

stage which is crossed by an easy ford. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Carrbping ground.--For at least 2 infantry brigades with 

proportion of divisional troops aL the intermediate stage. 
Water.-For the above force at th : intermediate stage. 
Yud.4caroe. 



Fodder.-About 100 maunda bkusa at the intermediate ekge ; 
good camel grazing along the route, except in winter. 

Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

No. I 
of stage I 

and I DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 

1 / MURGHAI .. 6 m. Camel road. 

6m.j 
Leaving Tirkha the road follows the Tirkha a&, direc- 

tion N.W. At 34 miles the Kand river is crossed, and 
the cultivated fields of the ToklG Ghilzais entered on the oppo- 
site bank, the direction still being N. W. On the left is a tope 
of tamarisk jungle called Mundan jungle. Camp reached a t  
Ci miles. 

hlurghai Iiala is a small village, belonging to the TokM Ghil- 
zaia, near the low spur of the Zhiobai range to the N. 

Camping qrozmd.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades, with 
proportion ot divisioual troops on the plain. 

Water.-#.or the above force from Enrezes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-About 100 maunds bhusa procurable ; good camel 

grazing except in the winter. 
Supplies.-No thing appreciable. 

2 SAR-I-SURKHAB . . 9 m. Camel road, 

Leaving camp, road continues N.W. across open plains 
for 4 miles when one of t11: soutlicrn spurs of the Zhiobai range, 
is met, round which the road winds. At G miles cross a range of 
hills by an easy pass, the road thereafter emerging on to the 
plain beyond. 

Camping ground.- . 
IVuter.- 
Puel- 1 Vide Route 9-A, stage 2. 
Fodder.-- 
~ i c p  plies. 1 



ROUTE NO, 10. 

RASHID KALA (ZHOB) TO KANDAHAR. 

J ViB Maruf and Amin Kala. 
1214 miles. 10 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1880, and native 
information. 

Epitome. 

General description.-A main, through kafila route from 
Zhob to Kandahar, the greater portion of which follows the 
Arghastan river. It connects a t  Rashid Kala with Routes 
in N. Baluchistan, Route 20 to Kamardin Karez. 

Road.-Camel road to Mandi Hissar (stage 9); thence dis- 
used cart road made by the British in 1880, with slight repair 
passable for carts again. 

The following obstacles are encountered. 
(i) Arghastan and Lora rivers, in the 5th stage, both 

crossed by easy fords. 
( ii) The Tarnak and Shorad rivers, in the last stage ; both 

crossed by easy fords. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For a division a t  st'agea 1, 3, 8 and 9 

and for a t  least 3 a t  Handahar ; no information regarding 
stages 2 and 5 ; for a t  least an infantry brigade a t  ren~aiiling 
stages. 

Water.--For an infantry brigade a t  least a t  all stages, but 
for a division also a t  stages 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 10. 

Fuel.-Scarce, except a t  Maruf, (stage 3), where the hills 
surrounding the town are more or less wooded. 

Podd~r.-(irass only a t  stage 6;; khasil for tlie lrorses of n 
cavalry brigade daily, during Marc11 ancl April a t  stages 3, Ci 
and 10, and for a cavalry regiment for the sanie period aft stacre 9 
8 ; bhusa in varying quantities a t  stages 6, 7, 8, 9 a'nd 10; fair 
to good camel grazing througllout except in wintel.. 

Supplies.-Unground grain in varying quantities a t  stages 
6, 7, 8, and 0 ; sheep and goats in largc numbers at stages 
6 and 9, and cattle also a t  stage 6 ; almonds, grapes, figs, apples, 
etc., a t  stage 3 ; for supplies, etc., ai; Icandahar see Route 12, 
stage 6. 



DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 1 
-- 

1 BABAKAR CHAHAN . . 10 nl. Camel road. -( (6,375') 
10 m. 
Leaving Rashid Hnla there are 2 tracks, one each from the 

upper and lower camping grounds. 
The track froin the upper camping ground,on the left bank 

of the river leaves caiilp in a westerly direction, and a t  once 
drops by a ratlier steep descent into the Kand river bed, which 
it f o l l o ~ s  for about 1 mile and then ascen3s the right bank. 
A road would have to be made, here, as t,he ascent is steep and 
difficult. On reaching the right bank, i t  is joined by tlie track 
wllich comes froin the lower camping ground and which ia 
really the main track. The road now leads over tlie cultivated 
fields of the Tokhi Ghilzais along the right bank of the river, 
some 20' above the stream. This cuts off a large bend in the 
river, a t  this point, which would mean a long detour if the road 
in tlie river bed were taken. At 2 miles the track after crossing 
the cultivation drops into the river bed again. On the right 
and left are low hills ; those on the right about $ mile distant 
and much higher than those on the left, which approach close 
to the river bank. The river bed here is 150 yards broad, 
with good flow of running water about 8 inclies deep, over sand 
and shingle ; the banks are 8 or 9 feet high. On the right i8 
a small Tokhi village called Mulla IChel Kala. The t.rack follows 
the river bed thus for about 3 miles, and the stream has to  be 
crossed inany times. A few quicksands mere met, into which 
horses sank up to their hocks, but these were off tlie actual 
track. At  5 iniles tlie river takes a bend t,o the N. and from 
this point it loses the name of the Kand and is called the Surkhab. 
This sharp bend to the N. is opposite tlie junction of the 
~Vuclllnande, or IVucha na!n wllicli comes in from the S.W. 
going up tlie left bank. I n  the bend on the right bank is a small 
Ghilzai village and cult,ivation. Up to this point there has 
been cultivation all along the right bank; none on the left. 
The river now appears to enter a gorge to the N. and the hill0 
on either side are high and immediately over the river banke, 



The track to  Babakar Challan leaves the river bed and 
ascends the left bank by a path and continues S.W. Passing 
ovcr the spur of a low hill, i t  st once enters the Darai naln 
through c~iltivated Gelds between the Shalagai hills to tile s. 
and the Darai hills on the IJ. xrllich are :\boat mile apart. 

At  6 miles a small Tokhi Ghilzai habitation is passed on the 
right., and the Darai hills disappear to the N.W. The track 
now runs a zigzag course among cultivated fields and water 
channels, until the head of the Darai na7a is reached, where 
there is a spring of good water in the clelt of a rock on the left. 
Tlie Shalagai hills have now approtiched the txack and the path 
aasses - over a low spur, rising 40 feet in 100 ~7;~rcis. A 
gradual rise is continued from this point wit11 open country 
on bot,h sides until a t  7 miles a slraggling vil!agc belonging 
to  the Alizai Icalsars is reached. The track runs through cul- 
tivation for another mile, when a t  Y miles is a sp ing  among 
eome rocks, in the centre oi the valley, and t,he cultivation ceases. 

Beyond thisspring the road is between hills on both sides 
and up  a gradual ascent for nearly 2 milcs. This valley is only 
200 yards wide. 

At 99 miles the top of the rise is reached (250' in 12 miles) 
and the track runs over level and open ground for & mile ; when 
jt drops down over low hills and uneven ground until Babakar 
Chahan is reached a t  10 miles. Babakar Chahan is a barren 
looking spot surrounded by low hills with :our wells and a 
grassy plot a t  its S.W. side, and a well kept praying ground at. 
i ts  N.E. border. The space between these low hills is 250x 
longby 250X broad, but from its S.W. edge an open stretch of 
land, 150X wide, extends for a considerable distance to the S. W. 
so that  there would be ample rooill for a camping ground for 
a, large force. Tlie water in three or the wells mas sweet and 
clear ; that  in the fourth was discoloured and was evidently 
polluted. The supply is plentiful and the springs are said to 
be perennial. 

Camping ground.-For a division on the site described. 
1,Vater.-For an infantry brigade, only, iron1 the wells men- 

tioned. 
Fuel.--Scarce. 
Fodder.-No grass ; good camel grazing except in winter. 



! 
' Supplies.-Nil. 

Here Route 9-A, running from ICnjir in Zhob to Bara Khel, 
is cro:;secl. 

2 @\VANZA . . 12 m. Camel road. 

22 Ill, 

Traclr leaves Babaliar Chahan th~.ougll i h s  low hills inl- 
~nediately to the S.W. There is a ~vell-defined track. 
Continuing N.T,V. i t  passcs over llle 1;otl;~i hii!s, by a n  easy 
. Thc roacl is said l o  1)e fit for laden ca1:ieIs. Chlnp 

ri is i-eaclled a t  12  n~iles. ~hc;.c are :nni;y !3ar~,lizsi D_)ur.ai~i vil- 
lages in the rlcinity. 

Cctmping g~.oitfic!.--'r\'o information. 
Waier.-For an iofantry brigade or more fro111 the Kol;a- 

cha ncdin. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Su23plies.-Nothing appreciable. 

3 MARGF . . 15 m. Camel road. 
(6,000') 

37 m. 

Leaving Gwanza the track runs N. W. for 4 miles, where 
i t  turns at right angles to the left and heads S.W. for Maruf. 
A t  this turn a canl,~I track runs roughly E. to Nadir Deh. 

A t  9 miles t,he hghas tan  valley is entered, the track hither- 
to llaving lain among low hills which now cease. From this 
point to  near liandahar the route follows the Arghastan valley, 
At 15 miles Maruf. 

Maruf is described as situated in the cent're. of an almost 
circular plat,eau, surrounded by hills inore or less wooded, 
the plateau being very extensively cultivated. The town 
is on the left bank of the river, the : for t  on the right. The 
fort was partially demolished by Outram in 1840 to punish 
the Bczrakzais for l~lassacring camp followers and it is ' believed 
that St has not been properly renewed. 

Exports : almonds, grapes, figs, smuggled into Toba in large 
quantities, particularly vici the Shahidaa and Shishger routes. 



Grapes and figs are dutiable by the Amir's Customs, and the 
export of almonds is absolutely forbidden. Donkeys are 

used in this smuggling trade, as they are easier to 
hide than camels. These kafitas of almonds, however, are 
said never to be stopped by the Amir's posts except when they 
cannot afford to pay the dastur of three liabuli rupees per camel 
load. 

No manufactures either of arms or cloth are carried on in 
Maruf. The garrison consists of sboui; 120 khasndars. The level 
is probably well below 6,000 feet, as grapes, etc., appear to 
ripen every year. 

Canzpiztg grozbnd.-For a division. 
Water.-For tlic above force from the Arghastan river 

and many irrigation channels. 
Fuel.-Abundant from the IF-ooded llills referred to. 
Fodder.-Khasil for the horses O F  a cavalry brigade daily 

during April and May ; probably between 2,000 and 4,000 maurids 
bhusn ordinarily available ; good camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-About 2,000 to 4,000 maunds unground grain 
should normally be procurable; almonds, grapes and figs as 
already described. 

4 MEZMIN KHAN . . 14 m. Camel road, 

Road continues S. W. along the left bank of the Arghastan 
river. 

At  11 and 12 miles pass the Barslczai villages of Arvat and 
Muhammad Aslam respectively, both on the right bank of 
the river. At 14 miles Mezkin Khan. 

Camp on the left bank of the river, village u on the opposite 
bank. 

Camping ground.-No details, probably for one infantry 
brigade a t  least. 

Water.-For an infantry brigade a t  least from the Arghnstan. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 



5 NUR MUHAMMAD 14 m. Camel road. -- KHAN. 
65 m. 
From the map it would appear that  the Arghastan 

mas forded here and that  the track temporarily leaves 
thislvalley and crossing a range of ' hills descends into the 
valley of the Lora river which is also crossed. The fording of 
the Arghastan and Lora rivers in these upper reaches can 
present no difficulty. The Lora river is reached at 8 miles 
and the track continues nearly due W. along its right bank. 
At 14 miles Nur Mullammad Khan, a Barakzai village with 
a fort. 

Camping ground.-No information. 
Water.-For a division and more from the Arghastccn. 
Pue1.-No information. 
Fodder.-Possibly 1,000 maunds bhusn could be collected. 

Good camel grazing except in the winter. 
Supplies.-About 1,000 n~aunds unground grain normally 

available. 

6 AMIN KALA.. 14 m. Camel road. 

The road now runs N.W. At 6 miles the Arghastan 
coming in from the S.E. joins the Lora, the 2 rivers 
thereafter being kiiomn a.s the Arghastan ; at 10 miles 
the Khushlr Rud is crossed by an easy ford, just prior to  i ts  
junction with the Arghastan. Thence the road turns S.W. 
and heads direct for Amin Kala which is reached a t  14 miles, 
the Wandoz nula, being crossed just before camp. 

Amin Icala, Halnakzai village (100 houses) ; very wealthy, 
inhabit,ants onrning broad tracts of well-irrigated lands ; also a 
fort which, Ilo~vever, is co~n~rtanded by an adjacent hill. 

Ca?~tping grolcnc1.-For at least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

TVater.--For a divisioii and more from the Arghastan. 
E'ILCZ.-NO information. 
Fodc7er.-Grass plentiful except in winter ; lchccsil for the 

horses of a cavalry brigade dailyduring April and May J about 



5,000 maunds bhusn should normally be procurable ; good 
camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-There are 4 large Barakeai villages viz. Gaifulla, 
Abdul. Latif, Mir Aslain and Mir Alarn within 2 miles of Arnin 
Kala to the N. on the right bank of the Wandoz (Wuchanakar ) 
nala. From these villages it is estimated that 5,000 maunds 
unground grain could normally be collected and there are 
several miles. Cattle, sheep and goats in large numbers can 
also be obtained. 

7 ATA MUHAMMAD 9 m. Camel road. 
-- 
88 rn. 
The road runs S.W. on the right bank of the Arghastan. 
At intervals of about 4 mile are Muhammad Hasan, Ab- 

dulls Khan, and Pir Muhammad. From Pir Mulia~nmad 
to Ata Mullammad (about 64 miles), the road passing under 
the lligh hill to the N. of the latter place becomes very difficult 
for wheeled traffic. In  a few places it would be necessary 
to leave the road and pass through the low gravelly hills to th9 
N. owing to the rocky and dangerous nature of the path along 
the river bank. Between Pir ~ u h a m m a d  and Ata Muhammad 
is the village of Fakhr-ud-din, and on the left bank close to 
Fakhr-ud-din is the Lallar nnla, 3 iniles from the moGtli of 
which is the village of Somailai. Between Amin Kala and Pir 
IMuha,mmad, on the left bank of the river, is Tajao, to the S.E. 
of which are the villages of Muhainmad Khan, Loi arez, ICach - 
nai Ksrez, a a d  Iinarat. To the four latter villages there is a 
rough road froin Amin Khan. 

Ata Muhammad (50 houses), inhabitants Muhammadzai 
Barakzais who own a large tract of cultivated land and a water- 
mill. 

Curnping gro7lnd.-For one infantry brigade. 
Water.-For a division and more from the Arghastan. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-About 500 to 1,000 maunds bfhusa could be  collect^ 

ed ; good camel grazing near camp except in winter. 
Supplies.-About 1,000 illaunds unground grain could be 

collected from the Barakzai villages of Sagzai, Khogani and 
Fskhr-ud-din. 



8 MURGHAN KECHAR . . 16 m, Camel road. 
- (3,660') 

103 m. 
The road proceeds \V. along tlie right bank of the river for 

about 12 miles, wlieil it turns N. and leaves the valley oE the 
Arghastan, crossing a low total, which offers little difficulty for 
the passage of guns. It then proceeds in a westerly direction 
towards Murghan Mechar. 

The right bank of the Arghastan, along which the road 
runs, slopes gradually down to the water. The opposite 
bsnl; is steep and only accessible a t  interval3 to guns and 
cavalry. 

Sangzai, Karwan Kats, and Batar are passed a t  '3, 5, and 
7 miles, respectively. 

Before reaching Sangzai the Sodailai and two small nalas 
are crossed. On the former is situated the village of Khogani, 
n-hicll coilsists of three hainlets about halE a iliile apart. 

The nalas present no difficulty to the 1xmsag-e of guns. Tho 
drainage from the hills on the right of the rozd falling into the 
]liver crosses and cuts up  the track a t  frequent intervals, bllt 
most of the nalas thus formed can be made practicable for 
guns with a few minutes' labour. 

The road is commanded on the right, throughout almost 
its entire length, by low undulating hills. An enterprising 
enemy might seriously annoy convoys, all the ground being 
favourable for the concealment of large bodies of men. 

At about 15 miles the Popalzai village of Murghan Kechar 
(200 houses), situated on a wide plain which extends to  tho 
left bank of the Tarnak river about 5 miles to the N. ; village 
is thus about midway between the Tarnak and Arghastan 
rivers. Detachment of Afghan infantry was quartered here 
in 1878-80 ; heliographic communication can be established 
between the village and " Piquet Hill ' h t  Kandahar. 

Carnping ground.-For a division and more on the plain 
relerred to. 

T.TTater.-For the above force fro= tributary streams of the 
Argllastan and Tarnak rivers, x good stream flowing $ mile S. 
of camp ; animals would probably have to be watered at either 
of the 2 rivers. c 

Fz~e1.-No informatio!~. 



Fodder.- Khasil for the horses of a cavalry regiment a t  least, 
daily between the 15th March and the 15th May; about 
1,000 maunds bi~usa ordinarily procurable ; good camel grazing 
except in the depth of the winter. 

Szcpp1ies.-At least 1,000 maunds unground grain sliould be 
normally available. 

9 MANDI HISSAR . . 8 nl. Cainelroad. 

Roacl now proceeds nearly \V. ; at, 1 ~ni le  nab is met 
which would be difficult to cross wit11 guns during rainy 
weather, oiling to the swampy nature of tile ground near 
tlie road, and a slight detour to either bank ivould Le neces- 
sary ; between the 4th and 5th miles a second nnla is met, 
wllicli presents little difficulty ; with these exceptions the 
road tliroughout the stage, wllicll passes through a stony, un- 
dulating country is good. ilt 8 iniles llancli Hissnr (100 houses) 
inhabitants Nurzais ancl Bczralizais. 

Camping ground.-For a division, though limits a x  liable 
to be restricted owing to cultivation ; camping ground in 1879- 
80 was protected by a walled clcfensible enclosure and ditch, 
which was in good order in 1893, but this camp was only suf- 
ficient for 2 brigades. 

Water.-For the above force from kareres near camp,' and 
from the Tarnak river 2 miles N. of camp, where animals could 
be watered. 

Fuel.--No informatioa. 
Fodder.-A few hundred nlaunds blbusn normally available ; 

camel grazing only fair and nil in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain ordin- 

arily procurable, also 300 to 500 sheep. Allout 100 transport 
camels could generally be relied on here. 

10 KANDAHAR . ,  101n.4f. Disused cart road; 
--- (3,462') with slight repair pass- 
121 m. 4 f. able for carts again. 

B'or description of this stage and of Bandabar vide Route 12, 
stage 6, , I '  



ROUTE NO. 10-A. 
RASHID KALA TO KAJIR, 

Vici the Birka Pass. 
26 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority.-Nat'ive information, 1894. 

General description.--One of tlie roads connecting Rashid 
Kala with the Kadanai. rt connects a t  Kajir with Routes 
in Northern Baluchist.an, Routes 6 and 63. 

Road.-First stage camel road ; 2nd stage mule road. 
The Birka pass (7,880') in the 2nd stage is the only obstacle 

met with ; i t  presents no serious difficulty to laden mules. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Camping grounc1.-Eor 1 battalion a t  stage 1, and for 

1 infantry brigade a t  stage 2. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least at both stages. 
Ftcel.-Scarce a t  interinediate stage, plentiful a t  Kajir. 
Fodder.-A little b husn a t  Kajit ; good camel grazing through- 

out. 
Supplies -200 to 300 maunds unground grain procurable 

from Kajir. 
--- 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 
tance. ----- -- -- 

1 I PASHGHBARGAI . . 11 m. Camel road. 
j KHULA(6,625'). 

11 m. I 
General direction S. ; road passable for all arms through- 

out the stage. 
The track leaves camp in an  S.E. direction across the Tanda 

Ragah, with the Tanda naEa parallel on the left. At 2 miles 
i t  drops to the camping ground in tlie bed of the Tanda nala 
as described in al~ovc-? route. At, 23 miles t'he Tanda nala 
makes a sharp bend to the \V. and has to be crossed. 
There is a good strcain of running water, and the direction is 
temporarily altered to tho 14'. in order to avoid the steep 
banks ~vhich here exist on the left Lank of the river. The 



nula is only some 1 0 X  broad, and on reaching the right bank 
which is almost flush with the adjacent ground, the direction is 
again S. E. Erom this point the track lies in the bed of the Tanda 
nala for 84 miles. The nala is confined between low hills 
throughout, and ~igzaqs considerably; the water llas to 130 

crossed many times. The hills on either side are often preci- 
pitous, andaverage 50 to 100' in height. At  its narrowest point 
the valley is 30x wide, while it ex@ands to  2OOx in places. A 
noticeable feature of this route is t h e  amount of cultivation 
that  exists allnost entirely on the left bank and belongs to the 
Pseins. The Afghan system of water channelling on both 
b a ~ k s  is most striking. 

At  6 miles Mulla Jullundur Kal; is passed, belonging to 
the Pseins. It lies on the left bank and is surrounded by 
low hills. It consists of 6 mud huts and a few blanket tents, 
and there is much cultivation in the vicinity. The river and 
track now make a detour to  the left., anh circle round the 
high precipitous hill which commands the village from the S. 
Two tracks branch off from here ; one to  the N. E. to Ata 
Muhammad Kala and the Tirkha n x l ~ ,  and the other to the 
E. to  the Lewa tangi and Psein Dag, also one to  the N. W. 
to Babakar Chahan. The river bed now narrows down and is 
only 30x wide. It continues thus for 2 miles. At 73 miles 
is Mahaka China, where there is a spring on the left - bank, 
marked by a grassy plot in the vicinity. The water is sweet 
and the supply plentiful. The nala makes a bend to the E. 
here and the track cuts across tlie interinediate space over 
higher ground, meeting tlie river becl again Q liiile further on. 

At 8q miles is another Psein village, and the valley widens to  
200X. Hills on both s!'des are now nlucll higher, ~~11~1  t11c ~ ~ a l l e ~  is 
again confined. At 10 miles i t  is 200x wide again. At 11 miles 
the Tanda nula makes a sharp bend to the PV. and the Pash- 
ghargai nala comes in from the E. ; the camping ground is about 
200 yarcls up the latter on the left bnnli. 

Camping grozbncl.-Por 1 battalion. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade at, least ikon1 the Tanda 

nala. 
Fuel .-Scarce. 
ETodde?..-Camel grazing exceilont 
Bupp2ics.-Nil. 



2 KAJIR . . 25 m. Mule road. - (6,970') 
26 m. 
General direction S. W. Follotv tlze Tanda nzla and ascend 

the nort.l~ern spur oE tlle Naklias hilis ; a t  about 7 miles the 
Birlra kvtal (7,880') is reached, ~vhencz there is a descent of 
about 1 mile by the Birka siarslt n tlz to the Psein Dag ; 
ascent anddescent o f  the pass present no serious difficulty 
to laden mules. At 12 miles cross the Dag Lora, tlze track 
then running due S. to  camp. A t  14 miles Kajir, a, collec- 
tion of niud huts and blanket tents. 

Camping ground.-About 1 mile \TT. of Kajir ; dimensions 
400X by 1 5 0 X .  

Water.-160,000 galloils in 24 hours from 2 springs in the 
Taghratu ?:ulu. 

Fuel.-Plentiful : tlicre is much tamarisk jungle to the E. 
and W. of camp. 

Fodder.-Bhzcsa to a 1irnit.ed extent from Kajir itself; good 
camel grazing. 

Supplies.-200 to 300 n~aunds unground grain procurable 
from Kajir. 

ROUTE NO. 10-B. 

RASHID KALA TO ICAJlR. 

Vici the Shadikllali pass. 

27 whiles. 20 stages. 

Autko~ity  .-Native information, 1894. 

Qenernl description.-Ail alternative to Route 10-A. 
Road.-Camel road practicable for wheeled artillery except 

over the -. Shadikhak pass where guns would have to be man 
kai~dled. 

Tliis pass met with in tho 211d stage is the onlv obstacle 
oncoun tcred. 

Route open throughout tlzc year. 



Camping ground.-For 2 infantry brigades a t  stage 1 and 
for half that  force a t  stage 2. 

Water.-For 1  infantry brigade, a t  least,, a t  both stages, 
Fuel.-Scarce a t  intermediate s t y e ,  plentiful a t  Kajir. 
Fodder.-A little bhzcsa at both stages ; good camel grazing 

throughout. 
Supplies.-200 to 300 maunds unground grain procurable 

from Kajir. 

1 PERSHAI NALA . . 14 111. i f .  Cainel road, re- - ported fit for wlleeleri 
14m.4f .  artillery. 

General direction S. W. Leave Rashid Kala in an  S. W. 
directioil across open ground and a t  2$ miles join the Wuclla 
?zal!z wliich flows to  the Katid rivcr. This is followej, for 
about 2 miles further. At 5+ miles a track going N. W. to  
Alaruf, by the Sam Narai pass, is crossed ailci there is a little 
water in pools here and there. The track still continues in 
the nala bed. At G miles there is an old graveyard and 
some encampments of the Psein tribe, also an open space 
for halting. At  10 iniles there is water in the nala bed 
which is absorbed after a short distance, also patches of culti- 
vation belonging to  the Pseins. 

At 11 miles the road bifurcates. That  to the right is the 
Shadikhak pass road, that  to  the left goes more direct t'o 
Kajir. The track then ascends s slight kotal, and 2 mile 
further on is a Psein encampment, called Zakn. where are two 
ponds or tanks for collectiilg water for cultivatioil purposes. 
At l l b  miles is R chr:shm?, a spring which is the source of the 
water in the tanks mentioned above. 

At  13 miles the road again divides into two, the riglit- 
hand one leads to the Shadikhak pass, ancl the left-hand one 
direct to Kajir, both following the course of branch ~aalas which 
meet a t  this point. That to the right is called the Persl~ai 
? ~ ~ l n ,  and takes a southerly direction ; that  to the leEt branches 
off E. and appears to  be the main nala. I n  the Pershai naln 
water is procurable in large quantities from a running stream. 
The land belongs to the Pseins who havc sorne villages in the 
vicinity. Country is generally passable by all arms. 



Camping ground,--For about 2 inlantry brigades on open 
ground. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the Pcrshai 
nala. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 

Fodder.-Bhu.8:~ procurable to a limited extent;  good 
camel grazing. 

S.z~pplie~.-Nib. 

2 KAJIR .. 12 ni. 4 f .  Camel road report- 
--- (6,970'). eii fit for wheeled artil- 
27 m. lery, except over t,ho 

Sliadikhak pass where guns would have to be man-handled. 

Leaving camp the road follows Pershai ?tala 8. for -1 inile and 
then strikes off 8. W. A branch road here goes off 8.-E. s~hicll 
is the road vid tlie Sheganrai 1 ass to Icajir. The Sliadikhak 
road aiter leaving the nalcc runs over undulating ground, and 
a t  2& miles joins the Pachaman n.;Ea, wliich i t  Eollows S. as far 
as its liead which is reached a t  about 39 miles. The road is now 
through the main spurs of the Nakhas range, and the Shadikhak 
Fass is reached a t  about 6; miles. The pass is impracticable 
for wheeled artillery and guns would have to be man-handled 
over it,. 

From the S l ~ a d i k h ~ k  pass a camel track runs due N. to  
Babalrar Chahan (Route 10, stage 1) 14 miles dist'ant. 

After tlie pass tlie road runs S. E. t,o Kajir. 

Camping groz~nd.--About 1 mile Mr. of Kajir ; dimensions 
400" by 1 5 0 X .  

Water.-160,000 gallons in 24 hours from 2 springs in the 
Taghratu nala. 

Fuel.-Plentiful ; there is much tamarisk jungle to the E. 
and W. of camp. 

Fodder.-Bhusn to a limited extent from Kajir itself ; good 
camel grazing. 

Supplies.-200 to 300 maunds unground grain procurable 
~ F Q W  Kajir. 



ROUTE NO. 10-C. 
ALA JIRGHA TO BABAKAR CHAHAN. 

30 miles. 2 stages. 

Ad7zority .--Native information, 1894. 

General cicscription.-Forms part of a kajiln route between 
Dera Ismnil Khan and Kandahnr. It connects a t  Ala Jirglla 
with Routes in Nort1:ern Balucl~istan, Route 6 leading to  
Icamardin Karez. 

Road.-Camel road throughout, sezcnd stage passable for 
wheeled artillery though leavy in places. 

The following obstacles are encountered. 
(i) a tangi in bile first stage ; blocked by rocks and boulders, 

difficult for laden camels, and impassable for url~eelccl 
artillery ; 

(2) i he I-Iissal G1ia.t pass (7,370'),--aiid the Pashghbargai 
pass (7,300') both in the lirst stage ; bot,h passes 
easy. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Canzping groztnd.-For 1 battalion only a t  the intermediate 

stage. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least a t  the intermediate 

stage and at Babakar. 
Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing excellent throughout. 
Supplies.--Not'hing appreciable. 

7- - --- 
NO. I 

of stage , 
and DXT AILS. 

total dis- 
tance. 
-- -- - 

1 PASHGHBARGAI . . 15 m. Camel road. 
---- 

15 m. 
KH rJ L A  (6,625'). 

Leaving camp, track leads N. 1 .  following the Ala 
Jirgha nu lz  over good ground. At  1 mile it makes a dktour 
over the hills to  the N. ; the track aillongst the hills is 
difficult for laden camels and TF'OUICI have to be much 
improved for guns. It rejoins the 3trla nt a solitary tree on 
the left bank where there is s praying-place. It i s  said 



that about 1860, the headmen of all tlie adjacent tribes 
assembled on t'llis spot t,o discuss the demarcation of t,heir - 
respective lands. 

At 2 miles tlie track passes tlirough a tangi much blocked 
by rocks and boulders, through which a stream of water 
sins, and ascends over a sliiht rise. This part is difficult 
for laden caiiiels and iilipassable for wlieeled arti1ler.y. Hence 
due W. tlirougli open gr6und by a good road. ~ h " e  na2a is 
auain met issuing from the Xakhas hills on the left and a t  21 
9 inlles at a confined place ainong rocks, tile t,rack crossjs the 

nala and follows it,s h g h t  bank.- 
At 3 miles is the village of Torkabaz (7,110') on the left bank 

of the Ala Jirgha na1.7. This belongs to the Pseins, and tthero 
the Afghan Commission camp was pitched. The space for 
camping here is unlimited. Thence the track ascends a spur 
from the summit of which a good view of the Psein Dag, and tho 
Zhob liills including t,he curious conical hill Yogwash is obtained 
to the 8. E. At 32 iililes the track again follows the nulu bed. 
It tlien passes along t,lie right bank of the Pinakul tangs' and 
again drops into the nala, which is now called the Pshai nzlz ,  
in which there is some water and boulders. At 43- miles the 
track leaves tlie Pshai nxlz  which has become shsll&v and dry, 
and ascends through low liills, to a height oE 7,410', thence 
by a gentle descent between two hi511 liills where the 
going is uneven and the pathway otten only 2 yards wide, for 
about 2 mile. Descent of about 20' by zigzag pathway into the 
Psein lihula nzla 50 yards wide, dry, and with a thick saline 
deposit. At 6;- miles the track crosses the nnla. On the left 
close to the trnc.k is a sprin): of drinkable water. Tlience by an 
easy ascent, to  tlie suiilnlit of the Hissal Glist pass (7,370'). 
and turning S. W. by a gentle descent of mile to Sarkar Suhai 
China. a t  8 miles, n halting place on a foot-path to Ala Jirgha. 
Here is a spring of water. Tlieilce by a gentle ascent over the 
Pasllgllbargai pass (7,300') a t  8: miles. A t  9 miles enter the 
Saleh Dwarall n 7 h ,  wliicli runq \Y. and tlien S.W. At 10% miles 
the track is confined between rocks just broad enough to permi t, 
oE the passage of laden camels, but would have to be improved 
for guns. Thence the track is confined between precipitous 
rocky liills, and some marshy ground is entered. At 11 miles 
is a high hill on the left and two springs of water issuing from 



the rock. The track takes a zigzag courso among the hills, 
which are known as the Pashghbargai hills on the right and as 
the Babar Ghoargai hills on the left. Two or three Psein villages 
and some patches of cultivation arc passed. The ground is 
strewn with boulders and loose stones through which the road- 
way 5 yards wide winds. At 14 miles tlie direction changes 
from W. to S. W. and the track enters the Pasllgl~bar~ai nzZa. 
The river bed is only 6 yards wide, high rocks on leEt. Then 
through low hills, some Psein cultivation and. s spring. 
Camp is on the left Lailk about 200 yards from the junction of 
the'  Tanda with the Pashghbargai n g l l .  The camp is coiu- 
mandecl on all sides by hills. 

The high peaks of the Nakhas range to the S. appear quite 
close, from tlie camps, but two ranges, vix., tlie Sale11 Dmarali 
and Babar Ghoargai exist in the intermediate space. 

a lon. Camping ground.-For 1 batt 1' 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least from the Tanda 

nala. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Camel grazing excellent. 
Supplies.-Nil. 

2 BABAKAR CMAHAN 15 m. Camel road fit for 
(6,375') n-heeled artillery, 

30 m, tllough heavy in places. 
General direction S. JC'. 'l'lle track now fo!lows tlle Tanda 

n&. At 1 mile the valley is 200x wide ; i t  rapidly becomes 
confined between hills on l~otll  sides. At 2$ lililes i t  again 
widens to 200X and a Psein village is passed. At 34 miles 
Mahaha Chins where is a spring on the left bank $ving a 
plentiful supply of good water. Tile river bed now narrows 
to 30X and continues thus until a t  5 miles Mulla Jullundur , 
Kala is passed, belonging to tlie Pseins. It lies on the left, 
bank and is surrounded by low hills. It consists of G inlld 
huts and a few blanket tents, and there is nluch cultivation 
in tile vicinity. The river and tr,rck circle iound the high 

hill 11-hich cominands the village from the !:. 
Three tracks branch off here : one E. to the Lewa tungi 
and Psein Dag ; the second N. E. to Ata Muhammad Knla 
and the Tirkha nalcr, the third N. W. to R?ashid Kala. Tlle 
track to Babakar Cbahan here branches off in an N. W, 



direction. At 6Q miles the Isaka nzla is crossed, and about 
6f miles the Wucha Mandai. The track then runs along a 
branch nala for 1 mile and then among low hills, crossing four 
or five small nalas until at 11 miles i t  reaches the Era Yinakai 
plain. This i t  crosses in a n  N. W. direction over levcl open 
ground, and reaches Babaliar Chahan at  15 miles. 

Camping ground.- 
Water. - 1 
Fuel.- \ ITide Route 10, stage 1. 
Fodder.- 
dupplies. - 

ROUTE NO. 10-D. 

BAIANZAI TO GWANZA. 
30 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority .-Native in£ ormation. 
Epitome. - 

General (iescriptio?z.-Route connect:ing Baianzai on the Kada- 
nai river wit11 t.he nmin through Rout*e 10. It connects at 
Baianzai \vit;h Rout.es in SO; rllerl~ Bsluchista~~, Route 6, to 
Kamardin Karez. 

Boad.-Cal:lel road tllrougllo~t ; second stage passable for 
wheeled artillery. 

The Lakarai Band in the third stage is practically the only 
obstacle encountered, and that presents no difficulty, 

Camping ground.-For 1 infailtry brigade a t  both interme- 
diate stages. 

water.-For 1 infantry brigade, a t  least, a t  all stages. 
Fuel.-Ylentiful throughout. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing throughout. 
Sztppl,lies.-No thing appreciable. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

DETAILS. 

- ---. 

1 I DEH MULIAN 11 m, Camel road, 



General direction N. Road through undulating uncultivatecl 
country. At 5 miles reach the Saliso Mand ,river which 
is followed to the end of the stage. At 11 miles Deh JIulian, 
consisting of a few hamlets surrounded by cultivation. 

From Mulian a camel track runs W.N. W. to Kokal Kach, 
Route 10-E, st,age 1, about 6 miles distant. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the Saliso Mand. 
Fuel.-Plentiful. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
S.upplies.-N il. 

2 A G A R A H  .. 14 m. Carnel road passable --- for wheeled artillery. 
25 m. 
General direction N. Country generally suitable for 

passage of all arms. At about 9 miles tlie road winds through 
the low hills of t,he Kotkai range, no difficulty. At 10 miles 
enter the cultivat,ed district of Agarah, a broad and level valley 
in wliicll 110th corn and cotton are grown. It belongs to the 
Popalzai section of tlie Duranis. At 11 miles the Durani 
village of Agarali (100 houses). 

Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force and more. 
Fuel.-Plentiful. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 
3 GWANZA .. 5 m. Camel road. 

30 m. 
General directmion N. At 3 miles cross n low range, the 

Lakarai Band, practicable for all arms except wheeled artil- 
lery. This range is the boundary between Agarah and the 
Maruf district wliicll belongs t,o the Barakzai Duranis. The 
descent is about 2 miles long, but quite easy. At the foot of 
the pass is Gwanza where the through Route 10 is joined. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - I Vide Route 10, stage 2. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies,- I 



ROUTE NO. 10-Ee 
MANAK NIKAH TO MARUF. 

22 miles. 2 stages. 
Authority.-Native information, 1901. 

Epitome. 
General description.-This route connects a t  Manak Nikah 

with routes in Northern Baluchistan, Route 29, a small branch 
route of the through (North Baluchistan) Route 6, to  Kamardin 
Karez. 

Road.-Camel road, passable for wheeled artillery except 
over t,he Mailak Nikah kotal at the outset, where some labour 
would be necessary before i t  is practicable for wheeled guns. 

The f ollo\ving obstacles are encountered :- 
The Manak Nikah kotalin the first stage ; already described. 
The Khankai kotal in the second stage ; no difficulty. 
Route opsn tl~roughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade a t  least a t  Kokal 

Kach, the intermediate stage. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  the intermediate stage. 
Fuel.-Procurable from tamarisk trees. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to an appreciable extent a t  Kokal Kacb; 

good camel grazing throughout. 
8z~~plies.-A considerable amount of wheat and barley 

is normally stored a t  Kokal Kach. 

No. 
of stage 

and DETAILS. 
total dis- 

tance. 1 ----- -- 

1 [ KOKAL KACH 8 m. Camel road passable 
--- I I for wheeled artillery, 
8 in. I except over the Manak 

Nikah kotal st the beginning of the stage. 
General direction N. E. Leaving the frontier a t  Rfanak 

Nikah (7,800'), the kotal af the same name is immediately a 
ascended. The pa,ss in its present state is impracticable for wheeled 
artillery, but with a little labour i t  would be passable. The 
descent is very gradual vili the Sanzala nala and continues the 
whole way to Kokal lZach reached a t  8 miles. Kokal Kach or 
Kok~chal  Sar, a Barakzai village (200 houses), is an important 



trade centire, as i t  is the point; un ~vllicll a11 caru-va~l routes lead- 
ing across Toba to  hlaruf conv$rg=. 

Camping ground.--For 1 infintry brigade a t  least,. 
Water.-For the abovc force and more from the liolral Iiach 

and Daurai streams. 
Fuel.-To a linlit'ed est.:nl fro111 tnnlarisk trees. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to  an apprccioblo extenL obtainable ; good 

canlel grazing. 
Supplies.--Wheat and barlcy to some considerable extcnt 

is normally stored a t  Kokal ICach. 

2 MARUF . . 1 m. Camel road. Pass- 
(6,000') abla for wheeled artil- 

22 m. ler y. 

General direction N. Ths roa-l runs a t  first cloivn ths Kokal 
Kach stream for about two miles, passing through a, gap in the 
Kotkai Sar range. This tanyi is snicl not to off :r a:ly ohst afle  
for wheeled traffic. About here the ICokal Kach stream is crossed 
and shortly after ths Daurai, which u:lites within a few miles 
lower down with the Icokczl Kach stream and form the Salesun 
river. The Obatu range is then crossed by a low kbtal ki1ow1-1 
as the Ichankai lcotll passable for wheeled ar t i l le~y,  and the road 
then descends into thc Arghastan valley, reaching Maruf about 
14 miles from I ~ o l r d  ICacll. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- I Vile Roule 10, slagr: 3 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- I 
and for description of Maruf. 

ROUTE NO. 10-P. 
D O B A m I  ON THE I ( A D m A I  TO MARUP. 

40 mzles. 3 stages. 
Authority.-Native information, 1894. 

Epitome. 
General description.--A connecting route between tlio t>hrough 

Route 10, and Routes in Northern IZaluc~~i~;tan, Route 6, which is 
joined a t  Dobandi. - 



Road.-Camel road throughout. 
No obstacles are encountered s l o n ~  tho routc, whlch is open 

t.hrougllout the year. 
Camping grounds.--Stags 1 and 2 for one infantry brigade, 

and for a clivisioii a t  D4nr-ul. 
". I.Vuter.-For one infantry brigade a t  least a t  interlnecliato 
stages, and for a division a t  Maruf. 

Fuel.-Pln,nt,iful throughout from the wooded hills. 
Fodder.-Bhusa at stages 2 and 3 ; good camel grazing 

tlroughout~. 
Sz~pp7ics.-1,000 maunds ungrom~d wheat and barley a t  stage 

2 ;  considerable suppli~s a t  Maruf. --- =-- . -  

On leaving camp the road follows the course of the ICadanai 
ricer in a north-weat:erly direction passing a t  once the 
Tasllrabat river on t'he lef L. Tlle ra,lley is mucli more open, and 
the course of the river less zigzag. At 12 miles the Tsjora 
?tala comes in on t,he left,, in n.hich t,here is a plentiful flow of 
water, wllicll is diverted on elitering the bed of the main river 
i ni o n ulster cllannel for the cu1tivat:ion dbwn st'ream. Up t,llis 
na,la is a path to  Chaman by three st,ages, said t,o be passable 
t,hougli difficult for laden camels. 

At 22 miles the Lar:ldai ncrla joins tIlie main stream on the left. 
IL is a dry water-course. At  3 miles is Wala and tllc Wala n z l z  
which coxes down t,o meet t,he left bank of t,he river. It is a 

No. 
of stage 

and 
t#ot,al dis- 
tance. 

1 
--- 
10 m. 

narrow water-course, with a good stream of water, batwecn pre- 
cipitous l~ills. It has a very abrupt desceut to  tlhe Kadanai. 
The cultivation on thc opposite balks belongs par ly  to  the 
Alilrozai 2nd part,ly to  $he Achakzai tribe. There is a Little room 
for a cclmping ground. The river rlom bends nearly N. and 
1+ miles further on the Samabczi ncrl~ joins the right bank. 
This is a t  4; miles. There is an open space here oil the right 
b&nk of the Samaksi nala nrhere the mission camp was pitched 

DETAILS. 

- - . .. .- - . .. . . -.- - .~ -. . . 

GARAI  OR KHAJOA 10 ni. Camel road. 
(5,100') 

- --- ~ 



in 1891. The ground is sandy and covered with ecrllb, and 
llas a gentle slope to  the river bed. Here there is- 

Cawbping ground.--For 1 .in£ antry brigade. 
Water.--For the above force a t  least from the river. 
Fuel.-Plcnt'if 111 from the hills close by. 
Fodder.-No grass obtainable ; fair camel grazing. 
Sz~~plies.-Nil. 
Continuing N. W. down the Kadanai, a t  5 t  miles on the right 

bank is the Afghan levy post of Manawa or Manah, where there is 
also much cultivation, and a ziarat belonging t'o the Alikozai 
Duranis. On the opposite bank about ) mile further on is a large 
amount of cultivation, and the place is called Shin Narai Karwinda. 
The direction is still N. W., and the road continues along the rive* 
bed which is wide, but flanked by generally inaccessible hills fol* 
4 miles. At 10 miles is the Alikozai village and cultivation ot 
Garai, and here the river makes a bend to the S. FV. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least. 
1Vater.-For a division if necessary from the river. 
Fzie1.-Plentiful from the adjacent hills. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing, 
Rz6pplies.-Nil. 

2 SALESUN .. 15 m. Camel road. 

25 m. 
General direction N. E. The track a t  once leaves the bed of 

the Kadanai and enters the Sar Tash nala, which here is about 
1 5 X  wide, the going is good and the road fit for all arms for 2 
miles. Here the nala branches into two; one branch going off 
to  the N. E., the other to the N. ; the track to Maruf runs up  
t'lle latter (N.) branch, and the nala a t  once becomes confined. At 
3 k ruiles i t  is only about 1 yard wide, and this confined portion 
continues for 2 mile. On both sides are soft hills of loose shale 
and i t  would be easy to  widen this bit and make a road if neces- 
sary. I n  its present state i t  is practicable for laden mules. 
There is a small stream of water in the tangi. This confined por- 
tion culminates in a small rise on reaching the summit of which 
there is a gentle drop in an N. W. direction over low hills to  the 
Narin rill-c. The road runs along the Narin nala which i i  excel- 
lent going and f i t  for all srlns, for about 3 miles, when it brailches 



into two parts. At 4$ milee, one continues N. E., thc other turns 
off to  the N. The latter runs up to  the Narin peak on the left. 
The former (N. E.) is t'he road to  the Salesun river. The 
remaining portion of this route is as i t  was seen from Narili 
peak (8,200'). Continuing up the Narin nnln for another milo 
its limit is reached, and the direction changes more to  the E. 
A t  9 miles the Ghora, naTa is entered, and the road follows this 
for about G miles, joining the Salesun river, which comes in from 
the S. E., just above the junction of the latter river with tho 
Arghastan river. There appear to be many villages and a 
quaritii;~ of cultivation along the Salesun, and ample room for 
a caonil?ing ground. The road by the Ghora naln, appeared to  
be alllong low hills all the way. Camp is reached a t  15 
~ililes. 

Campiny groznzd.--For a t  least 1 infailtry brigade. 

1Va.fer.For the above force and more from t'he Salesun river. 

Fuel.-Procurable from the adjacent hills. 
Fodder.-About 1,006 maunds bhusa normally procurable ; 

good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-About 1,000 rnaunh unground wheat and barley 
could be collected from the Salesun villages. 

3 MARUF . . 15 m. Camel road. 

General direction N, E. At 3 miles the Arghastan river fs 
reached whose left bank the road now follows. The Samai range 
Hanks the right bank of the river and to the 8. of tlie left 
bank are low hills, the northern spurs of the Kotkai ranga. 
Henceforward to Maruf the road is identical with that sectiou 
of stage 4, Route 10. 



ROUTE NO, 10-G. 

SARBILAND TO DABRAI. 

47 miles. 4 stages. . 

Authority.-Massy (from native information), 1894. 

General description.-A connecting route batween the three 
through Routes 10 , l l  and 12. I t  would appear to be the easiest, 
for use in an advance from the Chaman plain to  'he Arghastan 
valle'y and thence to  Kalat-i- Gl~ilzai, 

Road.-Camelroad throughout, probably passable for wheel- 
ed artillery. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
In the 1st stag? the Lora and Arghastan rivers ; temporarily 

impassable during floods. 
R.oute open tllron yhou t the year. 
Camping g.rouncl.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  least ah t'ho 

intermediate stages. 
Water.-For .the above force a t  least,, a t  all stages. 
Fuel.-Procurable a t  all stages. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazihg throughout. 
8:cpplies.-Nothing appreciable ah the intermediate st,nges. 

No. I 

1 BADOZAI .. 6 m. 4 f. Camel road. 

6m.  4f. 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 

The road leaves Sarbiland in a south-westerly direction over 
sandy soil cut up by a small water-course. A t  about 1 mile 
from Sarbiland the main road is left', and the Lora river is 
crossed a t  a point opposite the pass over the Sheikh Khan hill ; 
crossing easy, except when river is swollen by floods. when i t  is 
temporarily impassable. An easterly direction is then taken 
d o n g  the bank until an old brick tower is reached, when the 
road turns to  the S. and passes round the E. end of the Shaikh 
Khan hill. The ground between the tower and the Shaikh 

DETAILS, 

- -- - - - - - -- - - - - -- - -- - - -- - - - - - .- - 



Khan hill is under cultivation, and, when irrigated, is difficult 
for the passage of wheeled carriages and camels, and i t  would 
take a considerable time for a large force to get over it. Cavalry, 
laden mules and ponies should be sent over the Shaikh 
Khan pass. The ground between the hill and the Arghastan 
river is rough and stony, but passable for guns. The Arghastan 
is crossed opposite Badozai, crossing similar to that  of the Lora 
river. Between the river and the village is a strip of cultivated 
land crossed by water-courses. 

At 64 miles the Popalzai village of Badozai (60 houses). 
Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade S.E. of the vil- 

lage. 
Water.-For 2 or 3 infantry brigades from the Arghsstan. 

Fuel.-Procurable from the adjacent hills. 

Fodder.-Good camel grazing along the river bank and in 
low hills above the villa e. 

Supplies.-Nil. 
B 

NOTE.-Although this is a short inarch it would be inadvisable to make it 
longer as 2 rivers have to be crossed. 

'? 
d CAMP KAREZ . . 10 m. 4 f .  Camel road. 

General direction due S. On leaving Badozai the road leada 
S.W., t$hrough the low hills overlooking the village. At 5 miles tho 
Kenaksai nala ; no difficulty. The road then crosses a wide and 
level plain called Bala Jer  leaving the village of Buka Khan 
about 1 mile to the right. With the exception of a few places 
near the Manaksai nala and near camp Karez the road is 
good and passable for all arms. The karez is a t  the extremity 
of Buka Khan hill. At about 104 miles camp Karez. 

Ca,?nping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade, perhaps more. 
I.Tra!er.-For the above force and more from the karez; 

there is also a tailk near camp wherc animals could well be 
watered. 

Fuel.-Procurable to  a limited extent. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nil; there is only 1 small village in the neigh- 

bourhood, called Ayubzai, about 1 mile N. of camp. 



ROUTE No. 10-G-concld. 

3 LO1 KAREZ . . 15 rn. Camel road, 

32 m. 
General direction due S. Leaving camp Karez the road 

runs B.W., across a sandy plain on which there are a few 
villages of about 8 to  10 houses cach. A few small naZns 
are crossed a t  about 23 miles from the Ica~cx.  At 12 miles, 
leaving the Torghar hills on the right, the road enters a, large 
nala, and follows its bed, which is rough and stony, until it 
arrives a t  the village of Khwas Muhammad, on the left bank. 
The road then leaves the nala, crosses some low, rocky hills to  
the left, and after passing over an undulating, sandy plain 
arrives at the laree L a  village of Loi Karez. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade, perhaps more, 
E. of village. 

Water.-For the above force from the .Icn~ez, 
Fuel.-Procurable t o  a limited extent. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
8% p plies.-Nil. 

4 DABRAI . . 15 ni. Camel road. Gorleral 
-._ - direction S.W. 

47 m. 
Leaving Loi Karez, Sliah Pasand is passed a t  1 mile on the 

right of thc road. A t  2 miles Route 11-8  is crossed near 
the village of Asad. At about 6 miles ltoute 11, the nortl~ern 
of the 3 lthrough routes irom New Cham:l1n to Kandahar, is 
crossed near the village of blulla Doet Rlullanimacl. The soil is 
here sandy and the ground undulating. 

At the 11t1~ mile the Kushobai nalu is met, but i l  offers 
1itI;le ciifficully for the passage of wl~eeleci cnrringc.. I+om the 
KuslioLzti nul(~ to Drtbrni, the coutitry is perfectly open ancl 
easily traversed in any dircc ti on. Tlle n u ~ u  ber of 17illages lrere 
show tha t  this diut~ict is t klickly populated. A t  16 miles Da brai, 
stage 2 of Route 12, the old cart roncl from New Chaman to 
Kandahar. 

Camping ground.- '\ 

Water.- 
Ez~e1.- i Vidc  Koute 12, r~tarre - 2 .  
Fodder.- 
L3'upwlies.- 



ROUTE No. 11. 
NEW CHAMAN TO KANDAHAR. 
Vi& Saiadan and the Barghana pass. 

72 miles. 7 stages. 

Authority.-Afghan war records, 1879. 
Epitome, 

General description.-One of the 3 main through routes from 
the railhead a t  Chaman to Kandahar, formerly known as the 
" northern '' or 6 c  alternative " route. 

Road.-Camel road to Mandi Hissar (stage 6), thence disused 
cart road made by the British in 1880 ; with slight repair passable 
for carts. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(a) Rivers and streams- 

(i) The Kadanai river in the first stage. 
(ii) The Kushobai and Me1 rivers in the third stage. 
(iii) The Arghastan river in the fifth stage. 
(iv) The Tari~ak river in the sixth stage. 

A11 the above a1.e crossed by easy fords, but during floods 
the Arghastan is temporarily impassable. 

( b )  Passes- 
The Putu-kai kotnl in 4th stage ; no difEculty. 
The Barghana pass in fifth stage ; an easy road 

through low hills and broken ridges. 
Route open throughout the year. 

Camping ground.-No details regarding stage 2 ; for a division 
at stages 5, and 6 ; for 2 infantry brigades with proportion of 
divisional troops a t  remaining stages except stage 4, where 
there is space for 2 battalions only. 

Water.-At stage 1 amount uncertain; for a division a t  stages 
2, 5,  nlld 6 ; for at least 2 infantry brigades with proportion of 
divisional troo y s si remaining stages. 

Pt~e1.-At stages 1, 2 and 4 in the form of small bushes (wild 
sage and southern mood( ; stage 3 plentiful from the wooded 
hills near by ; stages 5 and G scarce. 

Fodder.-Excellent h al-ial a grass except in winf er, a t  stages 
3, 4 and 5 ; bhzlsn to a limited extent procurable a.t stages 1, 5 
and 6 ; excellent camel grazing except in winter a t  all stages 
except at stage 1, where it is scarce. 



Supplies,-Unground grain to a limited extent a t  stages 
1, 5 and 6. 

For description of Kandahar and supplies available there, 
vide Route 12. 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

Camping ground.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

Water.-Exists, but there is no information regarding 

DNTAILS. 

. .~ -- -- - . - . 

1 

12 m. . 

amount. 
Fuel.-In the form of small bushes (wild sage and southern 

wood) procurable. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusn procurable ; camel 

grazing scarce ; nil in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain available. 

~ - -  - - .. ...- .~ -. . . . - .. .. - --\ 

(AKBAR) . . 12 m. Camel road, passable 
AKHTAR. for wheeled artillery. 

2 SAIADAN . . 8 m. Camel road passable 
for wheeled artillery. 

20 m. 

Leaving new Chaman (4,450'), the road runs N.W. over the open 
plain, forming the northern arm of a fork which it makes with 
the old cart road (Route 12). The track is not clearly defined and 
the ground is stony practically the whole way and there is a gra- 
dual fall to the first (and main) channel of the Kadanai which is 
reached a t  9 miles. The Kadanai, almost always dry, is crossed 
here and presents no difficulty except after heavy rain on Toba, 
when it may be impassable for 24 hours. At 9$ and 10& miles 
two smaller channels of the Kadanai which offer no difficulty. 
A t  12 miles the 2 villages of Akbar and Akhtar formerly known 
as Rasul Khan and Mulla Amir. 

Road continues N.W. over an open plain partially cultivated. 
traok not clearly defined. At 6 miles Mullct Dost Bluhammad 
on left bank of a tributary channel (generally dry) of the 



Khushobai river ; thence track turns nearly due N. and con- 
tinues so to the end of the stage. 

A t  8 miles Saiadan. 
Gum ping ground.-KO details. 
Wnier.-For n division probably from 2 knrezes ; one near 

camp itself which provides ample water, the other 4 miles 
to the S. called Sliah Karez. 

Purl.--In the form of small bushes (wild sage and southern 
mood) procurable. 

Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Practically nil. 

3 TANDUMAI .. 121n. Camelroadpassable 
KAREZ. for wheeled artillery. 

32 in. 
Immediately after leaving Saiadan the I~hushobai stream 

is crossed by an easy ford ; the road then turns nearly due W. 
over t>he Khushobai plain and continues in this direction to 
about 6 miles when it gradually vezrs N.W. At 9 miles the 
Bedak ~vells and halting place of the same naiue. Here there is- 

Camping grounc7.-Excellent, and sufficient for 2 infantry 
brigades a t  least ; some very fine willow trees in the vicinity. 

Water.-For a division and more from the Bedak wells, 
10 to 12 in number, wells perennial, nrater 7' below the surface 
and exceedingly pure. 

Fuel.-Plentiful among the hills close a t  hand. 
Fodder.-Abundant hariala grass except in winter ; good 

camel grazing except in winter. 
Leaving the wells the road leads N.W. and immediately 

crosses the Me1 river not far from its source ; river here fordable 
anywhere ; a t  12 miles the halting place known as Tandukai, 
where there is no village but an excellent karex. 

Camping grounc7.-For a t  least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops. 

TVater.-For the above force a t  least from the lcarez men- 
tioned. 

Fzr el.-Plentiful. 
Fodder.-Abundant hariala grass in the spring and summer ; 

excellent camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nil. 



4 BALOL KAREZ . . 14 m. Camel road, passable 
-- (BARGHANA.) for wheeled artillery. 
46 m. 
General direction N.W. At about 8 miles tlle Dlalikiar range 

is crossed by the Potu-lcai kotnl; ascent and descent fairly 
easy ; road good but stony. The road tllen leads across the put;- 
kai plain and at about 12 miles reaches the first of the broken 
ridges which divide the Malalled range from the valley of the 
Ar&astan and which is crossed here by t,lle Earghana, pass. At 
14 miles Balol Karez about the centre o! the pass. 

Camping ground.-For 1 or 2 battalions near Balol Karez 
itself and for one infantry brigade a t  least near Saiyid Muham- 
mad 1 mile to the N. 

Wa,ter.-Excellent and abundant; i t  was calculated in  
1579 that the discharge from the ku ,re~  was 1 cubic foot per 
second (probably half that amount in t,he hot weather) ; tank 
for watering animals near by. 

Fuel.-In the form of small bushes (wild sage and souther11 
wood) procurable. 

Foc1der.-ha rial:^ grass in great quantities except in winter ; 
camel grazing good, scarce in the winter. 

Supplies. -N i E. 
At Balol Karez Route l l - A ,  an alternat'ive route between 

New Chaman and this staze, - joins this route. 

5 NAO DEH (DEH- 7 m. 4 f. Camel road, passable 
- I-NAO) for wheeled artillery. 
53 m. 4 f. (3,626'). 

Road continues through the Barghana pass for about 2 miles 
ivl~en it emerges on to the Makuul plain. At 2fr miles the Makua 
karez is passed ; water not very good. IZoad now becomes very 
easy across undulating plains. 

At about 4 miles a low watershed is crossed and t'he valley of 
the Arghastan is entered, tlie road very gradually descending 
to the river itself, which is reached a t  (5 miles and forded. 
Arghastan river a t  this point has a shallow bed about 1 8 0 X  wide 
with a fair flow in the winter and spring of brackish water 
about 1' deep in 2 channels separated by a low- strip of tamarisk 
jungle ; generally quite dry in the summer and autumn ; river 
bed is of deep, heavy sand with long elevated drifts of sand and 



stones between which flood water tears with great force; banks 
only a few feet high of conglomerate and shingle easily ramped ; 
wheeled artillery might have to  be man-handled over parts of 
the river bed shortly-after floods ; during floods the river tempo- 
rarily is impassable. At 7 8  miles Deli-i-Nao, a collection of 
domed huts, near which a large irrigation canal runs. 

Camping grot~nrl-For a division between the village and 
the river. 

Water.-For a division from the Argllastan sxcept in the 
summer and autumn, when there would only be sufficient water 
for 1 or 2 infantry brigades from 5 wells, 15' to 20' deep, 

Fodder.-Hariala grass abundant except in winter ; lucerne 
also procurable except in winter ; bhz~su to some considerable 
extent ; excellent camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies -A few hundred ~naunds unground grain procur- 
able. 

G MANDI HIS- 8 m. Camel road, easily 
- SAR. convertible to a cart 
61 m. 4 f. road, 

Road continues N.W. over a nearly level plain ; an  easy 
march. At 8 miles Mandi Hissar (100 houses), inhabitants Nur- 
znis and Barakzais. 

Here Route 10 leading from the Zhob to Kandahar joins 
this route. Mandi Hissar is also the 8th stage of that route. 

Cumping ground.--7 
Water.- 1 
Fuel.- 1 Vide Route 10, stage 9. 
Fodder.- I 

I 
Supplies.- J 

7 KANDAHAR.. 1 0 m . 4 f .  Camelroad passable 
(3,462'). for wheeled artillery. 

72 iu. 

For description, vide Route 12, s t a ~ e  6, with which this stage 
is identical. 

302GSB 



ROUTE NO. 11-A. 

NEW CHAMAN TO BALOL KAREZ (BARGIIANA). 

Vid the Knssa pass. 

63 miles. 5 stages. 

Authority.-Afghan war records, 1880 ; native infor- 
mation, 1900. 

Epitome. 

General description.-An alternative route to the first 4 stages 
of Route 1 I . It is longer, but might be useful for cavalry protect- 
ing the flank of a march by tlie other route. I n  September 1880 
the cavalrv brigade of the Kabul-Kanclahar E ield E orce return- 
ing to 1ncfia partly followed this route from Ka:ldatlar. Tile 
country had then undergone three years' drought and the guides 
asserted that there was no water either at Bedak or Sarwar K arez. 
The brigade therefore ma'de one march of 24 rniles from Barghann 
to Mulla Mustapha. Not a drop of water a as found during 
the whole march a!~cl the follo~vers suffered inucli from 
thirst. 

Road.--Camel road throughout could be nwde passable for 
wheeled artillery with a little labour, which is mostly required 
a t  the Kussa pass. 

The followihg obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) The Kangasu stream in second stage ; no difficulty. 

(ii) The Kadanai river in third stage ; no difficulty. 
(iii) The Kussa pass in fourth stage ; long and narrow defile 

requires clearing before being passable by wheeled 
artillery. 

(iv) The Fatukhel kotal in f i f t h  stage ; an easy pass. 
Route open throughout t'he year. 

Camping ground.-For a division a t  stage 4, and for a t  least 
1 infa.nt,ry brigade at the remaining intermediate stages. 

Water.-For an  infanhry brigade a t  least a t  all stages and - 

for a division a t  the fourthstag& 
Fuel.-Tolerably a,bundant a t  the first stage, little information 

regarding other intermediate stages, but believed to be scarce, 



Fodder.-Abundant grass except in winter a t  the second stage 
only ; bhusa a t  third and fourth stages ; fa,ir to good caniel grazing 
throughout: except in winter. 

S?~pplies.-Unground grain to  an appreciable extent avail- 
able at the third and fourth staies. 

LeavirigNew Chaman the road leads nearly due E.; road is 
good tl~ougli stony and sli.rht1ly undulating. At 6h mile; the 
halting place Sina, a t  the entrance of the Boghra pass, which 
lea,ds to that part of tlie Toba plateau known as Tobin. A 
good stream issues here from the Boghra ravine and affords a, 

copious supply of water. 
The presdnt route turns due N. at Sina, thus avoiding the 

Boghra pass and runs northward along the base of tlie hills. 
Erom Sina to the end of the stage t l ~ e  road is stony and crosses 

numerous water-courses and small ravines, trying to laden camela. 
At 9+ niiles cross a large water-course known as the Sher-i-Oba. 
On <he further or right bank is an artificial water channel in 
which runs a stron 7 stream, alonyside which is a suitable site for 

No. I 

a camp. 
Cantping grozmd.-:POP 1 infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.-For the above force a t  least from the water-course 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
1;ance. 

referred to. 
Fuel.-Yirowood tolerably abundant. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nil. 
i 2 AKHTAR . . 11 nlm 4 f. Camel road. 

KHANa 

DETAILS. 

21 nl. 
General direction N. At 36 miles reach the summit of 

s rise f r o n ~  which is visible tlie whole of llargha Chaman, a 
small grassy plain, 11 iniles by 1 mile, covered wii 11 excellent 
grass and perfectly level, making a splendid site for an 

~. 

1 

9 m .  4f .  

GHER-I-OBA . . 9 m. 4 f. Camel road. 



encampment. At  about 8 miles the Kanjasu stream is crossed ; 
no difficulty. At  l l i  miles a few Nurzai hamlets known as 
Akhtar Khan, 1$ miles S.W. of the Margha Chaman. 

Camping ground.-Eor 1 infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.-For the above force and more from Earexes. 
Fue2.Scarce. 
Fodder.-Abundant grass can be obtained except iu winter 

from Margha Chaman. 
Supplies.--Nil. 

3 MULLA MUS-. 13 m. Camel road. 
TAPHA. 

34 m. 

The road now bends sharply to  the left and runs nearly 
due W. 

At 2 miles the dry'channel of the Kadanai is crossed; no diffi- 
culty. At  3 miles the camping ground where Sir Hugh Uouggs 
cavalry brigade * of the Kabul-Kandahar II ield E orce calriped 
on the 25th September 1880. At 6 miles the Kurzai village 
of Shah Pasand. From here a cainel track runs due N. 
through the Durani country to  the villages in the upper reaches 
of the Arghastan river. 

The road now gradually veers N. W. The country is a wide 
open plain in which are various hamlets and camps of Nurzais ; 
but the former being mere groups of mud huts without trees are 
invisible in the bare plain a t  a short distance. There is some 
cultivation watered by karezes, and a few dry beds of water- 
courses are crossed ; the road is good all the ~vay.  About 1; 
mile; before reaching Mulls filuei apha, the road passes 1 ir~ile 
N. of Paiadan, stage 2 of Route 1 I .  A t  13 iniles Alulla 
Mustapha, a group of Kurzai hamlets oil the right bank of the 
Khushobai stream whicli is crossecl just before camp. 

Camping ground.-Esor 1 or 2 infantry brigades on a site 
just N. of the village. 

Water.-For the above force and niore from karexes and the 
stream. 

----- - 
+ Brigade composed as follows :- 

9th Lancers. 
3rd Rengal Cavalry, ) 3 sqoadro~~s  lroln csrli itegitnent. 
3rd Punjab Cavalry. Total 12 squadrons. 
Central India Horsc. 



Fuel .4carce.  
Fodder.-A few hundred mauilds bhusa procurable ; fair 

camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground barley nor- 

iually procurable. 
4 SARWAR 15 m. Camel road. 

- -- KAREZ. 
49 m. 

Road now leads N. Tor 3 miles over the Khushobai plain, 
117hen it leads slightly to tlie N.W. and runs through low hills. 
At  about 8 miles the Hadda llills are reached, through which the 
ICussa pass, a long and narrow defile, wind9 in a northerly direc- 
tion ; the defile is about 200x wide, road indifferent, and pass 
would require clearing belore being practicable for wheeled 
artillery. The pass is left a t  14 miles and the road then runs 
due N. over undulating country to the camp which is on the 
31ulla plain just N. of the Barakzai village oE Sarwar Khan. 

Cfamping groz~nd.-E or a divisioil on the plain. 1 
Water.-Excellent and sufficient for the above force from 

several kcrezes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.--Bhusa to an appreciable extent ; camel grazing 

good except in winter. 
Supplies.-Unground grain to an appreciable extent nor- 

mally procurable. 
5 BALOL KAREZ . . 14 m." Camel road. 

(BARGMAW A ) *  
63 in. 

Leaving Sarwar Knrez the road bends sharply to the \V. 
nild illaintains this direction throughout the stage. E or the 
jjrst 7 llliles the road, which is excellent, traverses the Malhed 
plain. ReLj\reen the 7th and 8th miles Lhe Fatukhel kotal is 
crossed, an easy pass over a range of hills dividin? tlie Malhed 
and 1Tatukhel plains ; road over the latter plain is stony, but 
fairly good. At 14 miles Balol Karez. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel .- i Vide Route 11, stage 4. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 



Barghana or Balol karex can also be reached from Mulla 
Mustapha by a direct road branching to  the left (N. W,), after 
passing the first rise from the Kushobai valley, a t  1 mile from 
Mulla Mustapha cainp N. of the hamlets. Thence by narrow 
difficnlt path through a long ridge, after w11i:h ths route lies 
nearly due \T. over a plain dotted with low hills and at about 8 
miles passes near and S. of a steep rocky cliff, the end of the 
Hadda range. Here in winter may be found a nomad camp, 
and the locality is apparently known as Bedak, although tlie 
Bedak of Route 11 is 3 miles, or so, S.W. in a small 
valley. Tandukai on the s :me route is probably 3 or 4 iniles due 
W. There are also wells a mile or two W. of the road. 

After passing the end of Hadda the road leads N.W. over an 
open, bare plain for about 10 miles and Route 11 coines in 
a t  or near the Darghana Eotal. Thence to Barg!laiia 6 miles ; 
total from Mulla Mustapha 24 rniles. On thc whole the road is 
good and i t  is probable the marc11 might be brolren a t  the wells 
above mentioned or a t  Tandukai. 

ROUTE NO. 12. 

NEW CHAMAN TO KANDAHAR. 

Vid Mcl Karez. 

716 miles. 6 stages. 

Aut7zority.-Afghan war record!;, 1879-80 ; O'Sullivan, 
1886 ; General Officer Commanding, Quetta, 1892 ; 
native information, 1905-06 ; native information, 
1912. 

General descril)lio,z.-This is I ho 1110~1 imporl aut of the 
three routes from thc rnilhcad a t  Cliarnan to  Knnclahal-. 

Rocztl.-Disussd cart road tllrougl~out~, rnaclc by tJhc Brit,ish in 
1880 ; wit11 s1i;ght rcpair passable for cafrla. 



The following obstacles are encountsred :- 
( i)  The Kadanai river in the first stag.: ; usually no diffi- 

culty, but i t  has been known to be unfordable for 2 or 3 
days after heavy i ain. 

( i i )  Tlle Kusllobal river in the second stage ; no difficulty. 
(iii) The RIcl 1,ive.r in t,he lllird st,age ; no cli~culty.  
(iv) The Arghast'an rive:. in the fifth stage ; temporarily im- 

passable after heavy floods. 
( z,) Tlle Tarnak river in t . 1 ~  last. st.age; difficult after hea-vy 

rain. 
Rout'e open througllout the yea!.. 
Camping grozuzd.--For a divisiorl a t  all stages. 
Water.-For a division a t  all stages, h u t  at  stages 1 and 2 

supply is liable to be intercept,ed. 
.Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Bii,usn a t  stages I., 2, 4, :~-,ld 5 ; camel grazing fair 

t.0 good except in winter, whcn thare is prctct.ically none. 
Supplies.-Afghaii Government granary a t  Spin Bsldak 5;- 

miles from Cilanian ; unground grain to a lirnitsd extent at sta;;es 
1, 2, 4 and 5 ; 300 to 500 sheep a t  stages 3 and 5. 

For supplies, etc., at Kandahar, ride stage 6. 
-= .. . 

N--- 
of stage ' l and ,  DETAIL^. 
total dis I 

tance. I -- - - - - - - 
1 I WAT THANA . . 10 nl. Disused cart road, 

-- (G ATAI). wit11 slight repair 
10 111. , (3,974';. psssable for carts again. 
General direction N.W. At 53 miles, on the light of the road, 

the well-known fort  a t  the foot of the western spur of the 
Spin Baldak hill (4,230'). Fort known as Kala-i-Jadidi ; also 
known as Kala-i-Baldak, so named after t'he hill ; rectangu- 
lar in shape with a double line of walls, both with 2 tiers of loop- 
holes ; inner walls 4' thick a t  the lop and 6' a t  t'lie bottom ; walls 
separated by an open syecc fOX broad, surrounded by a ditch 
25' deep, except on thc castern face ~r~liere a rampart has been 
made; about 2,000 inen codd  be acco~nniodaled in t'he for t ;  
normal garrison 500 khasadars. Wells have been dug inside the 
inner quadrangle, but a good supply of water has not been found, 
and water is  now brought by a channel from the hills some 



miles distant, but this supply also is precarious. Granary inside 
the fort in which is stored Government revenue grain from 
adj oining ciistric ts. 

Western spur of the Spin Galdnk llill is crowned by 2 tower's, 
distant about 350X from the cei~t;.c of the forb and intended to 
be connected with its eastern lace by three lligli loop-holed 
walls, which, however, are still uncompleted. 

Adjoining tlle fort is a bazzr with two rows of sllops, a collec- 
tion of houses, the residences of officials and Achakzais, a cam- 
vansarai 120X square, mud building with mosque in centre and 
a deep well just outside, and a Government garden 400x souare 
surrounded by high walls with a to\\-er a t  each corner. Her2 
there is- 

Cnnzping g czintl. -For s division on the open plain N.W. of 
t h e  fort. 

TVater.-Probably only sufiicient for 1 or 2 infantry brigades 
from the well outside the sal'ui ancl the watl=r cI~i,nnel reforred 
to above. 

u-Scctr , :a .  
Fodder.-Bhusa to an appreciable extent could be collected 

iron1 the surround:ng Acliakzai villages. 
Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to a very large extent, 

stored in the granary inside the fort. 
At 7 miles 3 furlongs cross the first branch of tlie Kadansi 

river and at 9 miles 3 furlongs the second or main branch ; tlie 
river bed here is about 500X broad; the stream ordinarily 
narrow and from 1' to  2' deep, and sometimes dry in the 
summer, but i t  has been known to be unfordable for 2 or 3 days 
after heavy rain. At 10 miles ihe sinall khasadar post now 
known as Wat  tl~ana. 

Camping yround.-For a division. 
Water.-Sufficient for the requirements of the above force 

could be obtained by artificial channels from the ILadanai whose 
perennial stream, however, is diverted near the M~ugha Chaman, 
some 10 miles to the N.E., for irrigation purposes. Arrange- 
ments would have to be made to  avoid this. 

There is also a tank near camp which is usually full of good 
and clear water. 

F - S c a r c e .  
Fodder.-Bhusa to all :~ppie;itzble extent could be collected 

lrom the adjoining villages ; cnur l  grazing fair, except in winter. 



Supplies.-Unground grain to an appreciable extent pro- 
curable from the adjoining villages. 

2 DABRAI . . 9m. 6 f .  Disused cart  road, 
--- with slight repair 
10 m. 6 f. passable for carts 
again. 

Road continues N.W. At 1 mile, the ~ ~ h i r d  channel of the 
Kadanai is crossed; no difficulty. At 3 miles 3 furlongs road 
crosses the broad gap in the Gatar or Ganti hills ; a t  4 miles 3 
furlongs the presenit route bends to the left!, but another track 
leads straight on and join9 Route 11 just N. of Tandukai Karez 
(stage 3), 14 miles distant. 

At 7 miles cross an insignificant channel oi the Kushobai 
and a t  9 miles the main stream ; no difficulties. At 92 miles the 
halting place known as Dabrd ; uwal pattern sarai and a small 
khasndar post. 

Cltr t ,~pi lzg ground.-For a division W. of the Kusllobei stream ; 
camp commanded by low hills 1,000X distant to  the S. W. 

TYnter. -For the above force from thiz3 stream whicli, however, 
is liable to  be cut off, and from tm-0 karezes, whose capacity is 
lloi great. Construction of tanks would be necessary before 
animals in any numbe~s could be watered. One well near cam\) 
nff ording sufficient water for a battalion. 

Pzce1.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhusa procurable to some e n h t  from the Ntlrzai 

villages to  the E. ; fair camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Unground grain t o  some extent from these N ' w z ~ ~  

r illages. 

3 MEL KAREZ . . 12 111. 1)isused cart road, 
-- - with slight repair 
31m.6f. 1)assabls for carts 
again. 

General direction X. \V. ; counlry ~ndula~tiup, 
At  4 miles 7 furlongs the crest of a low and broad pass is 

renclled, tlmnce steady hescent into the Me1 valley ; no clifficulteis 
(wept ,  that  several water-courses are crossed. 

At 10 miles 2 furlongs the Me1 llanda stream ; broad channel 
wit11 abnndant good water and tamarisk jungle on both banks ; 
stream alivays fordable. The best plwe for carts to cross the 



Me1 river is at this point*, f mile N. of Me1 Maudn village. The 
crossing here is far easier than a t  the place where the Dori river 
Route (Route 13) crosses this same strram 5 miles t o  th: S. 
 tho^ road now gradually ascends t o  Me1 Karez r e a c h d  al; 12 
miles. The khasa lar p ?s t  is 4 mile t o  t ie left cf the r2ad ; 
outsr walls in good order, but t le pcs t lias fd1:n comev ha t  int 
di,repzir (1935) ; fortified sarai adjai ing the r:nad completed 
.n 193 J ; inhabitants in this vicinity aie Kakozais. 
1 

Carnp'ng ground.-For a division on an  open plain ; soil 
gravelly. 

Water.-For the above force and more from a good Earez and 
the Me1 river 1+ miles distant, where all animals would be 
wa: mad. 

he!.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing i:xcspt in winter. 
Supplies.-No unground grain, but sheep and goats procur- 

nble in large numbers ; also t r a s p o r t  camels. 

4 ABDLTL R AHM AN 14 m. Disused cart road ; \vii;ll - (TAKHTAPUL). slight repair passa'ble 
45 m. 6 f. i or carts. 

Road continues N.W. A t  2 miles 5 furlongs, cross. the crest 
of the Ghlo kotal, a pass over a small ra'nge of hills in otherwise 
open cruntry ; a t  3h miles the road forks, both branclles leading 
to  Abdul Rahman, but that w n i n g  abruptly to  the light i~ 
thc cart , oad wliich now runs t rough stony, undulating: open 
country. At 10 miles 3 furlongs he ruins of Sa,fulla village. 
The w ~ o l  neiglibourho, d 11 re is k own as Talrhtapul. The last 
2 miles of this stage is over hcavy aulfacz sa. d. At 14 miles 
Ab ~ u l  Rallma:, w1:ers there is a joitified sarci ompleted in 
1906, a n  old post with a customs and psssport official, also 
rt maa,'i.i. 

Camping ground.-Por a division on an  cpsn 1.lai:l. 
Water.-For the above force from kczrexes. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-A few hundred rnaunds bhusz procurable; camel 

grazing scarce; nil in winter. 
~ u ~ ~ l i e s . - ~  few hundred maunds unground grain, 



5 MANDI HISSAR.. 15 m, Disused cart  road ; --- with slight repair 
60 m. 6f .  passabl for carts. 

Road co l t inu?~  N.W. At 2 milns cross a lo m easy kotal ; at  
4 miles the large domed villa e of D h-i-Haji, most prosperous in 
1880 and f r ~ m  which supplies could always be obtained, but re- 
p.lted in 1 9 ~ 5  as bein, dsierted 2nd falling into ruin , owing to  
the inhabitants having migrated through b-ing troublcd by 
t. av-11 r ,  on th, main road. The water ..ere is plentiful owll~g to 
ilrig t on streams but of iild fferent quality. 

Deh-i-Haji is  he 4th stage on the Dori river Rout: which 
joins ihe pre,ent route a t  thi.. point coming in from the S. The 
two routes are contiguous ior the cext m le and a halt, but no 
difficulty is a~t ic ipa ted  in kfepiilg thc: t v o  routes separate as 
the c ,ua ry is an open, hard, stoily plain ; a t  59 milts th: 
road bifurcates, the present route diverging to  the right, while 
Routs 13 lgacls straight on to  Khushab and th~nc.: t o  ICandaL-ar. 

At 7 miles rebch  he left  bank of the A1 ghastan ; niver here 
has a shallow bedabout 200x wide with a fair flow in the 
winter nd spring of brackish wat2r about 1' deep ; g nercllly 
quite dry in the summer and autumn, but after heavy rain 
river is temporarily impassable owing to floods. At 8 miles the 
B-rakzai v,llsg: of Dahi on th: right of the road and at 11 
mile8 the small village of Kalacha-i-Muhammad J a n .  At 15 
miles bl-tlidi His:ar (100 liouse~), inhabitants Nur~a i s  and 
Berakzais; fortified sarai m-as built here in 1906. 

Camping grou , d.-&or a division, ~ h o ~ g  L~ limits are liakla 
t o  b2 r-stricted ow ng t~ cultivlttlon ; camping grLurid in 
1870-80 was protected by a walled, defensible enclo ,uL e and 
&tch, which was in good order i : ~  ltlC!3, but thls can p w,s olrly 
sufficient for 2 brigades. 

lYaier.-Por the above force from kcrexes near camp ai:d 
from ~ l l e  Tarnak r,\ er 2 n l e a  N. OL camp, wl.ere a~lm.'ls could 
be watered. 

Fuel.-No info. mation. 
Fodder.-A few hundred mauuh  bhusa normally available ; 

c amel grazing only fair for most of the year, nil in winter. 
St~pp7ius.--A fcw hundred mnunds unground grain ordinarily 

procurable, also from 300 to 500 sheep. About 100 trans- 
port camela and 300 ynbus could grnrrally be relied on her. 



ROUTE No. 12-contd. 
A KANDAHAR . . 10m. 6f .  Disused cart road, 

- - (3,462'). with slight repair 
71 m. 2 f. passable for carts 

again. 
Road now leads N.W. direct for Kandallar. For the first 4 

milescountry is hilly, thence to  the end of the stage the road 
leads over a much irrigated plain with soft soil which mould 
cause wheeled artillery considerable trouble. 

At 1 mile 3 furlongs cross the Tarnak river ; river becl 11el.c 
ZOOx broad; stream shallow and easily fordable exceptaftel. 
heavy rains, river bed tortuous, but passable by carts. At 2 1nile:q 
P r furlongs reach the broad, flat crest of the Shorandam Eotcrl, 
thence steady descent and reach the pla'in a t  4 miles. 

At  6 miles 1 furlong cross dry becl of S2lora.d river, 1~ssabl (% 
by carts ; a t  8 miles 7 furlongs pass a xiara,t on the right, wllerc. 
the Kalat-i-Ghilzai road coines in from tlie JZ. A t  S miles 7 
furlongs the suburb of Deh Khwajn. on the left of tlie road aiid 
extending for nearly mile. 

The road leads straight to  the Bar Durani Cate, bu t  
is a broad track all round the walls outside ; t'lle Idgalz or no1 th  
crate is reached a t  11; miles, ancl the centre of the former Erit- n 
ish cantonment N.W. of the town a t  12 miles. 
9 new gardl11 culled &lanzil Bagh was built in 1893 to tllc 

rightgof tlie road, just before the village of Deli Kl~osa~lr is rcacl~ccl, 
and about one mile froin t hc city, i his forms cool residents ; 
therice direct to  tlieIdgn7~ a, good road, linecl with trees, has heell 
inaclc. Just outside the Bar Durani Gate a large and comniodiou,.; 
cara~a~nsarai  for storage of wool alncl other trade products going 
to  India, has been built. The enclosure is c,uadrilqteral, wit11 
a row of 50 double domes on the N. a i d  S. faces and. would 
accommodate one or two battalions. 

KANDAHAR (3,462'). Popula,tion 31,500. Gnwison (191 2) 4 
batteries, 1& regiments cavalry, 3 battalions infantry. City situat- 
ed on level plain between the Tariiab and Arghandab rivers, but 
is separated from the latter river by a range of hills in which, how- 
ever, there is a breali just N.W. of the the city affording easy corn- 
municatioil between the city and the Arghandab valley. The 
city is commanded o : ~  the N. and W. by high hills, a t  ranges 
varying from about 2& to .I miles. It is ncarly regular in plan, 13'. 
face is about 1 ~niles in lcngth, E, flrcc nl-,oul 1 mil?, N. and 
S. faces $ of a mile each, 



The defences consist of an earthen rampart having an 
average command of 22' and an average thickness of 20' a t  till 
bottom and 10' to 12' a t  the top. Its outer face is continued 
to form a parapet about 7' lligli and 2' or 3' thick, with a double 
tier of loopholes: The rampart is flanked by circular towers 
placed a t  distances 200' to  300' apart. The ditchvaries both in 
breadth a'nd depth, i but it is roughly 25' broad and 10' cleep. 
Tliere are 6 gateways one on each of the N. and S. faces and 2 011 

cacl~ of the E. r nd W. faces, defended by 6 double bastions with 
4 large circular towers a t  tlie angles. 

The citadel is situated on the N. side and occupies the gaa ter  
part. of an open space 1,400' square. The treasury, gun parli 
ancl Governor's residence are inside it. The city is surrounded 
on all side:; by orchards, graveyards and villages ; the field of 
fire from the ramparts is, therefore, much interrupted and tlierc 
is good cover for an assaulting force. 

The citadel and city generally are in much the same state as 
w-hen left by tlie Britisli. The walls seem in fair repair, and 
the roads niade along the S. and W. faces have been well 
kept up and are lined with trees on eitlier side. The cantonmeilts 
seem ill fairly good repair and are occupied by the Afghan garri- 
son ; thc hospital, being unoccupied, seems to have fallen in 
placcs and will requirc considerable repair, but tlie majority of 
the l)zrr;~,clis cat1 aol)parently be re-occupied after a little cleaning. 

'rllc garden houses of Sirdars Amir Khan, RIir Afzal Klla:i, 
; ~ n d  Rnllini n i l  Khan formerly occupied by thc General Oi?iccr 
Commanding, the Resident, and the Engineers, respectively, seem 
in pretty lnurll the same state, and could be re-occupied again 
a t  once. 

C!ccnaping g~-uu?~d.--For a very large force, 2 or 3 divisions at  
least on the plains around. In  1879-80 the British cantonments 
were to  the N. of the city. 

Water.-For a force of any size from the Arghandab and 
Tarnak rivers and v aier channels leading from the same. 

Fuel.-Scarce; the only trees in the vicinity are fruit trees. 
In  the British occupation 1879-80 all the wood was imported 
froin the 1J.W. and paid for at very high rates. 

Foddel..--Kltasil, for horses of a cavalry brigade dailyiil 
March and April ; bhuaa 200,000 to i500,000 mauncls ; good camel 
grazing. 



Supplies.-Amount of grain available in Kandahar cau be 
reckoned a t  something between 200,000 and 500,000 maunds of 
which + is barley ; fruits of all kinds in abundance. 

ROUTE NO. 12-A. 

GATAI TO TANDUKAI RAREZ. 
20 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority .-Native information, 1892. 

Epitonze. 
General description.--A connecting route between the 2 

through Routes 11 and 12. 
Road.-Camel road practicable i'or wheeled artillery. 
A small kotal which presents no difficulty met with in the 

second stage is the only obstacle encountered. 
Route open throughout the year. 

Camping gro~und,-For a t  least one infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisiona,l t,roops a t  the intermediate stcage. 

Water.-Sufficient; for that  force a t  that  stage. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder,-fiariala grass plentii'ul at; the intermediate stage ; 

good camel grazing throughout, except in winter. 
Supplies.-Nil a t  the intermediate stage. 

General direotion N.W. Leaving Gatai this route follows 
the old cart road (Route 12) for 4 miles to Humai K~roz ,  where 

N 0. I 

of stage 
an d 

total dis- 
tance. 

DETAILS. 

7- . . -=-- 

1 

10 m. 

KUSHOBAI .. 10 m, Camel road practic- 
able for wheeled 
artillery. 



the present route coiltinues N. W., while the old cart road 
bends to  the W. Between the 9th and 10th miles cross tivo arms 
of the Kushobai stream, beyond the second of which is camp. 

Camping gro?~~zcl.-For at least 1 infantry brigade with 
proportion of divisioilal troops. 

Water.-For the above force from /carexas. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Harialz grass plentiful ; good camol grazing except 

in winter. 
Supplies.-N il. 

2 TA NDUK A1 K ARE Z . .10 nl. Camel road, practic- 
able for wheeled ar ti1 - 
lery. 

General direction N. W. For the f i s t  3 miles tlie road 
runs across a gentle, sloping plain at the foot of the hills with a 
rise of about 150'. Thence to  64 miles the road follows the course 
of the Surkhab Manda to  a small Eotal ; ascent in this portion 
about 300', of which 100' is in the last quarter of a mile near the 
kotal. There is no real difficulty in this part of the road. It is n 
little rough for guns in places, and the ascent of tjhe kotal would 
be soinewllat troublesonle for artillery. The valley is fairly 
open everywhere betmeen low hills. The worst portion of the 
road can be avoided by a d6tour, said to be about 14 miles 
longer, and a good road. I t  leaves the bed of the Surkhab 
Afanda a t  4!- miles from ICushobai, and rejoins the road just 
beyond the 'kotnl. The dewent from the kotal is easy, bur. 

rocky, falling about 150'in + mile, whence the road 
debouches on an open undulating plain called Bedak, 2 or 3 
miles across which are the Bedak wells 

Here Route 11 is joined and followed t,o Tandukai Kare;! 
reached at 10 miles. 

Canzping ground. - 
Water. - 
Fuel. - i y i d e  Route 11, stage 1. 
Eo Jd er .- 
Supplies-- 

\ 
d 



ROUTE NO. 13. 

NEW CHAMAN TO KANDAHAR. 

V id the Dori river. 
66 miles. 6 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1879-80 ; native 
information, 1905 ; native information, 1910. 

Epitome. 

General description.--one of the 3 routes from the rail head 
a t  New Chaman to Kandahar. The major portion of t,his 
r0ut.e lies in the Dori valley, following the right ba,nk of that 
river, and is particularly easy. It forms the best alignment 
for a railway from New Chaman to Kandahar. The section 
of this route from Shah Pasand stlage 2 to Kandallar was follovg- 
ed by the 2nd Division of the Kandalmr Field Force in 1879. 
C'ount,ry generally open and passable by all arms. 

Road.-Camel road passable by wheeled artillery through- 
out ; sa,ndy in places ; with little labour could be made pasaae.ble 
for carts. 

The following obstacles 'are encountered :- 
( i )  The Kadanai, Kushobai and Me1 Manda streams in the 

1st and 2nd and 3rd stages respectively ; no difficulties. 
(ii) The ~ u r k u r a  kotal in the 3rd stage ; ascent and descent 

easy. 
(iii) The Arghastan river in the 5th stage ; liable to be 

temporarily irupa,ssable af t,er floods which occur in 
winter and spring. 

( i v )  The Tarnak river in the 6th stage ; no difficulty. 
Route open throughout the year. 
(Yctqnping ground.-For a division at &ages 1, 3 a,nd 4 ; 

for 1 infantry brigade at  stage 2 ; no details regarding stage 5. 
Wale-r.-For a division a t  all sta,ges with t'he following 

exceptions :- 
1st st,age for a division only between Xovenlber a,nd &lay ; 

for the other half of the year for 1 infantry brigade only. 
I n  2nd and 3rd stages for one infantry brigade only during 

August and September. 
Fuel.-Abundant a t  stages 2 and 4 :  probably procurable 

in limited ~lnant~ities at all stages, 



R o m  No. 1 3 - m t d .  

Fodder.-&a to  an  appreciable extent ah stagea 2, 3, 4 
and 5 ; camel grazing throughout, except in winter. 

Sz~pp1ies.-A fow hundred maunds unground wheat and 
barley procurable at stages 2, 3, 4 and 5. 

For supplies, etc., a t  Kandahar vide Route 12. 
- r -  ----- -- NO. i 

of stage ' 
and DETAILS. 

total dis-1 
tance. - -- - - - - - -- - -. . - - .- - -- - 

I 
KALA MALIK GHAZI 12 m.-Camel road paasable 

for wheeled artillery. 
12 In. 

Leaving the railhead at New Chaman the road 'runs due 
LIT. across open country. At 8 miles pass the hill Tor Baldak 
(4,312'), half mile S. of the road. At 9b miles cross the Kadanai 
stream, wlich comes in here from t,he N. W. by an eagy ford. 
Road then follom-s the right bank of this ~ t rean i  to tlie ond 
of the stage reached at 12 miles. 

Camping grozcnd.-For a division. 
FVuter.-From 11 wells and a channel leading from a karez ; 

supply calculated t'o be sufficient for one infantry brigade ; 
for a hivision for half the year from the Kadanai 1$ miles distant. 

Fuel. - 
Fodder.- 7 NO information. 
Supplies.-- I 
2 SHAH PASAKD .. 6111. Camel road pass- 

- able for wheeled arfil- 
18 m. lery. 

H oad f ollo\vs the right bank of the Ksdanai, general direction 
W., country open. At 4 miles pass the Nurzai village of Fathulla 
on the left bank of the river ; village consists of a collection of 
dome-roofed houses surrounded by mud walls, wit11 a mud fort ; 
wllen river is dry inhabitants are dependent for their water 
on n channel coiilillg i ron  the hills 50 miles to the 3., 
consequently supply is liable to be intercepted. 

The road now gradually veers IS. I?'. A t  44 miles cross t h o  
channel of the Kadanai (usually dry,) no dacul ty .  At 5 milea 
the Kushobai stream, which coming from the N. joins the 



Kadanai, here crossed by an easy ford ; normaldepth of stream 
about 2' ; stream always lordable even during spates ; below 
the junction of these 2 streams the river is known as the 
Dori river till i t  joins the Arghastan some 18 miles due S. 
of Kandahar. At G miles the Gurak Nurzai village of Shah 
Pasand on the right bank of the, Dori river. 

camping ground.-For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional tlroops. 

Wate~.-For a division and more except during August 
and September, from the Dori river, ha1 a mile S. of camp. 
In  August and September from wells in river bed for an 
infantry brigade a t  least, transport animals would be watered 
a t  Hauz Robat tank 1 mile due N. 

Fuel.-Abundant ; there are a quantity of tamarisk trees 
in the river bed and elsewhere, also southern wood is p1enti:ul. 

Fodder.-Bhusu procurable to  a limited extent; camel 
grazing abundant except in winter. 

Supplies.-A limited amount of unground grain procurable. 
The 10110~-ing is thc description 01 the Dori river between 

Shah Pasarld and Abdul Rahman :-bank to bank average 
width 150', channel normally 10' to 12' wide, 1' deep ; in 
January, February and March 30' to  40' wide, 3' deep ; greater 
dimensions after floods which are rare and never last more 
than 24 hours. Dry during August and September ; sandy 
bottom with occasiona,l boulders ; height of banks vary from 
15' to  30' and are steep ; there are no bridges nor boats 
and the current is not rapid. The best known fords 
are :- 

(1) Kandahar ford near Shah Pasand, 
(2) The Matal Mehrab. 
(3) The Anbar. 
(4) The Bolak, in tho vicinihy of which there is jungle. 
(5) The Muhanzd~acl Shah. 
(6) The Abdulla Rzi. 

When the river is in flood the L fords are ilnpassable for 
24 hours. Below Shall Pasand the Dori  rive^ passes illl-cjugh 
a populous district ; unground grain and bhzlsrr are procurable 
at all villages along its banks. 

The above information was obtained in 1903. 



3 CAMP SAIFUDIN : 15 m. Camel road pesesble 
for wheeled artillery, 

33 m, 
Road here temporarily leaves the banks of the Dori river 

and ascends gradually towards the hills; general direction 
N. W. 

At 1 mile pass a well, about 30' deep, in which there is 
abundance of water. At 3 miles reach a watershed. Thence 
a gentle descent to the Me1 valley, which runs up a considerable 
distance N. E. and is about 5 miles wide. Here i t  presents an  
appearance very similar to the hard and level portions of the 
country crossed on the last march. To the left the Dori and 
sand desert close the valley. At about 10 miles cross the luands, 
or water-course of Mel, about 4fr miles irom the camping 
ground of Me1 Manda on the main road, and 5 miles S. W. of 
Me1 ICare~. Thence ascend p d u a l l y  to the Kurkura kotal, 
another watershed from which the road commences to descend 
into the tract called Takhtapul. Mere there is half a mile of 
rough broken ground, with hills close to the road on both sides. 
This bit is difficult for artillery. Issuing from the defile, the 
road gains the right bank of the Dori, which has all the way 
been running parallel on the lelt, and turns along it, nearly due 
N. The country is an undulating plain, intersected by nu- 
merous water-courses. These, and an occasional strip of sand, 
delay the march of artillery. At 2 miles from the K u k u r a  
kotal reach camping ground in a broad and level plain on the 
right bank of the river. 

I '  The camp derives its naine froin a Kureai village od L L ~  

opposite bank of the river. Me1 Karez stage 3 of Route 12, 
the old cart road to Icandahar, is about 5 miles due E, of 
this camp. 

Camping ground.-For a division on the plain. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the Dori river, 

except in August and September, when there would be sufficient 
for 1 or 2 infantry brigades from wells dug in the river bod. 

Bud.-No information. 
Podder.-Bhusa to  a limited extent could be collected ; 

camel grazing good in spring, nil in winter, fair at other timea. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds ~nground wheat and 

barley normally proourable. 



4 DEH-I-HA JI.  . 14 m. Camel road yractic- 
able for wheeled 

47 m. ; ~ r  tillery. 

Road oontinues N. JV. along thc right bank of the Dori 
river and now enters the district lrnown as Takhtapul. The 
present route and the old cart road (Route 12) gradually 
converge throughout this stage, and a t  10 miles opposite Abdul 
Rahman post (stage 4 of that route) they are only half a mile 
apart. At about 11 miles the Dori river makes a sharp bend 
to the IT., and the present route ceases t.o i'ollow its banlr. The 
road tlien runs practically sicle bv s ick  ~ v i l l ~  Route 12 to the crld 
of the stage reached a t  14 ~niles.~'  

Dell-i-Heji, a* large domed village, niost prosperous in 1880 
and from which supplies coulrl always be obtained, but 
reported in 1905 as being deserted aiicl falling into ruins, 
owing to the inhabitants having migrated on account of being 
troubled by travellers on the main road. 

Camping ground.-For a division on the plain. 
Water.-Probably sufficient for the above force froin irri- 

gation channels ; the water, however, is not very good, being 
somewhat saline. 

Pue2.-Plentiful; wild sage bushes and southern \rood 
abound. 

Por7der.--Rh~c~n to i l l 1  apt)reciahle cxtent 1)rocn laable ; nrtlnrl 
paiing good except in winter. 

,Supplies.- -Unground wheat ancl b ~ ~ l e ~ 7  i o an aptwecia hle 
cxtent procurable. 

5 KHUSHAB . . 10 ru. Canlel road  assab able 
---- (3,454'). for wheeled astillery. 
57 m. 

The road runs for 1; miles N. \V. contiguous with Route 12 
when the old cart road branches half right to the village of 

;: Illstead of going to Kala l b d u l  ltallulall, wllich might intrrfere with thc  
luarch of troops proccedirig along tllc main road,  it I V O U ~ ~  prob:3bly be quite 
~~ractictlblo t o  keep along t,hc 1,;~nl; of the l h r i ,  n l l d  halt, on thc river :it about 
'1  miles. ~vhcrc it bends to I h c  W. 'l'hc only ditlicultv ~voultl bc in the case oi 
~ l n w l y  irrigated lailrl intcrv~liing. TIIP carllpillg groul~tl \!.oulil I?c :ibout 3 llliles 
b. lv, 01 Dell-i-l3a ji. 



Dahi and so on to Mandi Hiasar and Kandahar. This route, 
though the longest, is much the beat, but if, as is most probable, 
this road is used only to relieve the main road, any interference 
with the latter will be undesirable, and it mill be necessary to 
take the EafiZa road by Khushab. 

This leads straight on. At about 3 miles reach the Arghas- 
tan which has a broad, stony bed about 300 yards across. In  
winter the water ordinarily runs in several channels not inore 
t'hn,n a foot deep. The banks are low, and the river offers 
no obstacle to the passage of troope with artillery. The season 
of floods is in winter and early spring. I n  summer the river 
inay be perfectly dry. Thence straight on, over level open 
plain, in which large stretches of cultivable land alternate 
with barren stony tracts, slightly undulating. There are many 
villages to the W., but none near the road. At 10 miles the 

Surzai village of Khushab. 
Camping growzd.-No information. 
1Yuter.-For a division from several irrigat,ion chaanels. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhusa and lucerne (in season) to an appreciable 

extent; good camel grazing except in winter. 
S1~pplies.-Unground barley to an appreciable extent'. 

6 KANDAHAR . , 9 m. Camel road passable 
- - -- (3,462'). for wl~ eeled aa.tillery 

CiG m. 

Road continues N. I+*. towards a low kotd in the hills. 
.4t about 2 miles it crosses a channel of the Tarnak, which 
is usna.lly dry or nearly so. It then ascends about a; mile to the 
crest of the kotnl. The road is stony, and for 100 yards is steep. 
Descend from the kotal to the plain of Kandahar, which is here 
thickly studded with villages, surrounded by high-walled en- 
closures, orchards, etc. Numerous deep water-cuts cross the 
road. These are passed by narrow rustic bridges, just practic- 
able for camels, but they are often serious obstacles to artilleryd 
There are various roads. The best seems to be that leading to 
thc Bar Durani gate (10 miles) on the E. side of the town. 
Sllere is also a road to the former British cantonment K. 1T'. 
of the town, which is reached a t  about 11 miles. 



ROUTE No. 13---coracld. 

This march is practicable for artillery, but decidedly difficult.. 
Carnpnng ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 12 Stage (1. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. 14. 

NUSHKI TO KANDAHAR. 

Vid Jat Pot1 and Tarabaz. 

142 miles. 11 stages. 

A~~tkor i t  y . -General Officer Commandmg, Quetta Dis- 
trict, 1900 ; Hennell from native inform- 
ation, 1881 ; Roome from native inform- 
ation, 1896. 

Epitome. 

Genera8 description.-A direct, .tllrougll route from the 
railhead at N u s h ~ i  to Kandahar. After leaving Dak Nawar, 
stage 4, the great Regist,an desert is entered and traversed 
till i;he DoI:~ river is reached at tlie end of stage 10. 

Road.-Camel road throughoi!t. The following obstacles 
ere encountered :- 

(i)  The Registan desert between stages 4 and 10 ; impassable 
between May and September €or all but small.parties, 
preferably mounted on camels. 

(ii) The Dori river in stage 10 ; irnpns:;nble during spring 
floods for 2 or 3 days a t  a time. 

(iii) The Tarnak river in the last stage ; temporarily impaas- 
able after heavy rains. As water can only be relied 
on in the nawars in the Registan from September to 
May, this route can only be said to be open during 
that period 

Camping grounds.-For a division at  leacjt at all stages, 



ROUTE No. 1 A c o n t d .  

Water -For 1 infantry brigade st least a t  the first 3 stages ; 
thence to the Dori river, stage 10, only sufficient for 1 infantry 
brigade between September and May, and possibly for a bat- 
talion in the remaining months by digging wells ; for a division a t  
stage 11. 

Fuel.--Eirewood of tamarisk trees and a certain amount of 
scrub available throughout the route 

Fodder.-Grass to a limited extent immediately after rain 
from stages 4 to 9 ; bhusa to an appreciable extent a t  stages 3 and 
10 ; fair camel grazing througho, : t. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to an appreciable 
extent a t  stages 3 ar,d 10. E or supplies, etc., a t  Kandahar see 
Route 12, sta;e 6. - --,- - IL-S~I(L-T~.--=~=-C-Y---. ?....LLX-.m- 

No. 
of stage 

DETAILS. 
total dis- 

t-nce. - -- - - -- -- 

Leaving the railhead a t  Nushki tlie road, which is a 
well marked track, leads almost due S., partly over pat and 
partly over a stony daman ; going somewhat difficult on account 
of the numerous small nalas which cross the road a t  right 
angles. Country open throughout the stage. At 17 miles 
the camping ground sometimes known as Siah Sang opposite 
the lank made by Mehrab Khan, a Baluch. There is no other 
water en route. This stage is identical witoh stage 1, Route 
131, Routes in Northern Baluchistan, 19 10. 

Camping ground.-On an open sandy plain for a division, 
if necessary. 

Water.-Xor one infantry brigade from the tank referred 

1 
-- 

17 m. 

to, 
Fuel.-Fairly abundant; there are tamarisk trees and a 

certain amount of scrub in tlie viciniLy. 
Fodder,-A small quantity 01 Ohusa obtainable, but nothing 

appreciable ; good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable, 

MEHRAB *NAWAR . .17 m. Camel road. 
(zIAH SANG.) 
(3,150'). 



2 SAHTBZADA . . If m, Camel road, 
(3,186'). 

28 m. 
Road continues N., and maintains this direction through - 

out the stage. Road is good and fairly level the whole way ; 
country generally open. At 11 miles Sahibzada (60 house$), 
inhabitants Baluchis ; houses are mere wattle huts smeared 
over with a thin layer of mud. About mile to the S. W. is the 
Baluch village of Shah Muhammad, similar generally to Sahib - 
zada. 

Caw,ping ground.-For a division, if  necessary, on the ope11 
plain. 

Water.-For one infantry brigade at least from several tanks. 
Fuel.-Fairly abundant; there are tamarisk trees and a 

certain amount of scrub in the vicinity. 
Fodder.-A small quantity of bhusa obtainable, but nothing 

appreciable ; good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

3 JAT POT1 .. 14 m. Camel road. 
-- (3,150'). 
42 m. 
Road continues N. and maintains this direction thro ug; 1 - 

out, Good and easy going all the way over pat. At 14 miles 
tile few ruins and halting place known as J a t  Poti. 

Cumping grozntd.--E or a division, if necessary, on the selldy 
plain W. of the irrigation channel. 

TVater.--E or one infantry brigade a t  least from the irrigation 
channels $ mile S. of camp ; water also from November to April 
in tohe irrigation channels E. of camp. 

There are also several wells about 150' deep wllicll could be 
cleared without much difficulty. 

Fuel.-Fairly plentiful. 
Fodder.-Bhzcsu to an appreciable extent obtainable from the 

Eriendly Barechi villages in the vicinity; good camel grazing. 
S~cpplies.-An appreciable amount of unground wheat aiid 

barley could be collectecl from the villages referred to above, 
At  J a t  Poti i!ie following rouhes converge : - 
Route 14-B., from Iltaz Kasez. 
Route 14-C., from Anjirgai. 
Route 14-D., from' . .  Tang. 



Route 14-I?., from' Saiad Bus. 
From J a t  Poti Routo 14-I3 , leads to Shah Pasand. 

4 DAK NAWAR .. 15. m. Camelroad. 

57 m. 
Road runs due N., across a sandy desert. Achakzai count.ry. 

At 15 miles the halting place and wells known as Dak Nawar. 
Cclmying ground.-fir a division or inore on the sandy plain. 
7Pate~.--From the nawars ; probably sufficient for one in- 

fantry brigade from September t,o May, and for about 1 battalion 
for the remaining months when wells might have to be dug. 

Fuel.--Firenrood procurable. 
Fodder.--Grass procurable ; fair canlcl grazing. 
S~pp1ies.-N il. 

5 ABU CHAH .. 8 m. Camel road. 

65 m. 
R0adrunsN.E. for 4 miles, then N. W., to Abu Chah 

which is due N., of Dak Nawar. At the commencement of 
this stage the road enters the eastern fringe of the great 
R'egistnn desert and crosprl it till tlle Dori river is reached in 
stage 10. The Registan which signifies the " country of sand 
is the name given to the great desert which stretches eastward 
from Sistan and the Persian frontier. It is a vast expanse 
of ridges and hillocks of loose red sand and is of considerably 
greater elevation than the adjacent alluvial plains. It abuts 
on Slzorawak in s long line of sand-blufis, touches the end 
of the Khwaja Amran to the N. of that  district, and, sweep- 
ing round north-westwards across the end of the Kadanai 
valley, follows the line of tlie Dori and then of the Tarnek 
until the latter falls into the Helmand. The desert is a most 
important strategical leature, forming as i t  does whet is believed 
to be an impassable karrier, on the S.W. of Kandahar. 

At 8 miles the halting place known as Abu Chah. 
Camping ground.-For a force of any size. 
Water.--For an infantry brigade from wells. 
Fuel.-Firewood procurable. 
Fodder.-Grass procurable. Fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies,-Nil. 



Ram NO. 14contd.  

6 K H W A  JA GIAN NAWAR : 14 m. Camel road. 

79 m. 
Road leads N. W. through ;the sandy desert. The follow- 

ing nnwars are passed during tlle stage. Tlle Shakar nawar a t  
2 miles, the Zaz nawar a t  38 miles, the Yaltaz nazoar a t  6 miles, 
the Matunki nawar a t  9 i d e s  and the Gharlan nawar a t  11 miles, 
in all of which water would be found from September to May. 

Camping ground -For a force of any size. 
Water.-From the nawnrs ; probably sufficient for one ia€a,n- 

try brigade from September to May and for about 1 battzlion 
for the remaining months when wells might have to be dug. 

Fzce1.-Firewood proc~vable. 
Fodder.-Grass procurable. Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-N il. 

7 TONGA1 . . 12 rn. Camel road. 

91 m. 
The Nurzai country is now entered. The road leads N, 

across the s&ndy desert. The Jado, Shahid and Khalil na.wars 
are passed a t  6, 8 and 10 miles, respectively, in all of which 
water would be found from September to May. At 12 miles 
the halting place known as Tongai reached, near 1vhir.1~ is tile 
Gat Tarak nawar. 

Camping ground.--For a force of any size. 
Water.-For an infantry brigade from a nuniber of \veils, also 

from the Gat Tarak nawar. 
Fuel.--Firewood procurable. 
Fodder.-Grass procurable ; fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies,-Nil. 

8 SAR N A W A R  . . 8 m. Camel road. 

99 m. 
Road gradually veers from N. to N.W., across the sandy 

desert. At 8 miles Sar Narwar. 
Camping ground.-For a force of any size. 
Water.-For one infantry brigade from September to May, 

and for 1 battalion for the remaining months when wells might 
have to be dug, 



Fuel.-Firewood procurable. 
Fodder.-Grass procurable ; fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nil. 

9 TARABAZ .. 14 m. Camel r o d  

113 m. 
Road continues N. W. through a sandy desert. At 14 mile2 

Tarabaz. 
Camping ground.-For a force of any size. 
Water.-For 1 infantry brigade from a number of wells. 
Fuel.-Firewood procurable. 
Fodder.-Grass procurable ; fair camel grazing. 
Sup plies.-N il. 

10 DORI RIVER . . 15 m. Camel road. 

128 m. 
Road runs N. FV., over a sandy desert. At about 14 

miles the Dori river is crossed about half mile W. of its junc- 
tion with tha Arghastan. At this point the river bed is 200' 
wide, the channel has an average width of 50' and water is of 
an average depth of 2h'. During the spring floods the river 
here is impassable for 2 and 3 days a t  a time. At 15 miles the 
camping ground flanked on the W. by the Arghastan river and 
on the 8. by the Dori river. 

Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the 2 rivers 

referred to, 
Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-An appreciable amount of bhusa could certainly 

be collected from the surrounding villages ; fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-An appreciable amount of unground wheat and 

barley procurable from the surrounding villages. 

11 KANDAHAR .. 14 m. Camel road, 
(3,462'). 

142 m, 
General direction alulost due N. Road traverses a culti- 

vated plain studded with villages. At about 7 miles the 
Tarlali river is crossed just N. of the fortitied Nurzai village 
of Rshwani, River bed here 1,000* broad ; average width of 



channel go', average depth 2' to 3', river easily fordable 
except after heavy rains. At 10 miles the Durani villages of 
Balada and Karezak on the right and left of the road respec- 
tively. At 14 miles Kandahar. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel. - -1 

Vide Route 12, s t a g  ti. 
Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- I 

J 

ROUTE NO. 14-A. 
SAHIBZADA TO SPINAKHULA. 

' V iB  the Band pass. 
33 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority .--Native information, 1900. 
Epitonze. 

General description.-A connecting route running from stage 
2 of Route 14, the through route from Nushki to Kandahar, 
to stage 1 of branch Route 14-E. 

Road.-Camel road througl~out. The Band pass in the third 
stage is the only obstacle encountered ; gradieilt not steep, but 
the road is rough and would be better for clearing. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping grounds.--For 1 infantry brigade at  both inter- 

mediate stages. 
Water.-For one infantry brigade, a t  least, a t  both inter- 

mediate stages. 
Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing through0 ut. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds of unground grain at both 

intermediate stages. 
---l".T.? en,=---"--..'- r 4 - m - e r . .  PI- 

No. I 

of stage , 
and i 

total dis- , 
tance. 

-. ---- -- - - . . - - - - -- - - 

1 PUTLA KHAN . . 12 m. Caniel road. 
: (IN SHIRANI). 

12 rn. 1 (3,400'). 



General direction N. B. Leaving Sahib~ada there is a well- 
nlarked track running N. W. along the edge of the danzan. At 
4. miles the Barechi village of Samazai ; a t  6 miles pars the 
Mir Ali riarat and at  84 miles the Shirani Barechi village of 
Shirwnrai on the bank of the stream. At 12 miles Putla lihan 
(70 houses; inhabitants Shirani Barechis) about 1 mile to the 
\V. of the left bank of Lora river. I n  the village are three trees 
which form a landmark in the treeless level plain. 

Cu~nping ground.--For one infantry brigade a t  least, probably 
suflicient room for two. 

Water.-For the above force and more from irrigation 
channels. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds 01 unground grain nor- 

mally available. 
At Putla Khan, Route 14-C., from Anjirgai to J a t  Poti crosses 

this route. 

2 PAIN K H A N  . . 11 m. Camel road. 
-- (TN POTI) 
23 m. (3,300'). 
Genera,l direction nearly due N. The road is a good track 

over cultivated, alluvial soil. At 4 miles, the hamlet of Plr 

Muhalnmad Karez to the right of the road a t  the foot of low 
llills. Thence across the clry and stony bed of the Lora river 
which here is of coi~siderable breadth, but the banks are not 
high. At 7 miles the road passes through a gap in a u g h  range 
of hills, called Tai~g or Siah, which terminate in a semi- 
isolated. peak on t4l1e plain, the gap being to the S. of this peak. 
At 11 miles Pain Khan a t  the foot of some sand hills ; inhabi- 
tants, Badalzai Barechis. 

Camping grozc~~d.--For 1 infantry brigade W. of the village. 
Water.-For the above force and more from irrigation 

channels. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder..-A few hundred rnaunds bhusa proburable; good 

camel grazing. 
Supplies.-A idw hundred maunds of unground grain (no 

barley) procurable. 



3 SPINAKHULA . 10m. Camel road. 
(3,590'). 

33 m. 
General direction N. The track now leads through low 

undulations of loose sand thickly sprinkled with bushes ; these 
ridges increase in elevation towards the S., and small isolated 
peaks and ridges of rocks stand up through the sand, some of 
which are close to the road. At  about 2 miles a sand ridge 
is reached which colnmands an extensive view over the 
cultivated Shorawak plain. At 4 miles a track leads S. W. to the 
village of Amunzai; a t  5 miles, the  tower in the village of 
Ahmad Khan is visible over the sand hills 1 mile W. of the road 
and near by is the ruined fort of Murad Khan. Immediately 
afterwards the road gradually rises to the Band or Chawal pass, 
which consists of a gap about 200x wide, where the IChurma, hills 
overlap, but d o  not toucli. The gradient is not steep, but the 
road is rough. Beyond the pass the road emerges on to an 
open plain, then across low sand ridges between the Bth, and 9th 
miles, and finally the track follows the deep bed of a nala for 
the last mile to Spinakhula, reached a t  10 miles. 

Camping  grozcnd.- 
Water.- i 
Fuel. - I 

Vide Route 14-E, stage 1. 
Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- .I I 

ROUTE NO. 14-B. 

ILTAZ KAREZ TO JAT POTI. 
Vici the Get pass. 

25 miles. 2 stages. 
Authority .-Native information, 1884. 

Epitome. 
G'~:~ei.al Jcs, :.iplion.-Tlu route conr~cets a t  lltaz Ku~aei with 

Routed iu Northern Baluchi~tan, Route a7,lmding froin Culistail 
t o  N~ ih l i i .  



Road.-Camel road throughout. 
The following obstacles are met with :- 
(i) In  the 1st stage t.he Wali or Get pass (5,900') ; ascent 

easy, descent for the first 100 yards down a steep gully 
just wide enough for a laden camel to pass. 

(ii) In  the second stage the Lora river ; difficult crossing 
after heavy rain. 

Route open tlzrougliout the year. 
Campilzg-ground.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  t l ~  intsrmediate 

stage. 
Water.-Sufficient for the above force a t  that   stag^ 
Fuel.--IVood generally abundant tiiroughout 

An appreciable amount of bhecsa and unground Fodder'- 1 
grain cuuld be calhctsd in the vicinity of S?cpplies.- 

Miru Khan ; good camel grazing throughout. 

easy and ascent gridual to the crest of the Wali or Get pass, 
which is reached a t  3 miles. Elevation 5,900'. 

Descent is by a narrow and steep gully for the Srst 100 yards 
wheil the bottom of a ravine is reached. It is only just wide 
enough to ahow a laden camel to pass, and the hilh rise sharply 
on either hand. The bed of the nala is of rough slate rock, and 
the gradient of descent very considerab!e. At half a mile from 
the crest of the pass the ravine is 20x wide ; the bottom in of 
fairly smooth slaty shingle, and gradient of descent about 1 in 15. 

Hence the water-course gradually widens, and the slope be- 
comes easier while the path is good. At 10k miles the ravine 
meets with the outer ridge of the Sarlat range, and makes 
a sudden turn to  the left. Here, on the left hand, is a spring 
with a few mulberry and willow trees. There is room for 
a small body of troops to  encamp, but the ground is cramped 
and inoonvenien t. 

N 0. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 
- 

1 
--- 

15 m. 

DETAILS. 

- -  --- ---- -.. -. . 

MIRU KHAN . . 15 m. Difficult camel road. 
(3,100'). 

General direction N. \V. Leaving Iltlaz Karez the hills are a t  
once entered. They are low and aVlinost insignificant. Road 



After running for a short distance parallel to  the ridge, the 
wakr-course turns shsrply to  the right, and escapzs through i t  by 
n short but ilarrow gorge. At 12 miles the road gains the open 
country. At 15 miles the Shirani Barechi village of Miru ICtlsn 
(70 houses). 

Camping ground.--Near the vi l lqe f o ~  1 infantry brigade 
st least,. 

J/Vater.-Sufficient for the aobove force from s3vernl i:~rigation 
channels ; water slightly brackish. 

Fliel.-Wood arbundant. 
Fodder.-Bhusa tmo an apprecial~le cxtent conlcl bs collwted 

in the vicinity ; good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-An nppreciabie amoani of unground grain 

could be obtained in the vicini by. 
At &iru  Khan Route 14-A., the Sllirnill road throagll Sll;,rit- 

wa,k to  Nushlu crosses this rout?. 

2 JATPOTI .. 10 in. Cszllel roacl. 

25 m. 
General direction N. W. At about 2 rniles tlsc: Lora river 

is crossed. I ts  channel is about 200x wide and 25' deep, with 
perpend-icular banks. It is usually dry, hut  n good deal of 
water occ,zsionally comes down in winter alter lleavg rain. The 
ourrent of the stream is then very swift, but the bottom is of 
firm sand. When dry, laden camels llavc no difficulty in 
crossing a t  the regular places, but to  find them without dolay, 
guides are necessary. The tall tarnilrisks of J a t  Po'ci are 
plainly visible from the Lora bank, but the intervening plain 
is intersected by artificial water cllannels, and a good deal of 
land is often under irrigation. Just  before reaching J a t  Yoti 
the hollow of the Dori or Lora nala has to  be crossed, and this 
is sometimes a matter of difficulty. 

Altogether this march is not an easy one ,'or pack animals 
of any description, and in wet ~ ~ e n t h e r  it insg  he absolutely 
impracticable. 

Camping ground.-- 
Water.-- 
Fuel.- Vide  Route 14,3tage 3. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 



ROUTE Noa 1 4 - C a  
ANJIRGAI TO JAT POTI. 

Vid the Salwatu pass. 
25 miles. 2 stages. 

Authority.-Native information, 1901. 
Epitome. 

General description.-This route forms a portion of one of 
the routes from Quetta to J a t  Poti. It connectn a t  Anjirgai 
with Routes in Northern Baluchistan, Route 110. 

.Road.-Calnel road. 
The following obstncles are met with:- 
( i )  The Salwatu pass in t119 first stag? ; difficult for laden 

camels, thougli constantly crossed by them. 
(ii) The Lora rivar in the second stage ; crossing difficult 

after heavy rain. 
Route open throughout the year. 
Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade, possibly 2 a t  

Putla Khan, the intermediate stage. 
TVater.-Sufficient for that force a t  Putla Khan. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing throughout. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain nor- 

mally available a t  Putla Khan. -- 
No. 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 
tance. 
p- 

I PUTLAKHAN .. 17 rn. Camel road, but 
--- difficult for laden 
17 m. 1 camels over the 

Salwatu pass. 
General direction N. W. Leaving Anjirgai the road ssoends 

tlie Katunki nala for about 1 mile. It then diverges to  the 
left and ascends low spurs to the Tarzana kotal, which is quite 
easy. The range now being crossed is known locally by 
several names. It consists of lour, black, rocky peaks, joined 
by s lower ridge. To the left is u. ~onspicuous peak called Ting. 

Beyond the kotal is ihe Cliuna (Lesser) Dasht, o long nsr- 
row plain about 2$ miles wide, stretching N. E.and S. W. In the 



latter direction it is crossed by Route 14-B. On the further side 
of the p b i n  is another small range, similar to  tha t  just passed ; 
i t  is called Parah. An easy kdal  (6 miles) gives access to tile 
Bala (Greater) Dasht, resembling the Chuila Dasht, but twice 
the width. The peak of Sarlat (Cheri Ticg) is nearly due W. 
from the Icotal. Tllc whole Sarlat range fro111 this side llaa a 
very insignificant appeiuance. 

Descending to  the plain, the road bears away to the right 
( a  track to the l lohat  pass leads nearly straight on). About 
half-way across the Dasht ( 8 i  miles) is a small artificial tank 
called Shahdin talao. It contains water after rain and is a well- 
known place. The road now enters the hills a t  10; miles. Just 
inside of the first low elevations the road to  the Ushtarlar pass 
diverges to the right, and from near the same point the 1 oaci 
to  the Psha pazs branches off in the same direction. Neither 
of these passes is practicable for laden camels. A road 
from Muhammad Khel by the Sarsham or Singband kotat also 
comes in about here. The lloha't pass is about 2 mile; S.W., 
a short distancs N. of Chari Ting. 

Not far beyond the fork of the roads the xiarat of Pir Gali 
Chopal is passed on the right. It is 200 yards off the road;  
the path to  the Ushtarlar passes close to  it. 

At 10 miles reach the crcst of the Salwatu pass (an insigni- 
ficant kotal). The descent is into a deep, narrow, and rocky 
ravine. For the first mile and-a-half i t  is decidedly a difficultl 
road. In many places there is hardly room for an animal to  
pass, and occasionally slate rock occurs, which results in drops 
or steps of several feet. At half-a-mile below the crest, and at 
several places lower down there is water. Her 1 battali011 
might bivouac. 

The Salwatu pass is constantly crossed by heavily laden 
camels, but the upper part is dificult even for mules. 

All a t  Gnce the narrow defile gives place to a broad ravine 
40 or 50x wide a t  bottom and widening as i t  descends. Gradient 
at first 1 in 18, decreases to  1 in 25. Road over firm slaty shingle 
is good. At 14 miles the hills on either hand-spurs of Sarlat-- 
come to  an end. Here is a comparatively open space, and water 
is sometimes found. Probably i t  can always be obtained by 
digging. 

In  front is the small outer range called Spari. The water 
course bending to  the left, is now quitted, ;>nd the load lead 



ROUTE No. 14-O--corccld. 

straight on into trhe m. As i t  crosses thvm diagonally to 
the run of the spurs there arz several ascents an3  descents, one 
being rather ste-p, but the road is good. At about 15 miles the 

are finally quitted and the track continues for 2 miles over 
a gentle, smooth descent to  the vdage of Putla Khan or Zhiai 
in tile Shirani district of Shorawak. 

Putla Khan (70 houses) about 1 mile t o  th? W. of the left 
bank of the Lora river. 111 the village are 3 trees which form 
a landmark in t hs Ire :less, lcrel plain. 

Can~pijby ground.-For 1 infantry brigad: a t  least, probably 
sufficient room lor two. 

Water.-For the above fL!~'~e and nlore from irrigation chan- 
nels. 

E'uel.8calce. 
E'otider.--Good calllel grazing. 
Supplies.-A icw h u ~ ~ d r e d  maunds unground gl ain normally 

svallable. 
At Putla Khan, lttoute 14-A,, the Shirani route through 

Sliosawak, to  Xushki crosses this route. 

2 JATPOTI .. 8 m. Camel road. 

G e n ~ ~ a l  ch~ectioi~ N. W. At :A miles the Lora river is 
reached ; channel here 2dOx to 300x wide with scarped sides 
26' high; crossing only difficult alter heavy rain;  absent 
.~nd descent easy f a  camels. 

Prom thence a fair road across t 112 plain pretty streigh t to 
J a t  Poti, the tall tamarisks of which are p1c;idy visible. Two 
small canals have to be crossed. The first is called Augir and 
the other Sharuwah. They are difficult for pack animals. 
Before reaching J e t  Poti the river bed of the Dori or Lora nala 
has also t o  be crossed, in which there areseveral artificial water 
channels, which are sometimes flooded. When this is the cast, 
the crossing is difficult. 

Canzping ground.- - 

1Vater.- 
E'ue1.-- Vide Roure 14, stage 3. 
klodder.-- 
Supplies - 



ROUTE NO. 14-D. 
TANG TO JAT POTI. 

33 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority .-Native information, 1897 and 1902. 

General description.-A connecting route between Routes in 
Northern Baluchistan, Route 86, from Gulistan post and Route 
88 from Sarghari and the through Route 14 ; i t  is supposed to 
furnish the shortest route between Pishin and Shoranlak. 

Road.-DBicult road for fully laden camels for thc first 2 
sta#ges, third stage much intersected by irrigation channels. 
The long succession of stony defiles ancl the continual crossing 
and recrossing of the Lora makes the road very wectrisonle. 

The only obstacle encountered is the Lora river which is 
crossed several times ; river is impassable when in flood which 
may happen any time in winter or spring. To be caught by a 
freshet in the Lora gorge would always be a serious matter. 
Route open throughout the year except when the Lora is in 
flood as just described. 

Camping ground.-For one infantry brigade a t  least, a t  both 
intermediate camps. 

Water.-For the above force and more throughout, from the 
Lora. 

Fuel.-Abundant throughout. 
Fodder.-Bh,usa at stage 2, good camel grazing throughout. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds of grain at  stage 2. - 

No. I 
of stage 

total dis- 
hnce. 

-- 

I I 
MIRZA KACH .. 14m. Cifficultcamelroad. 

14 m. 
Leaving Tang the track leads down the Tang defile. 

The general direction is S. W., but the defile winds consider- 
ably. The road is stony, but fairly good marching, and the 
gradient easy. As the Tang is descended, the l~ills become 
higher and steeper, and the becl of t l ~ c  ~vatcrcourse narrower. 
At about. 2 miles from camp the hills, especially those on the right, 



are lofty and precipitous ; here. the defile is hardly more than 
lGxor l5x  wide, and it continues to be narrow, winding, and 
enclosed by high and steep hills until it opens into Lora at 4 
miles. There is a good running stream all the way which is 
crossed frequently. 

The Lora is now descended in a general south-westerly direc- 
tion through a tortuou3 defile averaging about lOOx in width. 
On either hand are high and steep, but not inaccessible, hills ; 
those on the right being spurs of Shista and Tang (Iihwaja 
Amran range) and those on the left under-feature; of Sarlat. 
The track is usually well defined and rough marching, but the 
stream of the Lora is crossed continually ; it is swift, shallow, 
and somewhat rnuddy ; the fords in vviater are from about 1 to  
1;' deep, and average about 15x in widill. Cottom generally 
firm a4d free from lwge stones, but the 1;rack must Ee adhered 
to. Patches of sand or mud to be strictly avoided. I n  summer 
t.he water is much decreased in volu~ile. 

At  2 miles from entering the Lora (6 miles from camp) thc 
Shista naln comes in from the right*. It looks insignifioant, 
but gives access to a large glen running up under the main 
range parallel to Tang. At about 7 miles cross a plateau on 
the left bank, and a t  74 miles regain the Lora by themouth 
of a water-course known as  the Guldatra. 

A halt might be made on the plateau, if desirable. Thence to 
Lashkar Kach (see next stage), about 9 miles. 

For the remainder of the march,the road continues to follow 
the winding defile of the Lora, as above, described. At  14 miles 
Mirza Kach situated on a low plateau on the left bank. 

Cumping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade, but camp is com- 
manded on all sides within 1,000 yards. 

Water.-For the above force and more, from the Lora river, 
water slightly brackish, but quite drinkable. 

Fuel.-Wood abundant. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciabie ; the C0~1htry is only inhabit- 

ed by a few Badezais and other Achakzais, who bear a bad 
reputation, 



ROUTE No. ' 14-lI-..ntd. 

SILI KACH .. 2 ,.- 10 m, DifGouit camel road. 

24 m. 
General direction 8. \V, The road continues to descend the 

w i ~ c i n g  defile ol the Lora, which is very much the same 
as before. At about 2 miles pass a plateau called Lashkar 
Kach, which closely resembles IMirza Kach, Aiter 3 miles 
the hills gradually begin to decrease in height, but the 
defile continues narrow until about 7 miles, when it opens 
into a, glen of increasing width, here the road takes to 
the left Lank, and passes over undulating plateaux, keeping 
parallel to the river Led. At 9 miles the track bends due W. 
and Route 14-A is crossed. The halting place, reached at 10 
miles, is a well-known spot, and is marked by two trees and 
a graveyard a t  the edge of the plateau, 

The width of the valley here isabout 24 miles. Opposite to 
Sili Kach, under the hills on the right bank of the river, there is 
also good ground for camping on. Sili Kach is considered to 
mark the boundary between Achakzais and Barechis, but the real 
boundary of Shorawak is much higher up a t  tho Tang junction. 
This march is practicable for all arms. Prom Sili Kach to Mir 
Alam Kala is 3 miles. The road is good. 

Camping ground.-For 1 or possibly 2 infantry brigades on 
both banks of the river. 

Water,-For the above force from several canals leacling irom 
the river. 

Gud,--Wood abundant. 
$odder,-A few hundred maunds ohusa could certainly be 

collected in the vicinity ; good camel grazing. 
8upplies.-A few hundred maunds grain normally available ; 

there are several water mills a t  Siii k a c h  on the right bank ot 
the stream. 

S JAT POT1 .. 9 m, Camel road much 
-- intersected by irri- 
33 m. gation channels. 

General direction due \V. Leaving Sili Kach the road leads: 
across the river bed to the end of the range 01 hills on the 
opposite side of the valley. At about 1 mile pass through a gap 
between the end of the hills and outlying rocks on the left. 



ROUTE No. 14-D--concU. 

At least one large irrigation cut has to be crossed at 'or near 
t!~e gap. There is then a tolerably straight track over the plain 
to J a t  Poti, keeping to the N. of the main cut and of the a o r i  or 
Lora nula, but one large water channel has to be crossed and the 
plain is also brokenin places by nalus and intersected by irriga- 
tion cuts. A guide is therefore necessary, although the Jat 
Poti trees are plainly visible bearing 8. \V. immediately after 
clearing the gap. 

I n  the case of a considerable body of troops it would perhaps 
be better to keep away to the right after passing the gap, and to 
skirt the rocks and sand to Pain Kllan's village, which is passed 
a t  about 4 miles. Thence E. passing Ahmad Khan's village 
a t  6 miles. Froni there is a good road, passing N. of 34urad 
Kha,n Kala to Amunzai (9& miles), and then S.ViT. to Jat, Poti, 
Ivhich is reached a t  124 miles. This road is practicable for 
all arms. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.-- 
Fuel.- Vide Route 14; stage 3. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 

ROUTE NO. 14-E. 
JAT POT1 TO SHAH PASAND, 

Vi2 Gwazha. 

78 miles. 6 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records and native in- 
formation, 1900. 

General description.-A connecting route between the two 
tllrough Routes 13 and 14, and also part of a favourite route 
for the greater part of the year of kafilas journeying from 
Kandallar to  Xushki. They follow the main road from Kan- 
dahar to  Chaman (Route 12) as far as Spin Baldak and then take 
a short cut across the plain sometimes to  Kunchai and ~ometimes 



t o  Gwazha following this route then to  J a t  Poti where the main 
Route 14 to  Nushki is joined. 

Road.-Camel road practicable for wlleeled artillery through- 
out. Practically no rbstacles are encountered along the route, 
which is open throughout the year. 

Camping grozmds.-Stage 1 for 1 battalion only, remaining 
stages for 1 infantry brigadz a t  least. 

JVater.-For 1 infantry brigade a t  all stages except a t  stage 
4, where natives report that  the Lalgoli tank is often dry, but 
i t  is believed there is always an abundance of water a t  that  stage 
betweail November and Rgarch. 

Fzcel.--Abundant a t  stages 2, 4 and 5 and procurable to  a 
limited extent t;l; ot!!~-.r stages. 

Fodric.r.-G ood cainel grazing throughout. 
Szcpplies.-Notching appreciable a t  the intermediate stages. 

- 
of stage 

and 
total dis- , 

tancP. .. -- 

General direction N. E. Leaving J a t  Poti (3,130') the track 
fist leads across the great Shorawak plain. At 1 mile pass 
Amunzai, 2 mile W. of the road;  a t  2 miles the ziarat of Haji 
Makal and a t  3 miles pass the high sand ridges known as Shpul 
Pot'i. At about 7 niiles the western fringe of the Khurma hills is 
reached, the traclr passing through the Alu Karez gap between 
the Khurma range on the E. and the Shabas Khan Taraki rocks 
on the W. A well-mar ked path, skirting the base of the Khurma 
llills, is now followed for 4 miles t,ill a t  11 miles the Chawal plain 
is reached, across which the road leads N. W. A t  3b miles the plain 
is left and the deep bed of a nala followed to the end of the stage. 
The country generally is passable for all al-nls througliout the 
march. At 15 miles halting place know11 as Spinakhula in 
the Badezai Achakzai country. 

1 

15 m. 

Camping ground.-For 1 1;attalion only ; camp commanded 
on all -. sides. 

SPINAKHULA . . 15 m. Camel road practic- 
able for wheeled 
artillery. 



Water.-For 2 infantry brigades at  least; a plentiful supply 
of good water runs down from the hills through a ma98 of large 
granite bouldere. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-N il. 

2 ARGUTAI . . 15 m, Camel road praotic- 
---- able for wheeled 
30 m. artille~y. 

General direction N. E. Leaving Spinakhula the track 
follows the nala of that  name for about 1& miles, after which i t  
traverses some undulating ground flanked on the W. by the rocky 
lleiglits of the eastern Sargu hills and on the E. by the Khwaja 
Amran range here known as Tang or Siah. Between the 3rd and 
5th miles the track traverses a small plain called Chawal or 
I'samel ; a t  5 miles i t  passes through a gap about 700x wide, 
flat and open, between the eastern and western Sargu hills. 
thence to about 10 miles i t  skirts the base of the western hills 
pretty closely. Thereafter t'o the end of the stage the track leads 
S. I$. over stony undulating ground, falling on the W. to  the 
sand-hills of the R,egistan. Close on the E. are low gravelly hills, 
and behind these a considerable extent of broken ground, inter- 
soct,rd by hollows and large water-courses, extends for several 
miles to  ths base of Sllasta. Numerous shallow nalas are crossed 
nlld the daman is sprinkled with thorny shrubs and bushes. 

.Tust before reaching camp the Argutai stream is crossed ; 
no difioultry. At 15 miles the halting place of Apgutai still in the 
Rsdezai 9chakzai country. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigad? on a stony plain. 
1Vnter.-For the above force and more from the hgqtai  

stream. " 
Fuel.-Abundant. 
Fodder.-Good camel gra7ing. 
,%I ppl1:es.-Nil. 

3 CWAZHA t n ~ .  Gf. Camel road passable ---- for wheeled artil- 
381x1. 6f. lery. 



Roam No. 14-E-contd. 

General Direction N.E. For the first 4 miles to the Waoh dara 
the road is metalled and in excellent repair. Thence over duma?& 
t o  the end of the stage. At 89 miles the halting place of Gwazha. 

Camping ground.-Por 1 infantry brigade. 
Water.-For the above force fro111 the Tanda dara sfream 

and a karez. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
8upplics.-Nil. 

4 LALGOLI TANK : 14m. 4f. Camel road practic- 
OR* ALI GULI able for wheeled 

53m. 2f. DAND. artillery. 
(4,036'). 

General direction N.W. Road now leads down I he sLony 
skirts of the hills which slope to  the Kunchai plain. Numeroua 
water-courses are crossed, but offer no obstacle to artillerv. 
After 5 or 6 miles the road gets off the stones, and is thencefLr- 
ward over light alluvial soil or sand. At 84 miles a track lead9 to 
a tank about 5 miles to  the W., which is a t  the edge of the 
great sand desert, within the outermost sand-hills. The 
main road goes straight on to Kunchai wells. At 14& miles 
Lalgoli tank which is 1$ miles long by over a mile wide and is 
said to contain water a t  all seasons ; but this is doubtful ; 
however, there is almost cer rain to be plenty between Novembe: 
and March. No permanent inhabitants, but in winter and 
spring numerous camps of Achelrzais are in the neighbour- 
hood and scattered over the whole plain. 

Camping ground.-For 1 or 2 infantry brigades a t  least. 
*FVater.-Por the above force at least between November and 

March. 
Fuel.-An appreciable quantity of firewood obtainable. 
Fodder.-Hariala grass procurable ; good camel grazing. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 

5 KUNCHAI . . 8m. 6f. Camel road practic- 
-- able for wheeled 
63 m. artillery. 

-- 

+ Natives report that the Lalgoli tank is often dry. In January 1879 the 
Infantry of General Stewart's division marched straight froin Gwazha to Kunchai 
23) miles, probably owing to lack of water at Lalgoli. 



General direction nearly due N. Here the route lies over low 
sand-hius, and would be difficult for wheeled artillery. Stretohea 
of sand continue for 3 miles when the road again leads over 
a hard, stony plain, covered with southern wood. A rocky ridge, 
called Bambul, is 2 or 3 miles to the left. Beyond this, N. W. is 
the Kunchai ridg?. The sand desert extends up to  and beyond 
these hills in great waves of loose red sand. At about 8) miles 
rea-,h Kunchai camping place. There are two wells, one 
on either side of the road. They are about 150' deep ; water 
slightly brackish, and not sufficient for a large body of men with 
their baggage animals. About due N. of camp, water is procurable 
from the bed of a ravine in the hills. To find the spot keep the 
highest peak on the right hand. Animals call be watered here 
from holes dug in the bed of the water-course. No permanent 
habitations, but nomad camps of Achakzais and Nurzais are 
scattered about (except in summer). There is also a good deal 
of cultivation in the plain. 

This march is easy for artillery, except where sand has to be 
crossed. 

Camping grou?zd.-For one infantry brigade a t  least. 
Water.-For the above force from the 2 wells and the ravine 

referred to above. 
Fuel.-Southern wood abundant. 
Fodder.-Excellent camel grazing. 
Sup plies.-Nil. 

6 SHAH PASAND . . 15 m. Camel road, practic- 
able for wheeled 

78 m. artillery . 
Leaving Kunchai the road leads N. for 6 miles ovzr a 

hard level plain ; good going or all alms. Low sand-hills 
blown up irom the desert to the W., are then reached. 
The road orosses them for about a mile, and is heavy for 
wheeled artillery. After this a sharp turn to the left (N.W.) 
ove . a gravel plain, keeping the sand-hills on the left. At 
about 12 miles cros.; the bed of the Kadanai. It is dry, 
except after heavy rain, and having low banks is easily 
passed. At 14 miles reach the channel of the Kushobai a t  tha 
point \vl~eere it unites with the Kadanai The road descends into 
the river bed down a high bank and keeps along it  for about a 
mile, when the right bank ia ascended to a plateau on which is 



ROUTE No. 14-E-concld. 

the camping gromd. The ascent from the water-cous=e is steep 
Close by is the village of Shah Pasand, malik of t , l~e Gurak 
Nurzais. 

The road is good all the way and quite practicable for artillery. 
The country is very bare and barren, and no water is passedon 
this march. Numerous tents of nornadr are, however, scattered 
about in the cold season, and there are many flocks of sheep. 
Immediately to  the N.W. of camp is tlie grand-looking scarped 
hill of Ashik ~vhich can be seen from Gwazha camp and forms' 
an excellent lmdmark over the whole plain. The red sand-hills 
of the desert come down t,o the further-bank of the river, which 
iu here called the Dori. 

Gatsi, on the main road, is about 14 miles E. of Shah Palancl 
and the intervening country is tolerably open. Columns ad- 
vancing silnult~aneously on both roads can therefore communi- 
cate wilhout difficulty. - 

Camping grozc~zd.- 
Water.- 
F u . ~  - 3 Vide Routc 13, Stage 2. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

ROUTE NO. 14-F. 
SAIAD BUS TO JAT POTI. 

25 miles. 2 ~tagss .  
Authority.-Native information, 1900. 

Epitome. 
G'cnernt clescription.-A connecting route l~etweeri Routes 

in Northern Balucliistan, Route 132, from Nusliki and the 
through Route 14 from Nushki to  Kandahar, which is joined a t  
stage 3 ; together with the forme: route i t  makes an alternative 
route to  stages 1 t o  3 of Route 14. 

Road.-Camel road practicable for wheeled art'illery through- 
ont, though in pIaces track leads through heavy sand. 

The Dori river which is forded a t  the commencement of the 
second stage is the only obstacle encountered ; crossing easy, 
Route open throughout the year. 



Camping ground.-For 2 infantry brigades a t  the intermediate 
stage. 

Water.-For the above force a t  least a t  the intermediate stage 
from the Dori river. 

Fuel.-Procurable from tamarisk bushes. 
Fo-lder.-Grass procurable a t  Ziarat ; also about 500 nlaunds 

of bhusa from Mandozei 3 mi le  E. of Ziarat ; good camel graz- 
ins. 

Su,pplies.--About 500 maunds unground ga in  from ~ a h d o z a i .  

I of stage 
and I DETAILS. 

total dis-! 
tttnce. I -- - -. -- - - .  - - - - - -- - . . - - 

1 I ZIARAT .. 1 5 m .  Camel load practic- 
---I able for wheeled 
15 m. I artillery. 

General directioil N.E. Leaving the Barechi village of Saiad 
Bus the track leads across several sand ridges. At 1 i  miles the 
old ruined fort of Pirosh Kala, E. of the road. At 3 miles Shahi- 
dan Gliundi where a lashkar of Barechis mere defeated by a small 
column under Major Humfrey, 30th Bombay Infantry, in 1880. 
,it 4 miles a small tank called Musa talao on the W. of the road, 
and some high sand bluffs called Reg-i-Khar near the road to  
the X. Between miles 5 and 10 the country is thickly sprinkled 
with smalgai bushes (a species bf tamarisk) and pattclics 
of s~znd are occasionally crossed. At mile 6, a good-sized tank 
close to  the sand-hills on the right of the road. Froln mile 10 
tto the end of the stage the track runs over a level plain with a 
succession of sand-hills to the W., but to  the E. is bare, flat 
couut,ry without cultivation or inhabitants. At 15 miles Ziarat 
n-hich takes its name from a small white-washed tomb, near 
which is a hamlet of fakirs, on the banks of the Dori. 

Camping groulzd.-For 2 infantry brigades a t  least, + mile 
S.E. of the tomb. 

Water.-For the above force from the Dori river, and possibly 
for a division from the same source in the wihhr, but the water 
is rather salt. 

Fuel.--Can be c~llected about 4 to 5 lniles fromcamp, from 
tamtirisk bushes, 



ROUTE No. 14-F-concld. 
- 

Fodder.-Limited amount of grass from the Registan; 
500 meunds bhusa from large village of Mandozai 3 miles E. 
of camp ; good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-500 maunds unground grain from Mandozai nor- 
m ally available. 

2 JAT POT1 . . 10 m. Camel road practic- 
able for wheeled 

26 in. artillery. 
General direction N.E. Imiuediately on leaving camp the 

Dori river is forded ; crossing easy. The road then follows the 
right bank of the Dori river for 3 miles, where it  leaves the valley 
and runs across a perfectly level plain of alluvial soil entirely 
surrounded by sand hills t o  about 5 miles, where sand ridge 
50' to 60' above the plain is crossed ; the sand is very fine, soft 
and deep and would be trying for the horses of wheeled artillery. 
At 6 miles the hamlet of Saiyid Yahia IT. of the road, perclzecl 
on a sand bluff. Thence the track runs neirlY due N. to J a t  
Poti, reached a t  10 miles, 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.-.- Vide Route 14, stage 3. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

RQUTE NO. 15. 

KABUL TO KANDAHAR, 
Vid Maidan, Ghazni and Kalat-i-Ghilzai. 
310& miles. 27 stages. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records and native in- 
formation, 1912. 

Epitome. 
General description.-Main road between Kabul and Kande- 

har. From Kabul to Saiyidabad (stage 4), an alternative route, 
known as the Logar valley route (parts of Routea 3, 3-F. 
and 4) ie more generally used by the inhabitante, as it traverse0 



the richest district in Afghanistan, but the present route v;B 
Argandeh and Kala Durani, which is identhal with the last 4 
stages of Route 4, is the shorter by 174 miles and better for 
troops, especially as it is now metalled. From Saiyidabad to  
Kandahar (2594 miles) there is no doubt that this is the best and 
shortest route,'though alternatives exist here and there. 

Average elebation of road from Kabul to Ghazni is 7,000'; from 
Ghazni to Kandahar (3,342') there is a gradual descent. Route 
was followed from Kandahar to Saiyidabad in March 1880 by a 
British division of all arms under Sir Donald Stewart consisting 
of 7,250 troops, 7,300 followers and 11,210 animals, and from 
Saiyidabad to Kandahar in August 1880 by the Kabul-Kandahar 
Force under Sir Frederick Roberts, consisting of 10,000 troops, 
7,800 followers and 10,000 animals. The section Kabul to 
Saiyidabad was traversed by a. force of all arms under General 
Ross in April 1880, conqisting of 4,000 troops with attendant, 
followers and animals, and by the heavy batteries of Sir D. 
Stewa'rt's force referred to above. 

Road.-lfetalled motor road 24' wide with 12' to 16' metal- 
ling, no soling ; reliable information in August 1912 indi- 
cated that the entire road would be metalled throughout by 
the autumn of 1912 ; bridges and culverts were the11 in process 
of construct~ion between Ghazni and Kandahar, on com- 
pletioil of which the entire road mould be ready for motor traffic. 

As the road has been improved for motor traffic all serious 
obstac7es have been removed. 

The Sher Dahan pass (8,500') is crossed in the seventh stage 
and presents no difficulty. 

Route open throughout the year, though the sec t i~n  Kabul to 
Ghazni is frequently under snow in the winter. 

Camping grounds.-For a division a t  all stages, 
Water.--For a division a t  all stages. 
Fuel.--Wood scarce, but scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Grass a t  stages 5, 6 and 8 ; khasil a t  stages 12 and 

31 ; bhusa in varying but appreciable quantities a t  all stages 
except a t  stages 3, 10, 17, 18 and 20, where the supply is doubt- 
ful ; camel grazing good throughoutI, except in winter. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat! and barley in varying but 
appreciable qiia.ntitjies a t  all stages, except st stages 3,10, 17, 18 
and 20 ; cattle and sheep at stage 12, 



For supplies, etc., at  Ghazni and Kandahar vide Routes 6 
and 12 respectively. 

I 
ARGHANDEH : 15 m. Metalled motor road 

(7,200'). 24'. 
15 m. 
Taking the suburb of Deh Afghan as the starting point the 

road leads S.W. towards the Deh Mozang gorge. At 1 mile Dell 
Mozang* (500 houses), inhabitants Ta jiks and I<izil bashis, at t'he 
eastern entrance of the gorge which is about 1 mile in length anit 
in which the road crosses the Kabul river by a wooden bridge 
30 " long and 6 wide ; river only 4' deep as most of the 
water is taken off for irrigation higher up. Then it crosses a 
broad canal by a good plank bridge with a railing, and emerging 
from the gorge turns S.W. across the Chardeh plain, which is 

J 

covered with fields, and gardens, thick with tail poplars and 
seamed with irrigation channels. There are numerous fortified 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

villages, and infantry can only move with difficulty off the road. 
At about 3 miles pass the Deh Bori, a collection of 3 Trtjik villages 
(about 200 l~ouses). At 4$ miles pass the Amir's large new 
garden house and grove, known as the Mahtab Bug?,. Then 
skirt the northern slopes of the Korogll range and rea,ch I he small 
villago of Kala Kazi, situated $ mile S: of the road on the 

edge of the Chardeh plain. Kala Kazi or Knla-i-Kazi 
was the farthest point reached by the Royal Horse ,4rtillery 
and Cavalry in Cjeneral Massey's engagement on the 11th 
December 1879. Here there is :- 

(lampiny ground.--Difficult to find owing to cultivation. 
Water.--Ample for a division from streams flowing into tho  

1CaL1l.l river and from numerous irrigation channels. 
Fuel.-Very scarce. 

DETAILS. 

.9 In the 2nd Afghan war, on thc retreat of the cavalry and horse artillery 
fronl the Chitrdeh ~7alley on the 11th December 1879, this village wlt0 held by 200 
rnemof the 72nd Highlanders sent out fro111 Sherpur, anti tlw A f g h n l ~  advance 
was checked. 

p- 



Fodder.-About 1,000 maunds bhusa could normally be coI - 
lected in the immediate vicinity ; good camel grazing except in 
winter. 

S u p p l i ~ s  -About 1,000 maunds unground wheat and bsr- 
ley procurable in the immediate vicinity. 

Road now leads due W., the Kabul river being left to the S. 
At 108 miles tlhe Adramzai village of Murghir or Murgh Giran 
(100 houses). Here the Changar stream is crossed by a small, 
wooden bridge 6' long by 8' broad, practicable for wheeled 
artillery. At 112 miles Kala Ghulam Haidar (100 houses) and 
a t  13 miles Kala Jafir Khan (50 houses), both Tajik villages. At 
14i  miles pass through a short, broad defile between a spur of the 
pagl~niai~ range and the Korogh nlountain. At 14i iililes opposite 
drgl~~ndell-i-Bala t t1 o roads branch off froin this main road. 

( i )  Oile rurining nearly due W. Lo Jaolrul where this road 
bifurcates leading- 

( a )  to Herat wid Daualat Yar. 
( b )  to Afazar-i-Sharif vici, Bamian. 

(ii) The other running X.E. over the Surkh kotal to Charikar 
Istalif. 
Arghandeh-i-Bala is about 2$ miles N. W. of Argllrtndeh and 

iies in a small valley running up into and ending in tlhe Paglr- 
man range of hills. Just before reaching camp the junction of 
the Changar a i d  Arghandeh streams is crossed ; no difficulty. 
Throughout this laarch the passage of all arms would be mainly 
confined to the road and the paths connecting villages, owing to 
the highly irrigated and cultivated coizdition ol the country 
$or the last 5 iniles also the road is flanked on tho S. by tlac 
Korogh range. At 16 miles Arghandeh, or Arghandeh-i-Pain 
(1,500 houses) which was a place of great importance during the 
British occupation in 1879-80, as i t  commands the road by which 
supplies are brought to Kabul from the S. and S.W. 

Caj,zping ground.-3 or a division between Argiielldeh and 
Arghatldeh-i-Bsla, the country being level and open, 
1Vater.-For tlic above force iron1 the Arghandell and 

Changar streams, from the Sadik ravine near camp and also 
from several irrigation channels. 

17uel.-Wood scarce. 
Grain for probably tn o infantry brigades and ] b for their transport animals for 2 or 3 



days from tho large villages of Arghandeh-i-Bala and Argliandeh- 
i-Pain. 

Good camel grazing except in winter. 
2 KALA DUR- 14m. Gf. Metalled inotor road 

RANI.  24'. 
29m. 6f. 
E rom Arghandeh the Gliazni road runs S. W. The 

valley here is not very wide, and is bounded by llills 
both on the E. and W., but they are not near enough to 
enable an enemy to annoy a force marching through the 
valley, unless they were supplied with artillery. The Takht; 
pass is reached a t  3Q miles, but the ascent to i t  is gentle, 
and i t  would not afford as good a position to  an oneiny as 
kotals usually do ; in fact the country leading to i t  is extrei~iely 
suitable for cavalry, as is that  descend in^ from it. Pro111 this 
kotal the cluster of villages called Pain  aida an is visible and 
distant about 4 miles. Two roads descend froill the ridge, one 
leading to Ghazni, the other direct to Pain Maidan. Soon after 
the descent is commenced, there is a pat11 on tlie E. leading over 
a low ridge which goes to Lalandar. 

E rom Pain Maidan two valleys branch off westward, being 
separated by am not very high range of hills ; one is called Bczla 
Maidan through which the Kabul flows. It contains numerous 
villages and a path runs through i t  joining the Bamian road 
just beyond Rustam Kliel. The other is called the Nirkh vallev. 
It contains a good many villages, and is highly cultivated, but>t 
leads nowhere in particular and ends in the hills. 

At 7; miles Pain Maidan (7,170f), 300 houses. Hcre there is- 
Camping ground.-N. of village for 2 or 3 infantry brigades 

at least. 
Water.-For a division and more from the Kabul river, about 

1 mile to the FV., whose \vat,er is hrougllt close to  cainp by irri- 
gation channels. 

Fuel.-Wood scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhuscc to  an appreciable extent froin adjacent 

villages ; good cainel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to an ~~pprec ia  ble 

extent from adjacent villages. 
The road now runs due S. down the valley of the Kabul 

river, keeping roughly about 4 mile from its left bank. At 12 
miles the river turns sharply to the E. and has to be crossed, 



The old masonry bridge which existed in the 2nd Afghan war 
was subsecluently swept away by floods, but llas since been 
reconstructed. The river, however, is easily iorciable, not being 
more than 18" deep. The ~ i v e r  winds about a little and then 
strikes northwards to Dell Kepak, wllennz i t  flows nearly due 
E. through the Lalandar valley and makes its way to Kabul. As 
soon as the river is crossed, there is a gorge running up  the 
hills on the E. of the valley, and so i;o the Logai valley ; and i t  
was this route wl~ich was taken by Bripdier-General Baker's 
brig:tde in Noromher 1879. Hefore &la Durani is reached, 
a low range of llills, with a narro\kr gorge through it, has to be 
passed, wllich migllt afford a, fair position to an enemy attempt- 
ing to block the road. 

The country t l~rougl~out t l ~ i s  marc11 is ~nucll restricted, tho 
road lying in valleys, bouiided a t  con~paratively short dis- 
tances by higll liills. 

At 149 :uiles Kala Durani, rl small Tajik village with 
a fort. 

Camping ground .-For a division a t  least. 
1fVcrter.-Eor the above force from a large stream E. of the 

road. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder .- I A considerable quantity of unground wheat 
Supplies.-- and barley and an equivalent amount of 

bhqcsa could be collected from the populous n2ighbourhood 
known as Surkhpul Maidan, passed on the road 2 miles before 
the end of the stage. Ciood camel grazing excepl in wintdr. 

3 TOP 10m. 4f. Metalled motor road 
(7,400'). 24'. 

40 111. 
General direction S.W. Road gradually ascends for the &st 

half of the stage till a distinct watershed across the valley is 
reached a t  5 miles, when the road descends gently but decided- 
ly to Top. At 46 nliles the Ghilzai village of Bin-i-Badam 
(100 l~ouses) on the U'. of the road close under the hills with 
3 or 4 forts on the hillside ; $ mile S. of Bin-i-Badani is the 
small village of Anda. 

Shortly after a path strikes off S.W. over some open downs 
to the Langar valley, or Rewat valley as it is sometimes called 
by the inhabitants, and is joined there by a path which comes 



from the Nirkh valley through the Be? Samand valley. About 
this point also there is the liatcrshed already referred to across 
tho valley. When the ridge of the ~~atersl led is rcaclied and 
sonze distanco afterwards, signalling can be carried on 
with the Sher Dal~czn, a kotal about 10 miles short of Ghazni. 
From Top itself the Sher Dahan is lost, but it can easily be got 
from hills not far 08. The road in this march lies in avallep 
2 miles wide, flanked by high hills on the E. and I$'. A t  104 
miles the camping ground of Top, called after the srnall clistrict 
of that name. 

Camping groz~nd.-For a division. 
Water.-Probably sufficient for the above force from a 

tributary of the Logar river flowing parallel to the road, $ mile to 
the JV. of it. 

.Fzzcel.-M7ood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Probably nothing appreciable ; good camel 

'Odder*- grazing except in winter. Str pplies.- 

4 S AIYIDABAD. 10m. 2f. Metalled motor road. 
(6,950'). 24'. 

6Om. 4f. 
Road continues S.M7. and follows the left bank of the tributary 

stream referred to. The valley descends gradually cci first and 
aEterwards rnore rapidly. At about 5 miles the Wardah country 
is entered. A t  5; miles Shaikhabad (6,650') a t  the junction 
of  this tributary stream with its parent river the Logar, 
over which a masonry bridge was built at  this point in 
1906 ; in addition there is also a strong, wooden bridge near by. 
The average depth of the water here however is only about 16". 
Shaikhabad proper stands on the right bank of the Lognr, the 
houses on the left bank compose the village of Kheri Taisang 
which however is included in Shsikhabad. There is a strong fort 
here. Here t1here is- 

Camping groz~nd.-For a division." 
.-___-- - - - - - - - - . 

* On t,he 28th April 1580 General Ross's clivision collsjsting of 2 mountnil1 
batteries, 6 squadrons cavalry, and 2,650 rilles t> tlcamped st Shaikhabad. 

On t h o  22nd May 1880 troops as unclcr nccompanying Sir F. Robcrt,s halted 
a t  Shaikhabad :- 

2 nlountain batteries. 
7 squadrons cavalry. 
1 company sappers and minere. 
4 battalions infantry. 



ROUTE No. 15-contd. 

Wafer.-For the above force and more, from the Lognr river. 
Fuel.-?Trood in small quantities ; also a certain amount 01 

scrub. 
Eoclc7~1..-Grass and clover abundant except in winter. 
Xlrpplies.-Rice and jotcar are plentiful ; ulteat scarce. 
The,rocd colltillsles S.\lr. and a t  about 8 iniles enters the Slliniz 

I,alley following the left bank of thst  liver to tllc end of the 
stage. The country througllout this march is much restricted, 
the road lying in valleys, bounded a t  conlparatively short dis- 
lances by high hiils. A t  10i miles Saiyidabad, a cluster of 
hamlets belonging to the Iihwaja R ~ s u ~  Saiyids. Signalling 
con~murlication with the Shes Dallan lcotaE can be maintained 
fronl a hill just l'iT. of the village. 

I'nnjping yrc;:rnd.-For a division on the left bank of tl~c. 
S11iniz rive].. 

Water.-For the above force from the 8hiniz river. 
Fu el.-Wood scarce. 
Fodder.- 1 Unground grain and bhusa to a considerable 
S?r pp1ies.- estent can be collected from the various ril- 

]ages in the Shiniz and Unlrai valleys. Good camel grazing 
except in winter. From ICabul to Saiyidabad Routes 4 a ~ i d  15 
are identical. In  the present route, however, this sectioil has 
lleen described from Kabul onwards, whereas in Route 4 i t  is 
described from Saiyidabad to Kabul. 

From a poiid a short distance before reaching Shaikhabad 
a route is known to lead over the Kadani Khan kotal past Piru 
Khel and Shaleli to Babus. It is said that it could be made fit 
for wheeled a,rtillery. 

6 HAFT ASIA . . 15 m. Metalled motor road, 
24'. 

65m. 4f. 
Road continues S. W. and runs parallel to the Shiuiz river, 

few hundred yards from its right bank, tliroughout the stape. 
A t  5 miles Haidar Khel comprising a fort on the E. of the r&d 
and a cluster of' l~amlets a t  the foot of the hills about 1 mile 
W. of the road. As far as Haidar Khel the road skirts a range 
of hills which flank i t  on the E . To the W. the hills llave 
gradually receded and a t  this point the valley is about 2 lniIes 
wide and highly cultivated, 



At Haidar Khel illere is :- 
Cnm,ping groztnd.-For 2 infaintry brigades FIT. of the road, 
Wtcter.-For a division froin the Shiniz rix-er. 
F?tel.--Wood scarce, scrnb abundant. 
Fodder.- 1 Bhtrsn and unground wheat and barley to nn 
S?cpplies.- appreciable extent could be collected fro1ll 

the Haidar Kliel villages. 
Leaving IIaidar I(he1 the road once inore passes through low 

hills and a t  10 miles i t  practically leads through a defile, tllc 
llills flanking the road very closely on both sides. Immediately 
afterwards i t  emerges on to  the open valley wllicll is extremely 
fertile and well cultivated with numerous villages dotted about. 
At 15 miles the Wardak village of Haft Asia, which conlprises 
10 to 12 fortified hamlets. 

Cornping gs.ozlnd.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force froin the Shiniz river and 

a karex. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Grass and lucerne procurable except in winter ; 

bhu,su, to  an appreciable amount should he normally available ; 
fair camel grazing. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to  an appreciable 
amount could be collected in the vicinity. Good camel grazing 
except in winter. 

6 FHASHGAO . . 10111. 2f. Metalled 111otor road, 
24'. 

75m. R f .  
Road continues S. W. and still folio\\-s the right bank of 

the Shiniz river. The hills once more close in on-the road on 
the E., restricting the movements of cavalry and wheeled 
artillery in that  direction, but to the W. tlie country remains 
open and is suitable to  the passage oI a11 arms. At  10t  miles 
the walled Wardak village of Shashgao,* surroundecl by EL 

considerable amount of cultivation and nurilerous forts. 
Cumping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force from springs am1 11 Icnrexes ; thc 

Shiniz here is a very small stream. 
F7tel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 

-- -- 

* On t,he 14th August 1880, the whole of the Icnbul-Kandahar force (10,000 
fighting men with follonrers) encamped a t  Shashgao, 



Fodder.-Grass and lucerne to a limited extent except in 
winter ; a considerable quantity of bl~usa could be collected in 
the imnlediate vicinity ; fair camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-A considerable amount of unground wheat, 
barley and other grain procurable from villages in the immediate 
vicinity. 

7 GHAZNI . . 13m. 2f. Metalled motor road, 
--- (7,279'). 24'. 
89 m. 

Road continues S.W. and leads through open country. The 
hills to the E. are fro:i~ 2 to 3 iniles distant, as far as the northern 
entrance of the Slier Dalian pass, reached a t  3& miles. The road 
through the pass is good, and broad enough for four horses 
abreast, and easy ior all arms. Ascents and descents gradual 
and quite practicable for the heaviest wheeled guns. Crest of 
pass(8,500') reached a t  about 5; miles ; containing hills bare 
and treeless, casy of' access especially on the E. For about 
a mile beyond tlie crest 01 tlie kotal there is a gradual descent, 
and the liills close in. The southern end of the pass is reached 
at  about 6& miles. l3ere the liills receding again in a curve, on 
either side, form c*, basin, froin a mile to a mile and a half broad, 
in ~vhich is a line of X-arezes furnishing water for about 100 acres 
of cult iration. At 9 iniles they converge again, and here the road 
ascends a second low lcotnl in nearly a straight line, from tlie top 
of which the Gllazni plain is overlooked. Between the 9th and - 
10th miles there are n succession of dry water-courses, some of 
which require rainping to allow of the passage of wheeled art'il- 
lery. At 102 miles a lmla and a stream are met with, which also 
require ramping a t  this point ; but they can be turned by a de- 
tour to the W. At 122 miles pass suburb of Roza, the outskirts 
of which are a mass of vineyards ; and $ mile further reach camp 
on plain to tlie S. of the two old minars which stand to the E. 
of Ghazni between the city and the suburb of Roza. 

Cnnzping ground.- I 

TVater.- 
Fuel.- 

i 
} Vide Route 6, stage 10. 

Fodder.- 1 
Stcpplies.- I 

and for description of Ghszni 



8 NAN1 .. 14m.2f. Metalledmotor road, 
---- 24'. 
103m. 2f. 

Prom the camping ground two roads lead to the southern 
extremity of the town of Ghazni ; the western is the motor road 
and leads thrmgh the gardens outside the town ; the other makes 
a detour to  the E. and would be uselul for transport animals. 
Leaving the tow11 the road leads S.'tV., and maintains this 
direction, throughout the stage. At 34 miles a garden called 
Cheiiil Eachagan is reached after crossing tlie sancly bed of a 
river about 200 broad. Thence to  Ispandi, reached a t  7 miles, 
the road is flaillied on the 17, by a low range of liills 1; miles 
distant, and on the E. by hills considerably further off, the 
country between is well c~iltivateci and studded with villages. 
Ispandi is lnerely e halting place and there would probably 
be room for 1 o r2  infantry brigades to  encamp here if required. 

The road now leads over an open, fiat plain. At 9 nliles 
Noghai 011 the E. of the road and a group of Ghilzai villages 
known as Bagla, 1 mile FJr. 01 the road, beyond which, separated 
by a low range of hills, is the district of Waghaz covered with 
many Musa Khel Ghilzai villages, beyond which again is the 
PIazara district of Kakrak. At about 11 miles the Andari 
villages of I<ala-i-F:tliir and Kn.la-i-Sher are passed about 1 mile 
E. of the road and at 12 miles the Icizilbash village of Iiarabagh 
also on the E. of the road. At 14$ miles the large Andari 
village of Nani in the western limits of the Shilgrhil &strict. 

Camping g~ound.-For a division on the open, sandy plain. 
Water,-For the above force from several springs and 

karexes. 

Fuel.-T;TTcod scarce ; scrub abundant,. 
Fodder.-Grass plent'iful ; an appre~ia~ble quantity of bhus.t 

s l i~u ld  laormally be available ; camel grazins excellent. 
fiupp2ies.-Unground grain to some considerable cv ten t 

always be procurable from the surrounding villages. 
A large number of transport camels can be obtained in the 

vicinity. 
At  Nani, Route 7 ,  the main through route from the Go~nal 

valley to  Ghazni, joins this route. 



9 MASHAKI .. 14m. 4f. Mefelled motor road, 
(6,900') 24'. 

117m. ( i f .  
General direction S.W. For the first 6$ miles the road crossee 

an extensive plain ; there are only a few water-coursee to 
impede the march. Between 6f and'8f milea the hills are close 
on t,he W. side of the road. At about the 8th mile descend 
from a low pass t o  a stream with a boggy bed, where it is neoes- 
sary to find other crossings lower down stream. The road 
then leilds through low hills. Mashaki is a group of villages, 
surrounded by cultivation between two karezm. The villages 
in the neighbourhood are :- 

(1) Khalz Mashaki 
(2) Haji Musa 
(3) Kala-i-Meri 

1 
I jnhebited by Anderi Ghilzeis. 

(4) Akhuild Khel 
(5) Kala-i-Murohi J 
(6) Saiyid Musa. . . Inhabited by Saiyids. 
(7) Ka,la-i-Durani . . Inhabited by Duranis. 

They were all deserted in April 1880. Supplies were 
brougl~t in by Hazaras. 

Calrzping grou72d.-For clivisioil on an ol)eil ~ a n d y  plain 
L - L L ) C ) I I ~  1; miles ill length between 2 karezes. 

Water.-For the above force from these hrezes .  
E'uel.-\3Tood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.- BImsa and unground grain to a very ooneider- 
~Supplies.- ) able exteilt would ilormally be procurable 

horn the Mashaki villages. 

10 JAMRUD .. 9 IU. Metalled motor road, 
--- 24'- 

126m. Gf .  

Road continues S.W. I t  lies across a valley which is much 
cultivated and there are many forts and villages soattered 
on every ~ide.. The Jaguri Hazarev oacupy e large tract of 
country to the W. of the range of mountains which run parallel 
to the route as far rqs Mukur. N. of this tribe the Muhammad 
Khwaja end Chah~rdasta tribes of Hazarae commenoe. They 
also pwem a tract of country, bordering on the plain to  the 



E. of the range, already alluded to, which is called Karabagh, 
of which Jamrud, Kala-i-Marwardar ( I  mile froin camp), ancl 
Clmhardeh Bebud (2 miles fro111 clmp) belonging -to the 
Chahardasta section, are t l ~ e  principal villages in its southern 
portion. These villages are fortified, being built close besidc 
those of the Afghans, who are here mainly of the Andari 
aection of Ghilzais. Most of these villages, both Afghan and 
Hazara, were in ruins in April 1880, owing to  thc feucl 
between them. Each tribe had devastated the property of 
the other. There is also a good road from Karabagh. 

At 9 miles the halting place known as Janrucl, near mliicll 
are several Hazara hamlets, strongly fortified owing to tlie 
proximity of the Andari Ghilzai villages. 

Camping ground.-For a division on the cultivatecl pla.in. 
Water.-For the above force from karezes hT. and S. of 

camp. 
F~i~l.-\S~oc,d scarce, scrub abunil~;n1. 

Fodder.- 7 Nothing appreciable in the irnmc~list~o vicinity. 
Xupp1ies.- ) 

11 OBA MARE Z . . 12 m. I'Ietallecl motor road, 
--- (6,986'). 24'. 
138 m. G f .  

General ~lircct~ion S.W. Country fcrtilc nnci highly clllLi\-;~tctl 
\\.llicli woultl restrict the inovcincnts of wheeled xrt,illc~.y 
cspccially AS the country is intcrsectcd by scvcr:d t l i i t i ( :~i l~.  
)zulas and ravines. 12 inilcs O h  ; ~ ~ i l l i i g ~  ina~~l~eci  I)y : I ,  

large tree, near whicll a, stream of  clear water runs out fro111 ;I 
knrcz. Tllc \-illages ncar Oba Tiarez are- 

Piari Icllel and Razali, 1i. miles to tlle S. E. 
Laram, 3 niiles to  the S. 
Sekacha, 3 miles to  the S.W. 

Inhabitants Andari Ghilzais. 
Cramping yrolc.nd,-- For s divisioli oil ;t11 open waste plain. 
IYaier.-For the above force fro111 i~he l;n~'c,-, ~nentioned. 

wit11 an  additional water-supply from ;I kkrcr 1;. miles S. of 
Oba Karez. 

Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundau t. 



Fodder.-A coiuiderable amount of bhusa could be colleoted 
from the surrounding willages ; camel grazing excellent except 
in winter. 

~S,'u.pplies.-.~ large amount of unground wheat and barley pro- 
curable, also slreep in  large numbers. I n  April 1880 supplies 
were found with dificulty owing to the country being deserted. 

12 KALA S.ARKARI 14 . Metalled motor road, 
---- (M UKUR DISTRICT). 24'. 

152m. 6 f .  (6,550') 
General direction S .  Country W. of the road ia open 

and passable by all arms ; E. of the road there are a greet 
many rillagrs, protlecttrcl by mud forts and surrounded by 
much cultivatioil. The T ~ r n a k  river whose source is to  be 
found ileal- Obu liarez liows parallel to  tlllt: road for the Grst. 
l~alf  o f  1Iw ]narc11 :~l)out :I miles to the E. ; then gradually i t ,  
I~encls t.o tlie sout~l~warcl imd is about 7 miles distant a l  &%la 
Sarlcari ; it's course is marked by a line of willow trees. At  
6 miles pass a lnound visible for a considerable distance, and 
a t  139 miles reach a number of springs wliicll form a tributary 
stream of the Tarnak. 

( 'a trying ground.-For a division on a small plain E. of the 
r03( 1. 

Ilrater.-For the above force from an excellellt spring 
inilc W. of the main road ; animals would he watered a t  tlic 
innl~y water channels. 

Ptrel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
klodder.-In March and April khasil daily for the horses of 

one cavsiry regiment a t  least ; bilusa to a considerable extent, 
1)robahly a t  least 2,000 maunds could be collected from thc 
1.i llages in the vicinity ; good camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-Sonie 2,000 to 3,000 maunds unground grain 
sliould norn1a.lly be procnrablc fro111 the surrounding villages. 
Cattle, sheep and goats are said t.o be kept in large numbers, but 
the Mukur villnges in 1880 mere all deserted and only such 
sapldies and li\.t. stock were obtained as were found by forag- 
i t i .  Near the cnnlp is a bllrial ground reputed to be 
n I~nunt, of thieves. 

.4t Knla Sarliari, Route 8, the main through kafilu route 
fro111 Xlrob, joins this rout#e coming in from the 8. 



ROUTE No. 15-cuntd. 

13 GHOJAN or AGHAO. l lm .  4f. Metalled motor 
--- JAN road, 24'. 

164m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. Country generally open and passable 

by all arms, though in the latter half of the stage several 
deep nalas and rarines are crossed. 

Ghojan is the name of a district, watered by a karez, 
with several ramifying branches. On this karez are a group 
of villages, situated to the N.W. about 2 miles distant. The 
two to the S. are called Aghao Jan, two in the centre Zabit 
and the northerly one Shinkai. They are villages of consider- 
able size and the district is fairly fertile. From Shinkai the 
Otla pass is said to be easy, and leads to Rasnna, whence to 
the country of the Jaguri Hazaras. In  Aghao Jan district 
the inhabitants are Taraki Ghilzais. 

Camping ground.-For a division on an open plain ; wesL- 
ern boundary marked by a hill & mile W. of the road. 

Water.-For a division from a knrex. 
Pzcel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds b7usa procurable from 

the villages referred to ; good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain nor- 

mally available. 

14 CHASM A-I-PANJAK. llnz. Metalled motor road, - - 24'. 
175m. 2f. 

General direction S.W. The road passes over an open but 
poorly cultivated plain ; here and there i t  crosses nnlas, which 
require more or less preparation. On the W. the llills between 
the Tarnak and Arghendab valleys, which are 5 miles from 
the camping ground r7t' (>hojan, are for the sreater lmrt oE 
the march 4 or 5 rrli~cs from the road. At about 3 miles cross 
a wet nala and watercourse ; Llle water call l)c. tliverted, anti 
brushwoocl bott'olning might be at:\ i~~ntageoualy Iiticl for gulls. 
A t  73 mileg pass an old mud fort, said lo lmve Iwen built) 
durinmg the former British occupation and caller1 1,y t'lrr natives 
Chaoni Faringhi. About here is the bouildary bct,ween tllc 
Tokhi and Taraki Ghilzais. At 9 miles cross knree whicli 
it is believed is nop bridged for motor traffic. Tlze villages 



R o m  No. 15-mki. 

near camp are Kalcl-i-Adam Khan, Babekarzai, Suza and 
Mulla Kaisar.  inhabitant,^, Tokhi GChilzais. 

Camping ground.-For a division to the W. of the road, 
with an alternative site N. of the nula. 

Water.--For the above force from knrezes. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-A few huiidred maunds bhusa ilormally available ; 

good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.---I few hundred maunds unground grain ordiiiarly 

procurable. 

15 SHAHJUI . . 8 rn. Metalled motor road, 
(6,247') 24'. 

183m. 2f. 
Hoad contiilues S.W. The Tarnek ri el1 now gradually 

approaches the road and for tlhe latter half of the stage 
the river flows parallel to the road about 1 mile distant. 

Country generally open and passable by all arms. 
The villages near Sllahjui are (1) Sttigai, about 1+ milea 

S. of camp ; (2) three villages of Musazai, on the left bank 
of the Tarnask, about 3 miles from Shahjui ; (3) Kala-i-Dinak, 
2 miles E. of Shahjui ; (4) two villages, Sangar and Kala 
Khel, about 3 miles W. of camp. The villages of Ulan 
Robat to the N.W. might also be requisitioned, but the near- 
est is quite 7 miles distant. I n  the Ulan Robant group are 
some 20 villages ; country very rich. 

Camping ground.-For a division ; sites on 110th sidea of the 
road. 

Water.--For a divisio~i from kareses ; animals if  necessary 
coultl be watered at  the Tarnak river about Q ~nile E. o f  calul). 

Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Probably from 1,000 to 2,000 maunds bhusa could 

be collected from the villages mentioned ; fair camel grazing. 

Supplies.-About 1,000 to 2,000 maunds ungrooiid wheat 
axid barley could be collected from the villages mentioned. 
On the 26th October 1879 a, sharp engagement took place near 
Shahjui when s colulnn under Brigadier-General R. ,J. Hughes 
defeated a large body of Ghilzais with considerable lose. 



ROUTE No. l k n t d .  

16 TAZl . . 12 m. hIetletalled motor road, 
(5,849') 24'. 

192m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. The country for the first 5 miles is 

open and passable by all arms. At 5 miles the Tokhi villages 
of Nfir Kot  on the IY. of the road and Gaga.ri $ mile E. of 
the road. Here the Tarnak river, coming in from the N.E., 
R ~ ~ I O S ~  meets the road, which follows its right Lank henct:- 
for~vard to  within a few miles of Kandahar. At 5+ miles 
ranee of hills is met, which flanks the road on tlie E. and 

D. continues to  the end of the stage. The country on the w. 
of the road for the latter half of the stage is much intersected 
by nalas and ravines and would be very difficult for wheeled 
artillery. At 12 miles the halting place known :ils Tazi riear 
the Tokhi Ghilzai village of the same name. 

The villages on thc left bank of the Tarnak, olose ;it Ilallri. 
whence supplies are procurable, are Tazi, Lala Shahid, Tokht 
(:;,I, Gojai, Gundai, and Malegh, all inhabited by Tokhis. 
The Tokhi Patozai section also possess villages on the left banlc, 
1 1 ~ 1  t they are distant some 7 or 8 miles. Principal among theln 
are -Abdulla, Khwaja Khel, MuUa Didan, Ukkas and Spin Tigs. 
1'0 the N. of camp on right bank are two villages ( 3  miles off), 
.-\sllogai and Abdul Habib, rich in supplies. 

C'umpjng ground.-For a division W. of the road. 
1Yater.-For the above force and more from the Tarnak 

river 2 mile E. of camp. 
E1uel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to  a considerable extent could be collectcti 

from the Tokhi Ghilzai villages mentioned ; good camel grazing. 
, S~pp l i e s . - -~ i  large amount of unground grain conltl 1 ) ~  

collected in the vicinity. The Tokhi Glzilzair; did not readily\. 
I )  oduce supplies here in 1879-80, but subsequently I'ol.aging 
parties procured ample supplies on paymenl;. 

17 NAORAK . . 7 m. i\Ietalled motor road, 
- 24'. 

202m. 2f. 
General direction S. W. The road follows the right bank of 

thc 'ritrnal; closely tliro~glloui~. Cc)untry E. of the road is 
hilly, on the \V. i t  is ~ n u c h  intersected by nulas and mvi~les, 



A t  44 miles Amadin (50 houses) and a t  5 miles Olrtli (70 liousea) 
both Tokhi Ghilzai villages on the right bank of the river. 

At 7 miles the halting place known as Naorak. 
There are small patches of cultivation here, but no village. 

In  an S.E. direction, distant about 3 miles, is a hamlet called 
Blusn Khel ; but the country generally is uninhabited and 
unproductive. At about 6 miles S. of Naorak there is 
a village named B~ibakarzai, on the left bank of the Tarnak, 
\t.ith cultivation, and also a narrow -,-alley called Dor<l,i, wliicll 
contains two or three small villages, 2 and 3% miles from 
T3ubakarzai. Another group of villages, from 6 to 10 i d e s  
distant, is called Kurram, situated in a undulating plain to  the 
N. E., from which supplies can also be procured, on whicll 
account i t  might be found more convenient to halt on the 
right bank opposite Bubakarzai, making a march of 13 miles 
from Tazi. 

Camping grou;.zd.--For' a division, but the site is a bad one, 
I~cing too confined between the river to the E. and the brolten 
(rrouncl to the W. ; the force would have to be divided h 

into several encampments on both sides of the river. 
Water.-For the above force and more from the Tar~lak. 
l~l~~el.-Sout~l~eri~ wood abundant. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
,Supplies.-N il. 

18 SAR-I-ASP .. 1 2 ~ .  Metalled motor 
--- road, 24'. 
21 4111. 2f. 

( iencral direction S. W. For tllc first half of hllc stage illc 
roar1 lies between 2 parallel ranges of hills, the iiitervening 
valley being o111y a few hundred yards wide. During the 
second half of the stage the hills W. of the road disappear and 
in their place is a bare, open plain. At 12 miles the encamp- 
ing ground of Sar-i-Asp W. of the road. 

C(~,nping grounc1.-Por a division. 
I17ater.--For the above force and ruorc, from the '1'a1.nnl, 

river. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, acru b abundant. 
IJc?dder.-Good camel grazing. 
S 1cpp1ies.-No thing appreciable. 



R o m  No. 1-d. 

19 KALAT-I-GHILZ A1 9 LU. Metalled luotor road, 
-- (6,643') 24'. 

223 m. 2f. 
General direction. S.W. Country I$. of the road generally is 

broken and hilly, to the W. is a bare, open plain. A t  9 miles 
TCczlat-i-Chilzai. 

I<ALsT-~-G ILILZIII. Popuhtion 16,000. Garrison (1912) 1 
squadron cavalry, 3 battalions infantry and 3 batteries. 

In  1880 the fort was described as being a work of irregular 
situated on a hill 100' above the surrounding plain. 

It is roughly in the form of an oblong, the I\'. and 8. sides of 
which are about 300x in length, and the E. and W. about 
150X. The main gateway is onthe S. side ; the approaches 
to it are steep and fairly well flanked by a wall facing N.E. 
The rampart is surrounded by a loop-holed wall about 6 feet 
in height, and about 2 feet thick ; loop-holes are feulty and 
ill constructed, admitting of shelter being obtained under the 
wall ; both mall and rampart are much out of repair. It woulcl 
be necessary to breach the walls before attempting an assault. 
The weak point is on the N. side, where there is an unused gate- 
way ; here the wall is very thin, and the approaches to it not 
so steep as on the other side. There is a commanding hill 600x 
N.W., whilst to the W. lies high grouiicl, 011 which baC- 
teries could be erected to enfilade completely the N. and S. 
faces. The fort was not considered in 1882 as fit to stand 
against troops armed with rifled guns and modern rifles. In 
the interior there are some buildings which mould servc as 
shelter for troops and as hospitals and supply store-houses. 
l u  the centre, on an artificial earthen mound, is a citadel, or 
keep, 80' above the main fort ; i t  would be impossible to  
scale this ; but, in the event of the fort falling, it coulc2 not 
hold out from want of water, which is obtained from a spring 
a t  the foot of the mound in which the keep is built. It has, 
however, a good corrlrnand over the surrolulding country. The 
spring is apparently perennial. 

It mas reported in 1903 that alterations in the fort mere in 
progress. 

The country round Kalat-i-Ghilzai is capable of support - 
ing a, smell garrison in the fort permenently. The Hotak 



district from 10 to 20 miles to  the E. and Mizrcn dis- 
trict (Duranis) in the Arghandab valley to  the W. can furnish 
a large amount of supplies. The people in the immediate 
neighbourhood of Kalat-i-Ghilzai are Hotak and Tokhi Ghilzais. 

Route 9, a main through route from the Zhob joins this 
route here. 

Route 15-D, t'he alternative route hetween this stage and 
Kandahar, vid the Arghandab valley, leads away to  the W. 
from Kalat -i-Ghilzai. 

Camping ground.--For a division at least. 
TYater.-For that  force from the Tarnak river. 
Fuel.-Wood procurable to a certain extent within a radius 

of 5 miles, also a certain amount of scrub. 
Bhu.sa, unground wheat and barley and prob- 

Sz~pp1ies.- ably gram, sufficient for the requirements of . Fodder-- 1 
a division for about a fortnight could be collecbed in the 
vicinity. There is also good camel grazing. 

20 PUL-I-SANG . . 8 in. Metalled motor road, 
---- (5,007') 2 4'. 
231m. 2f. General direction 

S.W. Country open throughout. At 5 miles the Hotak 
Ghilzai village of Sefu Kala 3 mile E. of the road. At 8 mile. 
the halting place of Pul-i-Sang on the boundarf betweer. the 
Ghilzai and Durani country. 

Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-For the above force and more, from the Tarnak 

river. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Fair camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

21 JALDAK . . 9 m. Metalled motor road ---- (4,890'). 24'. 
240m. 2f. 

General direction S.W. Country generally open and the 
march easy,, a few spurs of hills (which offer no difficulty) 
being crossed a t  intervals. At 9 miles the Durani village of 
Jaldak where there is a Government granary, in which 8,500 
maunds of grain are supposed to be stored. 



Camping ground.-For a division ; site poor and several 
detached camps would have to be made. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the Tarnak. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant, 
Fodder.--I<hasil for the horses of a cavalry brigade daily, 

during March and April; lucerne grass obtainable ; hhusa 
to a considerable extent, good camel grazing except in 
winter. 

Supplies.-A large quantity of grain is usually stored in the 
granary ; abundant supplies of all lcinds were procurable here 
in 1879-80. 

22 TIRANDAZ . . 14 m. lS4etalled motor road, 
- 

254m. 2f. 
General direction S.\ilr. I n  1880 this sectioil oi the road to 

Tirandaz was described as follows. 
" A mile from camp the river makes a bend, cutting into 

the hillsides, and a track must be prepared for heavy guns. For 
the first 3 miles the road is fairly good. Thence there are two 
roads to Tirandaz ; one, the regular and direct road runs round a 
hill close to the river bank, and has a considerable ascent with 
somewhat difficult turn ; though good enough for camels it would 
not be considered safe for guns. The other crosses a hill to the 
W. of the Jalaogir pass ; it is a longer round but presents no 
difficulties. The march is a trying one, and in some places 
irrigation channels caused delay to  camels." 

It is now (1912) known that one of these 2 roads is a motor 
road. 

Cumping ground.-For a division on an open plain E. of the 
road. 

Water.-For the above force and more, from the Tarnak 
river. 

PueL-Jhau jungle, suitable for fuel, procurable in the river 
bed, 

Fodder.--Bl~usa to an appreciable extent procurable ; good 
camel grazing except in winter. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to a conaidera ble 
extent procurable, 



23 SHAHR-I-SAFA . . 12 m. Metalled motor road, 
(4,220'). 24'. 

266 m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. At 15 miles cross a nala with high 

banks, and at 2 miles pass a minaret. At about 8 miles the 
villages of Shahbaz Khan and Bakhtiar, whose irrigation 
channels overflowed in April 1880, and the road was swamped. 
A long detour had t o  be made to  the E. The remainder of the 
march is good. There is no :-illo,ge a t  Shahr-i-Safa, but on the 
right of an artificial mound some 400X in front of the river, is 
situated the encamping ground on a fine open plain. 

There is not much cultivated land in the vicinity of Shahr-i- 
Safa. 

Camping groz~nd.--For a division a t  least on the plain referred 
to. 

Water.-For the above force and more from the Tarnctk river. 
Fuel.-Tamarisk bushes on the river side afford a little 

fuel. 
Fotider.--Good camel grazing except in winter. 
Supplies.--Nothing appreciable in the viciqity, 

24 KHEL-I-AKHUND 12 m. Metalled motor road. 
- 24'. 

278m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. For the first five miles the road 

passes across an open, undulating plain, then for the rest of the 
stage there is a constant succession of ascents and descents ; a t  
the 7th mile a defile is reached, called the Poti pass between 
two low hills. The road passes over the face of a hill which 
falls precipitously towards the bed of the Tarnak.* The descent 
is steep and narrow. 

Camping ground.-For a division. 
Water.-From the Tarnak for the above force. 
Fuel.-Tamarisk bushes on the river side afford a little fuel ; 

scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Rhusu to a considerable extent procurable ; 

good camel grazing a t  all seasons of the year, 
.- . - - - - - - . - - - - -- - - -. . -- - - - -- < 

* Presumably this has been inlproved for motor traffic. 



I Supplies.-A considerable quantity of ata, unground wheat 
and barley procurable. 

25 ROBAT . . 12 ma Metalled motor road, 
(3,622'). 24'. 

290m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. Country consists of undulating plains 

on which a fern low hills are occasionally dotted ; easy for the 
passage of all arms. At 12 miles the Durani village of Robat. 

Camping groztnd.-There are 2 sites for camps ; the site on 
the W. of the road being considerably larger than that on the 
E,; sufficient room for a division. 

Water.-For a division and more from the Tarnak river. 
Fuel.-Wood scarce, scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Khasil for the horses of a cavalry brigade daily 

during March and April ; bhusn procurable t o  a considerable 
extent ; good camel grazing except in minter. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat and barley to a considerable 
extent can be collected. 

Communication by heliograph, can be maintained direct 
with Kandahar citadel wid Mohmand. 

26 MOHMAND .. 8 m. Metalled motor road, 
24'. 

298m. 2f. 
General direction S.W. Road leads over a daman which 

however is much intersected by wat>er-cuts. At 8 miles group 
of villages known a Mohmand. 

Camping ground.-ror a division on an excellent site N.W, of 
the village. 

Water.--B'or the above force from the Tarnak. 
Fuel.-Procurable from tamarisk bushes. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to an appreciable extent procurable ; camel 

grazing fair, nil in winter. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

27 KANDAHAR . . 12 rn. Jletalled motor road, 
24'. 

310 m, 2f. 



General direction nearly due W. Road traverses an exten- 
sive plain, excellent going for all arms. At about 10 miles the 
suburbs of Kandahar are reached. At 12 miles Kandehar. 

Camping ground.- 7 
Water.- I 
Fuel.- I > Vide Route 12, stage 6. 
Fodder.- I 
Supplies.- 1 

I 
and for description of Kandahar J 

ROUTE NO. 15-A. 

GHAZNI TO KANDAHAR. 
Vi6 sang-i-Nlasha and Maidan. 

224 miles. 19 stages. 

Authority .-Native information. 

Epitome. 
General description.-An alternative route between Ghazni 

and Kaadahar, though very little is known about the route 
than that it exists. The section Ghazni to Sang-i-Masha (stage 
5) was used by Abdur Rahman in his descent upon Ghazni. 
From Sang-i-Masha to Maidan (stage 10) the route is supposed 
to follow the Argliandab valley ; a t  Soznai, stage 17, it joins 
Route 15-D, the Arghandab valley route to Kandahar, which 
i t  follows for the last two stages. 

Road.-Believed to be a camel road throughout. 
The only known obstacle inet with is the Arghandab river 

which is forded at Soznai ; the river is sometimes unfordable 
here, for a fortnight a t  a time, after heavy rain in the winter and 
spring. In September and October 1880 the river ran in two 
streams at Xoznai, cach about 3' deep and 40x wide ; the 
river bed here is about $ mile across. 

Campa'lzg grounti. - 
Water.- i No information, except for the last 
Fuel.- stages for details of which vide 
Fodder.- / Route 15-D. 
Supplies.- 4 



1 
12 m. I 
~ e n e r a l  direction S.W. Leaving Ghazni the road leads 

down an open valley, whose stream crosses the Kabul- 
Kandahar road 12 miles S. of Ghazni, and then joins the 
Ghazni river. At about 12 miles Kakaralz in the FVaghar 
district, standing on the banks of a stream of the same name. 
There are several Musa Khel Ghilzni villages in the vicinity. 

Camping grouncl.- 
Water.- 
F?~el.- No details. 
Fodder.- 
Szcpp1ies.- 

of stage 
and 

total dis- 

2 GULISTAN . . 12 m. Camel road. 

DETAILS. 

24 rn. 
Road continues S. W. At  about 5 miles i t  passes 

several Jaghuri Hazara villages. A t  12 miles tlzere is a halt- 
ing place near the village of Gulistan, whence a camel track 
leads due S. to the Kabul-Kandahar road (Route 15) about 
8 miles distant, which i t  joins a little N. of Jamrud, stage 10 

tance. - 

- -- 

1 1 KAKARAK .. ;12 m. Camel road. 
I 

of that route. 
Camping ground,- . 

Water.- 
Fuel.- i No details, 
Fodder.- 
Supplies. - 

3 CAMP . . 14 m. Camel road. 

38 m. 
Road continues S. IV. At  about 10 miles the roa d 

crosses s low Icota2 ; no difficulty. Another valley is no w 
entered whose waters also flow across the Kandahar road. 
At about 11 miles the Hazsra village of Baroda. A t  about 14 
miles camp. 



Camping ground.- - 
jJa ter .-- 
Fvr el.- No informa tioll. 
Fodder.- 
Szbpplies.- 

4 CAMP . . 12 m. Camel road. - 
50 m. 
Road now leads neacly due W., nothing is knoivn about 

this stage. 
Canzping groum7.- 
Water.-- 
Fz~e1.- 
Fodder.- 
Supplies,- 

5 SANG-I-MASMA . . 12 111. Camel road. 

62 m. 
General direction \ T T .  The road runs over a level plain, 

gradually descending into the Sang-i-Masha valley in the 
latter half of the stage. 

Camping ground.- 
1Vcrter.- 
Fuel.- i No information. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.-- 

6 , 7 , 8 , 9  MAID A N  . . About 68 m. Camel road. 
and 10. 

130 m. 
The information about these five stages, as about 311 

other routes through the Haza'rajat is vague ; i t  is 
believed that a camel road exists down the Arghandab valley, 
whose general direction is S.MT. The distance between Sang-i - 
Masha and Maidan, following the course of the Arghandab 
stream by t'he map, is 68 111iles and this has been divided into 5 
stages. Maidan stands a t  the junction of the Chila Khor and 
Arghandab rivers and is about 30 miles N.W. of Kam2at-i- 
Ghilzoi, along a camel track which connecta the two places, 



Camping ground.- No information, but there would cer- 
Water.-- tainly be sufficient ~vat~er for one 
Fuel.- infantry brigade wit11 proportioil 
E'odder .- of dlvisiolial troops tthroughou t 
Rzbpplies.- these 5 stages from the Arghandab 

river 

. . 80 m. Caniel road. 
15,16 and 17. 
- 

y 2 y  13, 14, SOZNAI 

210 m. 
There is practically no information about this section excepl 

that  a camel track exists ; its probable course by the map is about 
80 miles and these have been divided into 7 stages. At Soznai, 
Route 15-D, running from Kalat-i-Ghilzai to Kandahar viri 
the Arghandab valley is joined. 

Camping groz~nd.- -\ 

Water.- i For intermediate stages 110 in- 
Fuel.- formation. 
Fodder.- For Soznai, vide Route 15-D, stage 8, 
Supplies.- 
18 SMAKCHALA.. 9 m. Camel road. 

- -- (OR SHEKH 
219 m. CHALA) 

This stage is identical with stage 9, Route 15 D. 
19 KANDAHAR . . 5 m. Camel road. 

224 m. 
This stage is identical with stago 10, Route 15-D. 

ROUTE NO. 15-B. 
KALA SARKARI (MUKUR DISTRICT) TO SANG-I- 

MASHA (EASTERN H ZARAJATj. 
35 miles. 3 stages. 

Authority.-Native information. 
Epitome. 

General description,-A connecting route between the Kabul- 
Kandahar road, (Route 15) and Route 15-A, the alternative 



ROUTE No. 15-B--c&ntd. 

route between Ghazni and Kandaha,r. The information about 
this route, as about all other routes in the Hazarajat is vague. 

Road.-Camel road, passable for wheeled a.rtillery through- 
out. No obstacles are known to exist. Route open throughout 
the year, 

Camping ground.-- 
Water. - 
Fuel.- 1 No information. 
Fodder.- 
Supp1im.- 

1 i KALA-I-MULLA: 12 m. Camel road pass- 
-- I able for wheeled 

12 ru. j artillery. 
Leaving Kala Sarkari the road leads S.W. across a wide open 

plain, which is said to resemble that of R2awa,l Pindi. At about 
6 miles the road bends gradually N.W. and heads direct for 
Kala- i-Mulla, rea,ched at  12 miles, where there is a strong fort, 

- 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- No information. 
.Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

No. 
of stage 

and 
total dis- 

tance. 

2 KALA HAJI . 10 m. Camel road passable 
by wheeled artillery. 

22 m. General direction due 
N. Leaving Bsla-i-Mulla the road almost immediately lea& 
over the Rasana pass and thereafter ascends on to higher 
ground. At 10 miles Kala Haji. 

r 

DETAILS. 

Canzping ground.- 
Water.-- 
-Fuel.- No information, 
Fodder.-- 
suppiiee.- 



ROUTE No. 1 5 - B - c m l d .  

3 SANG-I-MASHA . . 13 m. Camel road, paas- 
able for wheeled artil- 

36 m. lery. 
Road continues due N. ; a low Eotal is reached a t  4 miles, 

whence there is an easy gradual descent to the Sangi-i-Mashs 
valley. At 13 miles Sang-i-Masha. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- 1 No information. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- J 

ROUTE NO. 15-C. 
ROBAT TO KALA SARKARI (MUKUR 

DISTRICT). 
153 miles. 14 stayes. 

Authority.-2nd Afghan war records, 1880. 
Epitome. 

@&era1 description.-This route is a,n alternative to stages I:! 
to 26 of Route 15, the main Kabul-Kandahar road ; the routes 
run roilghly parallel to one another, being never more than I 0  
miles apart. 

Road- Camel road throughout and with n little labour 
could easily be made passable for wheeled artillery. The fol- 
lowing obstacles, which are 17ery slight, are met with :- 

( i )  The Khushk Rud river forded in the 4th stage ; river 
always fordable, no difficulty. 

(ii) The Tarnak river forded in the penultimat'e stage ; 
as above. 

Route open throughout the year. 
Camping grounds.-For a division a t  stages 3, 11 and 13, end 

for a t  least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional 
troops a t  all other intermediate stages. 

Water.--Sufficient for a division at stages 3 and 4, and froni 
stage 11 onwards when the Tarnak valley is entered ; for at  
least 1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional t roop  a t  
the remaining in tcrmecliate stages. 



- 
Fuel.--Soarce from stages 1 to 8 ; from s@ge 9 onwards fire 

wood is soarce, but scrub is plentiful. 
Fodder.-Khaail a t  stages 2 and 3 for the horses of a cavalry 

brigade, from stage 12 onwards for the horses of a cavalry 
regiment, perhaps more, between the 15th March and the 
15th May ; lucerne a t  stage 12 ; bhusa in varying quantities at 
practically every stage, the amount procurable being consider- 
able in the Tarila k valley ; fair t o  good camel grazing through- 
out except a t  stages 1 and 2 where there is none. 

Supplies.-Tinground wheat and ba8rley in varying quanti- 
ties at  practically every intermediate stage, the amount pro- 
curable being considerable in the Tarnak valley. Large flocks 
of sheep available in spring and summer a t  stages 9 and 12, and 
probably a t  ot'her stages in t'hat vicinity. 

- 
No. 1 

1 MARSINZAI .=. 4 m, 6 f. Camel road prac - 
ticable for wheeled 

4 m, G f.  artillery. 

of stage 
and 

t.ot,al dis- 
t ance . 
. 

At Robat the road branches off from the main Kabul- 
Ksndahar road (Route 15) and leads due E. through irrigated 
fields ; mbny irrigation channels are crossed in this march, 
some of them knee deep and consequently difficult for camels. 
A t  4% miles Marsinzai (50 houses). 

Camping ground.-For at least 2 infantry brigades with 
proportion of divisional troops on a fine, open plain W. of the 
village. 

Wafer.-For the above force and more from several water 

, DETAILE. 

~ - 

channels. 
Fuel.-Limited supply of a small shrub from the daman 

within 1 mile of camp, wood very scarce. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusa from the neighbour- 

hood ; no camel grazing. 
Supplies.--A few hundred maunds unground grain normally 

; wild hyaoiaths known as pahari piaz are used as 
vegetables in great quantities, 



2 M I R A L A M  .. 15 m. Camel road yractic- 
- able for wheeled 
19 m, 6f .  artillery with a lit- 

tle labour. 

General direction due E. Road for first 2 miles fairly good, 
over low, undulating 1 ills ; then very broken and rocky ground, 
i t h  track winding through nalas with gradual ascent as far as 
Tagak kotal, 14 miles. W. of the kotal is a sugar-loaf hill called 
Koh-i-Dud. Heliographic communication night  be establish- 
ed with Kandaha,~ from a hill easy of ascent E. of the kotal, 
whence the hills N.W. of Kandahar are distinctly visible. This 
stage can be made practicable for wheeled artillery by a corn- 
pany of sappers in six to eight hours, 

At 15 miles Mir Alam's village about 1& niilea from the 
karezes of the same name. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops on a site surrounded by low, brtrren hills and 
divided by a dry bed of a nala. 

Water.-For the above force, a t  least, from the &fir Alanl 
karezes, 1& miles distant ; water slightly brackish. 

Fuel.-Limited supply of small scrub as before. 
Fodder.-KhasiE for tlhe horses of R cavalry brigade daily 

during March and April ; a few hundred maunds bhzcsa from the 
Konchazai villages within a few miles ; no good camel graP)ing. 

Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground w h a t  and 
barley normally procurable. 

3 SARICHE . . 14 m. Camel road psss- 
C- able for wheeled 8.1:- 

33m. 6". tillery . 
Leaving Mir Alalu the road leads nearly due E. down bed of 

dry nala,. At about 2 miles cross low, barren plain, covered wit], 
southern wood, and intersected by nalas, with steep banks, 
trying for camels. At about 8 miles reach village of Pila 
Muhammad ; some 15 houses with a few fruit trees and willows ; 
also a fine karez which waters the village lands down stream. 
Thence over undulating country, intersected by deep ravines 
with steep but easy banks ; ascent gradual, and almost imper- 
ceptible, At 14 miles reach Sariohe on right bank of Khushk 



ROUTE No. 1 5 - C A A ~ ~ .  

Rud. Thermometer at  Sariche in beginning of April 1880 was 
some 16' lower than a t  Kandahar. 

Camping ground.-For a division on a fine open plateau on 
right bank of the Khushk Rud. 

Water.-For the above force and very good from the Khushk 
Rud and several kareze.~. 

F u  el.-Scarce. 
Podder.--Khasil in March and April, from the Konchazai 

afid Sundarzai groups of rillages, daily for the horses of a 
cavalry brigade ; about 500 mannds bhusa normally procurable 
from these villages ; good camel grazing, tJhe first since Kandshar. 

Supplies.-About 500 maunds unground wheat and barley 
riormally available in the villa,ges referred to. 

4' KALA MIR 9 m, 2 f. Camel road pas&- 
-- AFZAL. able for wheeled 

43 m. artillery. 
General direction N.E. Leaving Sariche road leads up the 

right bank of the Khushk Rud and is flanked on the W. by a, 

low range of rocky hills. At 5 miles the road leaves the stream 
temporarily, crosses a low range of barren hills and descends 
once more to the river a t  G miles. At this point the river is 
forded ; stream here in January 1880 was 20 to 30x broad, 
2' to 3' deep, banlrs almost flush with the stream ; river always 
fordable. The road now follows the left bank of the river ; dur- 
ing the latter part of bhe march numerous hamlets, surrounded 
by their own cultivation are passed. At 9& miles the Popalzai 
village of Kala Mir Afsal. 

Camping grou~zd.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops. 

Water.-For n division froin the Khushk Rudy 11~11ich is 14 
miles to the W., a branch nala passes close to camp, but the 
water is usually cut off from it, ad i L takes some 6 hours to get 
water to the camp by this nala ; there is also a knrex near 
camp suitable for wa.tering animals. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
P 0 d d e r . A  few hundred maunds bhlrsa from the surround- 

illg hamlets ; good ca'mel grazing. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground grain nor- 

mally procurable, 



ROUTE No. 15-C-uolntd. 

5 SALAM KALA . . S m, G f.' Camel road. - 
51 m, 6f .  
General direction N. E. On leaving camp the road 

descends on to  the banks of the Khushk Rud ; descent 
steep but feasible for laden camels; i t  then continues u p  
the bed of the stream, easy going. At  about 6 miles villages 
of Khan Gul Khel and Abdul Rahim are passed. These anre 
the last of the Popalzai villages. This is the boundary line 
between them and the Hotak t'ribe of Ghilzais. At 82- 
miles Salam Kala. There is a, direct road from here to  
Kandahar by Shahbaz Khel, over the range, into the Tarnak 
valley. It passes between two peaks, prominent landmarks 
in this range, one called Koh-i-Chugni, being sugar-loaf-shaped, 
bearing 258" from camp, and the other 268". 

Camping ground.-For at least 1 infantry briga4de wit,h 
lwoporton of divisional troops. 

Water.--For the above force only from the Khushk R,ud, 
which is now only a small stream. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusa can be collected with- 

i l l  2 or 3 miles ; good camel grazing. 
S1uppliet~.--A few hundred maunds unground grain llorzllnllv 

available. 

6 SHIRAM . -  12 m, 6 f. Camel road. 

R'oad still continues N.E. and ascends by an easy gradient. 
into a large open plain and is easy throughout. Pass villages 
of Khair-ud-din on right bank, and Shadi on left bank of 
the Khushk Rud a t  about 4 miles. At 6$ miles fort of Rah- 
man Khan (rectangular, with four bastions) is passed, and at  
7 miles the large village of Sultan containing upwards of 80 
houses. A little further on is the village of Gul Muhammad ; 
heredescend into the bed of the Khushk R,ud, pass t'he village 
of Aslam on left bank, and reach Shirah a t  123- miles. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops on a good site between Shirah and Muhammad 
Umar, 



Water.-For the above force from the river whose waters 
are brought to camp by 2 canals. 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-No camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable ; the inhabitants (Hotrt 1 I 

Ghilzais) make considerable difficulty in producing supplies. 
7 PUMBA .. 14 m, 4 fa  Camel road. - (6,100') 

79 ma 
General direction N.E. Road generally good. A steady 

ascent from camp. At about 3 miles a high tableland is 
reached. At 4 miles cross a nala, whose banks would 
require ramping for wheeled artillery (some 4 hours' work for 
a company of sappers). Cross tableland, which forms water- 
shed between the Tarnak and the Arghastan. A somewhat 
undulating plateau with a slight ascent. At ahout 10 miles 
reach elevation of 6,300', whence there is a gradual descent ; 
at  11 miles the Hotak Ghilzai villages of Mulahad, a few houses, 
with sonie fruit trees and cultivation. Pun~ba  is 10 miles from 
the fort of Kalat-i-Ghilzai, which is visible bearing W.N.FIT. and 
with which heliographic communication can be easily established. 

Camping ground-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops, on an indifferent site. 

Water.-For the above force from an open channel, and from 
several springs under the crest of a low range of hills to the E, 

Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-A little camel grazing in the valley to thc M-. 
Supplies.-Nothing appreciable. 

8 DIWALIK .. 8 111, 4 f. Caiuel road. 
---- (6,200'). 

87 m, 4 f, 
General direction N.E. Leaving Purnba the road slightly 

ascends on to a high tableland. At 1 mile a kotnl is 
reached from which a, grand panoramic view of the Hazara 
mountains is obtained. At 3 miles cross Route 9, the througll 
route from the Zhob valley to Kalat-i-Gllilzai, at Janat 
Khwarah, stage 8 of that route. At 5 miles pass ruined village 
of Zafar-ka-Kala with s spring of good water. At 89 miles the 
Hotali Ghilzai vi l l~ge of Diaalik, wit,h a strong fort. 



ROUTE No. 15-C---contd. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportion of 
divisional troops on undulating ground. 

Water.-fir the above force a,nd more from several good 
springs near camp. 

Fuel.-Very scarce. 
3odder.-G ood camel grazing near camp. 
Supplies.-Nil. 
Easy heliographic communication with the main Kabul- 

Kandahar road, Route 16, 8 miles distant wit.h which this 
r0ut.e now runs parallel. 

9 SURKOH 9 m. Camel road. 
* KANDAO 
96 m, 4 f, (6,340') 

Direction continues N.E. Leaving Diwalik, a gradual 
ascent is a t  once made, the road following the bank of 
a dry aalo ; a t  about 6 miles a high plateau is reached. 
which extends as far as a range of hills which runs parallel 
to the road about 2 miles to the E. Numerou; springs 
of water issue from the western slopes of this range with 
corresponding patches of cultivation and pasturage, on which 
large flocks of sheep are brought by pou~indahs to graze during 
the spring and summer ; wit11 the exception of these patches the 
country is barren and desolate. The country generally in this 
stage is similar to the last march, the road traversing high table- 
lands, practicable for all arms. At 9 miles the Tokhi Ghilzai 
village of Surkoh Kandao (100 houses) also known as Jahandad. 

Camping ground.-For about 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force at least, from several springs. 
Fuel.-Firewood scarce, but there is a considerable quantity 

of wild thyme, a passable substitute, within 1 or 2 miles of camp, 
Fodder.-Lxcellent camel grazing. 
Supplies.-Large flocks of sheep graze in the vicinity ordin- 

arily in the spring and summer. 

10 KHAKAH .. 14 m, 4 f. Camel road, 



ROUTE No. 15-C-cmtd. 

General direction N.E. Road generally good over high 
tablelands. At about 3 miles pass a steep-banked nala 
requiring little labour to ramp ; a t  about 7 miles the 
To khi villages of Saiyid, Loidin, and Firozi surrounded 
by some cultivation. These villages were foundempty in April 
1580, as the inhabitants had fled with their women and cattle 
to the hills. Thence the road runs parallel to, and about 3 miles 
distant from, the Surkh Koh range, over which there is a pass into 
Nawa, called Spir Sang, reported easy. At about 123 miles 
reach a lew vi!lages and a kotal ; from this kotal a view of the fort 
of Shahabuddinls obtained, ahont 28 miles distant to the E. 

Camping ground.--For about 1 &fantry brigade with pro- 
portion of dirisional troops on a confined and irregular site. 

Water.-For the above force from a canal. 
Fuel.-Scrub plentiful. 
Fodder.--In 1880 foraging parties found some b7L'zsa and 

grain which had bees buried by the inhabitants who had fled; 
good camel grazing. 

Supplies.--Nothing appreciablo 
From Khakah a camel road runs N.E, through the Taraki 

country over the Girdanai p:~ss to Kala Khan, stage 6 of Route 8, 
the through kafila route from the Zhob to the Kabul-Kandahar 
road. Kala Khan is situated near the S.W. corner of the Ab-i- 
Istada lake. 

11 KALA-I-DINAK .. 9 m. Camel road, 
-- 
120 m. 

General direction N.E. Leaving Khakah the road passes 
for the first 2 miles between two low ranges of hills, after 
which i t  passes into the valley of the Tarnak. Between the 
3rd and 4th miles pass the Tokhi Ghilzai village of Madali 
and Bargai. There is a high hill about 1 mile E. of Bargai called 
Sperawana, from the top of which the Ab-i-Istada lake is visible, 
some 25 miles to the eastward. During the latter half of the 
stage the Marana hills, a range of low, rocky hills, run parallel 
to bhe road about 1 mile distant to the E. At 9 miles Kala-i- 
Dinak, about 2 miles E. of Shahjui, stage 15 on the main 
Kabul-Kandahar road (Route 15). 

Camping ground.-For a division on a fine level plain between 
the road and the left bank of the Tarnrtk river, 



Water.-For the above force from t,he Tarnak river, from 
which several irrigation canals bring water close to camp. 

Fuel.-MTood scarce ; scrub abundant,. 
Fodder.-Between 1,000 and 2,000 maunds bhz~sa could be 

collected ordinarily from the Shahjui villages within 2 or 3 
miles of camp ; fair camel grazing. 

Supplies.-About 1,000 to 2,000 niaunds unground wheat and 
barley could be collected from the villages referred to. 

12 K A L A - I - J A F A R  . . 7 m. Camel road. 
--- 
127 m. 
General direction N.E. The road leads over an ope11 

plain with large belt>s of cultivation a t  intervals. At 2 miles 
pass ruins of an old fort and village, evidently of some im- 
portance formerly. During the last few miles numerous water 
channels are passed. At 7 lniles Kala-i-Jafarin the Hibar dis- 
trict, one of the last of the Tokhi villages. 

Camping grozind.--For a t  least 1 infantry brigade with pro- 
portion of divisional troops on undulating ground N.W. of the 
-rillage. 

Water.-For a division from the Tarnak river, about 1 milo 
W. of camp, but there are numerous water channels nearer. 

Fuel.-NTood scarce ; scrub abundant. 
Fodder.-Khasil daily in April and May for the horses of a t  

least 1 cavalry regiment ; lucerne to a considerable extent in 
spring ; a few hundred maunds of bhusa ordinarily procurable ; 
good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-A few hundred maunds of unground wheat and 
barley normally available ; large flocks of sheep in the vicinity 
during spring and summer. 

13 M A R T A Z A  .. 12 m. Camel road. 

139 m, 
General direction N. E. Road leads over undulating 

ground parallel to a range of hills, to the E. the country is open 
and easy. Cross several nalas ; little ramping required. 
At about 1 mile the road turns temporarily to the W. and 
crosses the Tarnak. I n  April 1880, there was only a moderate 



stream in the river, and the aqtual passage was very 
easy. The bed of the stream is firm throughout. The banks, 
however, are precipitous, and the road to the ordinary ford ex- 
tremely steep, so that easier gradients must be selected or the 
regular road ramped. Country on the right of the Tarnek fertile 
and well cultivated. All the villages are regular forts, rectangular 
in shape, wit11 loop-holed walls, 20' to 25' high and flanked by 
bastions a t  the corners. At 12 miles Martaza, which is reported 
to be a hot-bed of: fanaticism. Martaza is about half-way 
between the t ~ o  main Routes 8 and 15, being about 5 miles dis- 
tant from each. 

Camping ground.-Probably for a division on the open plain. 
Wa.ter.-For the above force from the Tarnak river and 

several Larezes. 
Fuel.-MTood scarce. 
Fodder.-B7~usa to some considerable extent normally pro- 

curable ; good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds ungrouad wheat and 

barley ordinarily available. 
14 KALA SARKARI 14 m. Camel roa& 

(MUKUR DISTRICT) 
153 m. (6,550') 
For the first 6 miles the road runs parallel to the right 

bank of the Tari~ak, distant about 1, mile to the E, 
through richly cultivated and most fertile country, direc- 
tion N.E. At 6 miles the road leaves the river and bends 
N.W ; it now leads through the Mukur district, situated on a 
fine tableland, which for extent and richness of soil would corn- 
pare favourably with any known district a t  this high altitude. 
 he road now passes an alnzost continuous succession of villages 
till Kala Sarkari on the niain Kabul-Kandahar road is reached 
at 14 miles. 

Camping ground.- 
Water.- 
Fuel.- Vide stage 12, Route 15. 
Fodder.- 
Supplies.- 

A t  Kala Sarkari, Route 8,  the thraugh kafila route from the Zbob 
valley joins in from the S 



ROUTE NO. 15-D. 
KALAT-I-GHILZAI TO KANDAHARl . 

Vi6 the Arghandab valley. 
102 miles. 10 stages. 

Authorit ye--Biscoe, 1879-80. 
Epitome. 

General description.-An alternative route to stages 19 to 
27, Route 15. It enters the Arghandab valley a t  stage 3, 
and follows it to within a few miles of Kandahar. 

Road.-Camel road throughout ; fit for wheeled a-rtillery 
as far as stage 4 ; difficult for camels in stage 5. 

The following obstacles are encountered :- 
(i) The Arghandab river which is forded in the 5th stage ; 

river here ordinarily 3' deep with a strong current ; 
during spates i t  is temporarily impassable at this point 
for 24 hours. 

(di) The Arghandab river which is again forded in the 9th 
stage ; river here is ordinarily 2' to 3' deep with a strong 
current, but i t  is known to be impassable for a fort- 
night a t  a time a t  this point during floods in spring. 

(iii) Several tributaries of the Arghandab, notably the 
Chinartu, Uian, and Almish rivers are forded along 
the route, but they present no difficulty. 

Except for the crossing of the Arghandab as nicntioned 
above, this route is open throughout the year. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proportioil of 
divisional troops a t  all intermediate stages except at  stage 4, 
where there is only sufficient camping space for 2 or 3 battalions. 

Water.-For a division a t  stages 3,4 ,8 ,  and 9, and for a t  least 
1 infantry brigade with proportion of divisional troops at  the 
remaining intermediate stages. 

Fuel.-Scarce throughout. 
Bodder.-Khsil for the horses of a cavalry brigade at stages 

3 and 9, and for a cavalry regiment a t  stage 8, daily between the 
1st March and the 15th May; lucerne grass in large quantities 
a t  stage 9 ; bhusa at  all intermediate stages in varying quanbi- 
ties ; good camel grazing throughout. 



flupplies.-Unground wheat and barley in varying quan- 
tities a t  all intermediate stages. The Dahla district, traversed 
between stages 4 and 8, is reported capable of supporting a force 
of 4,000 men for 2 or 3 months. Anywhere in the last two stages, 
in which the country is irri2a.ted by the main Patab canal, sup- 
plies for a division for one ~ ~ i e k  could easily be collected within 2 
or 3 days. 

No. 
of stage 

DETAILS. 
total dis- 
tance. 

- - . _. - 

1 1 KALA JUMA DIN . . 7 m. Camel road passable 

---I for wheeled artillery. 
9 m . '  , 

Leaving Iialat-i-Ghilzai tlie road leads due W., and ascsnds 
on to a range of downs ; at 3 miles i t  gradually veers N.W., a t  6 
and G miles two deep nalas are crossed, which would require 
ramping to be passable for wheeled artillery. 

At 7 miles Kala Juma Din. 
Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade w&h proportion 

of divisional troops N. of the road. 
Water.-For the above force from a stream. 
Fue2.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-A few hundred maunds bhusa procurable from 5 

i~djacent villages ; good ce~llel grazing. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds of unground wheat and 

barley from tlie villeges mentioned. 

2 TAKIR . . 8m. 4f. Caruel road passable 
. .--- for wheeled artillery. 
15m. 4f. 

General direction N.W. The road runs over 2 broad plains 
its far as the Gao Murda hill (7,974') passed at  5 miles, about 
half a mile S. of the road, when i t  descends gradually into 
the Talur valley. 

Camping ground.-For 1 infantry brigade with proporton of 
divisional troops on a high undulating plain. 

Water.-For the above force from the Takir stream whioh, 
liowever, is said to dry up in 1-ery dry seasons. 



.B'ueZ.-A fair supply of firewood procurable. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to a large extent from the numerous vil- 

lages in the vicinity ; excellent camel grazing ; in the minter 
powindahs bring a large number of camels to graze in this vici - 
nity. 

Supplies.-Unground wheat, barley, and jozcar to a largo 
extent from the villages mentioned; large flocks of sheep 
ordinarily obtainable ; allso about 400 to 500 bullocks. 

3 SEHLUM . . 1 2 1 ~ .  4f. Camel road palss~.l~lc 
(4,561'). for wheeled artillery. 

28 m. I 

I 
General drection W. Road passes over a steep, stony 

kotal, which can be partially avoided by a detour to the 
right of about 14 miles ; it then descends by a series of gentle 
undulations to Mukrak reached a t  7 miles, passes over a low 
hill, and again descends to Sehlum on left bank of Arghandab ; 
this march is difficult for artillery owing to its sharp ascents and 
descents, but is not impracticable ; another road to Sehlum 
runs parallel to and 8. of this through t,he Takhum valley, but 
i t is even more difficult for artillery, and is 15 miles long. At 
Sehlum there is a ford across the Arghandab ; the stream here 
has an average width of 30 x and is ordinarily 2' 6" deep. 

Camping ground.--For about 1 infantry brigade wit11 propor- 
tion of divisional troops on a site close to the river S. of the village ; 
this camp is very wet after rain ; alternative camp about the 
same size, but always dry, on the opposite side of the river. 

Water.-For a division froin the Arghandab. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to some considerable extent froin the sur- 

rounding villages ; khasil for the horses of cavalry brigado daily 
during March and April ; good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-In 1880 i t  was calculated that from the adjacent 
valleys of Takhum, Siahjui and Shaikhan, supplies of all sorts 
could be collected a t  Sehlum within a few l~ours, sufficient for 
3,000 men for one week ; bullock carriage plentiful here. 

4 ARGHASLJ .. 10m.4f. Camel road passablo 
- (4,440'). for wheeled artillery, 

38m, 4f. 



Leaving Sehlum the road leads due S., and temporariIy 
loaves the Arghandab river. At 1 and 3 miles the T a h r  
end Takhum rivers respectively are forded ; no difficulty. 
The road then passes over a low, easy kotal on to  a plain 
from 2 to 3 miles broad slid gradually chan :es its directi on to  
due IV. A t  7 miles the Arghasu stream is crossed, and the 
road now follows its left bank to Arghasu, a group of 5 
small villages, situated in a narrow gorge between high, over- 
hanging rocks, about 1 mile from the Arghandab. 

Camping ground.-Probably only for 2 or 3 battalions on s 
narrpw and confined site. 

Water.-For a division ; the troops would obtain their water 
from the Arghasu and animals would be IT atered a t  the Arghand- 
sh 1 mile distant. 

Fuel.-No details. 
Fodder.-Good camel grazing. 
Su,pplies.-Negligible. 
From Arghasu a road runs S. vici Rori to Kandahar ; i t  is 

considerably shorter than the Arghandab roixte, but is imprac- 
ticable for laden camels. 

Another route from Sehlum to Arghasu by the right bank 
crosses the river a t  Sel~lurn, and, passing over some low hills, 
enters and crosses the S h ~ ~ i k h a n  valley ; thence over a high, steep 
kotal into the Daroshak valley, whence i t  again rises up  an ex- 
tremely steep ascent, and passing along the side of a hill, meets 
the Argha,su-Tari road half mile beyond the ford ; i t  is a mere 
mountain track (impracticable for camels) along which cavalry 
might, if necessary, pass in single file. The distance is about 
i 1 miles. 

5 CHINARFU . . 15 m. Camel road. 
---- (4,366'), 
53m. 4f. 

Leaving Arghasu the road gradually descends to  the river 
bed of the Arghandab by a narrow, rocky path which needs some 
improvement to  be passable for laden camels ; i t  then crosses 
to tl-re right bank ; this ford is ordinarily 3' a t  the deepest 
part, with a stroiig current; a ramp had to be made to  enable 
camels to ascend the opposite bank ; thence road leaves the 
river, ascends a steep, rocky hill and again descends by a narrow, 
stony path to the river ; here a narrow rocky path betwene 



the  river and overhanging rocks, 3 furlongs long, leads to  Tari, 
reached a t  6 miles, where there is a camping ground ; this path 
is practicable for cavalry in single file, mules and ponies, bu t  
not for camels, which have to  cross the river again 1 mile 
further down ; both crossings fairly easy. 

Once the Argandab is crossed the road enters the Karwai 
sub-division of the celebrated Dahla district of the ICandahar 
division. It. was calculated in 1880 that  the Dahla district was 
capable of supporting a force of 4,000 men for 2 or 3 months, 
if broken up into detachments. 

The road has roughly run clue W. to  this point, but it now 
bends sharply northwards and leads up  the Karwai stream, 
a t  9 miles i t  turns S.W. from the stream, crosses the Sar-i-Ab 
plain and descends to  the Chinartu valley. At 15 miles a series 
of Ghilzai villages known jointly as Chinartu about 5 miles N. of 
the Arghanclab. 

Cantping ground.-For about 1 infantry brigade with propor- 
tion of divisional troops. 

Water.--For the above force from the Chinartu stream. 
Fuel-Scarce. 
Fodder.-Bhusa to  some extent from the Chinartu villages ; 

good camel grazing. 
Supplies.-A few hundred maunds unground wheat and barley 

ordinarily available. From Chinartu onwards to  Kandahar ; 
bullocks for carriages become scarce, and donkevs are obtained 
instead. 

6 BAGHTU . . 12m. 4f. Camel road. 
(4,423'). 

66 m, 
General direction S.W. The road leads over a series of 

low, barren hills and is stony and difficult. At  about 12 
miles the Baghtu river is forded ; no difficulty. A t  124 miles 
Baghtu (100 houses), inhabitants Popalzais and Alikozais. 

Camping ground.-For about 1 infantry brigade with propor- 
tion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from the Baghtu river. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.- 7 A few hundred maunds unground grain 

t Supplies.- J ancl an equivalent amount of bhusa 
normally procursble ; good camel grazing. 



ROUTE No. 1 5 - D d .  

7 ALMISH . 12 m. Camel r o d  

78 m. 
General direction S. W. The road now winds through 

eome comparatively high hills. At  7 miles the Uion river, 
a tributary of the Arghandab, is forded ; no difficulty. On 
the right bank is a camping ground for 2 or 3 battalions, 
near the villages of Muhammad Riza and Din hIuhammad from 
which a few supplies are procurable. -4t about 11 miles, the Al- 
mish river, another tributary of the Arghandab, is crossed. 
At 12 miles the camping ground known as Almish, near the 
Alizai village of Kara Mulla. 

Camping ground.-For about 1 infantry brigade with propor- 
tion of divisional troops. 

Water.-For the above force from the Almish atream. 
Fuel.-Scarc 
Fodder.- Bhusa and unground grain to a moderate ex- 
Supplies. - ) tent obtainable ; good camel grazing. 

8 SOZNAI . . 10 m. Camel road, 

88 m. 
General direction S.W. A11 excellent road throughout; 

country generally open with a few low hills. A t  9$ miles 
cross the Soznai nala, banks steep. At 10 miles the group of vil- 
lages known as Soznai, on the right bank of the Arghendab. 

Camping ground.--For 1 infantry brigade with ;,roportio:l of 
divisionnl troops. 

Water.-For a division f ro~u  the Arghandab. 
Fuel.-Scarce. 
Fodder.--Khasil for the horses of a t  least a cavalry regiment 

daily, between 15th Marcli and the 15th May ; about 200 t o  
300 maunds bhusa could normally be collected from the villages ; 
good camel grazing. 

Supplies.-Between 200 and 300 maunds 3  ground wheat 
and barley ordinarily procurable. 

Soznai i~ just outside the Dohla dietriot, which is quitted 
here. 



ROUTE NO. 15-D-contd. 

9 SHAKCHALA .. 9 m. Camel road. 

97 m. 
General direotion nearly due S. Leaving Soznai the road 

crosses the Arghandab river at Khwaja Mulk, 1 mile from 
camp ; the river liere during September and October 1880 
flowed in t\\ o atreanls, each a bout 40 x to  60 wide, and 3' 
deep ; the river bed is about 4 mile wide ; the Arghandab a t  Soz- 
nai is reported to  be ordinarily fordable, with an nveragd depth 
of from 2'to 3' of water, bat  i t  is know11 tha t  the river here is 
some tinicb ilupass,zbl(-. for 14, for l night; a t  r., t i m v  (3~1ring floods, 
which are of frequent occurrence in the spring. The roscl 1 1 0 ~  

follows the left bank of the  Arghandab, and itl is here that  the 
canal system of the Kanclahar district proper commences, the 
main canal known as the Patab canal lying between the road and 
the river. The country consequently t l ~ r o u ~ h o u t  this stage is 
higlily irrigatec!, and troops \rould 1)r  confine^ mainly to the ro;i,cl. 
Continuous gardens of fig, grape, peach, plum, apricot, and po- 
inegri~nate are passed alonc the road, and there are numerous vil- 
li~gcs along the bank; ol the river and canal, the most important 
being Miraujaii and Sardeh passed at  3 and 5 miles, rcapective1,y. 
-4t Sardeh there is a ford ncroua the lirghandab, leacling to 
Shuhin oil tbe right bank and the Kandahar-Khakrez roacl. 
,it 9 miles Shakchala(200 houses) which is in the Kariajat 01- 

llonie districto of K~milullar. 
Canzpi~zg grou?~cZ.--Kc) details ; owing to the extensive cul -  

tivation, i t  is probablc that  there woulcl be only spaco for 1 
infantry brigade wit11 pro porlion of clivisiorlal trool)s, severa 1 
units of which would have to  ericp,mp in  tlie fields. 

Water.---For a clivisioil and MOSC fronl the -4rgl\anda1). 
Fuel.-St ~ ~ r c e .  
flodder.- 1 111 this fertilc and highly-irrigated country, all 
Supplies.- ; supplies for a divi~ion for a t  least a week, 

possibly for a lllonth could certainly be collected within 2 or 
3 days; in addition khasil for the homes of a cavalry brigade, 
tlarily between 1st Nlarch and the 15th May and luccrile grass 
in very large quantities in the spring. 

10 KANDAHAR . . 5 m. Camel road. 
(3,462'). 

102 m. 



The road continues parallel to the river and canal banka 
direotion S. W., for about 2 miles where the village of Baba 
Wali is reached ; here there is a ford leading to Tabin on the 
right bank. At Baba Wali the road turns a t  right angles S.E.. 
leaves the river and passing over the Baba Wali kotal enters 
on the Krtndahar plain. The following is a description of the 
Arghandab river in the Mizan district, written in 1880 :- 

" The Arghandab river in the Mizan district has in ordinary 
times an average breadth of about 30', a rapid stream of 
4 miles an hour, and a depth of from 3' to 6'. It widann 
considerably, as iL descends towards Kandahsr. During 
the melting of the snows and after heavy rains i t  rises ra-  
pidly and becomes impassable, and towards the latter 
er,d of the hot wenthcr i t  c a n  be forded a t  almost any 
spot.. Fish abound irz it, the commo~lest sort being n 
species of barbel, not unlike the Kashinir trout. Like 
the rest of Southern Afghanistan, there is a, curious ab- 
sence of trees in both these clistricts. The only ones to 
be seen are a few ~nnlherries and willows in the valleys, 
a few wild aqlmonds on thc sides of the hills, and an occa- 
sional solitary tree on the ridges of the highest, most in- 
accessible crags, said to be a species of pistachio. The 
country on eitlhei- side of this river is wild and moun- 
tainous, so nluch so that, except a t  the juncture of the 
numerous small streams which run into it, banks are 
 ina approachable, until i t   enter^ the Dahla district, 
when the valley gradually opens out, and from Uian 
downwards the country, more especially on the right 
bank, is open, c~lltiva~ted and dotted with village,s." 

C'urnping grotcn d. - 
Water.-- 
Fuel. - i Vide Koute 12, stnce 6. 
]'odder, --- 

,Yupplim.- 2 

and for descript'ion of Kanclahar. 





ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF STAUNS. 

Abdur R ~ h m a n  
Abu Chah . 
Adin Khel . 
Agarah 
Aghao Jan . 
Ahmad Khel 
Ahmadzai Kacll 
Akhtar (Akbatr) 
A k htar Khan 
Ala Jirgha 
Ali Boghan . 
Ali Guli Daxlcl 
Ali Khel 
Alizai 
Alluarnll 
Almish 
Altilnu t 
Amin Kale . 
Anjirgai . 
Aobatnd 
Arghandell . 
Arghasu . 
Argutai . 
Arzbegi 
Aspando Kats 
Atak 
Ata Muhammhd 

Pages. 



Stage. Pa gem. 

Babs . . w . 207. 
Babakar Chrthan . . 261,266. 
Babar . . 91. 
Bsbrrtk Bala . . 172. 
Brtchegi . . . . . 232. 
Badozai . . . . 274. 
Bairnziti . 267. 

Baghtu . 368. 

Baghuchina . . . 77. 
Bskshi T(ala, . . . 236. 
Ralol Karez (Barghana) . . 280,285. 
Bara Khel . . . 225, 21313,248. 
Baraki Barak . . . 126. 
Bsri kao . . . 44,68,70. 
Hasawal . . 4, 25, 44, 83. 

Kassur Khel . . . . . 246. 
Batsul (Batsai) . . . . 204. 
Bawali . . . . 84, 47. 
Rutkhak . . 58,86. 

Chaharasia . . 
Chaman . 
Chapriar River . 
Charki . 
Chartut, . . 
Chasma-i-Punjsk . 
Chin~brtu 



Dabrai 
Drtk Nawar 
Dakka Fort; 
nand 
Dargai 
Dsrgai Oba 

Darwaza 
Dal-~latzai 
Dell-i-Haji 
Dell-i-Nao 
Deh Mulian 
Dila . 
Diwali k 

Dobandi 
Dornandi 
Dori River 

Dotoi . 
D1.e Khl~lln 

Port Sale . 

Githar . . 
Gadai Kllel . . . 
Gandamak . • 

Garai 

Gardez . 
Gatai . . . 



Ghilan . 
Ghojan 
Ghundan . 
Gogarnund . 
Gomal Kats . 
Gulistan 
Gul Mir 
Gwanza 
Gwazha 

Ertft Asia . 
Haidar Khel . 
Hazar Darakll t 
Hazir Pir . 
Hisak 
1%; sarak 
Hotak 
Hukanlzczi . 

Jabs . 
Jabar Khan . 
Jadran Hamlets . 
Jeff ar . . 

Paps. 
157, 159, 164, 190, 212, 

335,349. 
219, 227. 
340. 
246. 
15. 
207, 216. 
350. 
153, 197. 
253, 268. 
321. 



Stage, 
Jagdalak . 
Jaji Maidan . 
Jalalabad . 
Jaldak . . . 
Jamba . . . 
Jamiat . . 
Jamrud . 
Janat Khwarah . 

Paps. 
52,79,81. 

180. 

9, 29, 32, 47. 

345. 
230. 

247 
337. 
240. 

Ja t  Poti . . . . 304, 312, 315, 318, 319, 
326. 

Joga . . . . . 211. 

Kabul . 
Kafir Chah . 
Kahi . 
Icajir 
Kajurai 

Icakarak . 
Kala Amir . 
Kala Durani 
Kala Haji . 
Kala Ibrahimzai 
Kala-i-Babakar 

Kala-i-Dinali 
Kala-i- Jafar 

Ksla-i-Langar 
Kala-i-Mulla 

Kala Juma Dill 
Kala, Khan 

302G8B 



Stage, 
Kala Malik Ghazi . 
Kala Mir Afzal . 
Kalalgu . . 
Kalangar . 
Kala Niaz , . 
Kala Sarkari 
Kalat-i-Ghilzai . 
Kam Baru , . 
Kam Dakba 
Kandahar . . 
Kandibagh . 
Karez . . 
Kasim Khel . . 
Katarai 

Kata Sang . 
Kats ~uhamrnad Ali 

Khairo Khel 
Khaj oa . 
Khakah . 
Khaoro . 
Kharlachi . . 
Khazan Karez . 
Khel-i-Akhund . 
Khojal Kllel 
Ichudu Chaman . 
Khushab , 

Khwaja Gian Nawar 
Khwar Makawa , 

Kishani 
Kokal Kach . 

Pages, 



stage. 

Kunchai . 
Kurranl . 
Kuslli . 
Kushobai . . 

Pages. 

Lachipur . 
Laj hi 
Lak Diwal . 
Lslgoli Tank 
La1 Gul 

Lalu Kila . 
Landha . 
Landi Kotal 

Landi Murgha 

Lataband . 
Lawargai . 
Loi Dakka . 
Loi Karez 
Loi Kila . 

Maidan . 
Manak Nikah 
Mandi Hissar 

Manduri . 
Mangiar Sapri 

Mansur Karez 
Maranai 
hfargha 



Stage. 

Marj an . . 
RIarsinzai . . . . 
Martaza . 
Mar-u f . . 
Mashaki 

Matun . . 
Mazina 

Mehrab Nawar . 
Me1 Icarez . 
blezkin Khan 
RIir Alan1 . . 
Mir Tsappar . 
Miru Khan . 
h4irza I<scli . 
Mizan 
Mohmand . 
Muhammad Kala . 
Mlxkur . 
Mulla Mustapha . 
Munari 

Murghai . 
Murghan Kechar . . . 

Pages. 

Nadir Deh . 
R'anai . 
Nani . . 
Nao Deh . 
Naorak 
Nawar w 



Stage. 

Xesti Kot . 
Kiaza Cllinn 
Nimla 
Nur I\fullain~~lad Khan . 
Nushki 

Oba Ksrez . 
Obs Sal. 

Oghrtz 

Pachir . 
Paillcia Khali 

Pain Khan . 
Pannah 

Papin 

Parachinar . . 
Pasllghbargai Khula . 
Pat,anna 
Pat,kai Roghanai . 
Patlihai Shahnna . 
Yershai Nala 

Pir Koti 

Pir Sarai . . 
Piyaodin . 
Pshai . 
Pul-i-Sang . 
Pumba 

Putla Khan 



Stage. Pages 

Rsall-i-ICllar . 
Rahmttk . 
Rajan a 

Rashid Kala . 
Robat . 
Roghani 

Rozabad . 

Sabari . 
Safed Sang . 
Sahibzada . 
Saiadan a 

Saiad Bus 
Saifudin 
Saiyidabad 
Salam Kala . 
Salesun . 
Sangar . 
Sang-i-Masha 

Sapri . 
Sarafsar . 
Sarbiland . 
Sara Killi . 
Sar Diwal . 
Sargrtri . 
Sar-i-Asp . 
Sariche 
Sar-i-Surkhab 



Stage. Pages, 
Sar Ksla Karez . . . 231. 
Sarmargho Kach l . • . 215, 
Sar Nawar . . . . . 306. 

Sarobi • . 14, 199. 

Sarwar Karez . • • l 286. 
Seh Baba l 83. 

Sehlum . . . . l 366. 

Shahdak (Shahidak) . • l 225. 
Shah Gul Kbel l • • l 221. 
Shahjui . • . • l 341. 
Shah Pasand . . • l 297,323. 
Shahr-i-Safa . • • 347. 
Shahtorai . . . 185, 196. 

Shaikhabad . • • l 137. 

Shakchala . . . • 352,370. 
Shakin . • • l 198. 

Shashgao . • • • l 334. 
Sher-i-Oba . . • l 283. 
Shesnak . . • . 150. 
Shinsha, . . • l 208. 
Shirah . . . . l 358. 
Sili Kach . . . . l 318. 
Skardand . . . l 167. 
Soznai . . • . 352,369. 
Spina Khula . . l 310,320. 

Spin Jumaat . . l 90. 

Spinwari . l 245. 
S taghai . • l 205,213,214. 

Stars Bibi . • . 182. 
Surghurgai . . • . 208. 
Surkhab . . . . 120. 



stago. 
Surkhpul . . . 49. 

Surkoh Kanciao . . 360. 

Pages . 

Teghan . • . 76. 
Takir . • . . . . 365. 

Takhtapul . . . 290. 
Tandan . . 135,153. 
Tandukai Kares . . . 279,295. 
Tang . . . . 316. 
Tarabaz . . . . 307. 
Taraki . . . . . 56, 73, 88,03. 
Taraki Tirwah . . . 222. 
Tarkar-ka-Sar . . . 225. 
Tashnak . . . . 150. 
Tsz (Tajh) . . 234. 
Tazi . . . . 342. 
Teri Mangal . . , 96. 
Tezin . . . . 71,79. 
Tezin Rirer . . . . . 55, 82. 
Thabai . . . 23. 
Thal . . 164. 
Tirandaz . . . . 346. 
Tirkha . . . . . . 248. 
Tongai . . . 306. 

TOP . . . 139,331 
Tsatsobi . . . . 20, 24. 

Utkan . 226. 
Urgun , . . . . 195,199. 



Stage. 

Wat Thana . 
Wazha 
Wazikhwa . 
W ucha Murgha 

Zahidabad . 
Zambar 

ZaminToi rn 

Zandi Khel . 
Zangela • 

Zargan Shahr 
Zer Kamer . 
Ziarat . 
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